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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
TRACY and STEVEN LINE
for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
Ah, bless the Irish soul of me 

dear grandmother Pauline – and 
Happy St. Paddy’s Day to you all!

Teens need about ten hours of 
sleep while school-age kids should 

get 10-12.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 
in The Times and online at www.

thetimes24-7.com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“May your troubles be less, your blessings be more, and 

nothing but happiness come through your door.”
-Irish Blessing

 TODAY’S JOKE
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Irish.
Irish who?
Irish a Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

 OBITUARIES
Bonnie Bernice Robinson

 TODAY’S VERSE
Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto me, and 
I will answer thee, and shew thee 

great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not.

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Laylah Scheiter 
smile? “My family,” said the 
9-year-old Noblesville resident, 
a fourth-grader at Hinkle Creek 
Elementary School. She is the 
daughter of Jamie and Josh Scheit-
er and is among eight siblings. In 
July 2022, she was found at the 
4-H Fair, where she was a first-year 
Hamilton County 4-H’er and was 
volunteering at her H&H 4-H Club’s 
candy booth. Favorite projects? 
Photography and Cake Decorating, 
for which she earned blue ribbons. 
She made a heart cake using 
“huge hearts” and stars. What she 
learned from Cake Decorating? 
“How to use stuff when I’m dec-
orating stuff.” She volunteered at 
her club’s Fair booth with her mom 
and siblings, Lucy, 9, and Brayden, 
12. Why did she join 4-H? “ I joined 
4-H because it looks fun, and 
people are nice to you.” Today we 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, which 
is recognized by the shamrock, a 
three-leaf clover associated with 
Ireland. And a bit of trivia: A similar 
four-leaf clover is the 4-H emblem 
and one of the most highly recog-
nized logos in the world and has a 
white “H” on each leaf, signifying 
“Head, Heart, Hands and Health” 
in 4-H. Happy St. Patrick's Day!

People who call our community their own. Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:50 a.m.
SET: 7:53 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
HIGH: 45 °F
LOW: 45 °F

Today is...
• St. Patrick’s Day
• Submarine Day 

• Camp Fire Girls Day 

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1992 Apartheid in South 
Africa comes to an end. 
In a referendum, 68.7% 
of white South Africans 
voted for an abolishment 

of racial segregation in the 
country.

• 1973 The photograph 
known as Burst of joy 
is taken. Photographer 

Slava Veder was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for the 
image depicting a former 

U.S. prisoner of war being 
reunited with his family.

• 1941 The National 
Gallery of Art opens in 
Washington. D.C. U.S. 

President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt opened the gallery, 
which today houses one 
of the world's finest art 

collections.

Births On This Day
• 1919 Nat King Cole

American singer, pianist, 
television host

• 1948 William Gibson
American/Canadian author

Deaths On This Day
• 460 Saint Patrick

Irish missionary, bishop
• 2005 George F. Kennan
Diplomat, United States 
Ambassador to the USSR

And Another Thing...

1.Safe Food En 
Route Celebrates 5 
years In Business
This month, Land Betterment’s 

Independent Director, Jennifer 
Crandall, celebrates the founding of 
her company, Safe Food En Route, 
LLC. Jennifer founded Safe Food En 
Route LLC, a food safety consulting 
firm that makes reliable corporate 
level food safety programs accessible 
to all companies, 5 years ago.

2. Lane Restrictions
Please be advised, beginning on or 

after Monday, March 20, Florida Road 
between 104th Street and 113th 
Street will be under lane restrictions 
for tree clearing work. The estimated 
project completion date is Friday, 
March 24. Lane restrictions will be 
in place daily from the hours of 8am 
thru 4pm.
Flaggers will be in place throughout 

this process, but we ask that you use 
extreme caution while driving through 
this area.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven and Indy Ghost Light Photography
Hamilton County Theatre Guild’s The Belfry Theatre presents “The Great Gatsby,” -- featuring Tes-
sa Gibbons as Jordan Baker and Troy Bridges as Nick Carraway -- at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days and 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, March 17-26, with an ASL Interpreters and Talk Back on 
March 18 at Arts for Lawrence’s Theater at the Fort in Indianapolis. 

