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Noblesville’s Christmas 
Parade is finally returning to 
Downtown, Mayor Chris Jensen 
has told the Times, albeit in 

“Whatever you do, don’t fall asleep.”
- From Nightmare on Elm Street

Philippians 3:7-8 But what 
things were gain to me, those 

I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea doubtless, and I count 

all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count 

them but dung, that I may win 
Christ.

SERVING ARCADIA  ATLANTA  CARMEL  CICERO  FISHERS  
NOBLESVILLE  SHERIDAN  WESTFIELD AND ALL OF HAMILTON COUNTY

TIMESThe

Hamilton County’s Own Daily Newspaper

NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA WWW.THETIMES24-7.COM50¢

THURSDAY
Oct. 20, 2022

 TODAY’S VERSE

And Another Thing...

1. Howl-O-Ween
Calling all pup-kins! Hamilton Town 

Center, in partnership with Outlook 
Hamilton, is celebrating the spookiest 
time of year with a Howl-O-Ween event 
at the center’s dog park. On Oct. 29, 
from 1–4 p.m., shoppers are invited to 
bring their furry friends for a ghoulish 
good time. Activities include Cartoon 
Dog Portraits, Three Dog Bakery 
Giveaways and more.
The first 100 costumed dogs will 

receive a goodie bag! For more 
information about Hamilton Town 
Center and other upcoming events, 
visit simon.com/mall/hamilton-town-
center.

2. Pumpkin Lovers
Ahead of Halloween and National 

Pumpkin Day on Oct. 26, LawnStarter 
ranked the 200 best cities for 
pumpkin lovers based on seven 
pumpkin-friendliness factors, including 
easy access to pumpkin patches, 
pumpkin treats and beverages and 
pumpkin-related events. Indianapolis 
finished 101st overall, though Indy 
did shine bright in one area, landing 
in a tie for third on the list of ‘most 
breweries serving pumpkin or pumpkin 
spice beer.’ Cheers to you, Naptown.

3. New Park Preview
Geist Waterfront Park isn't set to 

open to the public until Spring 2023, 
but as major construction on Phase 1 
of the city's newest park wraps up for 
the year, Fishers Parks and the Fishers 
Parks Foundation are hosting the Geist 
Waterfront Park Preview Night & Duck 
Drop on Nov. 19 from 4-6 p.m.
Get an early look at the park while 

taking part in the inaugural Duck Drop 
and enjoying food trucks, Fishers 
Parks games and activities, music 
and more. Support the Fishers Parks 
Foundation by purchasing a duck for 
the inaugural Duck Drop in the cove 
at the north side of the park. Watch 
from the beach as rubber ducks are 
launched. The owner of the first-place 
duck gets $500.
Supporting the Fishers Parks 

Foundation helps the Fishers Parks 
Department in a variety of ways, 
primarily with new amenities and 
beautification projects in parks all 
over Fishers.
Ducks are $5 per duck or 6 ducks 

for $25. Purchase your duck online 
at playfishers.com/659/Geist-
Waterfront-Park-Preview-Night-Duck
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 TODAY’S JOKE
What do you use to mend a jack-o-lantern? 
A pumpkin patch.

The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
JACKIE HUDNALL
for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
Just a few days left to head 

to the great Parke County 
Covered Bridge Festival. It’s one 
of my favorites!

 OBITUARIES
William D. Goodnight
Bruce Michael Springer
Peter Edward Wagner
Frederick ‘Fred’ Lewis Evans

Elderly people who exercise regu-
larly are less likely to suffer falls and 

fractures.
Today’s health tip was brought to you 
by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch 

his column each week in The Times and 
online at  www.thetimes24-7.com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP  TODAY’S QUOTE

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Levi Bates smile? 
“Kittens,” said the 8-year-old, a 
third-grade homeschooler. He was 
dressed up -- from head to toe, 
including his faked pointed ears -- 
as Link from the action-adventure 
game, “Legend of Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild.” He was found attending 
the 2022 Hamilton County 4-H 
Junior Leaders Halloween Party at 
the 4-H Fairgrounds in Noblesville. 
Could he hear better wearing the 
large rubber ears? “No, it’s just 
part of the costume,” he said grin-
ning. He has a sister, Quinn Bates, 
11, who was with him and dressed 
as a witch at the Halloween party. 
Their parents are Richard and 
Stephanie Bates. Levi likes to play 
outside, “pretty much run around 
and make noise.” Favorite school 
subject? “I do really like Science.” 
Favorite food? Chicken. Favorite 
movie? “One of my favorite movies 
is ‘Sonic.’ I also like ‘Spiderman.’” 
Read today’s Betsy Reason col-
umn for a list of Halloween and 
fall events.

People who call our community their own.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:59 a.m.      
SET: 6:57 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
HIGH: 60 °F
LOW: 30 °F

Today is…:
• Community Media Day
• National Day on Writ-

ing
• Wear Purple for Do-
mestic Violence Aware-

ness Day

What Happened On 
This Day:

• 1803 U.S. Senate rat-
ifies the Louisiana Pur-

chase
• 1903 The Boston Red 
Sox win the first modern 
World Series, defeating 
the Pittsburgh Pirates

• 1958 Paddington Bear 
makes his debut

Births On This Day:
• 1931 Mickey Mantle

American baseball player
• 1950 Tom Petty

American singer-song-
writer and musician

Deaths On This Day:
• 1950 Henry L. Stimson
American statesman, law-

yer and politician
• 1964 Herbert Hoover
American politician and 

31st President of the Unit-
ed States

Ghosts, Goblins, Ghouls, 
Oh My, Out for Halloween

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
Families ride a hay wagon during the 2022 Hamilton County 4-H Junior Leaders’ Community Hal-
loween Party earlier this month.

Earlier this month, I had the 
opportunity to attend the annual 
Hamilton County 4-H Junior 
Leaders Community Halloween 
Party.

I always love to attend the 
party, which my daughter is too 
old to attend as a guest; the par-
ty is for ages 10 and younger.

But she still got to dress up 
this year, as a witch, and as a 
new Junior Leader, she vol-
unteered helping at the party’s 
photo booth, helped clean up 
and enjoyed a Junior Leader 
pizza party afterward.

The party is such a fami-
ly-friendly event. A hayride 
takes guests out onto the 4-H 
Fairgrounds. Refreshments are 
served by volunteers. Junior 
Leaders lead the many games 
and work the haunted house.

Also, this month, my daughter 
also puts on her 1836 Prairi-
etown costume and heads back 
in time to Conner Prairie as 
a youth volunteer. The Brom 
Bones Chorus, for which she 
volunteers, is made up of 1836 BETSY REASON

The Times Editor
See BETSY Page A8

Nickel Plate Express 
Partners with Toys for Tots

As the holiday season quick-
ly approaches, Nickel Plate 
Express (NPX) and Toys for 
Tots have partnered together to 
collect toys for families in need 
this season.

To launch the toy drive, NPX 
will be offering a free caboose 
ride on Nov. 5 to each passen-
ger that brings a donation. The 
caboose rides will board from 
the newly renovated Hobbs 
Station located inside Forest 
Park from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. on 
a first come, first serve basis.

No tickets will be sold for this 
event. Passengers will enjoy 
a scenic ride on the historic 
Monon Caboose over the White 
River in downtown Noblesville.

“Toys for Tots is excited 
to partner with Nickel Plate 

Express for the 2022 Holiday 
season,” said Toys for Tots 
Civilian Coordinator Sabrina 
Young.

“This year is Toys for Tots 
75th year. We are so thrilled 
to be able to partner with an 
organization that has a beautiful 
train and draws a huge crowd 
each holiday season. It was the 
perfect fit to our iconic Toys for 
Tots train logo.”        

NPX will be accepting new, 
unwrapped toys for Toys for 
Tots through Dec. 23. In addi-
tion to the caboose rides being 
offered, NPX will be offering a 
visit with Santa on Dec. 15 from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The public is 
encouraged to bring a toy to 

See EXPRESS Page A8

More Parades 
for Noblesville
Newly-Formatted 
Christmas Parade 
to Come Through
Downtown Dec. 3

The Times archive photo
Look out for Santa Claus in downtown Noblesville on Dec. 3 in 
the City's newly-formatted Christmas Parade. The remaining 
dates and routes for parades will be announced in the future.

See PARADES Page A8
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 OBITUARIES Frederick ‘Fred’ Lewis Evans
August 12, 1935-October 16, 2022

Frederick ‘Fred’ Lewis Evans, 87, 
of Sheridan, left for his final fishing 
trip peacefully and surrounded by his 
loving wife and family on Oct. 16, 
2022.

Fred was born Aug. 12, 1935, to 
Frank and Pearl Evans of Greenville, 
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Evans married his beloved 
wife, Ardell (Thrasher) Evans, 
on Nov. 26, 1954, and they have 
celebrated 68 years of love and marriage together. The 
couple shared an amazing life together and anyone that 
knew them, knew they came as a package. Their love 
was everlasting and stood strong as the years went by. 
One of Mr. Evans’ final comments to his family was 
acknowledging his love for Ardell saying, “I love that 
woman! I wouldn’t have made it without her. I’ve been 
with her my whole life.” Although he was always proud 
of catching the biggest fish, his true pride in life was 
that he caught the biggest prize of all, his dear wife 
Ardell.

In 1954, Mr. Evans moved from Pennsylvania to the 
Midwest and settled in Sheridan to begin what became 
a long and happy life with an ever-growing family. 
He was the proud father of four wonderful children 
that were the joy of his life. He was the proudest dad 
and could often be heard telling stories about all of his 
children’s successes in life. He stood with his children 
in good times and bad making sure that regardless of 
the outcome that they knew they were loved. Mr. Evans 
was a strong man that valued hard work and honesty. 
He passed down to all of his children the same strength 
and devotion to their own families.

He was the best Grandpa and was so proud of his 
grandchildren. Mr. Evans could be seen on the sidelines 
of ball games, attending grandparent’s days at their 
schools, talent shows, watching many weddings, and 
holding lots of new born great-grandchildren. He loved 
to tease all the kids and see them smile.

Mr. Evans worked for Ford Motor Company in India-
napolis for 40 years as a Tool and Precision Die-Cutting 
Specialist. He retired from Ford in 1997 and celebrated 
25 years of retirement this year. Prior to his exten-
sive career at Ford Motor Company, Fred worked for 
Greenville Steel Car in Greenville, Penn., Gentry Ex-
cavating, Biddle Manufacturing and Herschel Graham’s 
Gas Station, all in Sheridan.

He was a long-standing member of the Free and Ac-
cepted Masons Lodge in Pickard, Ind., and was raised 
to Master Mason by his son, Bruce Evans. He was 
proud of being a Brother Mason and was honored to live 
by their principles and share in the fellowship.

Mr. Evans will be remembered as a skilled fisherman, 
avid hunter, and an expert storyteller. His stories ranged 
from finding many coolers full of morel and snake head 
mushrooms in the woods of Michigan and Indiana; the 
battles with Tennessee’s water snakes; fishing and boat-
ing the chilly waters of Minnesota and Ontario, Canada; 
and even bear hunting in the hills of Pennsylvania. He 
was one of the greatest fishermen that people knew. 
He was so proud to tell everyone that his biggest fish 
was caught in Orr, Minnesota on the Vermillion River 
and was a 29-pound 54-inch Northern Pike. Mr. Evans 
loved to go fishing with his wife and kids as well as the 
many friends he made over the years. He was always 
happiest in the seat of his boat, his family and friends by 
his side, a fishing pole in his hand, and the sun coming 
up over the horizon. There was always a plentiful feast 
to follow with the days catch.

He also found his passion in wild-game hunting. Mr. 
Evans would often travel to Iowa with his bird dogs to 
score his prized pheasants and quail; enjoyed hunting 
deer, rabbit, and raccoon in Indiana; and hunting geese, 
turkey, rabbit, and deer in Pennsylvania. It provided 
him a great honor to teach his sons how to trap game. 
He was also proud of his many accomplishments as a 
self-taught bowler and golfer – earning trophies in both 
throughout the years.

Survivors include his wife Ardell (Thrasher) Evans; 
three children Fred Evans, Jr. (Christy) of Lima, Ohio, 
Theresa Evans of Sheridan and Bruce Evans of Sheri-
dan; nine grandchildren Brad (Adrian) Sutton, Jeff Sut-
ton, Todd Jones, Kyle (Stef) Jones, Rodger Chaudion, 
Brett (Sandra) Evans, Stacey (Steven) Dollahan, Dan-
ielle (Zach) Richie and Bruce Evans; 27 great-grand-
children Kaleb, Nikki, Summer, Emma, Logan, Alyssa, 
Bryce, Brandon, Wyatt, Anna, Austan, Drew, Brooke, 
Bailey, Jeffrey, Kate, Dane, Rory, Cayden, Collin, 
Parker, Cooper, Addie, Gabrealla, Abigail, and Olivia 
and Raegan; and eight great-great grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his daughter Debra Ann 
Sutton (Charles); parents Frank and Pearl Evans; two 
brothers Bill Evans and Ted Evans; four sisters Marian 
Smith, Winifred ‘Winnie’ Spain, Alice (Jim) Frye and 
Romona (Al) ‘Monie’ Pitts; grandson, Andy Tishner; 
great-grandson Austin Sutton; and his loving mother-
in-law, which he shared a special bond with, Armina 
Swift.

The family requests donations be made to the Sher-
idan Fire and Rescue Department in honor of all their 
support during Mr. Evans’ final years or to the Ameri-
can Legion Ladies Auxiliary Post 67 of Sheridan for the 
gracious dinner that will be provided in memory of Mr. 
Evans.

To honor the extraordinary life of Mr. Evans, Grave-
side Services are scheduled to be held at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 24, 2022, at Boxley Cemetery, 25911 Six 
Points Rd., Sheridan.

A celebration-of-life dinner is scheduled to be held 
upstairs at the American Legion in Sheridan at 12:30 
p.m. immediately following the service. Come and help 
the family honor Mr. Evans with wonderful laughter, 
stories of the past and help them say goodbye to one of 
the good ones.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Kercheval Fu-
neral Home in Sheridan.

