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< TODAY’S VERSE
John 3:16 “For God so loved
the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.” (NIV)

< FACES or
HAMILTON COUNTY

People who call our community their own.

What makes Melina Bartzis smile?
“Being in groups like ballet and
being with a group of friends in
such a community. That makes me
smile and have friendship,” said
the 17-year-old, a Noblesville High
School junior. She was found per-
forming in the Snow Court and the
Party Scene in White River Ballet
Co.s production of “The Nutcracker”
on Sunday at NHS Auditorium. On
Saturday, she performed as the
Snow Queen in the production.
The daughter of loannis and Opal
Bartzis, she has been studying
ballet since age 2. Through the
years, she has played various roles
in “The Nutcracker,” also including
Flower Queen and Marzipan. Why
ballet? “I love ballet because of the
community that you gain with bal-
let and also the physical aspect of
it. It's such a great physical activity
for your body to keep healthy and
in shape.” At NHS, she sings in the
New Dimension show choir and
plays violin in the NHS orchestra.
She will perform in the upcoming
NHS All Choir Holiday Concerts

at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. Sat-
urday (with reserved seating and
tickets still available) and she will
also perform in an upcoming NHS
Orchestra Concert. What else? She
has studied piano since age 3.

And Another Thing...

Double Match Day at the Noblesville
Meijer Store will occur on Saturday, Dec.
11,2021

Simply Give - Nov. 1, 2021 - Dec. 31,
2021

A $10 donation at the checkout counter
provides meals and helps a neighbor.
HCHFB purchases needed food year
round using your donations. You can
also donate online to Hamilton County
Harvest Food Bank at: https://www.
hchfoodbank.org/online-giving/ ?mc_
cid=23e7df2710&mc_eid=8¢c9b760e70

NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA

Mayor Jensen awarded Statesman Award

Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen was awarded the Global
Statesman Award by the U.S.
Global Leadership Coalition at
its annual Tribute Celebration.

“I am greatly honored to be
included in this list of mayors
and thank the U.S. Global
Leadership Coalition for this
recognition,” said Jensen.
“Noblesville is home to many
international companies and
residents, and we will continue
our work to make the city a
safe, healthy and economically
thriving community.”

Noblesville is a universal-
ly-connected city maintaining a
wide variety of global invest-
ments, which are important
for our economic development
efforts. Those efforts include
foreign markets for businesses
and farmers to sell or export
goods to. The diverse citi-
zenship in our community is
enhanced by the international
businesses and manufacturers
that have chosen to locate and
grow in Noblesville.

> See AWARD Page A5

Photo courtesy of Noblesville High School Choral Department

Photo courtesy of the City of Noblesville

Jensen was part of a bipartisan group of U.S. mayors who believe
that America’s global leadership starts at home and were hon-
ored with the Global Statesman Award.

NHS Singers show choir perform in 2020 during the All Choir
Holiday Concert finale of “Silent Night,” a tradition during which
alumni in the audience is invited to join the choir on stage for

the final song.

Come out, enjoy our NHS
All Choir Holiday Concerts

Chestnuts roasting on an
open fire. Jack Frost nipping
at your nose. Yuletide carols
being sung by a choir.

These are the lyrics to
one of my favorite Christ-
mas songs, which is actually
called “The Christmas Song,”
written by Robert Wells and
Mel Tormé and first recorded
75 years ago by the Nat King
Cole Trio.

During the holidays, hearing
yuletide carols being sung by a
choir is one of my favorite ways
to spend an afternoon or eve-
ning, especially if the holiday
concert features our own local
high school students.

This season, the Nobles-
ville High School’s All Choir
Holiday Concerts return with
two concerts, at 7 p.m. Friday
and 2 p.m. Saturday at the NHS
Auditorium. Reserved seating is
$10, $15 for premium seating,
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Deborah Kay (Skaggs) Hahn
Joseph A. Cook

and tickets are
still available at
https://nhscpo.
seatyourself.
biz/

John Neubau-
er, the school’s
choral music
director -- who
also recently
directed NHS’s
fall production, Disney’s “High
School Musical” -- said he is
“excited for all the choirs to
sing before a large audience. As
the pandemic exists, getting to
perform seems like a bigger deal
and a privilege.”

Each of the two concerts will
feature all NHS choirs but will
showcase different student acts
chosen from submitted audition
videos.

“This concert is fun because

BETSY REASON
The Times Editor

> See BETSY Page A5

< TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

Take family walks - it's good exer-

cise and good for conversation. |
Today's health tip was brought to you |

by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch
his column each week in The Times and
online at www.thetimes24-7.com.

< HONEST HOOSIER

Christmas is two weeks and
two days away. One of my fa-
vorite memories is looking forward
to Christmas break in school. We
didn’t get that many breaks, so
we really looked forward to the
ones we did have.

il

Stand up, salute,
or whatever you
want... butdo
something

I remember when I was
a senior at Noblesville, the
English department added a few
different courses — one of which
was philosophy. I liked ponder-
ing the big questions - like Bill
Cosby’s query, why is there
air - so I signed up. Jim Bray
taught the
class.

That expe-
rience led to
some great
arguments
at home.
You know,
teenager
wanting more
freedom, mom and dad wanting
to kill him (and before anyone
loses their mind - we used to be
able to say stuff like that and no
one took it literally, and since
this is my stroll down memory
lane . . .)

I would do my best to use
Leibniz’ theory of a perfect
world. I’d begin making a point
about why my curfew needed
to be later by saying that in a
perfect world . . . only to have
mom interrupt with - It isn’t a
perfect world.

Philosophy meets reality.

Teenager loses.

Fast forward to today. In a
perfect world, I would say ev-
eryone has a right to think and
act any way they choose. So if
sports teams want to kneel, turn
their backs or play tiddlywinks
during the National Anthem,
they’d have that right.

Say it with me now - it ain’t
a perfect world.

TIM TIMMONS

Two Cents

>See TIM Page A5
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Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:58 a.m.
SET: 5:22 p.m.

High/Low
Temperatures

High: 48 °F
Low: 25 °F

Wacky Holiday Today
® Christmas Card Day
¢ National Llama Day

L

What Happened
On This Day
¢ 1979 Smallpox declared
eradicated
® 1965 Charlie Brown
Christmas makes airs for
the first time on television

*1a

Births On This Day
¢ 1608 John Milton
English poet
¢ 1934 Judi Dench
English actress

Deaths On This Day
¢ 2012 Patrick Moore
English astronomer
® 1998 Archie Moore
American boxer

< TODAY’S QUOTE

“Christmas to me is as many people as possible happy.”

Tupac Shakur

< TODAY’S JOKE

What do reindeer hang on their Christmas trees?

Horn-aments!

< THREE-DEGREE GUARANTEE

Weatherby says the high today will be 32 o

If Weatherby is off by more than 3 degrees, e-mail us at
weatherby@thetimes24-7.com and let us know. Include
your name and phone number. Each month those who
called in and caught Weatherby will be entered into a

drawing for a prize.

The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we'd like to personally thank
RON MCGILL

of Noblesville for subscribing!
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Deborah Kay (Skaggs) Hahn
July 27, 1951 - Dec. 6, 2021

Deborah Kay (Skaggs) Hahn, 70,
Noblesville, passed away on Monday,

Dec. 6, 2021 at her home.

She was born on July 27, 1951, to
the late Arthur Skaggs and Jean Straub

in Anderson, Ind.

Mrs. Hahn was a very strong and
devout Christian woman who is now
living with her Lord. She worked

as a secretary/treasurer for Hamil-

ton Southeastern Schools in Fishers. Mrs. Hahn was a
member of White River Christian Church and enjoyed
her small group as well as greeting her fellow members

of the congregation.

She never met a stranger and was a friend to all. Mrs.
Hahn had a big heart and always put others before her-

self. She exuded kindness in everything she did. She was

an amazing cook. Above all, Mrs. Hahn was a dedicated

mother, grandmother and wife.

Survivors include her husband of 50 years, David
Hahn; sons, Brad (Michelle) Hahn and Bryant (Kayti)

Hahn; grandchildren, Alex (Hannah) Hahn, Preston (Mi-

chaela) Dyce, Emili Dyce, Lauren Carter, Steven Hahn,
Isaac Hahn and Desmond Hahn; great-granddaughter,
Georgia; and her brother, Steve (Laura) Skaggs.

Visitation will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 11, 2021 at Randall & Roberts Funeral Center,
1685 Westfield Road, in Noblesville. Services will be
held at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 at the funeral
home, with Pastor Tim Brock officiating.

For memorial contributions may be made to the White
River Food Pantry, 1685 North 10th Street, Noblesville,

IN 46060.

Condolences online may be made at: www.randallrob-

erts.com

Joseph A. Cook
Nov. 27, 1928 - Dec. 4, 2021

Joseph A. Cook, 93, Carmel, passed
away on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021 at
Copper Trace Senior Living in West-

field.

He was born on Nov. 27, 1928 in
Casper, Wyo. to Joseph A. Cook Sr.
and Corda (Schilling) Blaschke.

Mr. Cook was a graduate of Tech
High School and went on to proudly
serve his country as Sargent in the
United States Army/Air Force. He
worked for Indiana Bell for 41 years,
retiring in 1989 as a Mainframe
Computer Supervisor. Mr. Cook was
an avid sports fan, both as a partici-

pant and spectator. As a participant

he loved to bowl and play golf. As a

spectator he attended many auto races, both Indy Car
and NASCAR, and until recently attended the Indy 500
each May dating back to the 1950’s. He was also a sea-
son ticket holder for the Colts from the time they came

to Indy.