Celebrate St. Paddy’s with Gatsby, Live Music

It’s St. Patrick’s Day with 
plenty of things to do all week-
end and beyond. Here’s our 
Times’ list of two dozen things 
to do.

1. Enjoy St. Patrick’s Day 
Music with Rusty Musket with 
Celtic folk songs, old sea shan-
ties and Irish tunes at 7 p.m. 
today at Primeval Brewing, plus 
Primeval opens early at noon 
on St. Patrick’s Day today in 
downtown Noblesville. Also, 
Celtic Rain on Saturday, Hill 
and Oaks on March 24, John 

Beatrice on March 25, Craig 
Thurston on March 31.

2. Join the St. Paddy’s Day 
Party 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. today 
at 1205 Distillery in Westfield, 
featuring live music with My 
Yellow Rickshaw from 2-5 p.m. 
and Five After Midnight band 
7-10 p.m. Plus green cocktails.

3. Watch Agatha Christie’s 
“Murder on the Orient Express” 
through March 25 at Booth 
Tarkington Civic Theatre in 
Carmel, with reservations at 
civictheatre.org

4. Hamilton County Theatre 
Guild’s The Belfry Theatre 
presents “The Great Gats-
by,” directed by Noblesville’s 
Andrea Odle, opening today 
and continuing through March 
26, with performances at 7:30 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 
2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, 
today through March 26, at Arts 
for Lawrence’s Theater at the 
Fort in northern Marion County, 
with tickets by calling 317-773-
1085. ASL Interpreters and Talk 
Back at 7:30 p.m. March 18. 

5. Westfield Winter Farmers 
Market is 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
days, through April 1 at West 
Fork Westfield Event Center on 

East 191st Street.
6. See beautiful flowers and 

landscaping during the annual 
Indiana Flower & Patio Show 
through Sunday at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds.

7. Enjoy live music at Grind-
stone Public House in Nobles-
ville, featuring Jeff Brown 
on Saturday, Matt Record on 
March 23, The Dead Squirrels 
on March 25.

8. See work of artist Marc 
“Mozzy” Love’s exhibit, “Wel-
come to the Boomtown,” open 
noon to 5 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays in March in the 
Stephenson House. Bobbi K. 
Samples’ work is currently on 
display in the Meyer Najem 2nd 
Floor Gallery.

9. Experience the live music 
of The Juan Douglas Trio on 
Saturday and Mike Archer on 
March 25 at Spencer Farm Win-
ery in Noblesville.

10. Check out the comedians 
at The Brick Room Comedy 
Club, featuring Monarchs and 
Ali Gautier at 7:30 p.m. today; 
Shannon Rostin, Sarah Hunting-

BETSY REASON
Columnist

See BETSY Page A5

Hamilton Heights Educational 
Foundation And Opportunities

Hamilton Heights is extremely 
fortunate to have the Hamilton 
Heights Educational Foundation 

(HHEF). The Foundation was 
initially created as an oppor-
tunity to elevate the learning 
environment by raising funds to 
support learning across our cam-
pus. The local visionaries who 
founded the organization, many 
of whom still live and work in 
the community, certainly knew 
it would be a worthwhile en-
deavor but could not have pos-
sibly known how very essential 
the Foundation would become 
in the more than three decades 
since it was established.

Today, the Foundation raises 
money to return to the class-
room in the form of grants that 
demonstrate innovative and 

DR. ARROWOOD
Updates/Guest Columnist

See ARROWOOD Page A5

Fishers Man Arrested on 
7 Counts Of Child Porn

A 40-year-old Fishers man 
was arrested Wednesday on 7 
counts of Possession of Child 
Pornogra-
phy with an 
aggravating 
factor, a level 
5 felony, and 
2 counts of 
Possession of 
Child Pornog-
raphy, a level 
6 felony.