William D. Goodnight
August 22, 1962-August 31, 2022

William D. Goodnight, age 60, 
of Pinellas Park, Fla., formerly of 
Sheridan, was called to his Heavenly 
home on Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2022, 
at Largo Medical Center in Largo, 
Florida, surrounded by his loving 
family.

He was born on Aug. 22, 1962, 
at Fort Hood, Texas, son of Caro-
line Jane (Mossburg) Goodnight and 
Lowell Meredith Goodnight.

Mr. Goodnight was a 1981 Sheridan High School 
graduate, where he was a proud member of the 1980 
Sheridan Blackhawks State Football Championship team. 
He earned his Bachelor of Business at Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Marion Indiana. This led him into owning 
his own business “1” Will Do Carpet Cleaning, Residen-
tial and Commercial Mr. Goodnight He enjoyed meeting 
and becoming close friends with his customers. Later, 
he was in sales with Republic Waste Management until 
moving to Florida in 2021, where he was in sales for 
Waste Pro.

His real passion was working with the youth in football 
and basketball. That led him into the Zionsville Youth 
Program, where he coached several different football and 
basketball youth teams. He met so many wonderful boys 
and their parents, which was very life fulfilling for him.

Mr. Goodnight always dreamed of moving to Florida 
to enjoy the sunshine, beaches and watching the sunsets 
over the ocean. So glad he was able to do just that.

Survivors include his mother Caroline Jane (Moss-
burg) Goodnight of Sheridan; two daughters, who were 
the loves of his life, Gabrielle Marie Goodnight of Indi-
anapolis and Ellie Grace Goodnight of Fishers; several 
aunts, uncles and cousins; companion Christy Jones 
of Clearwater, Florida; and his faithful canine buddy 
Dottie.

He was preceded in death by his father Lowell M. 
Goodnight; paternal grandparents Burford Goodnight and 
Anna Mae Goodnight; and maternal grandparents Ernest 
and Maxine Mossburg. 

A Celebration of Life is scheduled to be held at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 
306 E. 10th Street, Sheridan, with Visitation scheduled 
to run from 12 p.m. noon until the time of Service. Cade 
Stockwell will be officiating. Mr. Goodnight will be laid 
to rest at Crown View Cemetery in Sheridan at a later 
date.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Kercheval Funer-
al Home in Sheridan.

Bruce Michael Springer
February 17, 1953-October 16, 2022

Bruce Michael Springer, 69, of 
Lapel, Indiana, passed away on Oct. 
16, 2022, at Community Heart and 
Vascular Hospital in Indianapolis 
following an extended illness.

He was born on Feb. 17, 1953, in 
Anderson to Daniel and Lillian (Bow-
en) Springer.

Mr. Springer attended Madison 
Heights High School and graduated 
from Lapel High School.

He retired in 2005 from Bridgestone-Firestone after 
33 years of employment. He attended Ford Street United 
Methodist Church.

He enjoyed woodworking in his workshop. Mr. 
Springer had three passions, IU basketball, Colts football 
and 67 Pontiac GTO’s. He was always kind and helpful, 
even after dementia. He loved helping and being there 
for others.

Survivors include his wife Tonja (Fischvogt) Springer, 
whom he married on Sept. 1, 1979 at Anderson Christ 
Lutheran Church; two sons James ‘Matt’ Springer of 
Anderson, Daniel (Laura) Springer of Lapel and daugh-
ter Kyndra Springer of Lapel; brother Mark Springer of 
Lapel; three grandchildren Teliecia (Stephen) Dickey, 
Taylor Springer and Tabi Springer; and several nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; four brothers 
Paul Springer, Rod Springer, Jerry Springer and Bill 
Springer; and two nephews Scott Springer and Brian 
Springer.

A funeral service is scheduled to be held at 2 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 24, 2022, at Ford Street United Method-
ist Church, 925 Ford Street, Lapel with the Rev. Glenn 
Knepp officiating. Burial will follow in Brookside Cem-
etery in Lapel.

Visitation is scheduled to held be from 12-2 p.m. on 
Monday at the church.

Memorial contributions may be made to Anderson 
Protection League, 613 Dewey Street, Anderson, Ind. 
46016.

Online condolences may be shared at hersbergerbozell.
com.

Peter Edward Wagner
August 13, 1946-October 17, 2022

Peter Edward Wagner, 76 of 
Noblesville, and formerly of Dudley, 
Mass., passed away on Monday, 
Oct. 17, 2022.

He was born on Aug. 13, 1946 in 
Webster, Mass. to Henry and Vivian 
Wagner.

Mr. Wagner graduated from Mar-
ianapolis in Thompson, Conn., and 
was a US Air Force Veteran serving 
as a chaplain’s assistant during the 
Vietnam War. He worked as an audi-
tor in the insurance industry, first 
retiring from CIGNA and later from 
Liberty Mutual.

He was a member of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and enjoyed sailing 
in Rhode Island. Mr. Wagner en-
joyed spending time at Union Point 
on Webster Lake and vacationing on Cape Cod or Key 
West.

He was an avid reader and dog lover. May he Rest In 
Peace assured that he did more than the best he could.

Survivors include his wife Diane of Noblesville; 
daughter Pam Wagner of Dudley, Mass.; children Cody 
and Shannon Germain of Dudley, Mass.; step-children 
Christopher (Sarah) Latello of Lynn, Ind., Anthony 
(Nanci) Latello of Noblesville and Lisa (Glenn) Hendrix 
of Noblesville; and step-grandchildren children Amaya 
Latello, Paige Latello, Jaxson Latello, Torry Latello, 
Graelyn Hendrix and Clayton Hendrix.

Family services are planned at a later date in Massa-
chusetts.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American 
Diabetes Association.

Definition of 
Insanity – and Voting

Not too long from now 
we’re going to head to the 
polls to once again put 
people in office who are 
the problem.

Think not? It doesn’t 
matter if you are a Repub-
lican, Democrat, Libertar-
ian, Independent or some 
other affiliation. Every 
election, We The People 
continually place or return 
to office politicians who 
routinely agree to spend 
more than they bring in.

I know, I know, we can 
couch that into a thousand 
different ways and we 
can use all sorts of fancy 
words and long-winded 
explanations, but that’s 
what it boils down to, isn’t 
it? We are electing Con-
gressmen and women to 
positions of power while 
they demonstrate the fiscal 
integrity of a teen-ager on 
a shopping trip to the mall 
with mom and dad’s credit 
card.

Do you think any of 
them handle their own 
finances that way? Of the 
ones who are not career 
politicians, do you think 
they run their businesses 
that way?

And how is it that $31 
trillion dollars in debt 
isn’t the hot topic every 
election?

I’ll tell you why. Be-
cause most of them don’t 
want to talk about it. And 
it’s understandable. $31 
trillion has 12 zeroes in it. 
Who wants to talk about 
that?

Well, we should.
$31,000,000,000,000.
It even LOOKS like a 

lot.
Why are we not sick 

and tired of it? If our local 
officials were throwing 
us into the deep, dark 
abyss of debt that seems 
to have no bottom, we’d 
vote them out of office in 
a heartbeat . . . well, let’s 
leave Carmel out of it for 
now.

But we do it on the 
national level.

Every.
Single.
Time.
They all talk about it 

a lot when campaigning, 
don’t they? But once in 
office, they all act like 
there’s nothing they can 
do about this massive and 
crippling debt – well, not 
only that, but they then 
turn around and add to it. 
Oh sure, some of them 
rail and wail, wring their 
hands and gnash their 
teeth. That looks great 
in the papers and sounds 
good on TV and radio. 
But take a look at their 
voting record. Like my 
granddad used to say, 
what you’re doing speaks 
so loudly I can’t hear what 
you’re saying.

Here's the thing though. 
While I get the fact that 
a trillion bucks times 31 
is a boatload of money, it 
doesn’t necessarily have to 
be insurmountable, does 
it?

Do you remember a few 
years ago when then-In-
diana Gov. Mitch Daniels 
struck a deal to lease a toll 
road in northern Indiana 
for almost $4 billion? 
The lease was for a long 
period, 75 years, and as 
it turned out, the overseas 
company that leased it has 
gone bankrupt. Good thing 
a bunch of that money 
was paid upfront, huh? 
(Nice work, Mr. Daniels!) 
If memory serves, those 
few billion bucks funded 
a lot of road work around 
the state and the negatives 
were pretty darn minimal.

Why couldn’t some-
thing similar work for 
the national debt? What 
if we leased more roads 
for gazillions of dollars? 
Contracts can be set that 
ensure tolls don’t go too 
high and that the overall 
condition of the roads 

must be maintained. 
(Besides, could potholes 
possibly get worse?)

Maybe we lease some 
national parks? Again, 
we’re not selling them, 
just letting someone else 
run them for a while. I can 
hear folks screaming now, 
but just remember, it’s 
not forever. And whatever 
terms we set will probably 
be shorter than the years 
it will take our grandkids 
and great-grandkids to pay 
off the debt we’re piling 
on them now.

Let’s not stop at parks. 
We have a ton of land. 
What if we sold some – 
especially the ones with 
major de-fund the police 
movements? What do you 
think we could get for 
California or Michigan or 
Minnesota?

Too much? OK, fine. 
How about selling drill-
ing rights? Before folks 
scream about the ecology 
and global warming and 
all that, let’s keep in mind 
that a lot of the same folks 
who would line up to pay 
a pretty penny for those 
rights don’t exactly have 
stellar safety and environ-
mental records where they 
currently operate. Why 
does that matter? Because 
when we shut down our 
domestic production, we 
gave those folks carte 
blanche to rape and pillage 
the earth anyway they 
want – and charge us an 
arm and a leg in the pro-
cess. Besides, if we leased 
them the rights maybe 
they’d have to hire some 
of the same Americans 
who lost their jobs when 
we stopped U.S. produc-
tion.

Here's a thought. How 
about if we cut every 
single federal department 
25 percent? C’mon, if 
anyone thinks they don’t 
have 25 percent fat that 
could be trimmed, well, 
I’ve got a newspaper com-
pany I would be happy to 
sell you. Cut the federal 
ones 25 percent, the state 
departments 10 percent 
and the local ones 5 per-
cent. And if any struggle 
figuring out how to do 
that, call a small business 
owner. I guarantee you 
they could figure it out.

Still not enough? How 
about dividing what’s 
left by 66? There are 50 
states and 16 territories. 
Seems fair that we all 
pony up our share. Heck, 
maybe we could even 
do it by population. No 
sense Indiana paying the 
same amount as Califor-
nia, Michigan, Texas and 
such. Oh wait, is that too 
much like the Electoral 
College? Sorry.

Maybe instead of trying 
our damndest to screw 
over the richest folks in 
the country, how about 
if we offer them a sweet-
heart deal? What if we 
told them that they and 
their corporations don’t 
have to pay taxes for the 
next 20 or so years – if 
they write a check with 12 
zeroes in it today.

Just saying.
It won’t be enough that 

we do all this though. 
Somehow, someway, 
we are going to have to 
change who we hire/elect 
so they can’t spend us 
right back into the same 
hole.

The bottom line is that 
I’m not the smartest guy 
in the room, even when 
the room is really, really 
small. I’m just a newspa-
per vagabond with holes in 
the bottom of his Weejuns. 
But I know this – there 
are answers to the national 
debt. The first one is stop 
spending more than we 
have. The second is find 
ways to pay what we owe 
and the third is to not dig 
the hole again. Why is this 
never the conversation?

Two cents, which is about 
how much Timmons said his 
columns are worth, appears 
periodically on Thursdays 
in The Times. Timmons is 
the chief executive officer 
of Sagamore News Media, 
the company that owns The 
Noblesville Times. He is also 
a proud Noblesville High 
School graduate and can 
be contacted at ttimmons@
thetimes24-7.com.

TIM TIMMONS
Two Cents

Thanks for reading The Times!

Obituary deadline
The Times publishes obituaries daily at www.

thetimes24-7.com, and in its print product every day 
with the exception of Sundays and Tuesdays.

All obituaries must come from a funeral home.
A photo may be included and should be sent as a high-

resolution JPEG. 
Daily obituary deadline is 4 p.m. for the following 

day’s print publication.
To read more obituaries, visit www.thetimes24-7.com.

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!
After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online:

IndianaPublicNotices.com
TheTimes24-7.com
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317-349-3169

7 AM - 10 PM
7 Days A Week

601 W. Main Street • Arcadia

Contact us today 
for fast 

junk removal!
NELSON’S

BARBERSHOP
9165 Otis Ave Suite 267 •  Indianapolis

317- 790-5353
Monday        9-7     Friday       9-9   
Tuesday        9-7 Saturday    9-5
Wednesday  9-7 Sunday     10-2
Thursday      9-9

Meals on Wheels of Hamilton 
County, Duke Energy Serve 
Up New Breakfast Program

Nickel Plate Arts to Pursue Historic 
Lacy Building for Artist Studios

After a successful 
pilot program, Meals 
on Wheels of Hamilton 
County has officially 
launched a new frozen 
breakfast option for 
its clients, furthering 
the organization’s 
mission of enhancing 
the quality of life of 
homebound individuals 
and seniors in Hamilton 
County by providing 
nutritious meals, 
personal interactions, and 
independence.

Beth Gehlhausen, 
Meals on Wheels of 
Hamilton County 
Executive Director, 
notes the response to 
the breakfast option has 
been overwhelmingly 
positive. During the 
pilot program, a $2,800 
grant from Duke Energy 
made breakfast meals 
possible five days a week 
for eight weeks for 12 
clients.

The frozen breakfasts 
are delivered Friday 
mornings and can come 
in quantities from two up 
to seven. "Because the 
breakfasts are frozen, it 
gives our clients greater 
flexibility to enjoy their 
meals on days and times 
that work for them," said 
Gehlhausen.

By introducing the 
frozen breakfast option 

to their meal offerings, 
Meals on Wheels has 
seen their monthly orders 
increase from an average 
of 634 meals monthly to 
1,700 meals last month.

"Duke Energy was 
proud to support Meals 
on Wheels of Hamilton 
County through their 
pilot process," said Duke 
Energy Community 
Relations Liaison Dagny 
Zupin.

"This option is another 
great way for Meals 
on Wheels of Hamilton 
County to continue 
feeding their clients 
who may be struggling 
with health and mobility 
barriers."