Mr. Cook was a big boating enthusiast enjoying
many lakes in Indiana. He was interested in all types of
automobiles and owned many during his life, especially

enjoying his antique truck and boat. He was a member of
Millersville Masonic Lodge. Mr. Cook enjoyed traveling

and spending the winter months in Naples, Fla. for the
last 20 years, making many great friends there.
Survivors include his wife, Mary Ann Cook; sons,
Michael (Brenda) Cook of Carmel and Steven (Michelle)
Cook of Chapel Hill, N.C.; daughter, Sandra Cook of
Bloomington; step-daughter, Laurie (Tom) Benson of
Paoli, Ind.; grandchildren, Michelle (Nigel) Diveley,
Samantha (Drew) Hall, Sienna Cook and Eric (Heather)
Benson; and his great-grandchildren, Ben, Sam, Molly,

Davey, Ruger and Emerson.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph A.
Cook Sr. and Corda (Schilling) Blaschke.

A private graveside service will be held at Oaklawn
Memorial Gardens at a later date.

Condolences online may be made at: www.randallrob-
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Excel Center honors grads at winter ceremony

The Excel Center,
Goodwill’s tuition-free
high school for adults (16
years and older) who want
to earn a Core 40 diploma,
will celebrate its newest
cohort of graduates at its
winter ceremony on Thurs-
day, Dec. 16. According
to the U.S. Census, nearly
10,000 Hamilton County
residents 18 years and
older lack a high school
diploma, which significant-
ly limits their job opportu-
nities.

“Despite ongoing chal-
lenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic, our
students continue to show
up and work hard every
day for the opportunity
to walk across that stage
with their high school
diploma in hand, as well
as industry certifications
and college credits,” said
Betsy Delgado, senior vice

About Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana

Goodwill of Central & Southern Indiana changes lives every day by empowering people
to increase their independence and reach their potential through education, health and
employment. The organization serves 39 Indiana counties and operates more than 70

retail locations, as well as charter schools for adults and youth, a maternal-child health
program, a child care center and more.

president and chief mission
and education officer at
Goodwill of Central &
Southern Indiana. “They’re
graduating with new skills,
a career plan and the desire
to contribute to their com-
munities, while changing
the future for their children
and themselves.”

When Briahnna Gray en-
rolled at The Excel Center
in Noblesville, she was
living at The O’Connor
House, a home for preg-
nant women. Her child’s
father was no longer in the
picture, and she was young
and lacked other support.

She knew the first step to
getting her life back on
track was finishing her
education.

In 2018, she graduated
from The Excel Center
and was honored with
the Giver Award, which
recognizes students who
are determined and inspir-
ing. She also spoke at the
school’s commencement
ceremony.

“Just because we didn’t
finish when everyone
thought we would or when
we wanted, doesn’t mean
we change the goals we
have set for ourselves,”

Gray said. “Sometimes

we just have to change the
timeline we have set. It’s
never about when you start
but how you finish.”

With expedited curric-
ulum and flexible sched-
uling, students at The
Excel Center can graduate
quickly and prepare for
a career and postsecond-
ary education. The Excel
Center also offers stu-
dents on-site child care,
transportation assistance,
dual-credit courses and
industry-recognized certifi-
cation opportunities — all
at no cost.

Local students take top spots in Spartan Smash esports tourney

More than 100 high
school students from 16
high schools took part
in the 2021 Manchester
University Spartan Smash
invitational on Saturday,
Nov. 20.

The Super Smash Bros.
Ultimate tournament for
scholarships and bragging
rights was on the North
Manchester, Indiana, cam-
pus. The top eight players
are eligible for a $3,000 es-
ports scholarship award to
attend Manchester - that's
in addition to any other
financial aid for which the
students would otherwise
qualify.

They are:

1st Place - Brett Nuzzo,
"Potato Brett," is a senior
from Hobart High School.
This is his second straight
Spartan Smash title.

2nd Place - Landon
Frank, "ScrubbedOut," is
a junior from DeKalb High
School.

3rd Place - Elliott Rudy,
"Rudby," is a sophomore
from Carmel High School.

4th Place - Blake We-
hlage, "Blake645," is a
junior from Carmel High
School.

5th/6th Place tie - Mi-
chael Garcia, "MicMacky,"
is a junior from Mississine-
wa High School.

5th/6th Place tie - Clay
Stults, "duck190," is a
junior at Carmel High
School.

7th/8th Place tie - Jack
Sibbitt, 12, "Jaxib," is
a senior at Carmel High
School.

7th/8th Place tie - Chris-
topher Cunningham,
is a freshman at

Photo courtesy of Manchester University

The top finishers starting on the right: Brett Nuzzo, Landon Frank, Elliott Rudy, Blake
Wehlage, Michael Garcia, Clay Stults, Jack Sibbitt and Christopher Cunningham.

https://smash. gg/spar tansmash2021
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Carmel High School.

Previous Smash tourney
scholarship winners are not
eligible for a second $3,000
scholarship.

Follow Manchester
Esports on Twitter at @
MU esport. To learn more
about the program, contact
esports@manchester.edu.

Scholarships are avail-
able at Manchester for
League of Legends, Rocket
League, Super Smash

RO LT

Photo courtesy of Manchester University
The graphic lists their handles, which is how their opponents know them.

and Valorant. Esports
scholarships may also be
available for streaming,
graphic design and manag-
ing social media.

With campuses in North
Manchester and Fort
Wayne, Ind., Manches-
ter provides vibrant and
transformative student
experiences. Learn more
at www.manchester.edu/
about-manchester.

Our mission

respects the infinite worth
of every individual and
graduates persons of ability
and conviction who draw
upon their education and
faith to lead principled,
productive, and compas-
sionate lives that improve
the human condition.

View Online: http://
manchester.meritpages.
com/news/Carmel-students-
take-five-top-spots-in-Spar-
tan-Smash-esports-tour-

"Respect, "

erts.com Bros., Fortnite, Overwatch Manchester University ney/23654
> Meeting Notes Info sought on suspect in Kokomo armored truck robbery
3 Pleasant Street On Nov. 16, 2021,
TIN Obéesw(lilp The Noblesville Tree Officers from the Koko-
ee boar Board’s Urban Forestry mo Police Department
Urba,n Forestry Canopy Engagement Com-  responded to a reported
C ano En 9.06- mittee (UFCEC) meeting armed robbery at 2201
pé’ g g scheduled for Wednesday,  west Jefferson Street, Ko-
ment Committee Dec. 8, 2021 has been komo, Ind. An armored
Dec. 16, 2021 changed to Thursday, Dec.  yehicle had arrived at the
5 p.m. 16, 2021 at 5p.m. inthe  pyjlding to service the
Street Department Street Department Confer-  ATM. While one employ-
Conference Room, 1575 gltlce tRoom, 1575 Pleasant e was inside servicing
reet.

ATTENTION

Looking for persons
who were employed at
Warner Commercial
Auto Body in Noblesville in
the time frame of 1954-69.
Please contact Jim Lyons at
(330) 670-7319 or by e-mail
at jlyons@hcplaw.net.

Thanks for reading

The Times!

INDBLESVILLE
BABE RUT

BASEBA AL

REGISTRATION OPENS DECEMBER 1ST

Though we are “Noblesville Babe Ruth Baseball,” we welcome
and encourage players from other communities to
participate with us!

Registration: December 1, 2021 thru March 2022

Evaluations: March 12, 2022, NHS Aux Gym
(New players ages 13-15 only)

Opening Day: April 18, 2022 (13-15)
April 30, 2022 (16-18)

www.noblesvillebaberuthbaseball.com

Providing an affordable
and positive
baseball experience for
all young men
ages 13-18

James Alexander Il

the ATM, a black male
wearing a camouflaged
hood, black facemask
and dark clothes entered
the armored vehicle. The
suspect held the driver at
gun point and disarmed
him. The suspect was then
able to get an undeter-
mined amount of cash and
fled in a Maroon or red
2013-2018 Cadillac XTS
that is pictured. The in-
vestigation continued with
the assistance of the FBI
Indianapolis Field Office.
As a result of the
investigation, three arrest
warrants were issued out
of Howard Superior Court
I for 41 year old Keith
Martin of Indianapolis

Keith Martin

for Aiding, Inducing or
Causing Armed Robbery
Level 3 Felony, 34 year
old James Alexander III of
Indianapolis for Aiding,
Inducing or Causing
Armed Robbery Level 3
Felony and 29 year old
Edwin Sims of Indianap-
olis for Armed Robbery
Level 3 Felony. Agents
from the FBI arrested
Martin and Alexander in
Indianapolis and they are
being held on the Howard
County arrest warrants.
Edwin Sims has yet to be
located.

Investigators ask that
anyone who may know of
the whereabouts of Edwin
Dewayne Sims call local

WWW.THETIMES24-7.COM

Edwin Sims

law enforcement or the
Indianapolis FBI Office at
317.595.4000. Sims also
has active arrest warrants
out of Marion County
and Hendricks County
Indiana.

This is an active inves-
tigation and anyone who
may have additional infor-
mation is asked to contact
Captain Bruce D. Rood
#332 at (765) 456-7332
(brood@cityotkokomo.
org) or the Kokomo Po-
lice Department Hotline
at (765) 456-7017. You
may qualify for a cash
reward by calling Central
Indiana Crime Stoppers at
1-800-262-TIPS with your
anonymous tip.
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Center for the Performing Arts adds second show for Croce Plays Croce

Due to popular demand,
the Center for the Per-
forming Arts has added
a second performance
when Croce Plays Croce
comes to the Tarkington on
March 19.

The production features
singer-songwriter A.J.
Croce paying tribute to
his late father, Jim Croce,
a folk-pop singer who
died in a 1973 plane crash
while his star was still
on the rise. Along with
such hits as “Operator,”
“You Don’t Mess Around
with Jim” and “Time in a
Bottle” (written for A.J.
himself), the performances
will include the younger
Croce’s original material
and other classic songs that
influenced both artists.

The 8 p.m. show at the
500-seat theater is sold out.
The new 5 p.m. show is
on sale now, with tickets
at $55 and $65, a selection
of student/youth tickets
at $15, and discounts for
military personnel and first
responders. Tickets are
available at the Palladi-
um Box Office, online at

< Meeting Notes

Hamilton County
Plan Commission

One Hamilton County
Square, Suite 306

Noblesville, Indiana
46060

DATE: Wednesday, Dec.
15, 2021

TIME: 7 p.m.

