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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
JOHN GENTRY
for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
2 Hamilton County shopping 

days until Christmas. Hey San-
ta, how about being extra nice to 
the folks who are our emergency 
responders. They are doing the work 
of the angels!

If you sit a lot at work, take walking 
breaks as often as you can to help 

keep your weight in check.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 
in The Times and online at www.

thetimes24-7.com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
"That's what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown."

- Linus Van Pelt

 TODAY’S JOKE
Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy!

And Another Few Things...

1. Closing Time
The holidays mean a few changes in 

schedules.
For the most part, banks and 

government offices will be closed on 
Sunday and Monday, Christmas and 
the day after. This includes the U.S. 
Post Office as well.

The same schedule follows a week 
later when New Year’s Day falls on 
Sunday. Government offices and many 
businesses will also be closed Monday, 
Jan. 2. This also includes the U.S. Post 
Office.

For us at The Times, we don’t have 
Sunday and Monday issues, so there 
are no changes for us. We will continue 
to publish Tuesday through Saturday. 
However, it is important to note that 
our offices will be closed for the 
holidays from Dec. 26 through Jan. 
2. If you need something during that 
time, please e-mail Tim Timmons at 
ttimmons@thetimes24-7.com.

2. County Offices
Most Hamilton County Buildings 

will be closed all day today due to 
inclement weather. Essential services 
will be operating but are not open to 
the public. Be safe and stay warm 
today. For any specific exemptions, 
contact the agency in question.

3. Ivy Tech Closed
Due to inclement weather forecasted 

statewide, all Ivy Tech campuses will be 
operating virtually today.

An Ivy Tech representative will 
reach out to students who have an 
appointment on campus to discuss 
options for virtual appointments.

Students should watch for IvyAlerts 
and check MyIvy for additional 
information about possible early 
campus closures today.

 OBITUARIES
Leslie ‘Denise’ Bever
John Wayne Stanford

 TODAY’S VERSE
Romans 5:3 – 5 And not only 

so, but we glory in tribulations 
also: knowing that tribulation 

worketh patience; And pa-
tience, experience; and experi-
ence, hope; And hope maketh 

not ashamed; because the love 
of God is shed abroad in our 

hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us.

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Santa Claus smile? 
“Just being with the kids,” said 
Robert Shuck, who was found 
during a previous year listening to 
Christmas wishes from all ages of 
visitors at the Santa House on the 
Courthouse Square in downtown 
Noblesville. Shuck, a now 76-year-
old Westfield resident, has been 
playing Santa for more than 10 
years. Today's feature is a look 
back at one of The Times' previous 
Faces of Hamilton County. He owns 
his own Santa suit, hat and boots. 
He has perfected a jolly ol’ laugh, 
and he dons a real white beard 
that he has been growing for years. 
He played Santa the last four years 
on the Courthouse Square. His 
wife, Judith, played Mrs. Claus. His 
wife is a fifth-generation Westfield 
resident. He was born in Greens-
boro, N.C., then lived in Mays, 
Kennard, Westfield and Carmel, 
where his dad coached athletics, 
and then Evansville, where his dad 
was in the insurance business, 
before living 38 years in Alabama, 
where he graduated high school. 
He is a retired band director of 40 
years and helps with the Westfield 
High School band. He reunited with 
Mrs. Claus, his “first-grade sweet-
heart,” in 1999 and got married 
and moved back to Westfield. Kids 
can visit the Santa House on the 
Square before Santa returns to the 
North Pole, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
today and noon to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Christmas Eve.

People who call our community their own.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:59 a.m.      
SET: 5:19 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures
HIGH: 34 °F
LOW: 29 °F

Today is...
• Boston Tea Party Day 

• Stupid Toy Day
• Underdog Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1944 World War II: The 
Battle of the Bulge begins 
with the surprise offensive 
of three German armies 
through the Ardennes 

forest
• 1773 Boston Tea Party: 
Sons of Liberty Members 

disguised as Mohawk 
Indians dump hundreds of 
crates of tea into Boston 

harbor as a protest against 
the Tea Act

• 1777 Virginia becomes 
the first state to ratify the 
Articles of Confederation

Births On This Day
• 1866 Wassily Kandinsky

Russian/French painter
• 1901 Margaret Mead

American anthropologist

Deaths On This Day
• 1980 Colonel Sanders
American businessman 
and founder of KFC

• 1988 Sylvester
American singer-songwrit-
er, pianist and producer

The Times photo courtesy of Betsy Reason
Santa will greet visitors for the last time of the season in the Hamilton County Historical Society’s 
Santa House from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. today and noon to 4 p.m. Saturday in downtown Noblesville. In 
2021, Abigail Phillips, then 6 and a first-grader at North Elementary in Noblesville, asks Santa for 
a Pixie fairy and a unicorn with wings. Then she goes on to ask Santa a few questions about his 
reindeer and elves.

Enjoy Final Santa Visits, 
Ice Skating, Lights and 
Local Church Services

Christmas is almost here, and 
there are only two more times to 
visit with Santa in the Hamilton 
County Historical Society’s 
Santa House. There is also ice 
skating and holiday lights. And 
the Christkindlmarkt goes on 
through Dec. 30 in Carmel. 

Here are 10 holiday things to 
do this weekend and beyond:

1. All ages can visit the Ham-
ilton County Historical Society’s 
Santa House with hours 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. today and noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday in downtown 
Noblesville.

2. Enjoy “A Christmas Story, 
The Musical” through Saturday 
at Booth Tarkington Civic The-
atre in Carmel.

3. Visit the Christkindlmarkt 
in Carmel now through Dec. 30, 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Fridays through 
Sundays, with special hours 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. today and 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 26-30 at 10 
Carter Green in Carmel.

4. The Federal Hill Commons 
Ice Plaza is open through Jan. 9 
in Noblesville. Rink hours are 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays and 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Saturdays and 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Sundays, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Dec. 24, and closed 

See BETSY Page A5

BETSY REASON
The Times Editor

Sheriff’s Office Closed for Weather
Due to the Hazardous weather 

conditions, the administrative 
offices of the Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s Office will be closed 
today. They will remain closed 
on Monday Tuesday in observa-
tion of the holidays. 

The office will reopen next 
Wednesday for regular hours of 
operation. Patience is appreciat-
ed during the hazardous weather 
and holiday season.

Essential public safety ser-

vices will remain open (Patrol, 
Corrections & Dispatch). Please 
be prepared for this hazardous 
weather. Listed below are some 
resources that are available to 
you should you need them.

Preparedness:
• Sign up for Smart911, which 

is also a special needs registry 
for those who may need addi-
tional assistance - smart911.com

• Download the HCEM 
App for storm reports, power 

outages, travel advisories, and 
more - apps.myocv.com/share/
a14846034 3. Make a plan, 
build a kit, and stay informed 
(ready.gov)

Need Help?
• Only call 911 for life-threat-

ening emergencies.
• Call 211 for warning cen-

ters, shelters, or other assistance
• Find the website for your 

power provider to monitor prog-
ress if there are power outages.

City, Local Partners Coordinate 
Response to Severe Winter Storm

The City of Noblesville has 
been preparing all week for the 
winter storm that arrived yester-
day evening, and is reminding 
residents of services available 
as well as precautions to take to 
prepare.

Plans are being made and 
altered as the city learns more 
about this storm. City officials, 
along with police, fire and street 

departments, are coordinat-
ing efforts with the Hamilton 
County Emergency Management 
Agency and other local partners 
to make sure residents are safe.

The Noblesville Street 
Department will be working 
around the clock as ice or snow 
accumulates to clear roadways. 
These efforts began last night. 
Main roads will be prioritized 

to ensure first responders can 
travel throughout the city in the 
event of an emergency.

“The city’s priority is to 
provide services to residents that 
keep our community safe during 
and after this forecasted weath-
er event,” said Mayor Chris 

See STORM Page A5

HHSC IDES 
Meal Pack 
Yields Over 
15K Meals

The 2nd Annual International 
Disaster Emergency Services 
Team (IDES) Meal Pack, spon-
sored by the Hamilton Heights 
School Corporation Wellness 
Team, took place earlier this 
week. This gathering and 
service project was designed to 
focus on staff social/emotion-
al wellness in this season of 
giving.

In traditional Heights’ fash-
ion, several student teams joined 
in bringing together a total of 90 
staff, some of their families, and 
students who packed and boxed 
15,960 meals that will be sent to 
Honduras.

Emily Beechler, Media Center 

See MEALS Page A5
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 OBITUARIES
Leslie ‘Denise’ Bever

May 16, 1954-December 17, 2022
Leslie ‘Denise’ Bever, 68, of 

Fairmount, Indiana, passed away 
on Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022, at her 
residence in Fairmount.

She was born on May 16, 1954 to 
Frances and Virginia (Forrer) Bever, 
in Anderson.

Ms. Bever graduated from Lapel 
High School in 1972. She retired 
as a sales representative for several 
companies.

She was a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, 
Radiant Chapter.

Survivors include her adopted family; Donald Ever-
ett of Fairmount; Cari (Tony) Hesch of Fishers; Indra 
(Charles) Bradley of Leola, Pennsylvania; grandchildren; 
5 cousins Shirley Buffone, Carolyn Wix, Joan Fisher, 
Rita Williams and Bob Forrer; and 2 best friends Mary 
Politis of Indianapolis and Kim Reeves of Markleville.

She was preceded in death by her parents Frances and 
Virginia Bever.

Visitation is scheduled to be held from 4-7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27 at Hersberger-Bozell Funeral Home, 
1010 N Main St. Lapel.

Graveside services will be held in Brookside Cemetery 
in Lapel at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Humane 
Society for Hamilton County.

Online condolences may be shared at www.hersber-
gerbozell.com

John Wayne Stanford 
September 15, 1939-December 20, 2022

John Wayne Stanford, 83, of 
Anderson, passed away on Wednes-
day, Dec. 20, 2022, at Community 
Hospital in Anderson following a 
brief illness.

He was born on Sept. 15, 1939, in 
Lapel.

Mr. Stanford graduated from Lapel 
High School. He served his country 
in the US Army. He retired in from 
Brockway Glass after 25 years of 
employment.

He loved fishing, hunting and 
spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren. Mr. 
Stanford loved old western movies.

Survivors include his wife Rose 
(Marshel) Stanford, whom he mar-
ried in Lapel in 1983,; 3 children AJ 
Stanford of Chicago, Edward Watkins of Anderson and 
Valarie (Steve) Dishman of Anderson; 3 grandchildren 
Cody Miguels, Michalee Wallace and Matthew Dishman; 
3 great-grandhildren; and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; 1 sister; and 
5 brothers.

A funeral service is scheduled to be held at 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 2022, at Hersberger-Bozell Funeral 
Home, 1010 N Main Street, Lapel, with the Rev. Gary 
Klinger officiating. Burial will follow in Brookside Cem-
etery in Lapel.

Visitation is scheduled to run from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Thursday at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American 
Heart Association.

Online condolences may be shared at www.hersber-
gerbozell.com

Thanks for the Memories (Part 1)

Every year about this 
time I look back at the pre-
vious 12 months and ex-
press appreciation for the 
people, places and things 
that have made their way 
into my weekly columns.  
So, thanks to:

My old roommate from 
college who called me af-
ter 55 years. He reminded 
me we hadn’t spoken in 55 
years. I told him it was 57, 
if you count the two years 
we lived together.