About Meals on 
Wheels of Hamilton 
County:

Established in 1975, 
Meals on Wheels of 
Hamilton County 
enhances the quality 
of life of homebound 
individuals and seniors 
in Hamilton County 
by providing nutritious 
meals, personal 
interactions and 

independence.
Meals are prepared 

in state-approved 
healthcare facilities and 
designed by a certified 
registered dietitian under 
a physician’s prescribed 
supervision according 
to the client’s specific 
dietary needs. Over 200 
meals are delivered daily 
by volunteers to enable 
our clients to remain 
independently living 
within the community in 
their own homes for as 
long as possible.

For more information 
on receiving services 
or to volunteer, contact 
Meals on Wheels at (317) 
776-7159.

About Duke Energy 
Indiana:

Duke Energy Indiana, 
a subsidiary of Duke 
Energy, provides about 
6,300 megawatts of 
owned electric capacity 
to approximately 
870,000 customers in 
a 23,000-square-mile 
service area, making it 
Indiana’s largest electric 
supplier.

Photo courtesy of Meals on Wheels
Posed together are (from left to right) Meals on Wheels of Hamilton County Client 
Services Coordinator Janet Richardson, Eric Erby of Trio, Meals on Wheels of Ham-
ilton County Executive Director Beth Gehlhausen and volunteer Melody Heer.

The iconic Lacy Building 
in downtown Noblesville is 
getting a new twist on its 
decades of rich history.

In late 2021, Chris 
Nurnberger and his wife 
Katie reached out to Nickel 
Plate Arts after purchasing 
the property. They asked 
what the Noblesville Arts 
community might need and 
revealed that they would 
love to find a way for the 
building to be a home for 
artists and artistic ventures.

The building has some 
especially unique spaces, 
including two mezzanines 
that may make quality 
artist studios as well as 
a basement that could be 
some form of workshops.

“I was immediately 
excited to hear that one of 
square’s oldest and largest 
buildings could have a 
new future and be fully 
activated after so many 
decades,” said Nickel 
Plate Arts Director Ailithir 
McGill.

Cleaning of the Lacy 
building was completed 
in Spring 2022, and some 
renovations are already 
beginning, including 
installation of an elevator 
that would make all floors 
of the building accessible.

McGill toured the 
building in December 2021 
and saw first-hand just how 
much work was ahead of 
Katie and Chris. Many 
sections of the building had 
been abandoned for years, 
and others were filled with 
storage.

The ballroom on the 
top floor had been carved 
into smaller rooms. The 
mezzanines, which occupy 
the back of the building 
between the 1st and 2nd 
and 2nd and 3rd floors, 
definitely have potential 
for artists. The building’s 
windows are bisect, 
allowing natural light to be 
at a premium, and there is 
opportunity for wide open 
spaces to accommodate 
flexible studio space for 
artists. The basement 
seemed like it could 
become a very useful 
space for woodworking, 
ceramics, or welding.

“It seemed like a 
match made in heaven,” 
said McGill.  “The 
more I looked, the more 
potential I saw, and the 
more I worked with the 
Nurnbergers, the more 
convinced I was that they 
wanted to be meaningful, 
long-term partners for the 
Arts community.”

Nickel Plate Arts’ plans 
are still tentative because 
the owners have a lot of 
decisions to make about the 
renovation. This endeavor 
is only made more 
difficult due to supply 
chain problems in the 
construction and material 
industry - impacting prices 
daily. 

After a few key 
conversations, Nickel 
Plate Arts is pursuing the 
following goals:

• Nickel Plate Arts 
plans to manage the studio 
spaces and likely hold a 
master lease with the Lacy 
Arts Building to sub-lease 
to artists, but the exact 
arrangements are not yet 
set in stone.

• Plans call for 
installing 15 to 20 studio 
spaces of various sizes on 
the two mezzanines. These 
spaces will be flexible 
and communal; the hope 
is to construct moveable 
walls to delineate the 
studios, with lots of shared 
common spaces.

• These studios could 
be used by traditional 
2-d artists, but could also 
be useful for graphic 
designers and even some 
3-d artists.

• If there is interest 
from the community, 
Nickel Plate Arts might 
be able to design some of 
the spaces for musicians or 
photographers.

• Incorporate a shared 
common room that could 
be used as a classroom or 
event space.

• In the basement, 
the goal is to develop 
two studios designed for 
ceramics work, including 
working kilns (and the 
ventilation systems needed 
for various ceramics 
projects). Nickel Plate 
Arts also hopes to fit a 
welding studio in the 
basement, complete with 
appropriate ventilation and 
safety equipment.

• There may also be a 
first floor space available 
for artists with an entry 
from the Alley behind 
the building. This space 
could be a great retail/
gallery location for one 
artist, or perhaps a shared 
space to feature work 
made by all of the artists 
in the building. The exact 
plans will depend upon the 
budget and interest from 
artists and community 
members.

• The Nurnbergers 
are open to exploring 
where art can be displayed 
throughout the building 
to give the studio artists 
even more opportunities 
to promote themselves and 
sell their work.

• The Nurnbergers 
are also enthusiastic 
about having the building 
open and activated for 
every First Friday, and 

they want to reserve the 
Ballroom space for artists 
to activate a few times 
a year for unique and 
engaging artist-focused 
events.

Nickel Plate Arts will 
have to figure out how 
to pay for certain aspects 
of adapting spaces to the 
needs of artists, which 
may end up being a pricey 
venture. 

This project was the 
focus at their Anniversary 
Gala, where over $10,000 
was raised specifically for 
installing studios in the 
Lacy Building. 

“That will get us a long 
way, but we anticipate 
needing more than twice 
that to make these spaces 
the attractive, professional, 
efficient spaces that local 
artists deserve,” McGill 
said. “Our hope is that the 
renovation will be well 
underway by the start of 
2023 and that these studios 
could begin taking shape 
by summer or fall of next 
year.” 

Nickel Plate Arts 
has a waiting list for 
studio spaces; artists 
should contact info@
nickelplatearts.org to get 
added to that waiting list in 
order to be considered for 
one of the new studios. 

Peterson Architecture 
Principal Darren Peterson 
is the head of the Nickel 
Plate Arts board, and his 
business partner Robert 
McGill is the lead architect 
on the project.

Artists who want to get 
more involved–or anyone 
wishing to support this 
project through monetary 
donations–can reach out to 
Director Ailithir McGill 
via email at amcgill@
nickelplatearts.org with 
“For the Lacy Arts 
Building Project” in the 
memo or notes.

About Nickel Plate Arts:
Nickel Plate Arts is 

an umbrella nonprofit 
organization that creates 
and coordinates arts and 
cultural experiences across 
communities in eastern 
Hamilton County and 
the surrounding areas to 
improve the quality of life 
for residents, strengthen 
local economies and 
enrich experiences for 
visitors. Nickel Plate Arts 
is a project of Hamilton 
County Tourism, Inc.

Photo courtesy of Nickel Plate Arts
The historic Lacy Building in downtown Noblesville is 
now a target of Nickel Plate Arts. The organization in-
tends to use the building to offer studios for artists’ use.

 Meeting Notes
Hamilton 

County 
Solid Waste 

Management 
District Board
Meeting Agenda
Monday, Oct. 24, 2022 

at 12 p.m. noon
Hamilton County 

Government and Judicial 
Center

Commissioner’s 
Courtroom, One 
Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville

1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Minutes
A. September 26, 

2022
3. Public Comments
4. Household 

Hazardous Waste Center 
Update

A. Director's Report
B. 2022 HHW Center 

Holiday Closure Request
5. Old Business
6. New Business
A. Approval of 

Vendor Claims
B. Approval of Payroll 

Claims
7. Adjourn

www.TheTimes24-7.com
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The Times

Serving Hamilton County 
and surrounding areas

BussellFamilyFunerals.com

Donna Bussell
Owner/Director

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032

317-587-2001

Traditional Services
Affordable Cremation

Pre-Planning

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood

REVOLT CBD
Natures Original Pharmacy
Indiana’s Online CBD Store

Indiana Grown & 
Manufactured

Free Deliveries on Thursdays

Use Coupon Code 
times20

 for 20% Off 
First Time Purchase

Free Consultation

Help w/ Inflammation, 
Sleep & Anxiety

RevoltCBD
Products.com

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood

Call or Text
765-918-7807

ROOF/HOUSE WASHING
GUTTER CLEANING

DRIVEWAY CLEANING
WOOD RESTORATION

LOW-PRESSURE SOFT WASHING

MUFFLERS
& MORE

317-896-5868
2235 Westfield Road • Noblesville

For fast 
repair service 
come see us at 

Mufflers & More!

HOME SERVICES

Roofing • Siding • Gutters
No job is too small!

Locally owned here in Noblesville

866-500-SAIL
www.redsailroofing.com

2301 E. Conner 
Noblesville

317-773-3288

Since 1964

Online Ordering is HERE! 
Visit our new website at 

www.jdrest.com 
to order now! 

Sign up for our email list 
to receive weekly 

deals and specials!
Monday - Saturday 6:30 AM - 9 PM

Sunday 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

RESTAURANTS RETAIL

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE

delonglandscapingllc.com

Stamp Concrete
Outdoor Lighting

Landscape Design

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE

317-201-5732
draperfencing.com

We are a veteran-owned 
and operated company, 
specializing in fences

 Letters

Reader Offers School 
Board Endorsements

Dear Editor,

When I was a little girl, 
I wanted to be a teacher 
when I grew up. I took 
a different career path, 
and while I may not be a 
teacher today, I know and 
respect many of them here 
in our community. My 
girls have been fortunate 
to learn from the best in 
the business during their 
time in this district.

The Noblesville Teach-
ers’ Forum is endorsing 
Chuck Haberman and Dr. 
Joe Forgey for Noblesville 
School Board. So am I. 
And I hope you will, too.

I am honestly exhausted 
by the current rhetoric 
that seeks to find fault 
with our teachers and li-
brarians who are working 
hard for our children. We 
have outstanding schools 
and libraries. We need to 
elect civil servants like 
Mr. Haberman and Dr. 
Forgey who will support 
our administrators, teach-
ers, and school staffers to 
continue pursuing excel-
lence. Other candidates 
seek to criticize and tear 
them down.

In 2018-19, I proudly 
participated in Miller 
Ambassadors, a year-
long program that takes 
citizens behind the scenes 
of our school system. 
During that time and in 
the years since, I have 
learned about the statis-

tics and honors proving 
that we have an A-rated 
district as determined by 
the Indiana Department of 
Education. Despite false 
claims that are circulat-
ing, we continue to score 
in the top 10 percent in 
the state on ILEARN, as 
only one metric of our 
success.

The Noblesville School 
Board election on Novem-
ber 8th is far more im-
portant than most people 
realize. We get only two 
votes to cast among five 
people running. Please 
learn the facts behind 
what our school board 
candidates represent and 
who is really driving and 
funding their campaigns.

In the case of Chuck 
Haberman and Dr. Joe 
Forgey, they are au-
thentic, locally support-
ed, grassroots leaders. 
These two respected and 
successful gentlemen are, 
without a doubt in my 
mind, our best choices.

Because Chuck Haber-
man is a newer name on 
the ballot, I want to share 
examples from his record 
of excellence. He attended 
Purdue for his undergrad-
uate work and Penn State 
for an advanced degree 
in Organization Develop-
ment and Change. Prior 
to that, he served eight 
years in the US Marine 
Corps as a Squad Leader 
and Engineer and earned 

a range of honors, includ-
ing multiple Certificates 
of Commendation. Chuck 
has traveled the world, 
even teaching English to 
Kindergarteners in Japan. 
He currently serves as 
the City of Noblesville’s 
Assistant Director of 
Economic Development. 
He is a proud graduate 
of the Hamilton County 
Leadership Academy 
and Miller Ambassadors; 
a featured speaker and 
panelist around town; a 
past coach for the Special 
Olympics; and a dedicat-
ed husband and father to 
two Noblesville children. 
These experiences show 
Chuck’s readiness to join 
Dr. Forgey as a school 
board member.

As a parent and a 
taxpayer, I care deeply 
about who is making the 
decisions that impact our 
students, our teachers, 
and our community at 
large. We cannot take our 
schools in the wrong di-
rection, and that is where 
I believe other candidates 
on the ballot want to go. 
Please vote for Chuck 
Haberman and Joe Forgey 
for Noblesville School 
Board. When you do, you 
will be voting for con-
tinued excellence, prog-
ress, and true caring and 
kindness.

Michelle Payne 
Noblesville

Get Your Holiday Treat Fix with New 
Options at Carmel Christkindlmarkt

The Carmel Christkindl-
markt will have new food 
and gift options available 
for purchase during the 
2022 season:

New food options 
include:

• Baumstriezel, or 
chimney cakes: A pastry 
roasted to a golden crisp 
and dressed with sugar, 
cinnamon or nuts

• Lángos, also known 
as Hungarian fried bread: 
A common street food 
featuring deep fried dough 
adorned with savory or 
sweet toppings, such as 
garlic butter, cheese, cin-
namon sugar or Nutella

• Käsespätzle: A dish 
featuring egg noodles 
and melted cheese, often 
garnished with crispy fried 
onions

• Tartiflette: A potato 
casserole-like dish cooked 
in a paella pan and topped 
with meats and cheeses

• Soups will be offered 
this year as well, such as 
potato soup, lentil soup 
and others.

• Carmel-based busi-
ness Sugar Creek Winery 
will also offer wine by 
the glass, as well as some 
savory treats. Addition-
ally, a German bakery 
hut will serve traditional 
cookies and wine by the 
glass, courtesy of Daniel’s 
Vineyard.

New gift and vendor 
options include:

• Kinderboutique: 
Heirloom-quality clothing, 
toys, books and acces-
sories for children up to 
eight years old. Goods 
are imported from Ger-
many and the surrounding 
region.

• Werkstatt Souvenirs: 
An array of gifts and 
crafts made by German 
artisans, including wood 
toys, traditional bells, 
snow globes, finely carved 
wooden sculptures, and 
more

• Lichterwald: A hut 
specializing in lights, in-
cluding Herrnhuter Sterne 
(also known as Morovian 
Stars), traditional German 
paper lanterns, candles, 
and candle holders

• ChocoIdea: High-end 
chocolate and chocolate 
sculptures imported from a 
German-owned company

“We are absolutely 
thrilled to have so many 
new products and food 
options for our guests to 
try this winter,” said Ma-
ria Murphy, CEO of the 
Carmel Christkindlmarkt.