PLACE: Hamilton Coun-
ty Commissioners Court-
room / County Council
Chambers, First

Floor, Hamilton County
Government & Judicial
Center, Noblesville, Indiana

AGENDA - revised

1. Roll Call

2. Declaration of Quorum

TheCenterPresents.org and
by phone at (317) 843-
3800.

Croce Plays Croce is
part of the Center’s Katz,
Sapper & Miller Pop/Rock
Series and the 2021-2022
Center Presents Season
sponsored by Allied Solu-
tions.

For these performances,
all patrons regardless of
age must show proof of
COVID vaccination or a
negative test taken within
72 hours of the perfor-
mance. The Center also
requires masks or face
coverings to be worn at all
times in the venues, except
when actively eating or
drinking. The latest health
and safety policies and
protocols are available at
TheCenterPresents.org/
Health.

CALENDAR: CON-
CERTS

Croce Plays Croce

Saturday, March 19, at 5
p.m. (8 p.m. sold out)

The Tarkington at the
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, 3 Carter Green,
Carmel, IN 46032

Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021

Tickets: From $55,
on sale now; discounts
available for students,
military personnel and first
responders

Purchase and informa-
tion:

TheCenterPresents.org

(317) 843-3800

Tickets@TheCenter-
Presents.org

About the Center for the
Performing Arts

The mission of the
nonprofit Center for the
Performing Arts is to
engage and inspire the
Central Indiana communi-
ty through enriching arts
experiences. Its campus in
Carmel, Indiana, includes
the 1,600-seat Palladium
concert hall, the 500-seat
Tarkington proscenium
theater and the black-
box Studio Theater. The
Center presents and hosts
hundreds of events each
year, including the Center
Presents performance
series, featuring the best in
classical, jazz, pop, rock,
country, comedy and other
genres. Educational and
experiential programming

A3

Photo courtesy of Center for the Performing Arts

Croce Plays Croce is part of the Center’s Katz, Sapper & Miller Pop/Rock Series
and the 2021-2022 Center Presents Season sponsored by Allied Solutions.

for all ages includes chil-
dren’s concerts and camps,
book clubs, lectures, and
classes in music and dance.

3. Communication/Re-
ports:

4. Approval of Minutes -
November 17, 2021

5. Public Comment:

6. Correspondence:

7. President’s Report

8. Old Business: Nothing
to present.

9. New Business:

A)P.C.-
Z0A-0004-12-2021 Ordi-
nance Amendment Public
hearing 7:00 p.m.

CONCERNING: An
ordinance imposing a
temporary moratorium on
the issuance of permits for
commercial solar energy
systems.

LOCATION: All juris-
dictional areas of the Ham-
ilton County Plan Commis-
sion which includes portions
of Adams, Noblesville, and
Wayne Townships and all
of White River Township,
Hamilton County, Indiana

ZONING: Multiple

PROPERTY SIZE:
Multiple

OWNER: Multiple

10. Director’s Report:

11. Legal Counsel Re-
port:

12. Next Plan Commis-
sion Meeting: Wednesday,
Jan. 19, 2022

13. Adjournment:

ADA Notice: Hamilton

County, will upon request,
provide appropriate aids and
services leading to effective
communication for qualified
persons with disabilities

so that they can participate
equally in Hamilton Coun-
ty’s public meetings.

For special accommoda-
tions for a meeting contact
Steven Rushforth, the ADA
Facilities Coordinator/
Safety & Risk Manager, at
(317-770-1976) or by email
to: steven.rushforth@ham-
iltoncounty.in.gov at least
two (2) business days prior
to the scheduled meeting or
event to request an accom-
modation.

Triple-homicide investigation arrest made in Lebanon area

Chad Grimball, 40,
Thorntown, has been
charged with the murders
of Larry Stogsdill Junior,
Brannon Martin and Grace
Bishop that took place on
the evening of Sept. 8,
2021, located at 403 East
Walnut Street.

Chad Grimball faces the
following charges:

® 3 counts of Murder

® 1 count of carrying a
handgun without a license,
Level 5 Felony

¢ 1 count of carrying a

firearm without a license,
Class A Misdemeanor

¢ 1 count of unlawful
possession of a firearm by
a domestic batterer, Class
A Misdemeanor.

Lebanon Police filed
charges with the Boone
County Prosecutors
Office on Dec. 7, 2021.
A judge issued a warrant
on December 8th, 2021,
and Chad Grimball was
served with the warrant
at the Boone County Jail
where Grimball has been

incarcerated since Oct. 7,
2021, for charges relating
to possession of a firearm
by a felon.

The Lebanon Police
Department would like to
thank our community for
your help and support.
Lebanon Police Depart-
ment Detectives and mem-
bers of the Boone County
Prosecutors Office will
continue to work diligently
until the conclusion of this
case and all involved are
held accountable.

The Lebanon Police De-
partment was assisted by a
number of agencies across
Boone County during this
investigation including the
Boone County Sheriff’s
Office, the Whitestown
Police Department, the
Zionsville Police De-
partment, the Thorntown
Police Department, the
Boone County Prosecutors
Office, and the Boone
County Coroner’s Office.

All suspects are inno-
cent until proven guilty

USDA to make up to $800 million available to provide relief
to biofuel producers and restore renewable fuel markets

U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
Secretary Tom Vilsack
has announced that
USDA will make up to
$800 million available to
support biofuel produc-
ers and infrastructure.

The announcement
includes $700 million to
provide economic relief

to biofuel producers and
restore renewable fuel
markets affected by the
pandemic. The Depart-
ment will make the funds
available through the new
Biofuel Producer Program
authorized by the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act
(CARES Act). Additional-
ly, in the coming months,
the Department will make
$100 million available to
increase significantly the
sales and use of higher
blends of bioethanol and
biodiesel by expanding the
infrastructure for renew-
able fuels derived from
U.S. agricultural products.
The Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration is committed to fur-
ther growth of the biofuels
industry, and the House-
passed Build Back Better
Act commits additional
funding that will provide
better market access for
farmers and more afford-
able and cleaner fuels for
consumers.

“Under the leadership of
President Biden and Vice
President Harris, USDA
is providing direct relief to
the people of rural Amer-
ica who are still reeling
from the economic impacts
of the pandemic,” Vilsack
said. “As we continue to

rebuild the nation’s econ-
omy, USDA is targeting
resources and investments
to improve the strength and
resiliency of America’s
sustainable fuel markets.
The relief we’re announc-
ing today will pave the
way to economic recovery
for America’s biofuel
producers, stimulate a
critical market for U.S.
farmers and ranchers and
move the country closer to
President Biden’s goal of
net-zero carbon emissions
by 2050.”

Background on the Bio-
fuel Producer Program

Through the Biofuel
Producer Program, USDA
will make up to $700
million in direct payments
available for biofuel pro-
ducers who faced unex-
pected market losses due
to the pandemic. USDA
will announce the official
application window for this
program within the coming
week.

By making payments
to biofuels producers, the
program will help agricul-
tural producers maintain
and create more viable
markets for products that
supply biofuel production,
such as corn, soybeans, or
biomass. Payments will be
based on the producer’s
market loss volume in

2020, which is calcu-
lated by the amount of
fuel produced in 2020 in
comparison to 2019.

Background on Grants
for Biofuels Infrastruc-
ture

USDA intends to
make up to $100 million
available in new funds
for grants for biofuels
infrastructure, such as
blender pumps which en-
sure biofuels have greater
availability in the retail
market. The funding will
provide grants to refueling
and distribution facilities
for cost of installation,
retrofitting or otherwise
upgrading of infrastructure
required at a location to
ensure the environmen-
tally safe availability of
fuel containing bioethanol
blends of E-15 and greater
or fuel containing biodiesel
blends B-20 and greater.
USDA will announce the
official application window
for grants within the com-
ing months.

This announcement
comes on the heels of an
announcement the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(EPA) made today. EPA
is proposing a package
of actions setting biofuels
volumes for years 2022,
2021, and 2020, and intro-
ducing regulatory changes
intended to enhance the
program’s objectives. In
addition, EPA is asking
for public comment on a
proposed decision to deny
petitions to exempt small
refineries from RFS pro-
gram requirements. Read
the full announcement at
WWW.epa.gov/newsroom.

Under the Biden-Harris
Administration, Rural De-
velopment provides loans
and grants to help expand
economic opportunities,
create jobs and improve
the quality of life for
millions of Americans in
rural areas. This assistance
supports infrastructure im-
provements; business de-
velopment; housing; com-
munity facilities such as
schools, public safety and
health care; and high-speed
internet access in rural,
tribal and high-poverty ar-
eas. For more information,
visit www.rd.usda.gov. If
you’d like to subscribe to
USDA Rural Development
updates, visit our GovDe-
livery subscriber page.

USDA touches the lives
of all Americans each day
in S0 many positive ways.
Under the Biden-Harris
Administration, USDA is
transforming America’s
food system with a greater
focus on more resilient
local and regional food
production, fairer markets
for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy
and nutritious food in all
communities, building new
markets and streams of in-
come for farmers and pro-
ducers using climate-smart
food and forestry practices,
making historic invest-
ments in infrastructure and
clean energy capabilities in
rural America, and com-
mitting to equity across the
Department by removing
systemic barriers and
building a workforce more
representative of America.
To learn more, visit www.
usda.gov.

The Center is home to the
affiliated Great American
Songbook Foundation and
provides space and support
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services for six resident
arts companies. More
information is available at
TheCenterPresents.org.

INDIANA

STATE FAIR

State Fairgrounds gives back to
the community during holidays

The holiday season
brings a unique merriment
that encourages spirited
fun, giving back, and
meaningful time spent
with family and friends.
Once again, despite the
challenges of the last 18
months, holiday magic
remains present at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds
& Event Center. The
Fairgrounds gives back in
several efforts that impact
the community and bring
joy to Hoosiers.