My wife’s mother, Mar-
garet gave an original copy 
of the The Joy of Cooking 
to Mary Ellen to read. Not 
to cook anything, just to 
read.  In the poultry and 
game chapter, here is a 
summary of their advice: 

“Draw out the entrails, cut 
the neck close to the body, 
remove the windpipe end 
then chop off the feet.” As 
you can tell, this book was 
also a big hit with serial 
killers.

My physical therapist, 
who helped me through 
rehab. For several months 
I was encouraged to do 
Kegels. There is a special-
ist for that at Community 
Hospital, but she was out 
one day, so I asked a ques-
tion of another therapist 
who was not trained in the 
procedure.

“I’m sorry, Mr. Wolf-
sie, that’s a little over my 
head.”

“Then you are doing it 
wrong,” I told her.

The folks at the Sleep 
Center at Community Hos-
pital where I participated 
in a sleep study. They had 
lots of questions:

 “Does your wife say 
you snore?”

“She has no idea be-
cause she sleeps in another 
room…maybe because I 
snore.”

“Mr. Wolfsie, then how 
do you know you snore?”

“I get a lot of complaints 

from the neighbors.”
My wife, who wanted to 

try a new Chinese restau-
rant, found one online and 
ordered the food. I called 
back because I wanted to 
know how long it would 
take to get there. “Where 
do you live?” I was asked.  
I told him the northside of 
Indianapolis.

“Oh, about six hours. 
Sir, you are calling a Chi-
nese restaurant in Canton, 
Ohio.”

“That’s okay,” I said. “I 
love Cantonese food.”

My wife, Mary Ellen, 
one more time. She is re-
luctant to let me go shop-
ping alone because of all 
the crapola I bring home. 
When I do bring it home, 
I hide it, like the dozen 
Twinkies I hid under my 
pillow.

“Promise me, no more 
junk food,” she said.

I wasn’t sure I could 
make that promise. I told 
her I’d sleep on it.

The researcher at Ohio 
State who found that the 
average couple kisses 
about 25,000 times in a 
typical marriage. I was 
concerned we were not 

keeping up with the Jone-
ses, who are newlyweds 
down the street. I came 
home the other night and 
told Mary Ellen how beau-
tiful she was, how good 
dinner was, and how hot 
she looked in her jeans.  I 
was hoping that kissing up 
counted.

My brother-in-law Tom, 
who gave me an Apple 
Watch for Christmas 
last year. I called him in 
Oregon and admitted I 
was overwhelmed by how 
complicated it was to oper-
ate.  “Come on, Dick. You 
just think you are out of 
your league. Relax. Don’t 
be nervous. And don’t be 
intimidated like so many 
others have.”

“Tom, that is exactly the 
same advice you gave me 
when I married your sister.

I’m not done. More next 
week.

Dick Wolfsie spent his 
career sharing his humor, 
stories and video essays on 
television, radio and in news-
papers. His columns appear 
weekly in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. E-mail Dick 
at Wolfsie@ aol.com.

DICK WOLFSIE
Life in a Nutshell

 Meeting Notice
Hamilton County 

Council
Pursuant to IC 5-3-

1-2(b), notice is hereby 
given that the Hamilton 
County Council will meet 
on Wednesday, Jan. 4, 

2023 at 7 p.m. in the 
Commissioners Courtroom 
at One Hamilton County 
Square, Noblesville. The 
purpose of the meeting is 
for consideration of trans-
fer of funds, 2023 144 
amendments.

 Meeting Notice
Noblesville Fire-
fighter Pension 

Board
The Noblesville Fire-

fighter Pension Board 
will meet in Executive 
Session on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 2023 at 9 a.m. 
The Executive Session 
will be held pursuant to 
IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(6) 
and (7), with respect to 
an individual over whom 
the governing body has 
jurisdiction and regard-
ing records deemed 
confidential by law. The 

meeting will be held at 
the Hamilton County 
Professional Fire Fight-
ers Local 4416 Union 
Hall, 399 S 14th St., 
Noblesville. 

At the conclusion of 
the Executive Session 
on Jan. 3, 2023, the 
Noblesville Firefighter 
Pension Board will hold 
a public meeting at the 
Hamilton County Pro-
fessional Fire Fighters 
Local 4416 Union Hall, 
399 S 14th St., No-
blesville, to vote on the 
matter presented in the 
Executive Session.

AKC Yellow & Black
Lab Puppies

765-585-2887
765-498-2241

Fishers Launches Winter Weather 
Preparedness and Response Plan

The City of Fishers, in 
conjunction with Hamil-
ton County Emergency 
Management Agency, has 
launched its weather pre-
paredness response teams 
ahead of the predicted 
weather system in Fishers.

The extent of the team’s 
response will be dependent 
on the outcomes of the 
weather event which has 
the potential to include 
dangerous wind gusts, 
rain-ice-snow precipita-
tion, and dangerously cold 
temperatures.

The following actions 
were implemented yes-
terday, with additional 
emergency response sup-
port prepared in the event 
the weather system causes 
severe outcomes:

Department of Public 
Works

• Snow Fight Activated: 
More than sixty trucks 
are deployed with crews 
working twelve-hour shifts 
through the end of the 
storm system

• Crews will begin 
treating roadways just 
prior to the anticipated 
flash freeze

• As snow precipitation 
falls, crews will begin 
clearing roadways ac-
cording to the CoF snow 
removal policy, beginning 
with primary roadways 
and ending with neigh-
borhood roadways as the 
storm concludes

• Information on road-
way snow clearing can be 
found online at fishers.
in.us/1489/Snow-and-Ice-
Control

Fishers Fire and Emer-
gency Services

• Information and 
resources will be commu-
nicated to all Smart 911 
subscribers and vulnerable 
populations

• Fire Stations 
throughout the city are ful-

ly staffed with additional 
backup staffing scheduled

• Fishers DPW will 
place crews with Fire 
Stations to accompany 
Emergency Services on 
runs to clear roadways

• Emergency Oper-
ations Center is led by 
Fishers FES which will 
monitor the changing 
conditions of the weather 
event and assess emergen-
cy response

Fishers Police Depart-
ment

• Patrol officers are 
prepared for winter weath-
er and will be on alert for 
hazardous driving

• FPD will support 
Emergency Operations 
Center monitoring and 
response.

City of Fishers
• City communica-

tions channels will provide 
up-to-date information on 
resources and emergency 
response through email, 
social media, and local 
media

Residents are asked to 
be prepared for the weath-
er event, particularly the 
possibility of widespread 
power outages for an ex-
tended amount of time.

Emergency Alert In-
formation

• Residents are encour-
aged to follow the City of 
Fishers on social media 
and register with Smart 
911 for the most up-to-
date information.

o Website: fishers.
in.us/Weather

o Facebook: face-
book.com/fishers.indiana

o Twitter: twitter.
com/FishersIN

o Instagram: insta-
gram.com/fishersin/

o City News Email: 
editor.ne16.com/
Subscribe/Form.ashx-
?l=1002298&p=b1d-
8b6ad-8a1b-4c1b-b4ac-

b059d44e518b
o Smart 911: 

smart911.com
• Indiana 211 is a 

free service that connects 
Hoosiers with help and 
answers from thousands of 
health and human service 
agencies and resources 
right in their local com-
munities. The website will 
include information on 
warming centers, shelters, 
and other cold weather 
resources available if resi-
dents need them.

Extreme Cold Weather 
Tips:

• Limit the amount of 
time outdoors. Extreme 
cold can lead to frostbite 
and hypothermia within 15 
minutes.

• Per City Ordinance, 
when the temperature 
is 40 degrees or lower, 
shelter for animals must 
include sufficient, dry 
bedding material or other 
means of protection from 
the weather that will allow 
the animal to retain body 
heat when the weather is 
colder than what an animal 
of that breed and condition 
can comfortably tolerate.

• Exterior faucets and 
household pipes along 
exterior walls are at risk 
of freezing. Open cabinet 
doors to allow warm air to 
prevent freezing. Exterior 
faucets should be winter-
ized.

Power Outage Informa-

tion:
• In the event residents 

experience a power out-
age, residents may do the 
following:

o Contact your pro-
vider to report the outage

- Duke Energy: 
duke-energy.com/outages 
or text ‘OUT’ to 57801

- NineStar Connect: 
call  (317) 326-3131 opt. 9 
or visit their website

o Monitor status of 
outages at poweroutage.
us.

o If you have a 
non-emergency issue or 
question, call 2-1-1.

o If you are medically 
or physically vulnerable 
and need assistance due 
to power outages, call 
2-1-1 or dial 9-1-1 if it is 
a life-threatening emer-
gency.

• If power outages 
are anticipated to occur 
over an extended peri-
od of time, the City of 
Fishers will communicate 
emergency resources and 
support via Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and 
Smart 911.

Trash Collection
• Changes to trash or 

recycling collection will be 
determined by your pro-
vider. Contact your HOA 
leadership or provider for 
more information.

Further information will 
be shared as conditions 
change.
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NOW

LIGHT DELIVERY 
ROUTE

Early Wednesday morning 
newspaper delivery route 

available!
This does NOT include home delivery. 
It is delivering to post offices mostly. 

Must have insurance, reliable 
transportation and a 
clean driving record. 

Send resume and 
vehicle information to 

jobs@thetimes24-7.com.

Hiring

Whether it’s finding ways to get 
better or making sure practices 
line up with bottom-line goals, 

TAG can help make that happen!

Are you looking for experts in:

Innovation
Strategy
Personnel Management
Marketing & Communications

TAG

Contact the 
experienced staff at 

Timmons Advisory Group
today!

WE’RE IT

www.tagtimmons.com

Kenny Takes A Look at Purdue Football’s Young Coaches
Purdue football is 

undergoing a youth 
movement with its 
coaching staff that 
Boilermaker fans haven’t 
witnessed in 45 years.

If those fans are lucky, 
the results will be similar.

Jim Young was early 
in his eventual College 
Football Hall of Fame 
coaching career when he 
left Arizona to return to 
the Big Ten Conference at 
Purdue on Dec. 6, 1976. 
Young had been defensive 
coordinator under Bo 
Schembechler for four 
seasons at Michigan before 
taking the head coaching 
job at Arizona in 1973.

Young was 41 when he 
was the unanimous choice 
to replace Alex Agase at 
Purdue. Instead of hiring 
veteran assistant coaches, 
Young turned to men he 
believed were on the rise 
in the coaching profession. 
None were older than 34 
at the time.

The headline in the 
Jan. 11, 1977 edition of 
the Lafayette Journal and 
Courier stated “Young’s 
staff averages 30 years 
of age.” Not the greatest 
headline ever written but at 
the time it was unheard of 
to have a pair of 33-year-
olds as your top assistants. 
As it turned out, both were 
future head coaches.

Defensive coordinator 
Leon Burtnett was hired 
away from Michigan 
State, where he served as 
linebackers coach under 
Darryl Rogers. Rogers 
had brought along Burtnett 
from San Jose State, where 
he was linebackers coach 
in 1974 and 1975

Making the most of 
his talent – including 
future four-time Super 
Bowl champion Keena 
Turner and Purdue’s 
all-time tackles leader 
Kevin Motts – Burtnett’s 

“Junk Defense” was 
the foundation of three 
consecutive bowl victories 
and the only 10-win season 
in school history. When 
Young went into a brief 
retirement following the 
1981 season, Burtnett was 
the obvious choice to take 
over. He went 21-34-1 
before being forced to 
resign following the 1986 
season.