“At the Market, guests 
can explore flavors and 
dishes that they’ve never 
experienced before, and 
shop for one-of-a-kind, 
handmade gifts. We are 
honored to bring the joy 
of these heirloom treasures 
and magical memories to 
Carmel, Indiana.”

Guests can peruse all 
these new options as well 
as old favorites throughout 
the Market season. Open-
ing day is Nov. 19 and 
the Market will remain 
open through Dec. 30. 
For full hours and a list of 
all vendors, visit carmel-
christkindlmarkt.com.

TheTimes24-7.com
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DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY! FAST 

FREE PICKUP-24 
HR RESPONSE! Help 

Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 

844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base Pay 
- .60 cpm w/ option 
to make .70 cpm for 
Class A CDL Flatbed 

Drivers, Excellent Ben-
efits, Home Weekends, 
Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.

com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace-
Wellness. We guarantee 

highest quality, most 
competitive pricing on 

CBD products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape & 
more. Coupon Code: 

PRINT20 Call Now 833-
226-3105

Smart Home Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site 

will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE 

provides FREE diagno-
sis REMOTELY 24/7 
SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home 

visit necessary. $40 OFF 
with coupon 86407! 

Restrictions apply. 888-
715-8176

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-

ANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-

408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Family 
Law? Can’t Afford a 

$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favorite 
live sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of 
HBO Max FREE. Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction 

(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restric-

tions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best of 
Live & On-Demand On 

All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life In-
surance! (Ages 50 to 

80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 or visit http://

dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 

and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or 

visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

 Meeting Notes
Hamilton County 
Commissioners
Executive Session and 

Public Meeting Agenda
Monday, Oct. 24, 2022 

at 1 p.m.
Hamilton County 

Government and Judicial 
Center, Commissioner's 
Courtroom

One Hamilton County 
Square, Noblesville

1. Executive Session 
- Conference Room 1A 
(Beginning at 12:15 p.m.)

A. Discussion of Securi-
ty IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(7)

B. Purchase of Real 
Estate IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
(2)(D)

C. Discussion of Pend-
ing Litigation IC 5-14-1.5-
6.1(b)(2)(B)

D. Discussion of Per-
sonnel IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
(7)

2. Call to Order - Com-
missioners Courtroom

3. Declare Quorum
4. Pledge of Allegiance
5. Approval of Execu-

tive Session Memoranda
A. 10/10/22 - 3:30 pm 

Executive Session
B. 10/24/22
6. Approval of Minutes
A. 9/26/22
7. Bid Opening
A. Contract 22-03, Var-

ious Roads in Delaware, 
Fall Creek and White 
River Townships

B. Mobile Medical 
Vehicle

8. Highway Business
A. Road Cut Permits
B. Private Traffic Con-

trol Permits
C. Vehicle Exemption 

Permits
D. Acceptance of Bonds 

and Letters of Credit
E. Release of Bonds and 

Letters of Credit
F. Agreement/Supple-

ments
G. Acceptance of Streets
H. Concurrence with 

Traffic Study Correspon-
dence

a. Emilie Britt - 191st 
Street Speed Limit Reduc-
tion, Wayne Township

b. Scott Bradford - 191st 
Street Speed Limit, Wayne 
Township

c. Heather Six - 191st 
Street Speed limit, West-
field-Washington Town-
ship

d. Jennifer Gregg - 
Campus Parkway & Boden 
Road/Brooks School Road 
Lane extensions

1. Markings and Lane 
Use Signs, Fall Creek 
Township

e. Eric Nyberg - 166th 
Street Speed Limit, Westi-
fled-Washington Township

f. Robert Hiday - 191st 
Street Speed Limit and 
Four-Way Stop, Wayne 

Township
g. Tim and Floy Heiden-

reich - 166th Street Edge 
Lines or Warning Signs, 
Westfield-Washington 
Township

I. Public Works Quota-
tion Results

a. Bridge No. 178 Ap-
proach Guardrail

J. Official Actions
K. Correspondence
L. Announcements
9. Clerk of the Circut 

Court - Kathy Williams
A. Order Establishing 

Precincts
B. Request to Approve 

Uniforms for Election 
Technicians

10. Health Department - 
Jason LeMaster

A. Permitting Software 
Enhancement Contracts

11. E911 Public Safety 
Communications - Ryan 
Horine

A. RQAW Amendment 
for Fishers PSAP Remodel

B. Authorization for 
Meal Expense

C. Request Permission 
to Release Bid Packet 
for E911 Backup Center 
Remodel

D. Request to Dispose 
of Assets

12. Surveyor - Kenton 
Ward

A. Banning Engineering 
on Call Drainage Review 
Services Agreement

13. Community De-
velopment Block Grant - 
Mary Shaw

A. PY22 Funding 
Agreements

B. Introduction of Mi-
chelle Westermeir - Aimee 
Jacobsen

14. Commissioner Com-
mittee Reports

15. Attorney
16. Director of Admin-

istration
17. Sheriff
A. Request to Extend 

PTO
18. Auditor
A. Surveyor's 2023 

Compensation Agreement 
in Lieu of Statory Fees

B. Clerk of the Circuit 
Court 2023 Compensation 
Agreement in Lieu of 
Statutory Fees

C. Capital Asset Notifi-
cation of Final Disposal

D. Liability Trust Claim
E. Liability Trust 

Monthly Expenditure 
Report

F. Clerk's Monthly 
Report

G. Treasurer's Monthly 
Report

H. Acceptance of 
Bonds/Letters of Credit - 
Drainage Board

I. Release of Bonds/Let-
ters of Credit - Drainage 
Board

J. Vendor Claims
K. Payroll Claims

Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
Seeking Input for Two Park Projects

Addressing the critical 
deficiency of parkland 
in Hamilton County, as 
defined by Indiana DNR, 
Hamilton County Parks 
has acquired land for one 
new park and will further 
develop one of its existing 
parks. The county parks 
leadership is seeking 
direction regarding how 
these park properties can 
best be utilized.

The department has 
scheduled an open meet-
ing to gather public input 
intended to help guide the 
master planning of the re-
cently acquired HC Farms 
property, located at 216th 
Street and Hinkle Road 
and nearby Bray Family 
Homestead Park, 4528 
Sheridan Avenue (State 
Road 38), in Noblesville.

Discussion will take 
place concerning potential 
recreational activities, 
amenities and programs 
for the parks that attend-
ees feel should be consid-
ered in planning, to best 
serve the community. 
Traditional park offerings 

such as trails and shelters 
will be discussed, along 
with other innovative 
recreational and nature 
education options pro-
posed by planners and the 
public.

The public meeting will 
be held on Nov. 9 from 6 
to 8 p.m. in Bray Family 
Homestead Park. Guests 
are invited enter the park 
from its State Road 38 
entrance. Directional sig-
nage will be posted to aid 
attendees in locating the 
meeting space.

Those individuals with 
special needs requiring 
assistance when attending 
the meeting are invited to 
contact the parks depart-
ment two business days 
in advance, in order for 
appropriate accommoda-
tions to be made.

About Hamilton Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation:

The Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation 
Department exists to serve 
the leisure and recreation 
needs of its residents and 
tourists, and to enhance 

the quality of life in the 
county. The department 
strives to preserve and 
provide high-quality, 
passive parks and facili-
ties, to offer historical and 
natural resource education 
and services, and to be 
recognized as a leader and 
resource for its commu-
nity and its citizens in 
the pursuit of living an 

environmentally responsi-
ble lifestyle.

For complete details 
about this important 
public meeting or to 
learn more about Ham-
ilton County Parks and 
Recreation, call (317) 
770-4400, visit MyHam-
iltonCountyParks.com or 
follow the parks depart-
ment on Facebook.

Photo courtesy of Hamilton County Parks and Rec.
Bray Family Homestead Park, acquired in 2007, is the 
site of the park department’s popular Maple Mad-
ness, a maple syrup-making and history education 
event held annually in February.

Head to Carmel City Center for 
the Holiday Preview Sip ‘N’ Shop

Join the Shops at 
Carmel City Center on 
Saturday, Nov. 5 from 
2-6 p.m. for a Holiday 
Preview Shopping Event! 
Visitors can kick-start 
their holiday shopping 
with the locally owned 
merchants at Carmel City 
Center while sipping on 
wine and Peppermint 
White Russians at four of 
the participating Shops.

Shoppers can also enjoy 
holiday carols by stu-
dents from Carmel High 
School’s Select Sound. 
Members of Select Sound 
will be caroling around 
the Center during the 
event from 2-5 p.m.

Complimentary wine 
tastings and Peppermint 
White Russians will be 
available at 317 Home, 
Addendum/MacKen-
zie-Childs, Fishman Fine 
Jewelers and The Shop 
along with some light 
hors d’oeuvres at select 
Shops. Participating Shops 
will have special holiday 
promotions, including:

• Addendum: Spend 
$250 or more on MacK-
enzie-Childs and receive a 
free Courtly Check spoon 

rest (valued at $55).
• Bath Junkie: Cus-

tomers can enjoy Buy One 
Get One for 50% off all 
holiday home fragrance 
gift sets.

• 317 Charcuterie: 
Enjoy 15% off dine-in 
boards during the event.

• Endeavor Boutique: 
Enjoy 20% off your 
purchase of $70 or more 
during the event.

• Lily & Sparrow 
Boutique: Enjoy 15% off 
your purchase of $100 or 
more.

• The Old Spaghetti 
Factory: Enjoy 1 free 

Garlic Cheese Bread with 
the purchase of an Entrée 
when you mention the SIP 
+ SHOP event. (Valid on 
Nov. 5 only).

• Uplift Intimate Ap-
parel: Enter to win a $50 
gift card during the event 
and shop from select items 
at 50% off.

During the event, 
visitors can enter to win a 
$75 gift certificate at Kits 
& Kaboodle Classic Toys, 
Lily & Sparrow Boutique 
and Out of the Blue Polish 
Pottery when they visit 
those shops.

Carmel City Center will 

host another Sip & Shop 
event on Saturday, Dec. 3 
from 12-3 p.m.

Carmel City Center is 
located at the southwest 
corner of City Center 
Drive and Rangeline 
Road. Parking is available 
along the street and sur-
face parking is available 
on plaza level (accessible 
from City Center Drive) 
and in the underground 
garage (accessible from 
Range Line Road as well 
as City Center Drive) 
and in the Veterans Way 
garage.

About Carmel City 
Center:

Carmel City Center is 
a one million square foot, 
$300 million, mixed-use 
development located in the 
heart of Carmel, Indiana. 
A destination like no other 
in central Indiana, the 
project offers the appeal 
of a neighborhood and the 
vibrancy of a downtown. 
Carmel City Center fea-
tures luxurious residences, 
specialty retail and restau-
rants and premier office 
space. Phase One includes 
62,427 square feet of 
commercial space.
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Indiana Association of School Principals 
to Host Indiana Cheer Championship

Housing Inventory, 
Median Sales Price Up

This Saturday, the 
Indiana Association of 
School Principals (IASP) 
will host the 2022 Indi-
ana Cheer Championship 
Varsity Prelims at Mt. 
Vernon High School in 
Fortville. The Indiana 
Association of School 
Principals, Department of 
Student Programs, spon-
sors the Indiana Cheer 
Championship, a series of 
competitions exclusively 
for Indiana school cheer-
leaders.

The competition 
will feature 51 Varsity 
cheerleading teams from 
around the State of Indi-
ana. The teams will com-
pete in this preliminary 
event and the top 60% of 
the competing teams will 
advance to the 2022 State 
Finals to be held Nov. 

5 at New Castle High 
School.

Doors open at 9:15 
a.m., with the competi-
tion beginning at 10 a.m. 
Awards will be present-
ed at 1:30 p.m. for the 
Varsity B, C and Coed 
Divisions and at 5:30 
p.m. for the Varsity A 
and D Divisions.

Among Hamilton 
County and Marion Coun-
ty schools, the following 
programs are slotted to 
participate (performance 
times and divisions are in 
italics):

• Noblesville High 
School – Varsity A, 3:18 
p.m.

• Hamilton Southeast-
ern High School – Varsi-
ty A, 3 p.m.

• Fishers High School 
– Varsity Coed, 12:54 

p.m.
• Westfield High 

School – Varsity A, 2:54 
p.m.

• Carmel High School 
– Varsity A, 3:24 p.m.

• Guerin Catholic – 
Varsity C, 11:42 a.m.

About the Indiana 
Association of School 

Principals:
The Indiana Associa-

tion of School Principals 
leads in the advocacy and 
support of all principals in 
their commitment to every 
child. The Department of 
Student Programs hosts 
11 different academic 
competitions for students 
in grades 4-12, as well as 
a Martin Luther King Jr. 
essay contest, the Aca-
demic All-Stars Program, 
and the Indiana Cheer 
Championship. 

Annually, over 30,000 
students are involved in 
Department of Student 
Programs sponsored 
events. 

To learn more about 
the Indiana Association 
of School Principals and 
the Department of Student 
Programs, visit iasp.org

New housing data issued 
by the MIBOR REALTOR 
Association (MIBOR) for 
September 2022 shows an 
increase in active invento-
ry and months supply of 
inventory. 

The median sales price 
rose 11.8 percent in 
September compared to 
September 2021, and re-
mained the same compared 
to August 2022. New 
listings decreased 13.7 
percent in year over year 
comparison. Active inven-
tory increased 61.8 percent 
in year over year com-
parison and 8.8 percent 
compared to last month. 

Pending sales decreased 
15.9 percent in year over 
year comparison. Closed 
sales decreased 13.7 per-
cent compared to last year. 

“This remains a rela-
tively tight housing market 
with strong year-over-year 
price appreciation, al-
though it is cooling,” said 
Shelley Specchio, MIBOR 
CEO.

"As the market feels the 
impact from both rising 
interest rates and a return 
to seasonality, average 
days on market increased 
from 22 in August to 28 
in September. The percent 
of asking price received 
at sale dipped again this 
month, from 100.6% last 
year and from 99.2% 
in August to 98.7% in 
September, a sign that 
sellers are offering price 
concessions. Overall, this 
remains a seller’s market, 
though one with more 
opportunities and less 
competition for potential 
buyers.” 