11th Annual Million
Meal Movement — Million
Meal Movement Tip-Off

Held on Oct. 14, this
effort focused on feeding
hungry Hoosiers, while
teaching the power
of volunteerism. The
Tip-Off event, held at
the Indiana Farmers
Coliseum, was the first
time that the Fairgrounds
partnered with Pacers
Sports Entertainment on
this important project.

At the end of the day,
volunteers had assembled
110,000 packages of
macaroni and cheese
pasta.

WTHR’s Coats for Kids

For more than 35
years, Coats for Kids
has helped to make sure
central Indiana kids
stay warm. This year’s
event, held Oct. 16 at the
Fairgrounds’ Champions
Pavilion, provided more
than 3,000 children with
coats. WTHR is The
Times of Noblesville’s
news gathering partner.

Indiana State
Fairgrounds & Event
Center 25th Annual Safe
Night Halloween

For the 25th year the
Indiana State Fairgrounds
& Event Center, along
with several community
partners, came together
to host Safe Night
Halloween Trunk or
Treat event on October
31 on the northside
of the Fairgrounds
at Celebration Park
(outdoors, trunk or treat-
style). Offering kids and
parents a free, safe place
to spend Halloween, the
Indiana State Fairgrounds
& Event Center’s Safe
Night Halloween was
open to children ages
12 and under who are
accompanied by an adult.

This annual event began
as a community service
for State Fairgrounds-area
neighborhood families
and, thanks to generous
sponsors and donors to
the Indiana State Fair
Foundation, the event has
provided a free, fun and
safe Halloween to more
than 60,000 area children
since 1996.

The Little Red Door’s
13th Annual Face of
Hope Breakfast

Held from 7 - 9:30
a.m. Nov. 18 at the
Hoosier Lottery Expo
Hall, this free breakfast
helped the community
learn more about the
organization and how
it’s impacted the cancer
community for more than
six decades.

21st Annual YMCA
Toy Distribution Event

From 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
on Dec. 18 at the State
Fairgrounds’ Champions
Pavilion, kids in central
Indiana ages newborn to
15 will receive toys from
Santa. The Fairgrounds is
proud to partner with the
YMCA on this event and
to help bring smiles to
more than 3,500 children
each year. Registration
is now closed, as the
program is full this year.

Indiana State
Fairgrounds and Event
Center Food & Fund
Drive to Benefit Gleaners
Food Bank

For the second
year, Indiana State
Fairgrounds’ team
members will have the
opportunity to donate
food or funds to benefit
Gleaners Food Bank
during the month of
December. On a yearly
basis, hundreds of
thousands of hungry
Hoosiers depend on
food and other critical
grocery products
provided by Gleaners.
The organization supplies
items to hunger relief
agencies and schools
throughout 21 counties in
central and southeastern
Indiana.

About the Indiana State
Fairgrounds & Event
Center

The Indiana State
Fairgrounds and Event
Center is a modern
public event facility that
annually hosts more than
400 meetings, shows,
sports and agricultural
events, including the
Indiana State Fair. The
year-round management
of the Fairgrounds is
overseen by the Indiana
State Fair Commission
which is a quasi-
governmental agency
that was established in
1992, with the mission to
preserve and enhance the
Indiana State Fairgrounds
and the annual Indiana
State Fair for the benefit
of all citizens of Indiana.
The 2022 Indiana State
Fair is scheduled for July
29-August 21, 2022. For
more information, visit
www.indianastatefair.
com.



A4

Many hallmarks of the
holiday season, including
Christmas trees, holiday
decorations, cooking
and baking, present
potential fire hazards that
contribute to an annual
increase in U.S. home
fires during the winter
months. According
to the National Fire
Protection Association
(NFPA), Christmas Day
and Christmas Eve are
among the leading days
of the year for home
fires (topped only by
Thanksgiving Day).

“December is a leading
month for home fires,
in large part because
many of the activities
we engage in during the
holiday season reflect
leading causes of home
fires year-round,”
said Lorraine Carli,
NFPA vice president of
Outreach and Advocacy.

Fortunately, Carli
notes, the majority
of winter fires can be
prevented with a little
added awareness and
planning.

“By knowing where
potential fire hazards
exist and taking some
basic safety precautions
to prevent them, people
can enjoy a festive, fire-

free holiday season,” said
Carli.

The NFPA Winter
Holidays page offers a
wide variety of tips and
resources to reduce the
risk of fires, while the
latest NFPA statistics
underscore the increased
risk of fire during the
holiday season:

Christmas Trees

® An estimated average
of 160 home fires that
began when Christmas
trees caught fire caused
an average of two civilian
deaths, 12 civilian
injuries, and $10 million
in direct property damage
per year between 2015
and 2019.

® Some type of
electrical distribution
or lighting equipment,
including decorative
lights, was involved
in almost half of these
fires. Nearly one in five
Christmas tree fires were
started by decorative
lights.

¢ Eight percent of
Christmas tree fires were
started by candles.

¢ In nearly one-fifth
of Christmas tree fires,
the tree was too close
to a heat source, such
as candle or heating or
lighting equipment.

Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021

NFPA urges added caution this holiday season on Christmas Day and Eve
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NFPA

Decorations

® An estimated average
of 790 home fires that
began when decorations
(other than Christmas
trees) caught fire caused
an average of one civilian
death, 26 civilian injuries
and $13 million in direct
property damage per year
between 2015 and 2019.

® One in five home
decoration fires occurred
in December.

® Year-round,
35 percent of home
decoration fires began
with candles; in
December, the number
jumped to 45 percent.

® [n more than two
of every five fires (44
percent) involving
decorations, the
decoration was too close
to a heat source such
as a candle, cooking or
heating equipment.

Candles

® An estimated
average of 7,400 home
fires (2 percent) started
by candles caused an
average of 90 civilian
deaths (three percent),
670 civilian injuries
(six percent), and $291
million (four percent) in
direct property damage
per year between 2015
and 2019.

® Candle fires peak in
December and January
with 11 percent of candle
fires in each of these
months.

¢ In three of every
five candle fires, the
candle was too close to
something that could
catch fire.

® Christmas is the peak
day for candle fires with
roughly 2.5 times the
daily average; Christmas
Eve ranked second.

¢ Falling asleep was a
factor in 10 percent of the
home candle fires and 12
percent of the associated
deaths.

Cooking

® Cooking is the
leading cause of reported
home fires (49 percent)
and home fire injuries
and the second-leading
cause of home fire
deaths.

The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County

® Unattended cooking
is the leading cause of
home cooking fires.

® Thanksgiving is
the peak day for home
cooking fires, followed
by Christmas Day and
Christmas Eve.

Fires caused by
heating equipment, the
second-leading cause of
U.S. home fires year-
round, peak during the
winter months, when
temperatures drop
and more people use
heating equipment to
keep their homes warm.
Put a Freeze on Winter
Fires, an annual NFPA
campaign with the U.S.
Fire Administration
(USFA), works to better
educate the public about
ways to stay safe during
the colder months,
offering tip sheets and
other resources to help
reduce the risk of heating
fires and other winter
hazards.

For more releases and
other announcements
about NFPA initiatives,
research and resources,
please visit the NFPA
press room.

NFPA: 125 Years of
Protecting People and
Property

The National Fire

Protection Association®
(NFPAZ®) is a global
self-funded nonprofit
organization devoted

to eliminating death,
injury, property, and
economic loss due to
fire, electrical, and
related hazards. The
association began its
work to solve the fire
problem in a young,
industrialized nation

in 1896 and has since
become a global force
known for advancing
safety worldwide. NFPA
delivers information
and knowledge through
more than 325 consensus
codes and standards,
research, training,
education, outreach,
and advocacy; and by
partnering with others
who share an interest
in furthering the NFPA
mission. In celebration
of its 125th Anniversary,
NFPA is hosting a
Conference Series and
other initiatives that
reflect the association’s
steadfast commitment to
advancing fire and life
safety for the next 125
years and beyond. For
more information or to
view NFPA codes and
standards for free, visit
www.nfpa.org.

BBB Scam Alert: Beware of Medicare and ACA cons during special enrollment period

The coronavirus pan-
demic left many Ameri-
cans unemployed — and
uninsured. To give people
a chance to sign up for
health care coverage, the
U.S. federal government
has opened Medicare.
gov from Oct. 15, 2021 -
Dec. 7, 2021. Healthcare.
gov is open from Nov.

1, 2021 to Jan. 15, 2022.
Unfortunately, scammers
often see open enrollments
as a chance to trick people
out of money and personal
information.

How the Scam Works:

Anytime the govern-
ment has an open en-
rollment, people under-
standably have questions
and concerns. Scammers
take advantage of this
opportunity to confuse and
mislead victims.

BBB.org/ScamTracker
gets many reports about
scammers claiming to be
a government represen-
tative who can help you
navigate your Medicare
or Affordable Care Act
options. Scammers claim
to be a “health care bene-
fits advocate” or a similar
title. These scammers
allege they can enroll you
in a better program than
what you currently have.
This new plan is cheaper,

and you can keep all the
same services. To get
started, all you need to do
is provide some personal
information, such as your
Medicare ID number. Of
course, the call is a scam,
and sharing personal
information will open you
up to identity theft.

In another common
scam, callers try to
frighten - rather than
assist - victims with their
health care plans. In this
case, scammers claim that
your Medicare will be
discontinued if you didn’t
re-enroll. Fortunately, this
“Medicare advisor” can
fix the situation - if you
share personal information
with them.

Watch out for similar
scams this fall. Health-
care.gov does provide
legitimate help with figur-
ing out which plan is right
for you. These people —
sometimes called Naviga-
tors or Assisters — are not
allowed to charge for their
help. If someone asks you
for payment, it’s a scam.
You will also need to con-
tact them. They will not
call you out-of-the-blue.