Assistant head coach/
offensive coordinator John 
Mackovic stayed just one 
season in West Lafayette 
but he helped groom future 
College Football Hall of 
Fame quarterback Mark 
Herrmann into a starting 
quarterback as a freshman.

Like Young, Mackovic 
was a protégé of Bo 
Schembechler as a 
graduate assistant at 
Miami (Ohio) following 
his playing career at 
Wake Forest. Mackovic 
returned to his alma mater 
in 1978 and led the Demon 
Deacons to their first bowl 
game in 30 years. The 
Dallas Cowboys hired 
Mackovic as quarterbacks 
coach, leading to a four-
year stint as the Kansas 
City Chiefs’ head coach. 
Mackovic would later 
serve as head coach 
for Illinois, Texas and 
Arizona, finishing with a 
95-82-3 collegiate record.

The “old man” of 
Young’s first coaching 
staff was 34-year-old 

offensive line coach 
Bob Bockrath. Another 
graduate assistant for 
Schembechler at Miami, 
Bockrath was offensive 
line coach during Young’s 
four seasons at Arizona. 
Bockrath turned to 
administration in his 
post-Purdue days, serving 
as athletic director at 
California, Texas Tech 
and Alabama.

Another assistant 
with a connection to 
Schembechler was 
29-year-old defensive ends 
coach Mike Hankwitz. 
Having played for 
Schembechler’s 1969 
Big Ten championship 
team, Hankwitz became a 
defensive coordinator for 
the first time in 1976 for 
Young at Arizona.

With the exception of 
two stints as an interim 
head coach for Arizona 
and Colorado, Hankwitz 
spent 25 years as a 
defensive coordinator 
before retiring from 
Northwestern in 2020. 
Fourteen of his defenses 
were ranked in the nation’s 
top 25, and Hankwitz 
coached 14 first-team All-
Americans.

Another long-time 
assistant coach, Ed 
Zaunbrecher, was 26 when 
he came to Purdue as 
running backs coach. He 
would go on to serve as 
offensive coordinator for 

Wake Forest (1980-83), 
LSU (1984-90), Marshall 
(2000-01), Florida (2002-
03), Purdue (2006-08) and 
Rice (2009).

Randy Hart was 28 but 
had three years’ experience 
as Iowa State’s defensive 
line coach before coming 
to West Lafayette. Hart, 
a three-year letterman 
for Woody Hayes at 
Ohio State, remained for 
Young’s five years in West 
Lafayette. Hart then spent 
five seasons at his alma 
mater before settling in at 
Washington from 1988 to 
2008. Hart also coached 
defensive linemen at Notre 
Dame (2009) and Stanford 
(2010-15).

Former Illinois 
linebacker Doug Redmann 
was a graduate assistant 
under Young for two 
seasons at Arizona before 
becoming Purdue’s 
linebackers coach at age 
28. He remained with 
Young for all five seasons 
but I was unable to find 
any information about 
Redmann’s post-Purdue 
career.

Larry Thompson was 29 
when he joined Young’s 
Purdue staff as interior 
offensive line coach. 
Another member of the 
Schembechler coaching 
fraternity, Thompson also 
played for Bill Mallory 
at Miami (Ohio). Like 
Redmann, I was unable 
to find any information 
on Thompson after he left 
Purdue in 1979.

While Walters is 
unlikely to have a staff 
more youthful than Jim 
Young’s 1977 group, he 
will enter the 2023 as the 
Big Ten’s youngest head 
coach. Minnesota’s P.J. 
Fleck, 42, surrenders that 
title to his division rival.

The hiring of four 
assistant coaches have been 
announced so far, ranging 

in age from 26 to 39. The 
biggest name belongs to 
Graham Harrell, 37, the 
former star quarterback 
for the late Mike Leach at 
Texas Tech.

Harrell’s West Virginia 
offense in 2022 averaged 
30.6 points, 227.5 
passing yards and 171.5 
rushing yards per game. 
Harrell also was offensive 
coordinator at USC from 
2019-21, and his 2019 
team set school records 
for passing yards (4,365), 
completion percentage 
(71.0), completions (365) 
and attempts (514).

Defensive coordinator 
Kevin Kane, 39, follows 
Walters from Illinois. 
Kane earned All-Big 12 
Conference honors as 
a linebacker at Kansas 
(2002-05). His coaching 
stops have included 
Wisconsin, Northern 
Illinois, Kansas and SMU.

Two other imports from 
Illinois are linebackers 
coach Joe Dineen and 
secondary coach Grant 
O’Brien. The 26-year-old 
Dineen was a defensive 
graduate assistant in 2002. 
Dineen was a consensus 
All-American linebacker 
for Kansas in 2018.

O’Brien, 32, was a 
defensive analyst for the 
Fighting Illini for two 
seasons and at Missouri 
for three seasons.

Noteworthy
Just how deep is the 

top-ranked Purdue men’s 
basketball team?

Zach Edey, the favorite 
to win National Player 
of the Year awards, sat 
out Wednesday’s 74-
53 victory against New 
Orleans with the flu. 
No problem, thanks to 
redshirt freshman Trey 
Kaufman-Renn.

Kaufman-Renn scored 
a career-high 24 points in 
26 minutes, the highest 

output off the bench in 
the Big Ten this season. It 
was an efficient 24 points, 
too, coming of 8 of 10 
shooting from the field 
and 8 of 10 at the free 
throw line.

That was the highlight 
of the first home game 
in Purdue history with 
the Boilermakers ranked 
No. 1 The 12-0 start 
is just the fourth time 
the Boilermakers have 
accomplished that record. 
The 2009-10 team started 
14-0 only to have that 
season ruined by Robbie 
Hummel’s ACL injury 
at Minnesota. Glenn 
Robinson’s 1993-94 
Boilermakers also started 
14-0 and reached the Elite 
Eight before Robinson’s 
back injury affected the 
National Player of the 
Year in a loss to Duke.

There was no NCAA 
tournament in 1911-12 
when Purdue went 12-0 
for the season under coach 
Ralph Jones. Twenty years 
later, Jones coached the 
Chicago Bears to the 1932 
NFL championship but 
lost his job when the Great 
Depression forced owner 
George Halas to return to 
the sideline to save paying 
a head coach.

The Boilermakers 
enter the holiday break 
one of three remaining 
undefeated teams (No. 
2 Connecticut, New 
Mexico).

One more bit of trivia: 
Purdue is the first Big Ten 
program since Indiana 
in 1974-75 and 1975-76 
to be ranked No. 1 in 
consecutive seasons.

Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Courier 
and an award-winning 
journalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for many 
years.

KENNY THOMPSON
Columnist

Jim Young

www.TheTimes24-7.com
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DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY! FAST 

FREE PICKUP-24 
HR RESPONSE! Help 

Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 

Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 

844-820-9099

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 

pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 

needs. Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 

Call 1-844-961-0666

New Starting Base Pay 
- .60 cpm w/ option 
to make .70 cpm for 
Class A CDL Flatbed 

Drivers, Excellent Ben-
efits, Home Weekends, 
Call 800-648-9915 or 

boydandsons.com

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 

$49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 

Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 

1-855-977-7069

DISH Network. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 

(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 

FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-551-9764

LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace-
Wellness. We guarantee 

highest quality, most 
competitive pricing on 

CBD products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape & 
more. Coupon Code: 

PRINT20 Call Now 833-
226-3105

Smart Home Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site 

will install your WIFI, 
Doorbells, Cameras, 

Home Theater Systems 
& Gaming Consoles. 

$20 OFF coupon 
42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 855-668-0067

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE 

provides FREE diagno-
sis REMOTELY 24/7 
SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home 

visit necessary. $40 OFF 
with coupon 86407! 

Restrictions apply. 888-
715-8176

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home 
Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-

ANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2 
FREE Months! 1-855-

408-3894

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC - Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts - Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 

timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 

Call 877-329-1207

DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 

You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. 

NO Obligation, NO 
risk! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-

284-4920

Denied Social Se-
curity Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 

50+, filed for SSD 
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you 
approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 

1-855-995-4758

Looking to SELL 
your Home? Save 
time & money, 

connect with the Top 
Agents in your area 

to get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 
Call 317-854-9781

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen One 
G4 is capable of full 

24/7 oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 

FREE information kit. 
Call 855-965-4916

Need Help with Family 
Law? Can’t Afford a 

$5,000 Retainer? www.
familycourtdirect.com/
Family/Law - Low Cost 
Legal Services - Pay As 

You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help 

Now! Call 1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4 pm PCT

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favorite 
live sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of 
HBO Max FREE. Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction 

(JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restric-

tions apply) 
Call 1-888-885-8931 

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 

FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-855-475-0534 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 

visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/hoosier  

AT&T TV - The Best of 
Live & On-Demand On 

All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12months. Stream 
on 20 devices at once in 
your home. HBO Max 

FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) Call for 
more details today! (some 

restrictions apply) Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997

Guaranteed Life In-
surance! (Ages 50 to 

80). No medical exam. 
Affordable premiums 
never increase. Ben-
efits never decrease. 
Policy will only be 

cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 833-535-1043

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920. 

Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 

Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-888-965-1444 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier

SERIOUSLY IN-
JURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us 
fight for you! Our 

network has recovered 
millions for clients! 

Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 844-517-

6414

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available!  Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 

1-877-327-0930

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 

877-930-3271

FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 

and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or 

visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

State EOC, Indiana 
Guard Working to 
Respond to Storm

The Indiana State Emer-
gency Operations Center 
remains on enhanced acti-
vation as the winter storm 
system moves through the 
state. Nearly 150 soldiers 
from the Indiana National 
Guard have activated to 
patrol and help motorists 
on Hoosier roadways.

The Indiana National 
Guard fully activated near-
ly 30 Highway Assistance 
Teams (HAT) as of 5 p.m. 
today, patrolling designat-
ed areas in the central and 
northern parts of the state. 
The soldiers are assist-
ing local first responders 
to ensure no motorists 
are stranded alongside 
roads in the extreme and 
dangerous temperatures 
moving through the area. 
The Indiana Department 
of Transportation report-
ed nearly 750 plows on 
Indiana roadways as of 5 
p.m., with another 200 on 
standby as needed through-
out the night.

“The State EOC is coor-
dinating a comprehensive 
state and local response, 
utilizing multiple state 
agencies and the Indiana 
National Guard to help 
Hoosiers endure this brief, 
but serious, event and 
enjoy the holiday safely. 
We caution people to stay 
off the roads, if at all pos-
sible,” said Mary Moran, 
director of Emergency 
Management and Pre-
paredness with the Indiana 
Department of Homeland 
Security.

“Our Guardsmen are 
trained and equipped to 
meet the needs of Hoosiers 
during all weather emer-
gencies. We consistently 
train with our state agency 
counterparts to ensure ease 

of collaboration during 
responses such as this,” 
said Lt. Col. Randi Boug-
ere, director of strategic 
communications with the 
Indiana National Guard.

Indiana 211 can provide 
a list of warming shelters 
in your community and 
other needed assistance.