Dr. Elliot Eisenberg, an 
internationally acclaimed 
economist and public 
speaker says, “Year-
over-year closed sales 
declined by 13.7% but are 
still meaningfully higher 
than pre-Covid levels for 
September. Pending sales 
compared to last year 
declined 15.9%, but again, 
are consistent or slightly 
higher than before the 
pandemic. What may be 

more meaningful is that 
new listings are down for 
the third month in a row. 
We are seeing the effects 
of rate “lock-in” on new 
listings across the country. 
Data from the end of July 
show that 90% of existing 
mortgages have an interest 
rate below 5% and more 
than two-thirds are below 
4%. As interest rates 
climb, fewer potential sell-
ers are willing to sacrifice 
their existing mortgage for 
the new, higher rates.” 

Additional central 
Indiana year-over year 
comparisons (Sept. 2021 
vs. Sept. 2022):

• Pending sales de-
creased 15.9 percent to 
2,940

• Current median sales 
price: $285,000 

• Months supply of 
inventory: 1.4 months 

• Total active listings 
increased 61.8 percent  

To coincide with the 
new MIBOR Market 
Insights Report, MIBOR 
has added a consumer tool 
to allow members of the 
public to view a number 
of market metrics such as 
number of units sold, me-
dian sales price, number 
of new listings and more. 
The metrics are shown 
graphically to show the 
treds in the marketplace. 
To view the new Market 
Insights, visit mibor.com/
marketinsights. 

This information has 
been provided by MIBOR 
REALTOR Association 
(formerly named the 
Metropolitan Indianapolis 
Board of REALTORS), 
the professional association 
representing central Indi-
ana's REALTORS.

Rokita Encourages Hoosiers to 
Be Cautious of Cyber Criminals

Attorney General Todd 
Rokita warns Hoosiers of 
predatory cyber criminals 
during National Cyberse-
curity Awareness Month.

“Cybersecurity has 
been an important is-
sue for years, but after 
COVID-19, businesses and 
schools have relied more 
and more on technology,” 
Rokita said.

“This makes them even 
more vulnerable to these 
types of attacks, and I 
encourage Hoosiers to ed-
ucate themselves and stay 
on high alert.”

Implementing appropri-
ate cybersecurity controls 
has become a necessary 
part of doing business in 
today’s economy. The 
average cost incurred by 
a business from a data 
breach is now more than 
$4 million, and the aver-
age cost of a healthcare 
data breach has skyrocket-
ed to over $10 million.

Cyber-attacks do not 
only affect schools and 
businesses, but they also 
affect individuals and 
can potentially destroy 
the lives of hardworking, 
honest people.

Security breaches 
involving your personal 
information, also referred 
to as data breaches, can 
create a significant risk of 
fraud or identity theft if 
the information is acquired 
by the wrong person.

To keep you and your 
family protected, Rokita 
encourages Hoosiers to 
follow these tips:

• Monitor your credit. 
Credit monitoring services 
track your credit report 
and alert you whenever a 
change is made, such as 
a new account or a large 
purchase. Most services 
will notify you within 24 

hours of any change to 
your credit report. Most 
major credit cards now 
offer these monitoring 
services at no cost to the 
consumer.

• Consider placing a 
free credit freeze on your 
credit report. Identity 
thieves will not be able to 
open a new credit account 
in your name while the 
freeze is in place. You 
can place a credit freeze 
by contacting each of the 
three major credit bureaus:

o Equifax: 1 (888) 
766-0008

o Experian: 1 (888) 
397-3742

o TransUnion: 1 
(800) 680-7289

• Place a fraud alert 
on your credit report. 
A fraud alert tells lenders 
and creditors to take extra 
steps to verify your iden-
tity before issuing credit. 
You can place a fraud 
alert by contacting any one 
of the three major credit 
bureaus.

• Contact Attorney 
General Rokita. If you 
believe you are a victim 
of identity theft, visit gov/
attorneygeneral or call us 
at 1 (800) 382-5516. For 
additional tips, you may 
also visit identitytheft.gov, 
a site maintained by the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion.

Attorney General Todd Rokita

TheTimes24-7.com

USDA Provides Over $800M in Funds to Help 
Keep Financially Distressed Farmers Farming

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) on 
Tuesday announced that 
distressed borrowers with 
qualifying USDA farm 
loans have already re-
ceived nearly $800 million 
in assistance, as part of 
the $3.1 billion in assis-
tance for distressed farm 
loan borrowers provided 
through Section 22006 of 
the Inflation Reduction 
Act (IRA).

The IRA direct-
ed USDA to expedite 
assistance to distressed 
borrowers of direct or 
guaranteed loans admin-
istered by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 
whose operations face 
financial risk.

Tuesday’s announce-
ment kicks off a process 
to provide assistance 
to distressed farm loan 
borrowers using sever-
al complementary ap-
proaches, with the goal 
of keeping them farming, 
removing obstacles that 
currently prevent many 
of these borrowers from 
returning to farming, 
and improving the way 
that USDA approaches 
borrowing and servicing. 
Through this assistance, 
USDA is focused on gen-
erating long-term stability 
and success for distressed 
borrowers.

“Through no fault of 
their own, our nation’s 
farmers and ranchers have 
faced incredibly tough 
circumstances over the 
last few years,” said Ag-
riculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack.

“The funding included 
in today’s announcement 
helps keep our farmers 
farming and provides a 
fresh start for producers in 
challenging positions.”

Work has already 
started to bring some 
relief to distressed farm-
ers. As of today, over 
13,000 borrowers have 
already benefited from the 
resources provided under 
the Inflation Reduction 
Act as follows:

• Approximately 
11,000 delinquent direct 
and guaranteed borrowers 
had their accounts brought 

current. USDA also paid 
the next scheduled annual 
installment for these direct 
loan borrowers giving 
them peace of mind in the 
near term.

• Approximately 
2,100 borrowers who had 
their farms foreclosed 
on and still had remain-
ing debt have had this 
debt resolved in order 
to cease debt collections 
and garnishment relieving 
that burden that has made 
getting a fresh start more 
difficult.

In addition to the auto-
matic assistance already 
provided, USDA has also 
outlined steps to admin-
ister up to an additional 
$500 million in payments 
to benefit the following 
distressed borrowers:

• USDA will adminis-
ter $66 million in separate 
automatic payments, using 
COVID-19 pandemic re-
lief funds, to support up to 
7,000 direct loan borrow-
ers who used FSA’s disas-
ter-set-aside option during 
the pandemic to move 
their scheduled payments 
to the end of their loans.

• USDA is also ini-
tiating two case-by-case 
processes to provide ad-
ditional assistance to farm 
loan borrowers. Under the 
first new process, FSA 
will review and assist with 
delinquencies from 1,600 
complex cases, including 
cases in which borrowers 
are facing bankruptcy or 
foreclosure. The second 
new process will add a 
new option using exist-
ing direct loan servicing 
criteria to intervene more 
quickly and help an esti-
mated 14,000 financially 
distressed borrowers who 
request assistance to avoid 

even becoming delin-
quent.

More details on each of 
the categories of assis-
tance, including a down-
loadable fact sheet, are 
available on the Inflation 
Reduction Act webpage 
on farmers.gov.

Similar to other USDA 
assistance, all of these 
payments will be reported 
as income and borrowers 
are encouraged to consult 
their tax advisors. USDA 
also has resources and 
partnerships with coop-
erators who can provide 
additional assistance and 
help borrowers navigate 
the process.

The announcement 
today is only the first 
step in USDA’s efforts 
to provide assistance 
to distressed farm loan 
borrowers and respond to 
farmers and to improve 
the loan servicing ef-
forts at USDA by adding 
more tools and relaxing 
unnecessary restrictions. 
Additional announce-
ments and investments in 
assistance will be made 
as USDA institutes these 
additional changes and 
improvements.

This effort will ulti-
mately also include adding 
more tools and relaxing 
unnecessary restrictions 
through assistance made 
possible by Congress 
through the IRA. Further 
assistance and changes to 
the approach will be made 
in subsequent phases.

Background:
USDA provides access 

to credit to approximately 
115,000 producers who 
cannot obtain sufficient 
commercial credit through 
direct and guaranteed 

farm loans, which do 
not include farm storage 
facility loans or marketing 
assistance loans.

With the funds and di-
rection Congress provided 
in Section 22006 of IRA, 
USDA is taking action to 
immediately provide relief 
to qualifying distressed 
borrowers whose opera-
tions are at financial risk 
while working on making 
transformational changes 
to how USDA goes about 
loan servicing in the long 
run so that borrowers are 
provided the flexibility 
and opportunities needed 
to address the inherent 
risks and unpredictability 
associated with agricultur-
al operations and remain 
in good financial stand-
ing.

In January 2021, USDA 
suspended foreclosures 
and other adverse actions 
on direct farm loans 
due to the pandemic 
and encouraged guaran-
teed lenders to follow 
suit. Last week, USDA 
reiterated this request to 
guaranteed lenders to pro-
vide time for the full set 
of IRA distressed borrow-
er assistance to be made 
available before lenders 
take irreparable actions.

Producers can explore 
available loan options 
using the Farm Loan Dis-
covery Tool on farmers.
gov (also available in 
Spanish) or by contacting 
their local USDA Service 
Center. Producers can 
also call the FSA call 
center at (877) 508-8364 
between 8 a.m. and 7 
p.m. Eastern. USDA 
has tax-related resources 
available at farmers.gov/
taxes.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
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By Whitney Downard and 
Leslie Bonilla Muñiz

Indiana sends nine 
representatives to the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
in Washington, D.C. – and 
all are up for election on 
November 8, along with 
the rest of the 435-member 
chamber.

Just one race is expected 
to be competitive: Indi-
ana’s First Congressional 
District, which a Repub-
lican could represent for 
the first time in 94 years. 
Incumbents are running 
again in that race and six 
others, while the Second 
and Ninth Districts will 
soon have entirely new 
representation.

The Libertarian Party 
fielded candidates in four 
of the nine races, a contin-
ued uptick in the party’s 
attempt to gain relevance 
in statewide elections.

First Congressional 
District:

Voters in this tradition-
ally Democratic stronghold 
haven’t selected a Repub-
lican representative since 
an election in 1928. The 
district, located in North-
western Indiana, includes 
most of the Hoosier state’s 
share of the Chicago 
Metropolitan area. The 
outcome could swing the 
partisan balance of the 
legislative chamber.

Incumbent Frank Mrvan 
assumed office in January 
2021 after his predecessor 
retired. The in-district 
native was born and raised 
in Hammond. 

When he announced a 
reelection bid in January 
2022, Mrvan said he want-
ed to grow Northwest Indi-
ana’s economy and protect 
the area’s steel and other 
manufacturing industries. 
In a news release, Mrvan 
touted his votes for the 
pandemic-era American 
Rescue Plan, which sent 
billions to Indiana and oth-
er states, and some veteran 
health care improvements.

Republican challenger 
Jennifer Ruth Green is a 
U.S. Air Force veteran – 
and active reservist – and 
nonprofit science education 
leader. 

She aligned herself with 
former President Donald 
Trump in the lead-up to 
a seven-way primary, 
though she’s since backed 
off, telling Politico, 
“His personality was not 
something that I want to 
emulate.” A Fox News 
regular, she has continued 
to campaign with members 
of Trump’s circle, pump-
ing gas with former Vice 
President Mike Pence and 
fundraising with former 
ambassador to the United 
Nations Nikki Haley.

In a “battle plan” on her 
website, she highlighted 
plans to combat inflation 
by limiting government 
spending and pushing 
homegrown goods. She 
also prioritized energy 
independence via Ameri-
can oil, national security, 
education and more.

“I do not desire to rep-
resent Washington, D.C. 

in Northwest Indiana,” the 
page reads. “I will repre-
sent Northwest Indiana in 
Washington, D.C.”

While one premier 
race-tracker still rates the 
race “Lean Democratic,” 
the other two have classi-
fied it a toss-up, accord-
ing to the nonpartisan 
Ballotpedia. Both parties 
are going all in: Mrvan 
was designated one of 
Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee’s 
2022 Frontline Program 
members, while Green 
is among the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee’s Young Guns 
Program designees.

Second Congressional 
District:

The Second Congressio-
nal District had unprece-
dented national coverage 
after the death of Rep. 
Jackie Walorski, who had 
represented the district 
since 2013. She was up 
for re-election but died in 
August, far enough from 
the November election to 
require a special election. 

Following her death, 
Gov. Eric Holcomb called 
for the special election to 
be held concurrently with 
the regular election.

Rudolph “Rudy” 
Yakym III emerged as 
the victor in a crowded 
Republican caucus with a 
dozen candidates, lean-
ing on his prior service 
as Walorski’s campaign 
finance director. 

Yakym’s slim biography 
on his candidate website 
cites his business experi-
ence and “common sense 
Indiana values” he’d use 
“to get America back on 
track.”

Yakym, a growth 
initiatives director at an 
Elkhart-based logistics 
company, faces Democrat 
Paul Steury and Liber-
tarian William E. Henry, 
both of whom will appear 
on the special and regular 
election ballots as well. 

Steury, a high school 
science teacher living in 
Goshen, characterized 
his decision to run as a 
counter to “radical” Re-
publicans to elect leaders 
focused on good-paying 
jobs, affordable health 
care and effective policies. 

On his Facebook page, 
Henry emphasized his 
pro-marijuana stance and 
pushback on government 
emergency mandates 
during the pandemic. As 
a candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor, he called for 
greater transparency 
and previously proposed 
allowing teachers and staff 
to be armed on school 
grounds. 

Third Congressional 
District:

Incumbent congressman 
Jim Banks, a Republican, 
is the frontrunner in a 
safely red seat. The veter-
an made a name for him-
self as a vocal supporter of 
former President Donald 
Trump with a firebrand 
Twitter account. 

He has represented the 
district since 2018, before 
which he represented a 
northeastern portion of In-
diana in the State Senate. 
During his term, he was 
deployed to Afghanistan 
and his wife, Amanda, 
was elected to serve in his 
place until his return. 