Tips to Avoid Open
Enrollment Scams

Selecting a health insur-
ance plan can be challeng-

S

ing and complex. Be on
the lookout for common
red flags.

Be wary of anyone who
contacts you unsolicited.
People representing Medi-
care or ACA plans don’t
contact you by phone,
email, or in person unless
you are already enrolled.
Be especially cautious
of threatening calls that
require quick action or
immediate payment.

Decline promotional
gifts in exchange for
personal information.
Keep a healthy level of
skepticism any time a
broker offers you free
gifts, health screenings, or
other special deals. Never
sign up with a broker who
offers you an expensive
“sign-up gift” in exchange
for providing your Medi-

About BBB Serving Central Indiana

For more than 100 years, Better Business Bureau has
been helping people find businesses, brands and
charities they can trust. In 2018, people turned to BBB
more than 173 million times for BBB Business Profiles
on more than 5.4 million businesses and Charity Reports
on 11,000 charities, all available for free at bbb.org.
There are local, independent BBBs across the United
States, Canada and Mexico, including BBB serving
Central Indiana, which was founded in 1916 and serves

46 counties.

care ID number or other
personally identifiable
information.

Beware of dishonest
brokers who offer “free
health screenings.” Some
brokers offer this to weed
out people who are less
healthy. This is called
“cherry picking” and
is against the Medicare
rules.

Guard your govern-
ment-issued numbers.
Never offer your Medi-
care ID number, Social
Security number, health
plan info, or banking
information to anyone you
don’t know.

Hang up and go to
official websites. You
can enroll or re-enroll in
Medicare at Medicare.gov
or in a marketplace health
plan at Healthcare.gov.

For more information:

If you are unsure wheth-
er a call or offer is from
Medicare, or you gave
your personal information
to someone claiming to
be with Medicare, call
1-800-MEDICARE to
report it. If you suspect
fraud when signing up
for ACA coverage, go
to HealthCare.gov or
call the Health Insurance
Marketplace call center at
800-318-2596.

For more tips from
BBB on avoiding health
care scams, check BBB.
org/HealthCareScam. If
you’ve been the victim of
a scam, please report it to
BBB.org/ScamTracker.
By sharing your experi-
ence, you can help others
avoid falling victim to
similar scams.

For More Information

Read more tips on so-
cial media ad scams.

Avoid scams this
holiday season by read-
ing BBB’s Holiday Tips.
You can find more tips
by reading BBB’s tips for
smart shopping online and
visiting BBB.org/Avoid-
Scams.

If you’ve come across
a social media scam
recently, report it at BBB.
org/ScamTracker. Your
report can help others
spot a scam before it’s too
late.

ABOUT BBB SERV-
ING CENTRAL INDI-
ANA: For more than 100
years, Better Business
Bureau has been helping
people find businesses,
brands and charities they
can trust. In 2020, people
turned to BBB more than
220 million times for BBB
Business Profiles on more
than 6.2 million business-
es and Charity Reports
on 11,000 charities, all
available for free at BBB.
org. There are local,
independent BBBs across
the United States, Canada
and Mexico, including
BBB serving Central In-
diana, which was founded
in 1916 and serves 46
counties.

Classifieds

165-361-0100 ext. 15 | class@thepaper24-1.com
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Deadlines
Line ads: 1

for next-day publication:
p.m. 1 Display ads 11 a.m.

2, 3 a0 4 bedroom homes,
E:mram Salea Hooks
765} 918-8700, (765 362-0185

u-r.- W hookshomesindiana,oom

need ajob?

Find one in the classifieds.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the

compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-930-3271

DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.

(where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber O th
Technology. Stream Vid+
eos, Music and More'
Call Earthlink Today
1-855-977-7069

High-Speed Internet. We
instantly compare speed,
pricing, availability to find

the best service for your
needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare
offers from top providers.

Call 1-844-961-0666

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take
your service with you
when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo!
1-877-327-0930

Smart Home Instal-
lations? Geeks on Site
will install your WIFI,
Doorbells, Cameras,
Home Theater Systems
& Gaming Consoles.

$20 OFF coupon

LIVE PAIN FREE
with CBD products
from AceWellness. We
cuarantee highest quality,
most competitive pric-
ing on CBD products.
Softgels, Oils, Skincare,

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us

fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients!

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.

New Starting Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/
option to make .70
cpm for Class A CDL
Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,
Home Weekends, Call

DONATE YOUR
CAR TO CHARITY!
FAST FREE PICK-
UP-24 HR RESPONSE!
Help Children in Need,
Support Breast Cancer
Education/Prevention or

risk! We’ve recovered

millions. Let us help

you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

Agents in your area
to get more MONEY
and close FASTER!
Call 317-854-9781

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

PLIANCES. 30 DAY

RISK FREE. $200.00

OFF 2 FREE Months!
1-855-408-3894

42537! (Restrictions Vgggfpfg%gfgg?f Call t?day f?rgi FS%E FREE information Kit.| [800-648-9915 or www | | Veterans. Tax Deduc-

apply) 855-668-0067 Now 833-226-3105 consu tatgfll' Lot || Call 855-965-4916 boydandsons.com tion 844-820-9099
DIAGNOSED WITH| Looking to SELL Wesley Financial Group, Never Pay For COMPUTER IS- Need Help with Fam-
LUNG CANCER? our Home? Save LLC - Timeshare Cancellation| | Covered Home Repairs SUES? GEEKS ON ily Law? Can’t Afford a
You may qualify for a o : Experts - Over $50,000,000 [ | Again! Complete Care SITE provides FREE $5,000 Retainer? www.
substantial cash award time &.money, in timeshare debt and fees Home Warranty COV- diagnosis REMOTE- familycourtdirect.com/
NO Obligation. NO | [connect with the Top cancelled in 2019. Get free ERS ALL MAJOR LY 24/7 SERVICE Family/Law - Low Cost
& ’ informational package and SYSTEMS AND AP- DURING COVID19. Legal Services - Pay As

$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions ap-
ply. 888-715-8176

No home visit necessary |

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-4602
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability?
Appeal! If you’re
50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money
out of pockets! Call
1-855-995-4758

Thinking about installing
a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-855-475-0534 today
to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier

Directv Stream - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream

on 20 devices at once in

your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) Call for
more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS

1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.

Affordable premiums
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease.
Policy will only be

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author™s Guide
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. One year
of HBO Max FREE. Directv
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Call for more details! (some

restrictions apply)

Call 1-888-885-8931
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the small acts and solos
are all student produced,”
Neubauer said. “We have
solos and ensembles, all
holiday themed but chosen
by the participants who
auditioned.”

Pop, jazz and classical
holiday pieces will be
presented.

Neubauer is thrilled for
Parker Applegate, a Stony
Creek Elementary student
and winner of “Nobles-
ville’s Got Talent,” a
schoolwide talent show that
took place Sept. 25 at NHS.
Applegate will perform at
both concerts.

“He's a fifth grader with
gobs of talent,” Neubauer
said of the 11-year-old, who
had the loudest applause
and received the most votes,
to win the September talent
showcase by popular vote,
taking home a $200 first
prize.

Applegate will sing
“What Christmas Means to
Me” by Stevie Wonder.

On Friday night only, a
new choir from Noblesville
East Middle School will
perform as well, singing
“Holly Jolly Christmas.”
Boys to Boys is the name of
the choir, which is directed
by NEMS choral director
Jordan Rattenbury. “As the
name indicates, it is an all-
boys choir,” Neubauer said.
“So exciting.” (Word is the
choir was formed to attract
more male students to join

middle school choir. So
kudos to Ms. Rattenbury.)

Junior Maddux Morri-
son will perform “Have
Yourself A Merry Little
Christmas,” a 1943 song
by Hugh Martin, and junior
Trevor Greenlee will per-
form Disney’s “Once Upon
A Wintertime” with NHS
piano teacher Carrie Cain
accompanying.

Other featured acts on
Friday night include several
duets.

Senior Alex Dyar and
junior Mason Kebrdle
will sing “Baby It’s Cold
Outside,” which through
the years has been per-
formed by many famous
duets, from Doris Day and
Bob Hope to Dean Martin
and Marilyn Maxwell, and
Dinah Shore and Buddy
Clark.

Seniors Maggie Brech-
bill and Anna Schlueter
will perform the comedic
“Never Fall in Love with
an EIf,” from “EIf: The
Musical,” based on the
2003 motion picture.

Seniors Bridget Dean and
pianist Kari Verdeyen will
perform “Do You Hear
What I Hear?,” a song
written in 1962 as a plea for
peace for the Cuban Missile
Crisis. (Those who attended
“High School Musical” will
recall Verdeyen perfectly
cast as the songwriter and
pianist.)

Hannah Ropte and Bren-

Photo courtesy of Noblesville High School Choral Department

Noblesville High School’s Cantamos choir rehearses
during class Wednesday morning at NHS in prepara-

Want TO GO?

What: Noblesville High School’s All Choir Holiday
Concerts.

When: 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday.

Where: Noblesville High School Auditorium, 18111
Cumberland Road, Noblesville.

How much: $10, $15 premium seating first 10 rows.
Good to know: Each concert will feature all choirs but
different student acts.

How to buy tickets: Pick your own seat at https://nhscpo.
seatyourself.biz/

tion for this weekend’s All Choir Holiday Concerts.

ner Zebrauskas will per-
form “Christmas Without
You” by American singer
Ava Max in 2020.

On Saturday afternoon,
another group of talented
students will perform vocal
solos.

Sophomore Josie
Flinchum will sing and play
guitar to “Underneath the
Tree,” from Kelly Clark-
son’s first Christmas album.

Sophomore Sarah Ro-
linson, accompanied by
pianist Kari Verdeyen, will
sing “Hallelujah,” a song
recorded by country music
singer Carrie Underwood
and R&B singer John Leg-
end, on Underwood’s 2020
Christmas album.