Hoosiers are encour-
aged to stay off the roads 
for the next 24-48 hours 
as temperatures fall off 
quickly and rain transitions 
to ice then snow. The 
snowfalls are expected to 
be between 3-6 inches over 
the next few days, but the 
strong winds will produce 
windchills as low as -30 
degrees in some parts 
of the state. The strong 
winds also could produce 
near whiteout conditions 
in some areas, even with 
minimal snow.

The IDHS website and 
the Get Prepared website 
are important resources 
for Hoosiers to stay safe 
during a weather emergen-
cy. Both provide critical 
resources and real-time 
information on road condi-
tions as well as tips to stay 
safe before and when you 
may find yourself strand-
ed in an extreme weather 
event.

The IDHS Travel 

Advisory Map is active 
on the IDHS site, with 
current updates provided 
by local level emergency 
managers. 511in.org can 
provide Hoosiers with the 
location and road condi-
tions according to INDOT 
snowplow drivers, includ-
ing photos and live video 
of plow locations.

To protect yourself on 
the road:

• Don’t drive if possible.
• Keep plenty of fuel in 

your car.
• Create an emergency 

kit with blankets, food, 
water and cell phone 
chargers.

• Do not exit your vehi-
cle unless you are within 
100 yards of shelter.

• Slow down.
To protect yourself in 

your home:
• Prepare an emergency 

kit to keep your warm and 
nourished for up to three 
days if necessary.

• Contact utility com-
panies immediately if 
necessary.

• Gather everyone in 
the most-insulated interior 
room.

• Protect your pipes 
from freezing by insulating 
them, allowing them to 
drip and open cabinets.

• Do not use a fireplace 
unless it has been cleaned 
and swept.

Finally, please remem-
ber pets and livestock 
during this type of weather 
event:

• Brings pets indoors if 
possible.

• Provide straw or warm 
bedding, away from wind.

• Provide clean, unfro-
zen water and food.

• Pay attention to ani-
mals in distress.

Spartz Releases Indiana 
Senate GOP Primary Poll

On Wednesday, Con-
gresswoman Victoria 
Spartz released a statewide 
survey of likely Repub-
lican primary voters in 
Indiana showing a wide-
open race for the U.S. 
Senate seat which will 
become open in 2024, 
where Spartz leads off in a 
competitive position.

The poll, conducted by 
Response:AI, asked 503 
registered Republicans 
who are likely to vote 
in the primary who they 
would vote for. Spartz 
came in second, with 8% 
saying “definitely” and 
6% saying “probably.” 
Former Governor and 
soon-to-retire Purdue 
University President Mitch 
Daniels finished first, with 
24% and 11%, respec-
tively.

"I am very honored 
to be one of the top-tier 
contenders for a potential 

U.S. Senate seat after 
just two years serving our 
great state of Indiana in 
Congress," Spartz said.

"I know that with 
my strong fundraising 
capabilities and proven 
successful track record of 
fighting for our freedoms 
in trenches not just on 
TV channels, I would be 
a strong candidate in this 
race. I am also kind of 
tired of the good old boy 
networks trying to pick 

nominees and believe the 
Senate could use more ca-
pable conservative women 
and independent thinkers 
who can deliver results for 
the people.”

“However,” Spartz 
went on to say, “I also 
understand that it will di-
vert my energy from some 
other important issues I 
have been working on in 
the House, so I will have 
to decide what I need to 
prioritize in the next two 
years to bring the most 
value."

17% of respondents an-
swered “Undecided,” with 
Rep. Jim Banks finishing 
tied with Spartz with 14%.

To view the results of 
the poll, visit mcuser-
content.com/c85918f-
147157cf1c0ccdcf91/
files/ca1d1dee-fd5c-dd38-
54b7-da115f959a3b/
Spartz_poll_topline_
memo_12.20.22.pdf

Rep. Victoria Spartz

Weather Causes Changes 
in State Park Activities

Winter weather is caus-
ing some changes in state 
park activities over the 
next day or two.  

State park properties 
remain open for hiking. 
State Park Inns, cabins, 
and campgrounds will 
also be open as usual, 
but snowplowing may 
limit access in some lo-
cations. Guests are asked 
to be aware of weather 
conditions if hiking or 
enjoying other outdoor 
activities, dress warmly 
and in layers, and limit 
time exposed to extreme 
conditions.

Changes in activities 
thus far include:

• The Pokagon State 
Park toboggan will be 
closed Dec. 23 due to the 
bitter cold to ensure the 

safety of guests and staff. 
Reopening is expected 
Dec. 24, if temperatures 
moderate, but that deter-
mination will be made as 
the weather picture for 
Saturday emerges. The 
toboggan is closed on 
Christmas Day. The park 
will be open for other 
daily activities. Poka-
gon’s annual Christmas 
Eve walk will be modi-
fied with activities at the 
Nature Center at 9 a.m.; 
guests can enjoy refresh-
ments, make a Christmas 
ornament and reindeer 
treats, enjoy the new 
exhibits, and bird-watch 
at the updated Woodland 
Window.

• Mounds State Park’s 
Nights of Lights is can-
celed Dec. 23-24, but will 

reopen Dec. 25.
• Ouabache State Park's 

Wonderland of Lights is 
canceled Dec. 23-24 and 
will reopen Dec. 25.

DNR property offices 
are closed Dec. 23-26, 
but open today, if you 
need to buy annual passes 
as gifts. State Park Inn 
gift shops will be open 
normal hours through 
the weekend, and the 
inns have annual passes 
available for sale, too. 
Holiday Gift Packs can 
be purchased online at 
shopINStateParks.com 
through Dec. 31.

Watch for other chang-
es or notifications on 
Indiana State Parks’ and 
property-specific Face-
book pages or on Twitter 
at @INDNRstateparks.

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.

THE TIMES classifieds.



The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County Friday, Dec. 23, 2022 A5

Þ BETSY From Page A1

Christmas Day. Admission 
includes skate rental, $13 
for ages 13 and older, $11 
for ages 12 and younger. 
Punch passes are available, 
10 skate passes for $110; 5 
skate passes for $60; skate 
aid rental $3. Admission 
and skate rental are good 
for all day skating. Skate, 
take a break, shop, grab 
lunch and come back to 
skate later the same day for 
no additional cost.

5. Enjoy a holiday walk-
ing light tour, with displays 
and holiday photo opportu-
nities, every evening now 
throughout the holiday 
season at Federal Hill 
Commons in Noblesville. 
A special Santa mailbox is 
available at the Christmas 
Cottage.

6. Take a drive through 
the Magic of Lights: 
Drive-Through Holiday 
Lights Experience,” now 
open nightly at Ruoff Mu-
sic Center in Noblesville.

7. Attend Christmas Eve 
candlelight services at 7 
p.m. Saturday at the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Noblesville with overflow 
parking at City Hall; at 5 
p.m. (30-minute family 
worship in Celebration 
Hall), 7 p.m. (contem-
porary worship in Cel-
ebration Hall), 9 p.m. 
(traditional candlelight in 
the Sanctuary) and 11 p.m. 
(also traditional) Satur-
day at Noblesville First 
United Methodist Church; 
at 7 p.m. today at White 
River Christian Church in 
Noblesville and Hamilton 
North at The Remnant in 
Arcadia and at 3 p.m. and 
5 p.m. Saturday at both 
locations; at 7 p.m. today 
and 2 p.m. Saturday (lights 
up, sound down) at 4 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. Dec. 24 at 
Grace Church in Nobles-

ville; from 8 p.m to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, with hot cocoa 
and cookies at 7:30 p.m.; 
and 5:30 p.m. (children 
and family worship), 7:30 
p.m. (special music) and 8 
p.m. (evening service) on 
Saturday at the Noblesville 
First Christian Church; and 
at 7 p.m. today and 5 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Saturday at No-
blesville Life Church and 7 
p.m. today at Fishers Life 
Church; and many more 
Christmas Eve services at 
other local churches. 

8. Hear Fishers 21-year-
old vocalist Peter Fulton 
perform during Carmel 
Christkindlmarkt in down-
town Carmel three more of 
his total eight performanc-
es at 5 p.m. Dec. 27 and 
29 and 8 p.m. Dec. 30, all 
45-minute sets. 

9. Celebrate New Year’s 
Eve on Dec. 31 with Terry 
Wariner, Joe Hampton and 
family and special guest 
Jason Salyers performing 
live music at the Nobles-
ville American Legion 
Post, with prime rib dinner 
$29 per plate and the event 
open to the public; and 
the Second Chance Band 
beginning at 8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 31 at the Noblesville 
Moose Lodge.

10. The Underdog The-
atre presents “The Choices 
We Make,” an original 
one-act play written and 
directed by Clay Howard, 
a 2022 Noblesville High 
School graduate, and 
featuring students, on stage 
for three performances, 
at 7 p.m. Jan. 6 and 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Jan. 7, 
at the Noblesville First 
United Methodist Church 
in Celebration Hall. Visit 
underdogtheatre.org

Contact Betsy Reason at 
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

Þ STORM From Page A1

Jensen.
“I encourage residents 

to heed the travel watches 
and only go out if they 
must, respect our public 
servants who are out work-
ing in tough conditions and 
thank everyone for taking 
care of one another as a 
community.”

As temperatures fall, 
residents can take pro-
active steps to minimize 
impact. Precautions can 
include opening cabinets 
beneath kitchen and bath-
room sinks to allow warm-
er air to circulate around 
pipes. Be sure to remove 
any toxic substances locat-
ed in these cabinets if there 
are children or pets living 
in the residence. Drip one 
cold water faucet slowly 
if you feel your pipes may 
still freeze. The faucet you 
choose should be the one 
that is the greatest distance 
from your main shutoff 
valve. If you do drip your 
faucet, capture the water 
for future use.

Follow the City of No-
blesville on social media to 
stay up-to-date on city-
wide services and weather 
updates. Follow on Face-
book at www.facebook.
com/CityofNoblesville and 
Twitter at twitter.com/No-
blesvilleIN.

The Holidays at the Hills 
Ice Plaza will be closed 
today and tomorrow due 
to the extreme cold and 
weather. The ice skating 
rink also will be closed 
Sunday for Christmas. The 
Parks Department plans to 
reopen on Monday with 
the extended hours of 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m.

With the forecasted 
weather, there may be 
power outages across our 
community. If you lose 
power, contact Duke En-
ergy to report the outage 
at (800) 343-3525 or text 
‘OUT’ to 57801. Check 
the outage map and sign 
up for text or email alerts 
at Duke-Energy.com/Out-
ages/Alerts.

Republic Services has 
informed the City of 
Noblesville that the winter 
weather has made routes 
unsafe to operate. This 
will impact those Nobles-
ville residents that have 
trash/recycling collected 
today.

Republic Services said 
its plan is to pick up Fri-
day’s routes on Monday, 
Dec. 26. All residents 
should put their bins out 
next week (Dec. 26-30) on 
their normal day; howev-

er, due to the added routes 
on Monday, trash collec-
tion may not occur that 
day and will be picked up 
the following day.

For questions or 
concerns regarding trash 
or recycling collection, 
contact Republic Services’ 
Noblesville-specific call 
center at (317) 567-6400.

Hamilton County EMA 
also reminds residents that 
Indiana 211 (in211.com-
munityos.org) is a free ser-
vice that connects Hoosiers 
with help and answers 
from thousands of health 
and human service agen-
cies and resources right in 
their local communities. 
The website will include 
warming centers, shelters 
and other cold weather 
resources available if 
residents need them. The 
City of Noblesville in 
partnership with Hamilton 
County EMA will monitor 
the weather situation and 
open warming center(s) if 
needed.