His Democratic op-
ponent, Gary Snyder, is 
also a veteran and former 
foster parent in Hunting-
ton who works in the 
financial services industry. 
His platform focuses on 
capping the price of insu-
lin, expanding preschool/ 
childcare opportunities and 
addressing climate change 
– citing specific bills that 
Banks voted against during 
his six years in office. 

Nathan Gotsch is the 
only independent candi-
date running for congres-
sional office who is not a 
write-in. He is a filmmak-
er who developed a cam-
paign to fight COVID-19 
and encourage vaccination 
during the pandemic. 
Gotsch criticizes the Jan. 6 
insurrection on his website 
as an example of extreme 
partisanship, pushing for 
political party reform and 
a free market system.

Fourth Congressional 
District:

Jim Baird first won the 
seat in 2018 after spending 
eight years in the Indiana 
General Assembly as a 
state representative. A 
Vietnam veteran, Baird’s 
biography says he “is a 
strong believer in fiscal re-
sponsibility and the idea of 
living within our means.” 
Baird frequently oppos-
es Democrat bills and 
defended Trump following 
the FBI raid of his Florida 
residence.

Democrat challenger 
Roger D. Day also faced 
Baird in 2018, as well 
as Baird’s predecessor, 
Attorney General Todd 
Rokita, in 2014. 

In a 2018 interview with 
the Logansport Phar-
os-Tribune, the former 
health insurance executive 
positioned himself oppo-
site of Trump, saying he 
supported Medicare for 
All, labor unions and gun 
control measures.

Fifth Congressional 
District:

Freshman lawmaker 
Victoria Spartz, a Repub-
lican, is the only native 
Ukrainian serving in 
Congress but has attracted 

controversy for repeatedly 
criticizing the actions of 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky.

A licensed certified 
public accountant, Spartz 
previously served as a sen-
ator in the Indiana General 
Assembly, pushing for 
limited government and to 
repeal state regulations on 
wetlands following a failed 
development she oversaw 
in Hamilton County.

The conservative has 
said that she would seek 
U.S. Sen. Mike Braun’s 
Senate seat in 2024 if he 
leaves the office to launch 
his own campaign for 
governor. 

Her opponent, Demo-
crat Jeannine Lee Lake, 
a Muncie journalist, 
previously challenged 
Congressman Greg Pence 
twice in the 6th Con-
gressional District before 
redistricting placed her in 
the 5th District. 

In her campaign bio, 
Lake’s top three issues 
are economic concerns for 
small business owners, 
healthcare disparities and 
“common-sense” gun con-
trol regulations like Red 
Flag laws. She describes 
herself as a “fiscally 
conservative, social liberal 
Christian Democrat.”

Sixth Congressional 
District:

A Pence has represented 
the Sixth Congressional 
District for 14 years over 
the last two decades, 
starting with former Vice 
President Mike Pence in 
2002. His brother, Greg 
Pence, ran for the office 
and won in 2018.

Greg Pence, a Repub-
lican, describes himself 
as a “pro-life, pro-Sec-
ond Amendment and 
faith-driven conservative,” 
and owns two antique 
malls in southern Indi-
ana. For his re-election, 
Greg Pence promised 
to strengthen the middle 
class and professed other 
pro-business positions. 

During redistricting, 
Pence’s district shifted sig-
nificantly, losing counties 
in southeastern Indiana to 
pick up the southern third 
of Marion County but 
retaining his Columbus 
hometown. 

His opponent, Democrat 
Cynthia “Cinde” Wirth, 
promotes her experience 
as a science and educa-
tion expert for Congress 
in 2018 and 2019. Her 
priorities listed on her 
campaign website include 
funding public education, 
legalizing marijuana, 
lowering healthcare costs 
and defending the rights of 
transgender children.

Seventh Congressional 
District:

The only safe Demo-
crat seat, located entirely 
within Marion County, 
has been held by André 
Carson since 2008 when 
he won a special election 
following the death of 
his grandmother, Julia 
Carson. 

Carson previously 
worked with the Indiana 
Department of Homeland 
Security, a position he 
says helped him prepare 
to serve on the Emerging 
Threats Subcommittee 
in Congress. Within 
the House Democratic 
Caucus, Carson holds a 
position of power as the 
Senior Whip tasked with 
gathering votes. 

Carson is one of three 
Muslims serving in Con-
gress.

Challenging Carson 
is Angela Grabovsky, 
a Republican born in 
Ukraine who grew up 
during the Soviet Union. 
Grabovsky’s website 
details her story of moving 
to the United States to 
work as a housekeeper 
while simultaneously 
learning English before 
launching her own real 
estate company. 

She claimed Carson al-
lowed “extremist policies 
and a radical agenda” to 
pass in Washington D.C. 
even as families withstood 
high inflation and violent 
crime. Her biography 
says she is “running for 
Congress to save America 
from a dark future” and 
from devolving into the 
Soviet Union.

Newcomer Gavin 
Maple, a libertarian from 
Crown Point, works as an 
electrician and bartender 
in Indianapolis. 

In an email, Maple em-
phasized his focus on abol-
ishing property taxes, civil 
asset forfeiture and “no 
knock” warrants. Con-
gress needs term limits, he 
said, and to stop passing 
omnibus bills.

Eighth Congressional 
District:

Larry Buschon, In-
diana’s longest-serving 
Republican Representative 
currently in Congress, 
was first elected in 2010. 
Buschon, a cardiothoracic 
surgeon, has pushed to 
lower healthcare costs and 
combat opioid overdoses. 
Representing southwest 
Indiana, Buschon is the 
son of a coal miner and 
advocates for energy jobs 
in that sector.

He has a 100% voting 
record from National 
Right to Life and an “A” 
rating from the National 
Rifle Association. 

Buschon faces Democrat 
Ray McCormick and Lib-
ertarian Andrew Horning 

in the general election. 
McCormick previously 

worked with the Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resources as a member 
of the natural resources 
commission. A farm-
er from Knox County, 
McCormick details the re-
sponsibility of “caring for 
God’s creation” and being 
“stewards of the planet” in 
his climate-focused biogra-
phy. He focuses on the 
need for conservation in 
the district and protecting 
natural resources.

He leads local soil 
and water conservation 
districts and has testified 
before Congress on con-
servation issues.

Horning, a perennial 
Libertarian candidate, 
maintains a farm and 
works in medical tech-
nology development. He 
keeps an active blog in 
addition to his campaign 
website, where he said he 
“fights the system,” muses 
on the possibility of World 
War III and pushes for 
third-party representation.

Ninth Congressional 
District:

Earlier this year, Rep. 
Trey Hollingsworth said 
he wouldn’t run for a 
third term representing 
Indiana’s southernmost 
district, prompting rumors 
of a bid for the governor’s 
office, which opens up in 
2024. 

During redistricting, 
the district grew to absorb 
counties in the south-
eastern part of the state 
without losing too much 
ground in central Indiana. 
Following Hollingsworth’s 
announcement, nine 
Republicans filed to run in 
the safely Republican seat 
and former State Sen. Erin 
Houchin emerged as the 
victor. 

Houchin’s campaign 
website highlights her 
record of anti-abortion, 
pro-law enforcement 
legislation, saying she 
has the “experience and 
energy we need in Wash-
ington (D.C.) to push back 
against (President) Joe 
Biden and (House Speak-
er) Nancy Pelosi.”

Democrat Matt Fyfe, a 
high school math teacher 
from Bloomington, holds 
a position on the board of 
his local teacher’s union. 
His website emphasizes 
the importance of pub-
lic education, which he 
calls the “bedrock of our 
society.”

Fyfe calls for accessible 
health care and support for 
working parents, including 
affordable childcare and 
paid parental leave.

Tonya Mills, a Liber-
tarian, previously cam-
paigned for the district in 
2020. Mills, a real estate 
agent, calls for rolling 
back rules and regulations 
on small businesses and 
the trucking industry. She 
also wants to abolish the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
proclaims herself to be 
pro-life and believes the 
government “should stay 
out of the People’s person-
al business.”
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Þ BETSY From Page A1

costumed youth volun-
teers, ages 10-18, who 
act and sing for guests 
in the Haunted Hayride 
line, which winds through 
Sleepy Hollow.

Guests still have plenty 
of time to visit the Head-
less Horseman event, with 
eight more nights open 
this season with gates 
open 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday 
through Sunday and next 
Thursday through Oct. 30, 
with hayrides and activi-
ties running until 10 p.m. 
or later, depending on the 
crowds. Reservations for 
hayrides are suggested and 
may be made online.

Now, here’s our list of 
25 Halloween happenings 
through Oct. 31.

1.  Visit Little Haunt on 
the Prairie at Ghoul Creek 
Park at 5 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
today at Cool Creek Park 
in Westfield. Spooky, yet 
age-appropriate Halloween 
activities will be offered 
for children ranging from 
preschool to school ages 
and their families. You are 
welcome to come in your 
costumes and enjoy nature 
interpretation, entertain-
ment, a hayride, food for 
purchase, and activities for 
the little ones as they trick-
or-treat their way through 
this spooky event.

2. Enjoy eight more 
spooktacular nights of 
the 39th annual Headless 
Horseman at Conner 
Prairie, which contin-
ues Thursdays-Sundays, 
through Oct. 29 in Fish-
ers. Explore the mystery 
of Amsel Farm and an 
11-acre haunted corn 
maze, enjoy sweet treats at 
the Apple Store, operated 
by the Conner Prairie Alli-
ance, celebrating its 40th.

3. Attend the 14th annu-
al Free Pumpkin Give-
away at 4:30 p.m. Friday 
at Red Bridge Park in 
Cicero, with face painting, 
games and goodies.

4. Children can enjoy 
trick-or-treating in the 
Plaza at 5:30 p.m. Friday 
at Grand Junction Plaza.

5. Join the Ghosts & 
Goblins 5K/2K Run/Walk 
at 9 a.m. Saturday at Car-
mel High School.

6. Visit Noblesville’s 
Russell Farms Pumpkin 
Patch which offers rides 
to the pumpkin patch 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays, through 
Oct. 30, with other guest 
hours 1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 

with admission including 
hayrides, scavenger hunt, 
straw maze, corn maze, 
wall mazes, corn hole, 
horse shoes, petting zoo, 
miniature golf, slides, 
bridge fun, High Striker 
challenges, toddler bounce 
house, games, rides, pedal 
tractors, concessions, 
country store and more.

7. Enjoy free hayrides 
to pick pumpkins until 
5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays, through Oct. 
30 at Spencer Farm in 
Noblesville.

8. Gatewood Vegetable 
Farms has pumpkins and 
is open daily.

9. The 10th annual Boo 
‘n Brew Fall Festival is 
2 p.m. Saturday at Clay 
Terrace, 14390 Clay Ter-
race Blvd., Carmel.

10. Kids with Type 1 
Juvenile Diabetes and their 
families may join in for an 
afternoon of Halloween 
fun during the Diabe-
tes Youth Foundation’s 
annual Halloween Mon-
ster Mash 2 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Sunday at at 505 E. 
211th St., in Noblesville, 
featuring themed games, 
trick-or-treating, costume 
contest and more.

11. Join the annual 
Family Fall Festival from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day at Redeeming Love 
Church on Conner Street 
in Noblesville.

12. Kids Halloween 
Night is 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday at Noblesville Jim 
Dandy, featuring kids ac-
tivities, face painting and 
coloring contest for bucket 
of candy prize. Kids eat 
free off of the kids menu 
with adult purchase of $9 
or more.

13. Participate in Day of 
the Dead Wine and Can-
vas event from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Oct. 26 at Bica Cafe 
in downtown Noblesville, 
with $5 off with Bica5 
promo code, register at 
wineandcanvas.com.

14. Drop by in cos-
tume from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Oct. 27 at Carmel 
Clay Public Library for a 
walk-through Halloween 
Celebration for kids.

15. Join in the commu-
nity-wide trick-or-treat 
event at Grand Junction 
Plaza in downtown West-
field at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 28 
then gather on the Great 
Lawn for Movies in the 
Plaza at 7:30 p.m. featur-
ing “Hocus Pocus.” Next 
movie is “Elf,” Dec. 2.

16. Kids participate in 
a Trunk or Treat event at 
6 p.m. Oct. 28 at Nobles-
ville Moose Lodge.

17. Join the Boo Bash 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Oct. 29 at Nickel Plate 
District in Fishers Am-
phitheater in Fishers, with 
more than 60 local ven-
dors offering safe trick-or-
treating around the Fishers 
Municipal Complex. Teal 
Pumpkin Projects booths 
provide non-food items 
for children with food al-
lergies and special needs, 
food, drink and treat 
trucks, games and more. 
Costumes encouraged.

18. Enjoy Trick-or-
Treat on the Rails, a 
65-minute adventure down 
the rails, from 2 p.m. to 
3:05 p.m. Oct. 29-30 on 
the Nickel Plate Express. 
Wear your best costume 
for a Halloween costume 
contest. Also,

19. Enjoy a free Fall 
Festival at 3 p.m. Oct. 29 
at Harbour Shores Church 
in Noblesville.

20. Bring your little 
ghouls and  goblins to a 
free Trunk-or-Treat event 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Oct. 29 in the parking lot 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Noblesville at 
1207 Conner St. Enjoy 
treats, make-n-take craft, 
music, and a brown-bag 
hot dog dinner. In case of 
inclement weather, activi-
ties will move inside.

21. Noblesville fami-
lies are invited to attend 
a Trunk-or-Treat event 
organized by Noblesville 
High School Thespian 
Troupe and Drama Club, 
with the help of NHS 
clubs, sports teams, facul-
ty and staff, NHS Theatre 

parents and Noblesville 
businesses, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Oct. 29 in the 
NHS Parking Lot by Gate 
1 (by the flagpole), also 
with games, stories and a 
concession stand.

22. Celebrate Hallow-
een during Noblesville 
Preservation Alliance’s en-
tertaining evening explor-
ing murder ballads music 
genre during “Murder 
in Noblesville” from 7 
p.m. to 10 p.m. Oct. 29 
at Preservation Hall, with 
tickets $10 each at preser-
vationhall.org/

23. Kids can partici-
pate in Trunk or Treat 
at 4 p.m. Oct. 30 at 
Noblesville First United 
Methodist Church, with 
free games, inflatables 
and candy in the church 
parking lot, and prizes for 
the spookiest, silliest and 
most creative.