And if you recall my
mention of “The Christmas
Song” at the beginning of
this column, well, senior
Dominic Jones will perform
the favorite.

My daughter, sophomore
Addie McMillan, will

sing “Merry Christmas
Darling,” a song by the
Carpenters that went to No.
1 on Billboard’s Christmas
singles chart in 1970, ‘71
and “73. Karen Carpenter’s
songs are among her favor-
ites to sing.

Senior Lauren Rohn will
sing Broadway musical
hall of famer Pearl Bailey’s
1958 comedic song, “Five
Pound Box of Money.”

Freshman Lauren Kinzie
will sing “Oh Holy Night,”
an old Christmas carol orig-
inally based on a French
poem by poet Placide Cap-
peau, written in 1843.

In addition, all of the
choirs will perform identical
sets for each of the Friday
night and Saturday after-
noon concerts.

NHS Singers will sing
Elvis Presley’s 1957 favor-
ite, “Santa, Bring My Baby
Back to Me,” one of my
own favorites from the reis-
sued 1970 Elvis Christmas

Album.

NHS choirs Cantamos,
Momentum, MaleTonez
(solist junior Ethan May
for “Blue Christmas”),
Milltones, Madjazz, Sen-
sation, New Dimension
and NHS Singers (soloist
senior Lizzie Schultz for
“Mary, Did You Know?),
plus combined choirs, will
perform many more holiday
favorites.

Every year at the NHS
holiday concerts, it is a tra-
dition for all of the choirs to
come on stage together and
sing “Silent Night.” This
year, the combined choirs’
song is expected to be even
more powerful.

Neubauer said, “Every-
one is excited for the return
of the all-choir song, ‘Silent
Night.” This very powerful
arrangement features soloist
Kari Verdeyen, backed by
the entire department as
well as an open invitation
to the alumni in the crowd
to come back to their stage

for one more appearance.”
He said, “That did not
happen last year. It's a great
moment.”

Neubauer and his choirs
are looking forward to this
wonderful holiday concert.

“Noblesville is a great
community and very sup-
portive of the arts,” he said.

And people will come
from near and far to see the
choirs.

“The crowd is not exclu-
sively made up of parents
of current choir members,”
Neubauer said. “Some are
former parents, friends,
neighbors, community
members or just music fans
from the area and beyond.”

This weekend’s All Choir
Holiday Concerts will be
the most "regular" concert
so far since 2020, he said.

Anything else?

Neubauer replied, short
and sweet: “Can’t wait!”

-Contact Betsy Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.
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This year’s USGLC Tribute Celebration was held
virtually to bring together a nationwide audience of
thousands of influential stakeholders from the busi-
ness, non-profit, military, faith, and humanitarian
communities, alongside leaders from Capitol Hill and
Washington, D.C.

Jensen was part of a bipartisan group of U.S. may-
ors who believe that America’s global leadership starts
at home and were honored with the Global Statesman
Award. Four other mayors from Indiana cities were

cal voice in this story.”

In addition to the Global Statesman Awards, this
year’s celebration honored Sen. Todd Young and
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen for being steadfast champions of
America’s global leadership who work across the aisle
in support of strong and effective development, diplo-
macy and global health programs; along with a special
tribute to the legacy of Gen. Colin Powell.

USGLC is a broad-based, influential network of
more than 500 businesses and non-profits; national

itary, faith-based and civic leaders in all 50 states — all
of whom support investments in diplomacy, develop-
ment and global health as key pillars of U.S. foreign
and national security policy.

About the City of Noblesville: Noblesville is the
10th largest city in Indiana, home to more than 69,600
residents, and the county seat in Hamilton County,
Indiana. Just north of Indianapolis, the growing city
is known for its nationally recognized public schools,
extensive public park system, Hamilton Town Center,

and the outdoor music venue Ruoff Music Center.
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N

honored including Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Evans-
ville and Bloomington.

“As a member of our Indiana State
Advisory Committee, we are grate-
ful for your strong voice about the
importance of America’s role in the
world. Your actions as mayor have
truly exemplified how leading globally
matters locally,” the USGLC wrote
in its letter to Jensen, notifying him
of the award. “Now more than ever,
what happens throughout the world
has a powerful impact on the health,
security, and economic interests of
citizens in cities across the United
States. Throughout your career in
public service, you have been a criti-
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In this one, the reality is that the
more we crap on our nation, the more
we disrespect it — especially sports
heroes who little kids look up to - the
more we weaken it. Do that enough
and we might find out what Chinese
tennis player Peng Shuai is going
through. If you aren’t familiar, Shuai
had the audacity of accusing a Chinese
politician of sexually abusing her. Next
thing you know, Shuai disappears. And
when she is next seen a few weeks lat-
er, she has nothing more to say on the
subject and has a spooky smile pasted
on her face.

A perfect world? Far from it.

Back home, we’ve stood tall against
tyranny and oppression for almost 250
years now. We’ve never been perfect,
but we strive to get better.

We’ve been able to stand tall thanks
to our veterans. And with Christmas
right around the corner, it’s a great
time to keep in mind those heroic men
and women and say thank you for
what they’ve done. There are many
ways to do that, and to help the ones
in need. From the Wounded Warrior
Project to various veterans’ organiza-
tions, there are plenty of ways to step
up. If you are a veteran and you need
help, the state has the Military Fam-
ily Relief Fund. It offers emergency
grants for veterans and family mem-
bers experiencing financial hardship.

security and foreign policy experts; and business, mil-

Prepare for unexpected GENERAC
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to 48 contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply.  1C: H2YH71

1-888-570-0987
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Only $19.99 (reg, $46:99), plus FREE Shipping,” Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
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The Delightful Gift

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 0z.)
Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 0z.)
G5658TNT  separately $228:93

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 39999
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added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply.
Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc,
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the military, you wouldn’t be reading
this today. We wouldn’t be here as a
country.

I don’t know a lot, but I know this.
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of the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. Metal Roofs Pl e et lficton ot cnmmer e ermiationlesnd ey i e g Do ulfog st

Thanks to those active in the military

today, and those who stood watch
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men and women still on duty. We need
them. It ain’t a perfect world.
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Timmons is the chief executive officer of
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Noblesville High School graduate and can s e
be contacted at ttimmons@thetimes24-7. -
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Christmas in the Park is
going on now in Clay County.

You can see lighted displays
in beautiful Forest Park!

-~  Stumpers

Did You Know?

e Clay County occupies 2.78 square miles of water 1. How many years has it been since Clay

County established it’s first courthouse?

and 357.54 square miles of land. S

. . . 2. What is the population density of
* The county contains six towns, one city and 43 Brazil?
unincorporated communities. <

3. How many more square miles of land
* Brazil, the county seat, has an estimated population is there in the county than water?
of 8,110 and 3.7 square miles of land. 2
4. What percentage of land in the County

is made up of Brazil?
<

e Clay County was found in 1825 and named in
honor of Henry Clay.

n ]
A]ﬂ %EQ'T Y SOIIW B1enbs 92 hGE '€ o
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* The county has had four different courthouses
since 1828.

Got Words?

Since 1828 Clay County has built four courthouses in
two different locations. The last time the courthouse
was built it was relocated to a more central area in
the county. Why do you think it is important that
courthouses are in the center of the town?

Word
Scrambler

Unscramble the words below!

1. UOOURTHSCE
2. RABZLI
3. HEYRN YACL
4. UCMTIIEMNSO
5. ALCY CTUNOY

fAuno) Aejn G saniuNWWo)
Ae|y AIusH '€ |1zeig 'z 9sNOYN0Y °T :SIOMSUY

Indiana Facts & Fun Is Presented This Week By:
Newspapers In

Education

A Program That Raises The Bar!

To help support literacy please support
Newspapers in Education
If you'd like to be a sponsor,
call (763) 361-0100 ext. 22
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Farm conference returns to Hendricks County

2

PURDUE

UNIVERSITY-

Registration is open for
the 2022 Indiana Small
Farm Conference - In-
diana’s premier annual
event for the state’s small
and diversified farming
community - at purdue.
ag/sfc.

The 10th annual con-
ference and trade show
will take place March 3-4
at the Hendricks County
Fairgrounds in Danville.
One of the featured
keynote speakers is Malik
KenyattaYakini, co-found-
er and executive direc-
tor of the Detroit Black
Community Food Security
Network (DBCFSN).

Since 2013, the
conference has fea-
tured comprehensive
programming about
diversified farming and
local food systems,
bringing together novice
and experienced small-
scale farmers. For more

information and registra-
tion to gain full access to
the fun, instructive and
growing experience, visit
purdue.ag/sfc.

“It has been my plea-
sure to serve on the
organizing team for the
Indiana Small Farm
Conference,” says Mike
Hoopengardner, owner of
Redbud Farm and Cap-
rini Creamery and ISFC
committee member. “As a
dairy farmer whose family
built Caprini Creamery,
our award-winning dairy/
cheese-making operation
in a cornfield, I bring a
boot-on-the-ground per-

spective to organizing the
conference. Our confer-
ence offers content for
beginners to experienced
small farmers.”

This year’s conference
offers 12 tracks from
which attendees can
choose sessions that best
align with their farming
operations and goals:

Value Added

Livestock

Pollination

Soil Health

Vegetable Production

Integrating Technology
Workshop

Marketing

Innovations in Response
to Climate Change

Regenerative Ag

Urban Ag

Perennial Crop Produc-
tion

Grant Writing Work-
shop

“The Indiana Small
Farm Conference is a

great way to learn what’s
new and what’s next in
production, marketing
and other areas to make
the most of your efforts
in 2022 and for years to
come,” says Tamara Ben-
jamin, assistant agricul-
ture and natural resources
program leader, diversi-
fied agriculture specialist
for Purdue Extension and
a conference organizer.
A detailed conference
schedule will be available
in early 2022, and cur-
rently scheduled sessions
are subject to change. For
more information, or to
sign up, visit the Indiana
Small Farm Conference
website at purdue.ag/sfc.
Follow the conference
on Twitter and Instagram
at @SmallFarmPurdue
or on Facebook at @
PurdueExtensionSmall-
Farms, with the hashtag
#PurdueSmallFarms.