Mayor Chris Jensen

Þ MEALS From Page A1

Specialist, Hamilton 
Heights Middle School, 
who has helped spearhead 
the event for a second 
year in a row, said it’s a 
privilege and honor to sup-
port a local ministry that 
serves with heart, soul, 
and resources that make 

a life-changing impact 
around the world.

The Noblesville-based 
International Disaster 
Emergency Service (IDES) 
is a 501c3 non-profit that 
seeks to meet the physical 
and spiritual needs of suf-
fering people throughout 

the world by partnering 
with Christian Churches 
/ Churches of Christ and 
their missionaries. Since 
its founding, IDES has 
carried out relief projects 
in more than 100 nations 
around the globe averaging 
more than 200 projects in 

30 to 35 nations annually.

Photos courtesy of HHSC
Staff and students from Hamilton Heights gathered for fellowship and service assembling and packaging near-
ly 16,000 meals as part of the 2nd Annual IDES Meal Pack in partnership with the Noblesville-based nonprofit.

NOW

LIGHT DELIVERY 
ROUTE

Early Wednesday morning 
newspaper delivery route 

available!
This does NOT include home delivery. 
It is delivering to post offices mostly. 

Must have insurance, reliable 
transportation and a 
clean driving record. 

Send resume and 
vehicle information to 

jobs@thetimes24-7.com.

Hiring

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
770-7777

Life without local news is like 
hearing crickets

STOP LISTENING 
TO CRICKETS

Thanks for reading The Times, Hamilton County!
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IEDC Continues 5E Focus, Forms New 
Partnership With Research Institute

Holcomb Announces $22B in 
2022 in Capital Commitments

This week, Indiana Gov. Eric 
Holcomb announced the end of a 
sixth consecutive record-breaking 
year for economic development in 
Indiana. In 2022, 218 companies 
committed to locate or expand in 
Indiana, investing more than $22.2 
billion in their operations and 
creating 24,059 new jobs.

“Indiana’s economy is firing 
on all cylinders,” Holcomb said. 
“These investments and job 
commitments will transform our 
high-tech industries and ensure 
that Hoosiers are at the forefront 
of the 21st century economy. 
Our strategic focus on advancing 
entrepreneurship, innovation and 
quality of place is igniting our 
neighborhoods and communities 
statewide, providing more op-
portunities for Hoosiers and their 
families to thrive.”

Capital investment commitments 
in 2022 grew by more than 260 
percent, unprecedented in the 
state’s history. Job commitments 
in 2022 come with an average 
wage of $34.71, which is 27 per-
cent more than the state’s average 
wage. This marks the highest 
capital investment and annual 
record for average wages since the 
Indiana Economic Development 
Corporation was established in 
2005.

“Indiana continues to lead in 
building the economy of the fu-
ture,” said Secretary of Commerce 
Brad Chambers. “Our strategic 
initiatives and focus are attracting 
first-of-their-kind investments 
from innovative businesses around 
the world while enabling growth 
and innovation in future-looking 
industries like semiconductor 
fabrication and design, electric ve-
hicles and batteries, life sciences, 
agbiosciences and future industry. 
These efforts will pay dividends 
for generations to come, creating 
high-value, high-quality jobs in 
our communities.”

A key component of Holcomb’s 
economic roadmap is ensuring 
that Indiana is at the center of the 
future, global economy. The stra-
tegic vision is a focus on building 
an economy of the future with 
next-gen industry, investing in the 
jobs of tomorrow, retaining and at-
tracting top talent and in creating a 
quality of place that provides more 
opportunities for all Hoosiers.

The Indiana Economic De-
velopment Corporation (IEDC) 
today announced a new partner-
ship with the Applied Research 
Institute (ARI), also known as 
the Indiana Innovation Insti-
tute (IN3), to become a trusted 
partner on innovation strategy 
and federal programs execution. 
Under this new partnership, 
new leadership and an expanded 
mission, ARI aims to accelerate 
the IEDC’s goal of facilitating 
conditions for higher wage op-
portunities rooted in a diverse, 
resilient and future-focused 
economy.

Indiana Secretary of Com-
merce Brad Chambers also 
announced that effective Dec. 
22, 2022, Dave Roberts, IEDC 
executive vice president of en-
trepreneurship and innovation, 
will transition into his new role 
as the CEO of ARI.

“The market continues to 
evolve and innovate,” said 
Sec. Chambers. “Indiana’s 
enhanced focus and partnership 
with ARI will support Indiana’s 
unprecedented momentum in 
securing innovative investments 
supporting higher wage ca-
reers. Dave Roberts is uniquely 
qualified to lead that effort, as 
he understands the foundation 
we have built and the assets we 
possess to become the premier 
destination for transformative 
innovators. Partnering with ARI 
enables us to play economic 
offense working on disruptive 
opportunities that will funda-
mentally alter the trajectory of 
our state’s economy for decades 
to come.”

ARI will continue to operate 
as a 501(c)(3) with statewide 
focus as it pursues catalytic 
federal funding opportunities, 
promotes industry-led, pub-
lic-private partnerships and 
secures commitments from 
businesses and Indiana’s major 
research universities to invest 
in and around the WestGate 
Technology Park.

ARI’s priority areas for feder-

al funding opportunities include 
securing funding for non-coastal 
regional tech hubs, attracting 
semiconductor manufacturing 
and training opportunities, 
and helping establish a land-
mark hub for clean hydrogen 
fuel. These lines of effort will 
augment ARI’s existing federal 
contracts, which provide credi-
ble past performance history on 
which future partners can rely.

“With all that Indiana has 
going for it, we are ideally 
positioned to be at the forefront 
of securing federal funding that 
will continue to create an eco-
nomic landscape that is the envy 
of the Midwest,” said Roberts.

“ARI’s partnership with 
IEDC and the state will enable 
us to leverage Indiana’s assets 
and help fulfill Sec. Chambers’ 
vision to build the economy we 
want by creatively promoting 
growth in sectors that make up 
the economy of the future.”

Moving forward, ARI will 
operate under a new profession-
al services agreement with the 
IEDC, in a similar capacity as 
Elevate Ventures in that both 
organizations operate in close 
alignment with the IEDC, but 
both are independent entities.

Elevate Ventures will con-
tinue to focus on developing 
Indiana’s entrepreneurship 
culture, and ARI will focus on 
innovation initiatives which po-
sition Indiana to move quickly 
in pursuit and capture of federal 
opportunities. This includes 
coordination of efforts such as 
the Battery Innovation Center, 
Emerging Manufacturing Col-
laboration Center and 5G lab.

IEDC Vice President of Tech-
nology Engagement, Brooke 
Pyne, will join Roberts at ARI. 
The new ARI board of directors 
will include Sec. Chambers, 
Thompson Distribution Compa-
ny Inc. CEO John Thompson, 
Indiana University President 
Dr. Pamela Whitten, Purdue 
University President-elect Dr. 
Mung Chiang, and Regional 
Opportunity Initiatives President 
and CEO Tina Peterson. 

About ARI:
Applied Research Institute 

(ARI), also known as Indiana 
Innovation Institute) works with 
academia, industry and govern-
ment to create a hub of national 
security innovation that helps 
solve critical defense priorities. 
ARI connects regional, state 
and national partners through 
a variety of means including 
convening research and business 
teams to solve emerging tech-
nical challenges for the U.S. 
Department of Defense.

ARI is focused on hyperson-
ics, cyber-physical systems, 
trusted microelectronics, addi-
tive manufacturing and artificial 
intelligence.

Learn more at www.in3in-
diana.com and follow them 
on Twitter @IN3indiana and 
LinkedIn.

About IEDC:
The Indiana Economic Devel-

opment Corporation (IEDC) is 
charged with growing the State 
economy, driving economic 
development, helping busi-
nesses launch, grow and locate 
in the state. Led by Secretary 
of Commerce Brad Chambers 
and governed by a 15-member 
board chaired by Governor Eric 
J. Holcomb, the IEDC manag-
es many initiatives, including 
performance-based tax credits, 
workforce training grants, 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
resources, public infrastructure 
assistance, and talent attraction 
and retention efforts.

For more information about 
the IEDC, visit iedc.in.gov.

Smart Concrete from Purdue Named A Next 
Big Thing in Tech by Fast Company Magazine

Interstates across the country 
boast an innovative concrete 
technology that promises to save 
American travelers time and 
money. This “smart concrete” 
can communicate with engineers 
about its strength, weakness 
and need for repair – making 
road repair more efficient and 
preventing unnecessary shut-
downs. Developed at Purdue 
University, the innovation is 
earning attention and has now 
been named one of the Next Big 
Things in Tech by Fast Compa-
ny magazine.

Chosen from a pool of nearly 
1,400 applicants, 124 final proj-
ects across 21 categories were 
selected for already making an 
impact on a real-world problem 
while also showing promise to 
make a greater impact in the 
years to come. Among large 
corporations and small startups, 
Purdue is the only university 
represented on the list.

Purdue shares the Transpor-
tation stage with organizations 
like ClearFlame Engine Tech-
nologies, which enables active 
heavy trucks to shift away from 
diesel fuel, and Walmart-backed 
DroneUp, a leader in aerial 
drone delivery.

Developed by Luna Lu, 
the American Concrete Pave-
ment Association Professor of 
Civil Engineering in Purdue’s 
Lyles School of Civil Engi-
neering, smart concrete works 
via sensors embedded into the 

pour during construction. The 
“smart” factor involves telling 
engineers, via smartphone app, 
when the concrete has reached 
maximum strength after con-
struction or when it is beginning 
to break down.

“Traffic jams caused by infra-
structure repairs have wasted 4 
billion hours and 3 billion gal-
lons of gas on a yearly basis,” 
Lu says. “This is primarily due 
to insufficient knowledge and 
understanding of our infrastruc-
ture’s condition.”

Fast Company states that 
the self-aware concrete may 
“provide highway users with a 
gift that will keep on giving.” 
Intelligent infrastructure, like 
roadways that feed us data, is a 
fairly new field, and Lu and her 
team already have a running (or 
rolling) start.

According to Lu, who is also 
director of the Center for Intel-
ligent Infrastructure, digitally 
improved roadways may cut 
down on construction, be better 
for the environment and be 
more adaptive to future needs as 
vehicles continue to evolve. 

Prototypes of the sensors 
have been in place throughout 
Indiana highways since 2019, 
thanks to Purdue partnerships 
with the Indiana Department of 
Transportation. A Federal High-
way Administration nationwide 
pooled fund has allowed seven 
other states to join the project.

To improve the tech’s 

transfer to market, Lu founded 
WaveLogix, a startup focusing 
on Internet of Things sens-
ing systems for infrastructure 
monitoring. Lu has disclosed 
the work to the Purdue Re-
search Foundation Office of 
Technology Commercialization, 
where she also licensed it to 
create WaveLogix. Under Lu, 
the startup recently received 
National Science Foundation 
support and recognition from 
the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.

The recognition complements 
Purdue’s recent honor as, for 
the second year in a row, the 
only university on Fast Com-
pany’s 2022 list of Brands That 
Matter. Through accessible 
education and innovative, 
transferable technology, Purdue 
continues to ask, What can you 
imagine?