24. Dress up your pet 
for Sundown Gardens’ 
annual free Pet Costume 
Contest on Oct. 30 at 
Sundown Gardens in 
Westfield. Just show up 
between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m., the winner will be 
announced on Halloween. 
Also, Oct. 30 is last day 
for pumpkin patch and 
hayrides.

25. The official trick-or-
treat hours in Noblesville 
are 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Oct. 31, with Nobles-
ville Police Department 
having extra patrols for 
additional safety. Other 
communities’ trick-or-treat 
hours: Arcadia, Carmel 
and Westfield, 5-8 p.m.; 
Atlanta, Cicero, Fishers 
and Sheridan, 6-8 p.m.

Contact Betsy Reason at 
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
A Hamilton County Junior Leader volunteer instructs 
a young guest at the candy corn bowling game during 
the 2022 Hamilton County 4-H Junior Leaders’ Com-
munity Halloween Party earlier this month.

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
Young ghosts and ghouls paint miniature pumpkins 
during the 2022 Hamilton County 4-H Junior Leaders’ 
Community Halloween Party earlier this month.

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
Kids do Halloween crafts during the 2022 Hamilton 
County 4-H Junior Leaders’ Community Halloween 
Party earlier this month.

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
A Hamilton County Junior Leader volunteer instructs 
a young guest during an apple-bobbing game at the 
2022 Hamilton County 4-H Junior Leaders’ Communi-

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
Former Hamilton County 4-H leader Linda McCarty 
(left) and volunteer Georgia Roudebush serve refresh-
ments to Dawn Moos (4-H Dog project co-leader) and 
family during the 2022 Hamilton County 4-H Junior 
Leaders’ Community Halloween Party earlier this 
month.

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.

THE TIMES classifieds.

Þ EXPRESS From Page A1

donate and then visit with 
Santa.

Emily Reynolds, NPX 
Director, said that, “I have 
always been passionate 
about giving back to the 
community. This oppor-
tunity to work with Toys 
for Tots is a perfect chance 
for Nickel Plate Express 
to help others during the 
holiday season.”

For information about 
the variety of NPX excur-
sions – from the Reindeer 
Rides to special dining 
experiences – ¬visit nick-
elplateexpress.com.

About Nickel Plate 

Express:
Nickel Plate Express is 

a program of the Nickel 
Plate Heritage Railroad, 
a charitable nonprofit 
that operates the histor-
ic Arcadia Depot and 
offers entertainment and 
educational excursions 
on historic train equip-
ment out of Forest Park, 
Noblesville. The 12.5 
miles of Nickel Plate track 
is owned by the Hoosier 
Heritage Port Authority 
and runs from Noblesville 
through Cicero and Arca-
dia to Atlanta in northern 
Hamilton County.

Þ PARADES From Page A1

a new format. On Dec. 3 
at 2 p.m., as part of the 
Home for the Holidays 
Tours, a new signature 
route will follow the tra-
ditional Christmas Parade 
route through downtown 
Noblesville.

Citing declining atten-
dance at the Christmas 
Parade in the years leading 
up to its cancellation in 
2020 and a strong commu-
nity response to the Home 
for the Holidays Tours, 
Jensen said that, “As the 
community evolves, plans 
have to grow and change.”

“We understand the im-
portance of tradition, and 
I think this is a great way 
of bringing our community 
together, celebrating the 
holidays and keeping our 
traditions alive.”

The Christmas Parade, 
last held in 2019, was 
cancelled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
replaced the last two years 
by the Home for the Holi-
days Tour, featuring local 

first responders, not-for-
profits, community groups 
and local businesses. Held 
over two weekends, this 
year’s event dates and 
locations are stilling being 
finalized. Routes will be 
finalized in the coming 
weeks.

One notable change 
Mayor Jensen announced 
was that this year’s Christ-
mas Parade would be 
open to not-for-profits and 
community organizations 
but not local businesses. 
Jensen cited this as, “A 
great opportunity for orga-
nizations to get involved in 
the community,”

While routes are being 
finalized, the City is 
asking for constructive 
feedback on these plans. 
Comments and questions 
can be sent to Communi-
cations Manager Robert 
Harrington. A portal with 
information and routes will 
be available on the City’s 
website once plans are 
finalized.

thetimes
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Stumpers
1. How many citizens in the county do not 

reside in Nashville

2. How many square miles of the county 
is not covered in forestland?

3. What percentage of land does Brown 
County State Park consume?

4. How old is Brown County?

Answers: 1. 14, 175 citizens 2. 78.66 square miles
 3. About 7.8 % 4. 182 years

Word
Scrambler

1. ONBWR CONYUT
2. TRESLNDAOF
3. AVNLHLIES

4. AOJCB NWROB
5. KPAR

Unscramble the words below!

Answers: 1. Brown County 2. Forestland 3. Nashville
 4. Jacob Brown 5. Park

Indiana Facts & Fun Is Presented This Week By: 

Did You Know?
• Brown County was founded in 1836 by Jacob 
Brown and is 316.63 square miles. 

•  The county seat, Nashville, has an estimated 
population of 1,067. 

• Nearly 90% of the land in the county is covered 
in forests making it the county with the highest 
concentration of forestland. 

• Brown County State Park is considered the 24th 
largest state park in Indiana with 24. 6 square miles.

• The county is one of the least populated in Indiana 
with only an estimated 15,242 individuals. 

Got Words?
Brown County is shaped by the immense amount of 
forestland it contains.  Because of their state park, 

citizens have access to lodges, swimming pools, 
cabins and miles of trails. How do you think the land 

in Brown County impacts both the residents and 
visitors?

÷
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F&Facts un

ndianaThe trees of Brown County 
are awful pretty this time of 
year. Worth the trip over!

Brown

To help support literacy please support 
Newspapers in Education

If you’d like to be a sponsor,  
call (765) 361-0100 ext. 22

NIE Newspapers In 
Education

A Program That Raises The Bar!
Brought To You By These Proud Supporters 

of Education in Montgomery County

To help support literacy please support Newspapers in Education
(765) 361-0100, Ext. 22

(765) 362-5878  
DAVISMORRISON.COM

765-361-8711
1516 S. Washington St.
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 Electric Light & Pow
er

Crawfordsville Electric Light and Power is a proud member of the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency (IMPA), the wholesale power provider to 60 cities and towns in 

Indiana and Ohio.  IMPA’s member’s rates are among the lowest in the state.  For 
more information, visit IMPA’s website at www.impa.com.

Visit www.impa.com for even more electric safety tips!

Nearly 50,000 fires in the US are caused by electrical failures 
or malfunctions annually, resulting in more than 400 deaths, 
1,500 injuries and $1.4 billion in property damage.  Follow 

these steps to prevent overloads and lower your risk of 
electrical fires.

Practice Electrical Safety:
Don’t overload your home!

Use appropriate 
watt bulbs for 

lighting fixtures.

Only plug one 
heat producing 
appliance into 
a receptacle 

outlet at a time.

Never use 
extension cords 
or multi-outlet 
converters for 

appliances.

Power strips only add 
additional outlets; 

they do not change 
the amount of power 

being received from the 
outlet.

celp.com
(765) 362-1900

NAPAonline.com
(765) 362-3840

Office: 765-362-5060
Cell: 765-918-7122

410 Waynetown Rd.
jeff.neal@yahoo.com
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CenterPoint Energy Offering Bill Assistance 
and Energy-Saving Resources as Energy 
Market Prices Remain on the Rise

IDEM Has $3.5M 
for Clean Air Projects

CenterPoint Energy is 
encouraging customers to 
take action now to help 
manage natural gas bills 
for the upcoming heating 
season. The company’s 
Indiana North natural gas 
territory today announced 
customers will likely see 
an incremental increase 
in their natural gas bills 
when compared to those 
of last winter, assuming 
normal winter weather, 
due primarily to natural 
gas market conditions. 
The volatility of natural 
gas prices continues to 
impact utilities across 
the state and country, 
but customers can take 
advantage of CenterPoint 
Energy’s array of payment 
assistance options as well 
as energy-saving tips and 
energy efficiency pro-
grams to help mitigate the 
impact to bills.

This year based upon 
expected natural gas com-
modity costs and normal 
winter weather, customers 
can expect to pay on av-
erage $135 a month, over 
the 5-month heating sea-
son of November through 
March. By comparison, 
last year’s average bill 
amount for the 5-month 
period was around $130 a 
month.

“With the increase in 
natural gas prices, assum-
ing our region experi-
ences normal weather 
this heating season, 
customers should expect 
an incremental increase in 
their bills,” said Ashley 
Babcock, Vice President, 
Indiana and Ohio Gas. 
“While energy market 
prices have continued to 
rise over the last year, off-
sets such as the completion 
of the recovery of charges 
associated with Winter 
Storm Uri will likely help 
customers not experience 
the significant increase of 
last winter season.”

CenterPoint Energy 
utilities are not allowed to 
markup, nor profit, from 
the purchase and sale of 
natural gas. Natural gas is 
a commodity bought and 

sold in a national dereg-
ulated market and prices 
fluctuate daily due to sup-
ply and demand pressures.

Only gas costs actually 
incurred and approved by 
the Indiana Utility Reg-
ulatory Commission are 
recovered from custom-
ers. CenterPoint Energy 
purchases natural gas on 
behalf of its customers and 
then passes those costs on 
to customers through the 
gas cost adjustment, which 
is listed on the bill as “Gas 
Cost Charge.”

Natural gas continues 
to be the most affordable 
heating source. In fact, 
CenterPoint Energy gas 
customers who heated 
their homes with natural 
gas last year saved up to 
$1,152 compared to those 
who heat with propane 
and up to $307 to $1,244 
compared to those who 
heat with an electric heat 
pump or electric furnace, 
respectively.

It is important to re-
member bills will vary by 
customer depending on the 
size and age of the home, 
number of gas appliances, 
number in the house-
hold, thermostat settings 
and levels of insulation. 
Customers are encouraged 
to still implement energy 
efficiency measures and 
find ways to use less natu-
ral gas to lower bills even 
further.

CenterPoint Energy has 
in place several tools to 
help customers manage 
their energy bills.

• Energy Assistance 
Program (EAP):  State 
and federal utility assis-
tance dollars are avail-
able for income-eligible 
customers. Those that fall 

within 60 percent of state 
median income should 
visit their local community 
action agency to sign up 
for the EAP. To apply 
for the EAP, customers 
should call 1-800-872-
0371 to locate their nearest 
community action agency. 
Customers may also apply 
any time at the Indiana 
Housing and Community 
Development Authority 
website at www.EAP.ihc-
da.in.gov <http://www.
EAP.ihcda.in.gov> .

• Universal Service 
Program (USP): All 
eligible natural gas heating 
customers who apply 
and qualify for EAP will 
automatically be en-
rolled in the USP, which 
provides additional gas 
bill reductions that range 
from 15 to 32 percent of 
the total bill received (not 
including EAP benefits) in 
the months of December 
through May. The USP, 
which has been in place 
since 2005 is the result 
of a collaborative effort 
by CenterPoint Energy, 
Citizens Energy Group, 
the Indiana Office of Util-
ity Consumer Counselor, 
Citizens Action Coalition 
and a group representing 
industrial customers.

• Due Date Extension 
and Payment Arrange-
ment: These are two 
free offerings which are 
available to customers in 
need of a special payment 
plan on a temporary basis 
in order to keep service 
connected and manage 
energy costs.

• Energy efficiency 
resources: CenterPoint 
Energy offers energy 
efficiency tips, appliance 
rebates and energy-saving 

tools to help customers 
lower their natural gas 
bills. All Indiana residen-
tial and small commercial 
natural gas customers 
are eligible. Visit www.
centerpointenergy.com/
smartsavings <http://
www.centerpointenergy.
com/smartsavings>  or 
call 1-866-240-8476 for a 
list of rebates, qualifying 
appliances and energy 
efficiency tips.

• Budget Bill: Under 
this billing plan, a custom-
er's estimated costs for 
a year of gas service are 
spread in equal monthly 
bill amounts for the year. 
This leveling of month-
ly bill amounts reduces 
the need to pay the full 
amount in the winter and 
spreads some of those 
higher bill charges into 
the non-heating months. 
Amounts are adjusted 
each summer for actual 
costs, and the customer’s 
credit or amount due 
rolls into the next Budget 
Bill payment for the next 
12-month period. Custom-
ers can enroll for free on 
www.centerpointenergy.
com <http://www.center-
pointenergy.com>  or by 
calling 1-800-227-1376.

“We recognize the fi-
nancial hardships our cus-
tomers may be facing this 
heating season, and we 
want to encourage them 
to contact us for options 
to assist in managing costs 
prior to their first high bill 
of the heating season,” 
said Babcock. “Addition-
ally, customers needing 
further financial assistance 
can apply for programs 
available through our local 
community action agencies 
and local non-profits.”

The Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Management (IDEM) 
announced Round 4 of 
the DieselWise Indiana 
with Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Reduction 
Act (DERA) Option 
program’s grant fund-
ing which will distribute 
awards ranging from 
$50,000 to $1,000,000. 
Total available funding for 
this round is $3.5 million.

Grant money will be 
awarded to clean air 
projects that significantly 
reduce diesel emissions 
from nonroad vehicles or 
equipment across Indiana. 
IDEM is specifically en-
couraging potential project 
partners from southern 
Indiana due to the lack 
of applications from this 
region in the previous 
rounds of the program, 
with the hope and intent 
of realizing meaningful 
diesel emission reductions 
equitably across Indiana.

Example projects 
include installing idle 
reduction technology on 
locomotives, replacing 
diesel-powered switcher 

locomotives with all-elec-
tric locomotives or railcar 
movers, replacing existing 
diesel-powered marine en-
gines with new clean-die-
sel powered engines, and 
replacing diesel-powered 
cargo handling equipment 
with new electric alterna-
tives.

Projects from Rounds 
1 through 3 included 
replacing a diesel-powered 
switcher locomotive with 
an all-electric shuttle wag-
on, replacing two landfill 
compactors with much 
newer clean-diesel ma-
chines, and replacing old 
diesel-powered terminal 
tractors with new all-elec-
tric alternatives serving 
the same purpose. These 
projects will result in no-
tably better air quality for 
those that live and work 
around these areas.