FDA OKs pioneering drug for ovarian cancer surgery

Ovarian cancer patient
Carol Giandonato admits
to being apprehensive
when her oncologist told
her he wanted to make her
cancer cells turn fluores-
cent green.

"Am I going to glow in
the dark? Will I be green?"
she asked him.

Her surgeon explained
that when viewing the
cancer site, the cancerous
lesions would be illuminat-
ed with near-infrared light
during surgery.

Using this approach, her
surgeon was able to find a
hidden tumor that would
have otherwise gone un-
detected. Giandonato was
one of the first patients for
a new drug designed to
help surgeons find ovarian
cancer tumors and cells —
that imaging agent was just
approved Monday (No-
vember 29) by the U.S.
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

The drug will be re-
leased with the brand name
Cytalux. It was invented at
Purdue University and will
be released by On Target
Laboratories.

The imaging agent is
delivered via an IV injec-
tion between one and nine
hours before the surgery
for ovarian cancer. The
fluorescent imaging agent
binds to the cancer cells,
allowing surgeons to find
additional tumors in 27 %
of the patients, which
would have otherwise been
left behind, according
to results of the Phase 3
clinical trial.

The drug is the first
tumor-targeted fluorescent
agent for ovarian cancer to
be approved by the FDA.

Philip Low (rhymes with
"now"), Purdue Univer-
sity's Presidential Scholar
for Drug Discovery and
the Ralph C. Corley
Distinguished Professor of
Chemistry, is an inventor
of the drug. He said that
when a surgeon turns on
the near-infrared light used
in surgery, "Those lesions
light up like stars against a
night sky."

"In the pivotal ovarian
cancer trials, surgeons

were able to find addi-
tional malignant tissue
or improve the practice
of surgery in 27% of all
the patients," he said. "It
seems to me that future
surgeries are going to
very heavily rely on this
technology. "

Giandonato, who lives in
Runnemede, New Jersey,
said that when she was
diagnosed in 2012, her pri-
mary care physician told
her, "'Carol, it's really
serious. You're filled with
tumors. And it's cancer.'

"My doctor explained to
me that he would inject a
fluorescent dye and would
use a special light to look
for other nodules that
were not present on the
CT scan," she said. "And
lo and behold, he found
a hidden nodule and was
delighted. "

The drug works by mo-
lecular jujitsu. Cancer cells
divide rapidly, much faster
than normal tissue. To do
this, they need folate, a
type of B vitamin — and
the cancer cells are raven-
ous for it. Low's inno-
vation was to tag a folate
compound with a fluores-
cent dye and administer it
intravenously to a patient
before the surgery.

"Cancer cells have an
enormous appetite for this
vitamin,” Low said, “and
we exploited their greed
for folic acid by attaching
a fluorescent dye to it."

Low says the fluores-
cent imaging agent can
allow surgeons to be more
precise.

"Cancer lesions are of-
ten removed very crudely
by cutting large margins
around that cancer tissue
and resecting a lot of
healthy tissue,” he said.
“That can often be damag-
ing to the patient, especial-
ly when the healthy tissue
is very valuable — and in
most cases it is."

Dr. Leslie Randall,
professor of gynecologic
oncology at the Virginia
Commonwealth University
School of Medicine, was
among those who tested
the drug during the clinical
trials.

"In the 21st century,
there ought to be better
ways to image tumors, to
see a tumor," she said. "I
think any patient who's
facing a surgery would
want their surgeon to have
a way to see their tumor
better and to be able to
better know with certainty
that the tumor is out."

In an analysis of a sub-
group of patients during
the clinical trials with
patients who underwent
surgery following chemo-
therapy (which is called
“interval debulking sur-
gery”) use of the imaging
agent allowed additional
cancer to be found in 40%
of patients. However, be-
cause of the small size of
the group, a representative
for On Target Laboratories
said, "These results may
be overstated and should
be interpreted cautiously. "

Randall is optimistic
about this use.

"We need this. We want
this,” Randall said. “There
might be applicability
to robotic surgery in the
future, which is where a
lot of us are taking our
interval debulking surgery.
Especially in the interval
debulking setting, where
the tumor has been treated
with chemotherapy and
you're not sure not sure
what's still a viable tumor.
I think it can be really
helpful in that situation."

Chris Barys, CEO of On
Target Laboratories, says
the imaging agent is just
the first of the fluorescent
imaging drugs developed
at Purdue undergoing
testing.

"Dr. Low's vision didn't
stop at just one molecule.
We believe we have the
opportunity to develop a
portfolio of molecules,"
he said. "We are current-
ly evaluating an imaging
agent for detecting lung
cancer in a phase 3 trial.

"Beyond that, we have
an ongoing trial for pros-
tate cancer, and we are
also making strong prog-
ress in the research lab for
colon cancer. When you
think about these indica-
tions, they make up ap-

proximately three-fourths
of all in-patient cancer
cases here in the United
States. "

Low says cancer surgery
is moving quickly toward
noninvasive precision tech-
niques such as endoscopic
and robotic surgeries, and
the tumor-targeted fluores-
cent imaging agents will be
essential for these proce-
dures as the surgeon's use
of hands to palpate the
tumor site is eliminated.

"I think the technology
we're pioneering is very
clearly front and center
in making this possible, "
Low said.

A YouTube video
featuring Low explaining
how the drug works is
available.

Low conducts his
research as part of the
Purdue University Center
for Cancer Research. The
center is one of only seven
basic science laboratory
cancer centers recognized
by the National Cancer
Institute, which is part of
the National Institutes of
Health. The center brings
together more than 110
researchers at Purdue who
study cancer at the cellular
level. 7

Low disclosed his inno-
vation to illuminate ovar-
ian cancer tumors to the
Purdue Research Founda-
tion Office of Technology
Commercialization. OTC
applied for patent pro-
tection on the intellectual
property and licensed it to
On Target Laboratories,
which is based in West
Lafayette, Indiana. Low is
the founder and chief sci-
ence officer of On Target
Laboratories.

According to a state-
ment from On Target
Laboratories, the most
common side effects
of Cytalux reported in
clinical trials were nausea,
vomiting, abdominal pain,
flushing, indigestion, chest
discomfort, itching and
allergic reaction during
administration or infusion
(see additional important
safety information). The
majority of side effects
were mild to moderate.

Indianapolis Zoo and CareSource begin three-year collaboration

The Indianapolis Zoo’s
annual Christmas at the
Zoo is underway for its
53rd year, this year joined
by exclusive presenting
sponsor CareSource, a
nationally recognized
nonprofit health plan. This
year will mark the start of
a three-year partnership
as the organizations work
together to make lasting
memories for the event’s
more than 100,000 annual
visitors.

The beloved holiday
tradition opened the
2021 season on Nov. 20
and will continue daily
through Dec. 30, with clo-
sures only on Christmas

Eve and Christmas Day.
The event uses 100%
energy-efficient lights to
illuminate its variety of
guest experiences, includ-
ing real reindeer housed
in Santa’s Barn, a penguin
photo-opportunity bench,
warm beverages at Tinsel
Tavern, fire pit areas, and
much more.

“Meaningful collabora-
tion is one of our values,
and our partnership with
the Indianapolis Zoo is
one way to see that value
come to life,” said Steve
Smitherman, CareSource
Indiana president. “Christ-
mas at the Zoo has been
a long-standing tradition

for many families in the
Indianapolis community,
and we’re excited to take
part in it.”

A trailblazer in holiday
light events, the Indianap-
olis Zoo was the first zoo
in the nation to put on a
“Zoo lights” in 1967 and
has been nominated for
USA Today’s 10Best Zoo
Lights for seven consec-
utive years. Indianapolis
Zoo fans near and far can
cast their daily vote to
show support of the Zoo.

"We are thrilled to
have CareSource as our
presenting partner for
Christmas at the Zoo,”
said Carla Knapp, In-

dianapolis Zoo public
relations specialist. “For
53 years, we have been
welcoming families from
around Central Indiana to
the Indianapolis Zoo for
a magical holiday ex-
perience. Having Care-
Source’s support enables
us to share our beloved
tradition with new gen-
erations of Hoosiers and
help them create lasting
memories. "

Christmas at the Zoo
is free for Zoo members
and included with regular
admission. Visit www.
indianapoliszoo.com for
tickets and more informa-
tion.

Ivy Tech won’t hold back
student transcripts anymore

Ivy Tech Community
College announced to-
day that the College will
make available the tran-
scripts of all students
regardless of whether
the student owes a
balance to the College.
Withholding transcripts
has been a common
way for most higher
education institutions
to incentivize students
to pay debts. However,
the practice makes it
difficult for students to
transfer and continue
their education.

“Our primary goal at
Ivy Tech Community Col-
lege is to prepare individ-
uals to achieve their goals
and contribute to their
families and their commu-
nities through high-wage
careers,” said Sue Ellsper-
mann, President of the
College. “We are working
to remove barriers in the
way of achieving that
goal, and this is a step
we can take to move our
students toward a better
financial future.”

The new policy does not
forgive debt, but it does
provide a way forward for
students to continue their
academic pursuits, which
in turn sets them up for
greater financial prosper-
ity. The policy positive-
ly impacts as many as
82,000 students statewide.

In recent years, the
College has explored a
number of innovative
ways to increase the grad-
uation rate of its students.
The new transcript policy,
along with the Ivy +
tuition and books program
and other initiatives en-
courage students to com-
plete their degrees faster
and with fewer barriers.

IVY TECH

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Nearly all (98 percent)
of the 410 respondents to
a 2016 survey from the
National Association of
College and University
Business Officers (NA-
CUBO) indicated their
higher education institu-
tions hold transcripts as
a debt collection tactic.
Nationally, according to
the study, Solving Strand-
ed Credits: Assessing
the Scope and Effects of
Transcript Withholding
on Students, States, and
Institutions, approximately
6.6 million students have
“stranded credits,” or ac-
ademic credits they earned
but cannot access due to
unpaid balances.