For more about Luna Lu and 
the future of smart concrete sen-
sor technology from Purdue:

• Science to reveal how long 
highway construction should 
actually take

• Enabling highways and 
bridges to prevent their own 
damage

• Purdue Expert: Smart 
Roads (video)

• Expert: Roads need to be 
‘smart.’ Here’s why.

• Tech startup WaveLogix 
receives federal SBIR grant to 
develop its IoT sensors for con-
crete strength monitoring

Thanks for reading The Times, Hamilton County!

Governor Eric Holcomb
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Indiana Chamber of Commerce 
Unveils ‘Coolest Thing Made in 
Indiana’ Contest Champion

Inflation Pressures Ease Slightly

At the first Best IN 
Manufacturing luncheon 
today, the Indiana Cham-
ber of Commerce celebrat-
ed that thriving industry 
by honoring the makers 
that have risen to the top 
in the Coolest Thing Made 
in Indiana competition and 
Indiana’s Best Places to 
Work in Manufacturing 
program.

“The importance of 
Hoosier manufacturers 
cannot be overstated. 
They create the goods that 
sustain individuals and 
businesses all across the 
state. And the products 
make their way through-
out the nation and around 
the world,” says Indiana 
Chamber President and 
CEO Kevin Brinegar.

The second Coolest 
Thing Made in Indiana 
contest wound up being 
a battle of Kosciusko 
County. In the end, online 
voters crowned Maple Leaf 
Farms – and its roast half 
duck – of Leesburg the 
champion and Polywood of 
Syracuse – the maker of a 
12-piece pit sectional – the 
runner-up.

Founded in 1958, Maple 
Leaf Farms has grown 
to 900 employees and 
produces about 40% of the 
nation’s duck supply. The 
winning entry, the roast 
half duck, is a fully cooked 
dish that both saves chefs 
time and allows consum-
ers to create a restaurant 
quality meal at home for 
their families, according to 
the company.

Joining Maple Leaf 
Farms and Polywood in 
the semifinals were Hiker 
Trailers in Columbus and 
Kidstuff Playsystems in 
Gary. Rounding out the 
top eight: Grinds Coffee 
Pouches in Westfield, 
Hard Truth Distilling 
Co. in Nashville, Hudson 
Aquatic Systems in Angola 
and Wag’n Tails Mobile 
Conversions in Granger.

The field began with 54 
makers that represented 43 
Hoosier communities and 
a wide variety of products 
made – from racing tires to 
children’s car seats to wine 
and video notes – and even 
Batmobile replicas.

Brinegar reports the bat-
tles were often fierce, with 
thousands of votes cast in 
every round.

“Indiana is fortunate to 
be home to companies that 
grow and make all kinds of 
things,” he enthuses. “We 
are thrilled to recognize 
and bring attention to some 
of the state’s best and most 
innovative manufacturers. 
We especially congratulate 
Maple Leaf Farms on its 
well-deserved victory.”

Learn about all the com-
panies in the tournament 
at www.indianachamber.
com/coolestthing.

An online randomiz-
er generated the initial 
Coolest Thing Made in 
Indiana matchups, with 
online voting determining 
the winners in each round. 
There was no entry fee to 
participate. A company 
did not need to be head-
quartered in Indiana, but 
the product submitted had 
to be manufactured in the 
state.

The inaugural Indiana’s 
Best Places to Work in 
Manufacturing program 
saw 14 companies rec-
ognized with Kalenborn 
Abresist Corporation of 
Urbana coming in at the 
very top. The Wabash 
County company develops 
and manufactures custom 
solutions for the protection 
of industrial facilities from 
wear and impact damage to 
ensure the proper flow of 
materials in the production 
process.

“Manufacturing work-
places must adhere to 
various safety and other 
regulations. Every compa-
ny on the list not only is 
committed to those stan-
dards but goes above and 
beyond for its workers and 
is a leader in its communi-
ty,” Brinegar offers.

“Kalenborn Abresist, in 
particular, showed how it 
values its employees and 
frequently recognized them 
and jobs well done.”

The 2022 Indiana Best 
Places to Work in Manu-
facturing companies range 

in Hoosier employee count 
from 39 to over 7,600. 
The list by ranking:

1. Kalenborn Abresist 
Corporation in Urbana

2. Nucor Steel Indiana in 
Crawfordsville

3. IBC Materials & 
Technologies LLC in 
Lebanon

4. Nix Companies in 
Poseyville

5. Nexxt Spine LLC in 
Noblesville

6. CrossPoint Polymer 
Technologies LLC in 
Evansville

7. Oliver Winery in 
Bloomington

8. Wag’n Tails Mobile 
Conversions in Granger

9. Major Tool and Ma-
chine in Indianapolis

10. MCP USA, Inc. in 
Portage

11. SMC Corporation of 
America in Noblesville

12. Lippert in Elkhart
13. Functional Devices, 

Inc. in Sharpsville
14. Kelco Industries in 

Fremont
Wag’n Tails Mobile 

Conversions pulled off 
a double – also being 
honored as a Coolest Thing 
Made in Indiana company 
quarterfinalist.

Recognized Best Places 
companies were deter-
mined through employer 
reports and comprehen-
sive employee surveys. 
The Workforce Research 
Group handled the selec-
tion process.

Learn more about Indi-
ana’s Best Places to Work 
in Manufacturing in the 
current issue of BizVoice 
magazine at www.biz-
voicemagazine.com.

Best IN Manufacturing 
sponsors are spirit sponsor 
Purdue Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership (MEP); 
gold sponsor Gibson; and 
silver sponsors Evonik 
Corporation, Insperity, 
Nucor Steel Indiana, SMC 
Corporation of America 
and The Horton Group.

Inflation remains the 
top business problem for 
small business owners, 
with 32 percent of owners 
reporting it as their single 
most important problem in 
operating their business, 
five points lower than 
July’s highest reading 
since the fourth quarter of 
1979. The Small Business 
Optimism Index rose 0.6 
points in November to 
91.9. November’s reading 
is the 11th consecutive 
month below the 49-year 
average of 98.

“Indiana’s small busi-
ness economy is recov-
ering, but owners are 
still facing labor issues 
throughout the state," said 
Natalie Robinson, NFIB 
State Director in Indiana. 
"Many employers say 
finding the right people 
with the right skills is still 
a challenge as the new 
year approaches. This is 
especially troubling as 
small businesses contin-
ue dealing with inflation 
that’s affecting the price 
of everything from raw 
materials to their monthly 
rent.”

Key findings include:
* Owners expecting 

better business conditions 
over the next six months 
improved three points 
from October to a net 
negative 43%, a recession 
reading.

* Forty-four percent 
of owners reported job 
openings that were hard to 
fill, down two points from 
October, but historically 
high and not typical of a 
recession period.

* The net percent of 
owners raising average 
selling prices increased 
one point to a net 51% 
seasonally adjusted, a high 
reading but lower than 
earlier this year.

* The net percent of 
owners who expect real 
sales to be higher im-
proved five points from 
October to a net negative 
8%, a weak economic 
reading.

As reported in NFIB’s 
monthly jobs report, 44 
percent of all owners 
reported job openings they 
could not fill in the current 
period. The difficulty in 
filling open positions is 
particularly acute in the 
transportation, wholesale, 
and construction sectors. 
Owners’ plans to fill open 
positions remain elevated, 
with a net 18% (season-
ally adjusted) planning to 
create new jobs in the next 

three months.
Fifty-five percent of 

owners reported capital 
outlays in the last six 
months, up one point 
from October. Of those 
making expenditures, 39 
percent of owners re-
ported spending on new 
equipment, 19 percent 
acquired vehicles and 
12 percent improved or 
expanded facilities. Eleven 
percent spent money for 
new fixtures and furniture 
and 5 percent acquired 
new buildings or land for 
expansion. Up one point 
from October, 24 percent 
plan capital outlays in the 
next few months. Overall, 
capital spending remains 
too weak to improve pro-
ductivity.

A net negative 7 percent 
of all owners (seasonally 
adjusted) reported higher 
nominal sales in the past 
three months. The net per-
cent of owners expecting 
higher real sales volumes 
improved five points to a 
net negative 8 percent, a 
weak reading.

The net percent of own-
ers reporting inventory 
increases rose six points to 
a net 5 percent. Nineteen 
percent reported increases 
in stocks and 14 percent 
reported reductions.

Twenty-nine percent of 
owners recently reported 
that supply chain disrup-
tions have had a signifi-
cant impact on their busi-
ness. Another 34 percent 
report a moderate impact 
and 26 percent report a 
mild impact. Only 11 
percent report no impact 
from recent supply chain 
disruptions.

A net negative 2 percent 
of owners viewed current 
inventory stocks as “too 
low” in November, down 
two points. By industry, 
shortages were the most 
frequent in wholesale (18 
percent), manufacturing 
(14 percent), transpor-
tation (12 percent), and 
retail (11 percent). Short-
ages in construction (9%) 
have been reduced because 
of home sales and new 
construction have slowed. 
Down six points from 
October, a net negative 4 
percent of owners plan in-
ventory investment in the 
coming months. Overall. 
Inventories are starting to 
build, but only modestly 
to date.

The net percent of own-
ers raising average selling 
prices increased one point 
from October to a net 51 

percent seasonally adjust-
ed. Unadjusted, 8 percent 
of owners reported lower 
average selling prices and 
56 percent reported higher 
average prices. Price hikes 
were the most frequent 
in wholesale (73 percent 
higher), retail (69 percent 
higher, 7 percent lower), 
construction (66 percent 
higher, 5 percent lower), 
and manufacturing (63 
percent higher, 5 percent 
lower). Seasonally adjust-
ed, a net 34 percent plan 
price hikes.

Seasonally adjusted, a 
net 40 percent reported 
raising compensation, 
down four points from 
October. A net 28 percent 
of owners plan to raise 
compensation in the next 
three months, down four 
points from October’s 
reading. Nine percent of 
owners cited labor costs at 
their top business problem 
and 21 percent said that 
labor quality was their top 
business problem.

The frequency of reports 
of positive profit trends 
was a net negative 22 
percent. Among owners 
reporting lower profits, 29 
percent blamed the rise in 
the cost of materials, 25 
percent blamed weaker 
sales, 10 percent cited 
labor costs, 9 percent cited 
lower prices, 6 percent 
cited the usual seasonal 
change and 3 percent cited 
higher taxes or regula-
tory costs. For owners 
reporting higher profits, 
57 percent credited sales 
volumes, 15 percent cited 
usual seasonal change, and 
12 percent cited higher 
prices.

Two percent of own-
ers reported that all their 
borrowing needs were 
not satisfied. Twenty-two 
percent reported all credit 
needs were met and 62 
percent said they were 
not interested in a loan. 
Three percent reported 
that financing was their 
top business problem, up 
two points and the highest 
since December 2018.

The NFIB Research 
Center has collected Small 
Business Economic Trends 
data with quarterly sur-
veys since the 4th quarter 
of 1973 and monthly sur-
veys since 1986. Survey 
respondents are random-
ly drawn from NFIB’s 
membership. The report 
is released on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 
This survey was conducted 
in November 2022.
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Timmons Answers Questions From Readers
I’m 65 years old and 

started working for my 
high school newspaper 
when I was a sophomore 
in 1972. If I’m count-
ing on fingers and toes 
correctly, that means I’ve 
been involved with the 
craft for right at 50 years. 
During that time I’ve been 
fortunate to have a fair 
amount of reader reaction. 
Some good, some not so 
much.