Public and private enti-
ties may submit applica-
tions, and the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) deadline 
is Dec. 16, 2022. Appli-
cation information can 
be found at www.idem.
IN.gov/airquality/diesel-
wise.

A Conversation With 
Brian Lamb and Mitch 
Daniels Set for Oct. 24

In Oct. 2012 as Pur-
due University’s presi-
dent-elect, Mitch Daniels 
sat down for a public 
conversation with C-SPAN 
founder and Purdue alum 
Brian Lamb. Now, 10 
years later, Daniels will 
once again join Lamb for a 
wide-ranging conversation 
on the university’s en-
gaging recent history and 
other topics of importance 
to our country and higher 
education.

The special “Conver-
sation with Brian Lamb,” 
hosted by the Center for 
C-SPAN Scholarship & 
Engagement, will take 
place Oct. 24 in Stewart 
Center’s Fowler Hall on 
Purdue’s campus. Doors 
will open at 6 p.m., and 
the event will begin at 
6:30 p.m.

The hourlong talk with 
Daniels will cover his 
past 10 years at Purdue 
and what might lie ahead 
for higher education and 
beyond.

The event is free and 
open to the public. Seating 
is limited and registration 
is required; attendees must 
show their e-tickets at 
the door. To register and 
receive a ticket, go to bit.
ly/ConversationCCSE.

Daniels will step down 
as the university’s presi-
dent, effective Jan. 1. He 
took the reins at Purdue in 
January 2013 after com-
pleting his second term as 
Indiana’s governor. Mung 
Chiang, Purdue’s  exec-
utive vice president for 
strategic initiatives and the 
former John A. Edward-
son Dean of Engineering 
and, will serve as the uni-

versity’s next president.
At Purdue, Daniels 

prioritized student afford-
ability and reinvestment in 
the university’s strengths. 
Purdue has held tuition 
unchanged from 2012 
through at least the 2022-
23 academic year, break-
ing with a 36-year trend. 
Simultaneously, room rates 
have remained steady, 
meal plan rates have fallen 
about 10% and student 
borrowing has dropped 
32%, while investments in 
student success and STEM 
research have undergone 
unprecedented growth. It 
is less expensive to attend 
Purdue today than it was in 
2012. During the Daniels 
decade, higher education 
nationally has undergone 
significant changes, with 
no end to the challenges on 
the horizon.

In recognition of his 
leadership as both a 
governor and a university 
president, Daniels was 
named among the Top 50 
World Leaders by Fortune 
magazine in 2015 and was 
elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in 2019.

The “Conversation with 
Brian Lamb” event is 
sponsored by the Center 
for C-SPAN Scholarship 
& Engagement and the 
Brian Lamb School of 
Communication in Pur-
due’s College of Liberal 
Arts and is a featured 
part of the national CCSE 
Research Conference.

For more information 
contact Andrea Langrish, 
CCSE managing director, 
at centerforcspan@purdue.
edu.
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Duke Energy Foundation Awards Over $250K in Grants
The Duke Energy Foun-

dation has awarded 20 
grants totaling more than 
$250,000 to Indiana-based 
organizations undertaking 
a wide range of environ-
mental initiatives across 
the state, including proj-
ects to enhance Indiana 
parks, protect vulnerable 
habitats, support clean wa-
ter, and expand outdoor 
recreational and educa-
tional opportunities.

“We’re pleased to part-
ner with local nonprofits 
and organizations across 
our service territory to en-
hance the quality of life of 
our customers and com-
munities,” said Stan Pin-
egar, president of Duke 
Energy Indiana. “From 
planting trees to creating 
community gardens and 
nature trails, we hope to 
make a positive impact 
through meaningful and 
sustainable projects that 
make Indiana a desirable 
and vibrant place to live.”

Over the last five years, 
the Duke Energy Foun-
dation has awarded more 
than 70 grants totaling 
nearly $1 million to orga-
nizations across Indiana 
for projects that support 
environmental steward-
ship.

This year, grants were 
awarded to 20 Indi-
ana-based organizations to 
support conservation and 
educational programs in 
Boone, Clark, Decatur, 
Fayette, Franklin, Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Hendricks, 
Henry, Jackson, Jeffer-
son, Monroe, Owen, 
Putnam, Ripley, Rush, 
Tippecanoe, Vigo and 
Wabash counties.

• Alquina Blue Arrows 
Park (Fayette County)

$10,000 for planting of 
trees and native polli-
nators, installing new 
fencing and providing 
educational opportunities

The grant will support 
efforts to make Alquina 
Blue Arrows Park more 
bird-, butterfly- and 
bee-friendly by adding 
more native pollinator 
plants to landscaping that 
borders the park shelter, 
walking trail and historical 
monument. The funds will 
also support the purchase 
and planting of native 
trees on the property, as 
well as educational oppor-
tunities for visitors high-
lighting the importance of 
biodiversity and protecting 
native species. Finally, 
the grant will support the 
purchase and installation 
of split rail fencing to act 
as both a safety barrier 
and aesthetic enhancement 
to the park.

• CanopyBloomington 
(Monroe County)

$15,000 for tree 
planting in economically 
disadvantaged areas

CanopyBloomington 
has identified several 
economically disadvan-
taged areas within the city 
of Bloomington that lack 
tree canopy cover. This 
grant funding will support 
the planting of new trees 
in these areas, as well as 
their long-term mainte-
nance and care.

• City of Rushville 
(Rush County)

$15,000 for tree 
planting to commemorate 
bicentennial

To commemorate its 
bicentennial year, the city 
of Rushville intends to 
plant 200 new trees across 
the community. The proj-
ect symbolizes the city’s 
commitment to a cleaner, 
greener future for the next 
200 years. The new trees 
will aid in the enhance-
ment and preservation of 
public green spaces and 
assist in the reduction of 
carbon and storm water 
runoff, improving soil 
quality.

• City of Seymour 
(Jackson County)

$10,000 for tree plant-
ing near Freeman Field 
Recreational Complex

The grant will sup-
port the planting of trees 
near the Freeman Field 
Recreational Complex, 
a 67-acre site used for 
sports and recreational ac-
tivities. The trees will act 
as a natural wind barrier, 
while also providing shade 
and helping with drain-
age. The project will help 
advance the city’s goal 
of planting two trees for 
every tree that’s removed 
due to storms or disease.

• Decatur County 
Community Foundation 
(Decatur County)

$15,000 for new play-
ground, improvements to 
memorial walking trail

The grant will sup-
port improvements to a 
0.6-mile walking trail 
established in memory of 
Travis Wenning, who lost 
his fight with cancer at the 
age of 6. The trail runs 
along the south perime-
ter of St. Mary’s Parish 
campus. The funding will 
support the installation 
of a new playground, 
which will feature equip-
ment that resembles tree 
stumps, logs and boulders 
that reflect the natural 
environment. The grant 
will also help fund the 
planting of native trees, 
as well as the placement 
of stones around the base 
of existing trees to pre-
vent erosion and control 
weeds.

• Franklin County 

Community Foundation 
(Franklin County)

$10,000 for expansion, 
maintenance of communi-
ty gardens

The grant will support 
the expansion and con-
tinued maintenance of 
several community and 
pollinator gardens across 
Franklin County. The gar-
dens are frequently used 
for educational purposes 
highlighting food preser-
vation and preparation, 
the planting and main-
tenance of gardens, pest 
control, and the planting 
of crops. The funds will 
also be used to upgrade 
seating and walking areas 
within the gardens.

• Healthy Communities 
of Henry County (Henry 
County)

$10,000 for Wilbur 
Wright Trail development

The grant will support 
phase three of construc-
tion on the Wilbur Wright 
Trail. The new 2.6-mile 
trail segment will extend 
from southwest of Moore-
land to the northeast side, 
providing an opportunity 
for the public to walk, run 
and bike along a tree-
lined path. The project 
aims to increase residents’ 
quality of life and help 
individuals reach their 
fitness goals.

• Keep Noblesville 
Beautiful (Hamilton 
County)

$10,000 for pollinator 
garden and sculpture

The grant will support 
the installation of a kinetic 
butterfly sculpture and 
pollinator garden in a 
roundabout at 191st Street 
and Little Chicago Road 
in Noblesville. By utiliz-
ing this underserved green 
space, Keep Noblesville 
Beautiful seeks to not only 
beautify the community, 
but to promote the polli-
nation of native plants and 
the important role they 
play in climate resiliency. 
The project also aims to 
remind pedestrians and 
drivers of their connection 
to nature.

• Lake Monroe Water 
Fund (Monroe County)

$15,000 for healthy 
woodlands and clean 
drinking water

The grant will help 
support live staking along 
the banks of Clay Lick 
Creek, a process that 

involves taking cuttings 
from woody plants and 
sticking them into the 
ground to help remediate 
soil erosion. The funds 
will also support the 
planting of native trees 
and shrubs adjacent to the 
creek to help stabilize the 
soil and create a habitat 
for birds and insects. The 
effort aims to improve 
water quality in the lake, 
which is the sole drinking 
water source for 150,000 
Bloomington-area res-
idents and businesses. 
The project is adjacent to 
CYO Camp Rancho Fra-
masa, providing an oppor-
tunity to educate campers 
about water conservation 
and sustainability.

• Louisville Grows 
(Clark County)

$15,000 for tree plant-
ing in Jeffersonville and 
Clarksville

The cities of Jefferson-
ville and Clarksville are 
partnering with the non-
profit Louisville Grows 
to help increase the tree 
canopy in low-income 
neighborhoods near I-65. 
The grant will help pur-
chase approximately 200 
shade trees, which will be 
selected and planted by 
volunteers with expertise 
in urban forestry. The 
project aims to establish 
a thriving tree canopy, 
create aesthetic appeal 
and provide ample shaded 
areas.

• Manchester Universi-
ty (Wabash County)

$10,000 to establish 
garden spaces on campus

Manchester Univer-
sity’s Environmental 
Studies Program and 
Center for Environ-
mental Resilience and 
Social Engagement are 
currently implementing a 
campuswide conservation 
management strategy that 
focuses on actions and 
infrastructure that are re-
silient to climate change, 
support biodiversity 
conservation and provide 
accessible green space to 
northeast Indiana. Phase 
one of the project is 
focused on transforming 
the campus grounds into 
an agroecology teaching, 
research and community 
outreach space. This grant 
funding will be used to 
establish garden spaces 
on campus grounds that 

demonstrate best prac-
tices for climate-resilient 
food production and for 
combating issues of food 
insecurity.

• Parks Foundation of 
Hendricks County (Hen-
dricks County)

$5,000 for Williams 
Park ecological enhance-
ment

Brownsburg Parks and 
Recreation has collab-
orated with community 
members and partners to 
restore critical areas of 
Williams Park, a 77-acre 
park that hosts approx-
imately 20,000 visitors 
each year. The grant 
funds will be used to im-
plement phase one of the 
park’s ecological enhance-
ment plan, which includes 
transitioning turf in the 
park’s central median into 
a pollinator prairie mix. 
The project will help the 
park save on long-term 
turf management ex-
penses, reduce their fuel 
consumption and enhance 
the park’s biodiversity.

• Pennsy Trails (Han-
cock County)

$13,561 to increase 
parking at Eagle Station

The grant will fund 
efforts to expand parking 
and trail access at 400 
West Eagle Station. The 
expanded parking lot will 
accommodate additional 
cars and school buses and 
allow visitors to easily ac-
cess a recently construct-
ed outdoor classroom and 
educational signage.

• Ripley County 
Community Foundation 
(Ripley County)

$25,000 for tree plant-
ing, installation of water 
bottle filling stations and 
trash/recycling receptacles

The grant will fund 
the planting of trees and 
native plants in pollinator 
gardens and near trail-
heads. The funds will also 
support the purchase and 
installation of water bottle 
filling stations and trash 
and recycling receptacles.

• The Nature Conser-
vancy (Jefferson, Putnam 
and Owen counties)

$10,000 for ecological 
enhancement

The grant will support 
reforestation efforts at 
Pennywort Cliffs Nature 
Preserve in Jefferson 
County, Big Walnut Na-
ture Preserve in Putnam 

County and Green’s Bluff 
Nature Preserve in Owen 
County.

• Tree Lafayette 
(Tippecanoe County)

$15,000 for tree plant-
ing in Lafayette

The grant will sup-
port the planting of 40 
trees along the streets of 
Lafayette in spring 2023. 
Many of the trees will be 
planted in underserved 
or low-income neighbor-
hoods within the commu-
nity.

• Vigo County 4-H 
Council (Vigo County)

$8,000 for tree planting 
at Vigo County Fair-
grounds

The grant will fund the 
purchase and planting of 
a variety of trees at the 
Vigo County Fairgrounds, 
contributing to beautifica-
tion efforts on the proper-
ty and creating an inviting 
space for fairgoers and 
visitors.

• Vigo County Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment (Vigo County)

$15,000 for osprey and 
eagle nesting platforms

The grant will fund the 
purchase and installation 
of two nesting platforms 
for eagles and ospreys 
at the top of two retired 
electric transmission tow-
ers at the Wabashiki Fish 
& Wildlife Area in West 
Terre Haute.

• Westfield-Washington 
Education Development 
Foundation (Hamilton 
County)

$15,000 for Shamrock 
Outdoor Learning Lab

The grant will support 
the Shamrock Outdoor 
Learning Lab, a green 
space that provides 
experiential learning 
opportunities for local 
schools, businesses and 
civic organizations to 
learn about water and soil 
conservation.

• Zionsville Parks 
Foundation (Boone 
County)

$14,970 for ecological 
enhancement at Zionsville 
Golf Course

The grant will support 
work to convert 3.53 
acres of grass at Zions-
ville Golf Course into na-
tive plantings. The project 
will not only attract and 
support pollinators and 
other wildlife, but also 
reduce the amount of 
mowing required, thus 
reducing the golf course’s 
carbon footprint. Addi-
tionally, the grant will 
support the installation 
of signage to educate the 
community about the hab-
itat restoration project and 
underscore the importance 
of supporting pollina-
tor-friendly plants.
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