Additionally, accord-
ing to a survey from the
American Association
of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers
(AACRAO), public insti-
tutions that enroll higher
percentages of Pell-eli-
gible students are more
likely to withhold tran-
scripts for an outstanding
balance. This suggests that
students who are most in
need are disproportionally
affected by transcript hold
policies.

Be Well Helpline provides
mental health counseling

The Indiana Family and
Social Services Adminis-
tration today announced
that its Be Well Crisis
Helpline has surpassed
25,000 calls, a milestone
in its ongoing efforts to
provide Hoosiers with
free, confidential mental
health counseling and
resources.

The support line is
available through Indiana
211 and enables Indiana
residents to speak with
trained, compassionate
counselors 24/7. Approxi-
mately 59% of callers have
received a referral for
additional mental health or
substance use services or
requested additional crisis
counseling. FSSA also an-
nounced that federal fund-
ing will allow the agency
to operate the Be Well
Crisis Helpline through at
least March of 2023.

“FSSA is proud of the
important and continuing
role our crisis counselors
have played to connect
with Hoosiers and provide
them with the resources
they need to support their
mental health,” said Dan
Rusyniak, M.D., FSSA
secretary. “We remain
committed to providing
free, confidential and easy
access to this resource for
Hoosiers in any time of
need.”

FSSA’s Division of
Mental Health and Addic-
tion initially launched the
Be Well Crisis Helpline in
July 2020 in response to
the increased stress, anxi-
ety and isolation Hoosiers
were experiencing because
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Since the helpline’s
inception, counselors have
invested more than 5,823
hours helping Hoosiers
manage their mental

health. Individuals who
call the crisis helpline seek
support for several distress
reactions including anxiety
or fearfulness, issues with
sleep, isolation, intru-

sive thoughts, difficulty
concentrating or making
decisions, fatigue and
sadness.

There continues to be a
growing need for the Be
Well Crisis Helpline as the
number of calls received
reached an all-time high
of 2,228 in October 2021.
Counselors have reported
that not only is the call
volume increasing, so is
the critical nature of the
calls. The most prevalent
issues Hoosiers are experi-
encing recently include de-
pression, anxiety, feelings
of being overwhelmed,
and loneliness.

“As Hoosiers continue
to cope with the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
along with other stressors
brought on by everyday
life, it’s clear that re-
sources such as the Be
Well Crisis Helpline are
still needed to support the
overall well-being of in-
dividuals statewide,” said
Kelsi Linville, DMHA’s
director of crisis services.

Indiana residents can
speak with a trained men-
tal health counselor by di-
aling 2-1-1 or the toll-free
number, 866-211-9966,
entering their ZIP code
and selecting the option for
the Be Well Crisis Help-
line. In addition, Be Well
Indiana’s website contains
supplemental resources
including blog posts and
videos offering tips for
maintaining mental health
as well as self-screening
tools. For more informa-
tion, please visit BeWel-
lIndiana.org.
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Holcomb accepting applications for fellowships

Gov. Eric Holcomb
is accepting applications
through Jan. 28, for the
2022-2023 Governor’s
Fellowship. The Gover-
nor’s Fellowship is highly
selective and provides a
unique experience in Indi-
ana state government by
placing fellows in various
state agencies on a rotating
basis throughout the year.

“Our Governor’s Fel-
lows are such a valuable
piece to our team,” Gov.

Holcomb said. “The wide
range of assistance they
provide over the course
of their fellowship is key
to serving Hoosiers in
a timely and thorough
manner.”

The program is open
to college graduates who
either received their bach-
elor’s degree beginning in
summer or fall of 2021 or
in spring of 2022. Fellows
are paid, full-time employ-
ees who participate in the

day-to-day activities of
state government.

Many Governor’s Fel-
low participants have gone
on to successful careers in
both the public and private
sectors—with some serv-
ing at the highest levels
of local, state and federal
government.

The application and
submission guidelines
can be found here. To be
eligible for consideration,
the application and all

supporting materials must
be postmarked or submit-
ted via email by Jan. 28,
2022.

Applicants should know
if they have been selected
for an interview no later
than Feb. 14, 2022. The
fellowship will begin July
1, 2022.

If you have questions
about the fellowship,
contact Emily Clancy at
the Governor’s Office at
eclancy@gov.in.gov.

Braun and Hassan’s Hire Veteran Health Heroes Act signed into law

The Hire Veteran Health
Heroes Act of 2021 was
signed into law by Presi-
dent Joe Biden this week.
This bipartisan legislation
was first introduced by
U.S. Senators Mike Braun
(R-IN) and Maggie Hassan
(D-NH).

The Hire Veteran Health
Heroes Act of 2021 directs
the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to create a
program that will help
actively recruit medical
personnel, who are within
one year of completing
their military service, to
remain in federal health
care in departments like
Veterans Affairs.

Representatives Robert
E. Latta (OH-05) and
Kathleen M. Rice (NY-04)
introduced companion leg-
islation in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

“The men and wom-
en who serve our nation
deserve access to the best
resources that will help
them succeed as they tran-

sition to civilian life. I was
proud to lead this bipar-
tisan effort with Senator
Hassan that will create a
program to actively hire
veterans and transitioning
service members who have
the skills critically need-
ed in federal health care
departments. Now that this
legislation has been signed
into law, we are one step
closer to fulfilling our ob-
ligation to those who have
served to get them the best
health services possible.”
- Senator Braun

"We promise our veter-
ans that we will be there
for them, and today, here
at the White House, we
took a small step forward
in helping keep that prom-
ise. I was proud to work
with Senator Braun on this
important legislation be-
cause we must always en-
sure that veterans have the
support and resources that
they need to succeed, and
a critical way to do that is
by expanding employment

opportunities for our na-
tion's heroes and strength-
ening their health care,"
said Senator Hassan. "Our
veterans continue to serve
even after they transition
to civilian life and I am
pleased to help service
members find meaningful
employment that allows
them to continue their mis-
sion to support the safety
and health of their fellow
Americans.”

BACKGROUND

- In November 2019,
the VA Inspector General
stated that staff shortages
are a root cause of many
of the problems in veter-
ans’ care.

- The Department
of Defense has robust
medical departments in
the Army, Navy, and Air
Force totaling 111,462
Active Duty and 67,951
Reserve personnel in
2020. All or part of the
medical education and
training has been paid for
by the Federal govern-

ment.

- Their Military Occu-
pation Specialties (MOSs)
span the full spectrum of
the medical professions
from primary care physi-
cians, to neurosurgeons,
nurse practitioners, health
care administrators, physi-
cal therapists, pharmacists,
radiology technicians,
medical logistician, bio-
medical maintenance, etc.

- All of these medical
specialties can be utilized
in the VHA, and their
knowledge of the new
electronic health record
will also be invaluable.

- Currently, an average
of 13,000 active duty med-
ical department members
separate from the military
each year at the end of
enlistments/contracts or
through retirement.

- There is no formal pro-
gram in place to actively
recruit them to remain
in federal health care in
departments like Veterans
Affairs (VA).
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Dan Goldwasser, associate professor of computer
science at Purdue University, uses his expertise in
machine learning to connect natural language with
real-world scenarios and to guide natural language

understanding.

Training computers to tease
out the subtext behind text

It is hard enough for hu-
mans to interpret the deep-
er meaning and context
of social media and news
articles. Asking computers
to do it is a nearly impos-
sible task. Even C-3PO,
fluent in over 6 million
forms of communication,
misses the subtext much of
the time.

Natural language
processing, the subfield
of artificial intelligence
connecting computers
with human languages,
uses statistical methods to
analyze language, often
without incorporating the
real-world context needed
for understanding the shifts
and currents of human
society. To do that, you
have to translate online
communication, and the
context from which it
emerges, into something
the computers can parse
and reason over.

Dan Goldwasser, associ-
ate professor of computer
science at Purdue Univer-
sity, and other members of
his team strive to address
that by developing new
ways to model human lan-
guage and allow computers
to better understand us.

“The motivation of our
work is to get a better
understanding of public
discourse, how different
issues are discussed, the
arguments made and the
perspectives underlying
these arguments,” Gold-
wasser said. “We would
like to represent the points
of view expressed by the
thousands, or even more,
of people describing their
experiences online. Under-
standing the language used
to discuss issues can help
shed light on the differ-
ent considerations behind
decision-making processes,
including both individu-
al health and well-being
choices and broader policy
decisions.”

Goldwasser emphasizes
that part of the challenge
is that so much of online

communication relies on
readers already knowing
the context — whether it’s
shorthand on Twitter or
the basis of understanding
a meme. To analyze the
communication, the con-
text is a vital part of the
message.

“In many of the sce-
narios we study, progress
relies on finding new ways
to conceptualize language
understanding, by ground-
ing it in a real-world
context,” he said. “Op-
erationalizing it requires
developing new technical
solutions.”

Goldwasser and his
students use techniques
distilled from the com-
bined wisdom of computer
science, artificial intelli-
gence and computational
social science.

Goldwasser’s lab studies
the language used on social
media, traditional media
stories and in legislative
texts to understand the
context and assumptions of
the speakers and writers.
In a world where the
written word is flourishing
and every person with an
internet connection can
act as a journalist, being
able to study and analyze
that writing in an unbiased
manner is crucial to human
understanding of our own
society.

Goldwasser is an expert
in using machine learning
to analyze natural language
and can comment on:

* The context of politics
in social media and news
media.

* How the framing of
messages and issues in
laws, news stories, and
online affect real-world
behavior.

* Modeling human
mental states and analyzing
Twitter user’s lifestyle
choices.

* Social media usage
by U.S. politicians on two
politically divisive issues:
gun control and immigra-
tion.
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