But I have never, not 
even close, had the kind 
of reaction that the trip to 
Israel created. And a good 
many of you have asked 
questions – so let me do 
two things here. First, 
I’ll try to answer some of 
them today. Second, if 
any church or community 
group would like to hear 
first-hand the details of the 
trip, just e-mail me and I 
will be happy to visit with 
you and share. I’m trying 
to organize the photos now 
into some sort of organized 
manner that doesn’t resem-
ble Uncle Bob’s vacation 
slide show from 1964. No 
promises though!

More importantly, let’s 
get to your questions:

Several of you asked if 
I found any answers? At 
first I wasn’t sure what 
you meant. But one reader 
from Sheridan mentioned a 
column I wrote as we were 
leaving that mentioned the 
world being in a funk and 
that the Holy Land might 
be the best place to start 
looking for answers.

The short answer is, 
I don’t know. When we 
were in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher and I 
was losing patience with 
another group that had cut 
in front of us, I realized 
my trials and tribulations 

were absolutely nothing 
compared to what Jesus 
of Nazareth went through. 
And after more reflection 
on that, maybe handling 
things with more grace 
is part of the answer . . . 
and, for me at least, the 
biggest challenge.

The most often asked 
question was, what was it 
like to walk in the foot-
steps of Jesus and the 
Apostles? In a word, un-
real. On the last day of the 
tour we were walking the 
path Christ followed when 
He was forced to carry His 
cross. Our guide pointed 
to a spot on a stone wall 
where Jesus reportedly 
leaned and placed His 
hand. We all did the same. 
And when it was my turn, 
the idea that I was physi-
cally doing the exact same 
thing the Son of God did, 
albeit in much different 
circumstances, physically 
impacted me. It made me 
think of how tired He must 
have been. I could not be-
gin to imagine the pain He 
was in after the torture He 
endured. Nor could I wrap 

my head around carrying a 
wooden cross that weighed 
a few hundred pounds.

Humbling? Overwhelm-
ing? Thankful? I work 
with words for a living and 
even more than a week 
after the fact am still not 
sure how to describe it.

What was my favorite 
part of the trip? Many of 
you asked that. It’s hard 
to pick out one thing. 
Hermon Mount, the place 
where Jesus told Peter he 
would build His church 
on that rock, was very 
big (no pun intended). 
Masada, the fortress on 
top of a mountain where a 
thousand Jews chose death 
rather than surrender to 
slavery under the Romans, 
was impactful. But the 
three sites – the birth, the 
death and the resurrection 
– would have to be at the 
top of my list.

Conversely, several 
asked if there were any 
disappointments?

Sure. I wish we would 
have had lots more time. 
But more than that, it was 
disappointing to learn 

that there is some healthy 
disagreement on what 
happened where. Scholars 
and archaeologists are 
at odds on many of the 
locations – like the exact 
spot of the crucifixion. It’s 
certainly understandable. 
Two thousand years have 
gone by and everything 
from the landscape to gov-
ernments to cultures and 
even written records have 
changed.

Understandable, no 
doubt. But still disappoint-
ing.

Would we go back, was 
another question echoed 
from many? No doubt. 
However, I would want to 
do it differently if we did. 
The tour worked well for 
us as first-time visitors. It 
gives a very broad view 
of a lot of things. But if 
we were able to go back, 
I’d rather be able to spend 
more time with fewer 
places – especially the 
three favorites mentioned 
above.

The second-biggest 
question I got was how did 
this impact my faith?

I guess the easiest 
answer is that it made me 
realize how much work I 
have to do. I mentioned 
before we left that believ-
ing wasn’t the problem, 
it was prioritizing time 
for that belief. I hope to 
do better in that regard. 
Perhaps more importantly, 
I understand why I should.

For those ready to move 
on to other topics, this is 
the final planned column 
on the Holy Land pil-
grimage. Thank you from 
the very bottom of my 
heart for so many of you 
coming along with me on 
this trip.

God bless!

Two cents, which is about 
how much Timmons said his 
columns are worth, appears 
periodically on Thursdays 
in The Times. Timmons is 
the chief executive officer 
of Sagamore News Media, 
the company that owns The 
Noblesville Times. He is also 
a proud Noblesville High 
School graduate and can 
be contacted at ttimmons@
thetimes24-7.com.

TIM TIMMONS
Two Cents

Lemme Get Through the Holidays

There are two kinds of 
Holiday traditions. There 
are those which transcend 
our individual fami-lies, 
and are shared by entire 
communities of people –– 
like putting up a Christmas 
tree, spin-ning the dreidel, 
or playing Jingle Bell 
Rock.

Then there are oth-
er traditions which are 
solely confined within the 
family. For instance, my 
step-cousins always show 
up at Christmas dinner 
wearing matching red 
flannel pajamas.

While the rest of us are 
sharing appetizers and 
spritzers before the big 
meal, the cousins pop open 
a soft drink. Not just any 
cola, mind you. It has to 
be traditional Coca-Cola in 
the original 8-ounce (or if 
they can find it, 6.5-ounce) 
bottle. One year, they 
even paid a fortune to buy 
Coca-Cola from Mexico, 
because word was that it 
was manufactured using 
pure sugar cane, like the 
original formula.

I don’t know why they 
do it. It’s their tradition, 
not mine. Other families 
have special menus, make 
special treats, or play spe-
cial games.

Our family tradition was 
different. We called the 
plumber.

Year in and year out, 
our 4-inch Orangeburg 
pipe, which conveyed 
yucky matter from the 
smaller pipes in the house 
to the septic tank in the 

side yard would become 
clogged. Infiltrating tree 
roots brought the flow of 
gloop, and the holiday 
reverie itself, to a halt.

It was uncanny how 
that big pipe clogged right 
before Christmas every 
year. Granted, the house 
was always teeming with 
additional family members, 
all with differing bathroom 
habits, I sup-pose. But it 
wasn’t like the day after 
Thanksgiving –– a day 
plumbers call “Brown Fri-
day” –– where big meals 
and bad timing dam up the 
works.

Our plumber in those 
days was named Lemme 
(LEM’ mee), probably 
short for Lemuel, but I 
don’t know that. All I 
do know is that Lemme 
was a character. He was 
hilarious, and was always 
welcomed from five miles 
up the road with more 
elation than cousin Donald, 
who drove all the way in 
from Missouri.

Lemme wasn’t what 
you’d think a plumber 
would look like by today’s 
examples. He didn’t drive 
a fancy van with decals on 
the side. Nor did he show 
up wearing an antiseptic, 
brightly colored uniform.

Instead, he drove an old 
pick-up truck, later a rusty 
light blue step-van, and 
wore his trademark blue 
denim overalls. He was 
about 5’7” tall, and had 
thinning white hair and 
round glasses. He didn’t 
have much of a white 
beard, but a significant jol-
ly paunch in front meant he 
looked to us children like 
he belonged at our house 
during the Holidays.

I’m sure there were oth-
er plumbers around, but it 
never seemed so. Lemme 
knew everyone, and 
everyone knew Lemme. I 
don’t imagine he even had 
a business card, and the 
only advertis-ing he did 
was planting an old toilet 
seat in the flower bed in 
front of his house, with the 
family name scrolled on 

the open lid. (Those of you 
who live in West Central 
Indiana know who I’m 
talking about, now, don’t 
you?)

Without doubt my fa-
vorite Christmastime visit 
with Lemme was when he 
explained –– jokingly, I 
believe –– that the whole 
plumbing fiasco had been 
caused by my Aunt Betty’s 
fruitcake. Aunt Betty had 
spent two days baking her 
bulletproof bricks as gifts, 
and the thought of every-
one tossing them down 
the toilet sent her to her 
bedroom in a Scrooge-wor-
thy sulk.

It was only when Lemme 
suggested loudly that it was 
the best looking fruitcake 
he had augured out of a 
pipe in forty years that Bet-
ty rejoined the family. She 
even made him a turkey 
sandwich to go.

One year my father was 
so happy that Lemme came 
out on a particularly snowy 
pre-Christmas day that Dad 
gave Lemme four tickets 
out of his stash to see the 
next Indiana Pacers basket-
ball game.

I wish you had been 
there to see Lemme’s face. 
I guess you could say that 
he was quite flushed.

John O. Marlowe is an 
award-winning columnist for 
Sagamore News Media.

JOHN O. MARLOWE
With The Grain

Ask Rusty – Retired Federal 
Employee Has Questions About 
Smaller Social Security Benefit

Dear Rusty: When I 
started getting Social 
Security at 62, I was told 
by the SS office I would 
get a smaller monthly 
amount because I worked 
for the Federal Govern-
ment and received a Civil 
Service Retirement Sys-
tem (CSRS) pension. I 
paid into Social Security 
for about 20 years work-
ing outside the govern-
ment, and I now receive 
only about $280 a month 
in Social Security. It just 
seems like I should be 
getting more. How can 
I look into this matter 
that Social Security calls 
a “windfall?” Signed: 
Federal Retiree

Dear Federal Retiree: 
From what you've shared, 
you didn't contribute to 
Social Security while earn-
ing your CSRS pension, 
but you did contribute to 
SS while working else-
where, thus earning a 
Social Security retirement 
benefit in addition to your 
CSRS pension. Those who 
receive a federal pen-
sion under the old Civil 
Service Retirement System 
(CSRS) are affected by 
Social Security’s Windfall 
Elimination Provision 
(WEP), which reduces 
any Social Security benefit 
they become entitled to 
through other work outside 
the Federal government, 

and this is the reason your 
SS benefit is only $280 per 
month. For clarity, federal 
employees who retire 
under the newer Federal 
Employee Retirement 
System (FERS) are not 
affected by WEP because 
they contribute to Social 
Security.

The formula for comput-
ing Social Security when 
WEP applies is rather 
complicated and depends 
on the number of years 
you contributed to Social 
Security from substantial 
earnings in the private 
sector. With 20 or fewer 
years contributing to SS 
you incur the maximum 
WEP penalty for your "eli-
gibility year" (the year you 
turned 62), but with more 
than 20 years contributing 
to Social Security the WEP 
reduction is mitigated, 
and with 30 or more years 
contributing to SS, WEP 
no longer applies. 

If you were receiving 
your CSRS pension when 
you claimed Social Secu-
rity, your WEP-reduced 
SS benefit was comput-
ed at that time and has 
continued. But if you had 
additional years working 
and contributing to Social 
Security after you first 
claimed, it's possible that 
you now have more than 
20 years contributing, in 
which case you may be 
entitled to a smaller WEP 
reduction and thus a higher 
Social Security benefit. 
The only way to find out 
if you're now entitled to a 
higher benefit due to ad-
ditional years contributing 

is to call Social Security, 
either at your local office 
or at the national number 
1(800) 772-1213) and ask 
them to review your cur-
rent benefit under WEP. If 
you now have more years 
contributing to Social Se-
curity than you had when 
you first claimed, you may 
be entitled to a benefit 
increase. 

Before calling SS, you 
may wish to first review 
your lifetime earnings 
record on file at Social 
Security and determine 
how many years of con-
tributions from substantial 
SS earnings you actually 
have. You can get a copy 
of your lifetime SS earn-
ings record from Social 
Security, most easily from 
your personal online "my 
Social Security" account. 
If you don't yet have an 
online account set up, you 
can easily do so at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount.  Then, 
you can review your life-
time SS-earnings against 
the chart at the following 
link which shows what 
your earnings must have 
been each year to count 
under WEP: ssa.gov/pubs/
EN-05-10045.pdf.

So, to recap: if you 
continued to work after 
starting your WEP-reduced 
Social Security benefits, 
you may be entitled to a 
smaller WEP reduction 
and thus a higher Social 
Security benefit now, but 
you will need to contact 
Social Security to evaluate 
your current status (and, if 
appropriate, increase your 
Social Security benefit).

ASK RUSTY
Social Security Advisor 

Social Security Matters
This article is intended for information purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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Obituary deadline
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Celine Dion, Kirstie Alley, 
Christmas, Good News & Bad 
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Award winning actress 
Kirstie Alley was diag-
nosed with cancer shortly 
before her untimely death 
at the young age of 71. 
Grammy award winning 
Celine Dion has recently 
been diagnosed with a 
neurological disease called 
Stiff Person Syndrome. 
The disease attacks about 
one in a million and is a 
very debilitating disease.  
She is 54 years old.  

Disease, death and bad 
news can attack anyone 
at any age and none of us 
are immune. 

Good news came to 
Britney Griner who spent 
10 months in a Russian 
prison for allegedly 
having hashish oil in her 
suitcase at a Moscow 
airport. She was recently 
released and is now back 
in the United States. The 
Bad news is that arms 
dealer Victor Bout who 
smuggled millions of 

weapons to the Middle 
East, Eastern Europe and 
Africa was released from 
prison in exchange for 
Griner’s release. 

Paul Whelan a former 
United States marine 
received bad news in that 
he is still being held in a 
Russian prison accused of 
spying. Russia is appar-
ently holding onto him 
for another deal with the 
United States. It’s tragic 
that he wasn’t released 
with Griner. 

Please stay out of Rus-
sia, North Korea, Iran and 
China. There are other 
places to avoid as well but 
there are plenty of nice 
places to visit. 

My deceased wife was 
37 when she received 
the bad news that she 
had multiple sclerosis. 
The diagnosis was very 
bad news and Karen died 
one day at a time for 12 
years. The last four years 
of her life she could do 
nothing. She required 

24-hour care. She became 
a person trapped inside a 
body. She died at the age 
of 49. The toll that such a 
disease took on our family 
and my young sons was 
severe. Such an illness 
changes the lives of the 
entire family. Everyone 
to some extent is involved 
in the caregiving and are 
changed by the emotion-
al drain of sickness and 
death. However, no one 
suffers as much as the 
person struggling with the 
disease. 

Such life struggles 
play havoc with holidays 
such as Christmas. Our 
family never had a normal 
Christmas for at least 12 
years. However, it be-
came our new normal.

Jesus is good news at 
Christmas. He was bad 
news to King Herod 
of Judea. Herod was a 
mental illness case who 
ordered the death of all 
male babies two years old 
and under in the vicinity 

of Bethlehem. He hoped 
to eliminate Jesus because 
wise men from the East 
had come to worship him.

We must pray for the 
families of Kirstie Alley, 
Celine Dion and Paul 
Whelan and many others. 
These families are suf-
fering. Fame and fortune 
never provide a way of 
escaping bad news and the 
results of bad news. We 
should also pray for one 
another and rejoice with 
any good news that comes 
each other’s way.

 We are all sojourners 
in this life. The message 
of Christmas is a Savior 
is born, Christ the Lord, 
peace on earth and good 
will toward all. 

May good news find its 
way to you this season of 
the year and may we all 
with God’s grace be there 
for each other when the 
news is not so good. 

 Visit GlennMollette.com 
to learn more.

Covid-19 Patent Waiver Will Cost Lives, Not Save Them
By Joe Crowley

Anyone wondering why 
Democrats fared better 
than expected in the mid-
terms should direct their 
attention to President Joe 
Biden's recent string of 
legislative victories.

These accomplishments 
helped Democrats win 
crucial votes in key states 
and maintain control of the 
Senate. But if they want 
to hold onto the White 
House, it's important 
that President Biden and 
congressional Democrats 
avoid any policy stumbles 
before 2024.

One such stumble would 
be the president and his al-
lies throwing their support 
behind the World Trade 
Organization's proposal to 
waive intellectual property 
protections on therapeu-
tics and tests related to 
Covid-19. It would allow 
our global competitors -- 
including China -- to help 
themselves to U.S. patents 
and other intellectual 
property.

The stated goal of the 
proposal is to improve 
access to Covid-19 ther-
apeutics and diagnostics 

in the developing world, 
similar to the WTO's 
nullification of IP protec-
tions for vaccines in June. 
But there's little evidence 
that such access is lacking 
or that this reform would 
improve it.

What it would do is 
harm the research ecosys-
tem that has made the U.S. 
the world's leading source 
of medical breakthroughs.

The very idea that pat-
ents are inhibiting access 
to Covid-19 tests and 
therapies is unfounded. 
Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, pharmaceutical 
firms have voluntarily 
licensed their Covid-19 
therapies to manufacturers 
in low- and middle-in-
come countries around the 
world.

Simply put, suspending 
IP for valuable Covid-19 
technologies isn't likely 
to save lives. But it will 
certainly compromise the 
Biden administration's 
efforts to improve health-
care access and encourage 
domestic biotech innova-
tion.

Currently, getting a 
new medicine to market 
requires a massive invest-

ment -- $2.6 billion, on av-
erage. Patents help ensure 
that when a new drug pass-
es government-mandated 
clinical trials -- about 90% 
don't -- investors have a 
chance to recover their 
development costs and pay 
for the numerous failures 
that came along the way.

If federal officials 
start calling patents into 
question, the result will 
be a future deprived of 
cutting-edge medicines for 
everything from can-
cer and heart disease to 
diabetes and Alzheimer's. 
It's also a future in which 
the world will be far less 
ready to handle a global 
health crisis like Covid-19.

Had patent waivers 
been the norm before the 
pandemic, America's sci-
entists and drug manufac-
turers would have lacked 
the basic infrastructure 
to invent, mass produce, 
and distribute the vaccines 
and therapies that are now 
bringing this emergency to 
an end. 

Indeed, a new Progres-
sive Policy Institute paper 
notes that strong, codified 
IP protection has "contrib-
uted to a long-term upturn 

in scientific research and 
invention, a public good 
well worth preserving; 
which makes this next de-
cision one that raises some 
systemic questions."

By weakening IP 
protections, the WTO's 
expanded waiver would 
deal a blow to a $1 trillion 
domestic industry that 
supports millions of U.S. 
jobs. It would also enable 
other countries -- friends 
and foes alike -- to piggy-
back off American innova-
tion, hurting our economic 
competitiveness.

President Biden's 
historic strides in ex-
panding healthcare access 
and bolstering America's 
biotech economy are 
legacy accomplishments. 
Rejecting an expansion of 
the WTO waiver gives his 
administration the opportu-
nity to continue that legacy 
of supporting American 
ingenuity and prosperity, 
and restoring our nation's 
position as a leader in 
global health.

Joe Crowley represented 
New York's 7th and 14th 
congressional districts from 
1999 to 2019.

The Smell of Flowers 
Upon the Heart

The sweet smell of 
flowers emanated on the 
breeze as I ran through the 
backyard trail. For me, 
as a small boy, it seemed 
immense as the rhododen-
drons towered above me.

It was like an enchant-
ed garden that you could 
imagine catching the Irish 
little people scurry out of 
your sight and the fairies to 
be dancing in the air about 
you.

It was a backyard 
domain of vibrant red, 
purple, pink, white, orange 
and yellow colors in every 
shade created by long 
serving forestry employee 
Baxter Reed who created 
the sights and smells for his 
loving wife Hazel.

Baxter and Hazel Reed 
were my childhood neigh-
bors. They were of my 
grandparents’ generation 
and themselves had no chil-
dren. But in their own way, 
they had many grandchil-
dren – those who made up 
our little neighborhood.

As we played upon the 
streets or across the yards, 
they were there to smile 
and cheer us along. There 
were often cups of lem-
onade nearby and occa-
sionally a cookie to boost 
our energy. Hazel’s love 
emanated through many 
of us.

I was able to come to 
know Baxter some as I 
assisted him with a few 
chores around the yard 
before his Parkinson’s 
advanced to where he was 
less active.

The couple was original-
ly from Oregon and Baxter 
had retired from the forest-
ry service. I am not sure 
what had brought them 
to Atlanta and our neigh-
borhood. I guess I never 
asked, or if it was said, it 
was lost in the annals of 
my youthful inquisitive-
ness.

But from him I learned 
that in order to create a 
beautiful environment, 
outside of nature’s normal 
beauty, it took dedication 
and care. That is what 
he gave to the space he 
created for Hazel and he to 
enjoy.

When I was big enough, 
I took on mowing yards to 
earn money. The one yard 
that I really did not want to 
mow was the Reeds. Mr. 
Reed had cultivated the 
only Zoysia front yard in 
the neighborhood. It was 
thick and difficult to push 
the mower through. But 
in time, I was asked and 
could not refuse Hazel’s 
request.

One of Hazel’s pastimes 
was painting flowers on 
china, and she was very 
good at this hobby. I was 
blessed as a boy to get 
a few of her creations 
and have cherished them 
through the years. I recent-

ly passed those along for 
someone else to continue in 
that enjoyment.

In life, often we are not 
provided what other might 
see as the ideal situation. 
We may not have family 
or close friends with which 
to share our day-to-day. 
There may be no children 
who will carry on our 
legacy. Our health may not 
be the best it can be. We 
may face problems of our 
own making or thrust upon 
us by others.

No matter what is in the 
hand we are dealt in the 
game of life, it is our job to 
play it. To make the very 
best of the situation and 
along the way to strive to 
make our world a better 
place.

The Christmas and New 
Year’s holiday season is 
a time for many of loneli-
ness. In some cases, people 
are outgoing and can fill 
the time with friends or 
activities that mask this 
until the season is passed. 
But others are mired in a 
stillness that prevents them 
from seeking the support of 
others.

You have a chance to 
make the lives of those 
around you better every 
day of the year. This is a 
lesson I learned from Hazel 
and from Baxter, you do 
your best to uplift, encour-
age and persevere no mat-
ter your circumstances and 
while doing that you make 
your life, your days, and 
your circle of engagement 
a happier and more loving 
place to be.

Create a memory that 
lasts far beyond you. 
Thank you Hazel and 
Baxter, gone from us now 
for decades, but still in the 
memory and in the heart of 
one of those little neighbor-
hood boys.

 
Randall Franks is best 

known for his role as "Officer 
Randy Goode" on TV's 
"In the Heat of the Night" 
now on WGN America. His 
latest 2019 # 1 CD release, 
"Americana Youth of Southern 
Appalachia," is by the Share 
America Foundation. He is 
a member of the Old Time 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 
His latest book is "A Badge or 
an Old Guitar: A Music City 
Murder Mystery." He is a syn-
dicated columnist for http://
randallfranks.com/ and can be 
reached at rfrankscatoosa@
gmail.com.

RANDALL FRANKS
Southern Style Columns
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