Nathaniel Cornelius, a Fish-
ers resident, was investigated 
by the Hamilton County Metro 
Child Exploitation Task Force 
– a task force headquartered 
in the Fisher’s Police Depart-
ment. The group is comprised 

of detectives from Westfield, 
Fishers, Carmel, Noblesville 
and the Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s office. The task force 
focuses on internet crimes 
against children and investi-
gates child exploitation cases in 
Hamilton, Hancock, Madison 
and Tipton counties.

Cornelius’s investigation 
started after receiving a tip 
from the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. Digital evidence was 
collected from his home and 
child sex abuse material was 
located on a computer. Corne-
lius is currently being held on 
a $100,000 cash or surety bond 
at the Hamilton County Jail.
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 OBITUARIES
Bonnie Bernice Robinson 

September 14, 1931-March 11, 2023
Bonnie Bernice Robinson, 91, 

Anderson, passed away on Saturday, 
March 11, 2023, at Rawlins House 
Family-first Senior Living in Pendle-
ton, Indiana.

She was born Sept. 14, 1931, in 
Hazard, Kentucky, and resided most 
of her life in Anderson.

Bonnie attended Vicco (Kentucky) 
High School until the spring of 1950.

She was a homemaker and enjoyed spending her time 
entertaining her family and friends.

Bonnie is survived by a brother and sister-in-law, Billy 
(Sally) Powers of Anderson; a brother-in-law, Thom-
as (Mary) Davis of Anderson; a sister-in-law, Bobbie 
(Rick) Spalding of Anderson; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Bonnie is preceded in death by her husband, Herman 
Robinson on September 15, 2016; her parents, Elias and 
Elizabeth (Holland) Powers; her sister, Fern Davis; her 
brothers, Bobby, Mitch and Cecil Powers; and her niece, 
Tracy Davis Breece.

A funeral service will be held at 2:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 18, 2023, at Bethany Christian Church, 1920 
N. Rangeline Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012 with Bob 
Bell officiating. Burial will follow in Anderson Memorial 
Park in Anderson.

Visitation will be from 1:30-2:30 p.m. on Saturday at 
Bethany Christian Church.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, 5635 West 96th Street, Suite 100, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278, Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion, 8445 Keystone Crossing, Suite 135, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46240 or Bethany Christian Church, 1920 North 
Rangeline Road, Anderson, Indiana 46012.

Online condolences may be made at www.hersberger-
bozell.com.

Reimagine Pleasant Street Closures

Graphics provided by REIMAGINE Pleasant Street and American Structurepoint
Road closures will begin soon, leading up to the closure of Eighth Street and Pleasant Street. The detour 
route was designed to remain consistent during the various road closures during the 2023 construction 
season. While these closures will be a short-term inconvenience, the project will ultimately provide bet-
ter mobility throughout Noblesville.
Sixth Street between Vine Street and north of Walnut Street will be closed permanently to through traffic 
on or after Friday, March 17.

City Of Noblesville Establishes 
Advisory Council On Disabilities

Mayor Chris Jensen pre-
sented a resolution estab-
lishing the City of Nobles-
ville Advisory Council on 
Disabilities at last night’s 
common council meeting.

The advisory council’s 
aim is to increase overall 
community awareness of 
challenges faced by per-
sons with disabilities and 
opportunities for support 
by more effectively mobi-
lizing persons and insti-
tutions who are involved 
with education, outreach, 
support, and advocacy 
on behalf of persons with 
disabilities.

“When we look at 
census data for Nobles-
ville, we see that we 
have around 8% of our 
residents that have one or 
more disabilities,” Jensen 
said. “We saw a need to 
increase overall communi-
ty awareness of challenges 
faced by persons with dis-
abilities and opportunities 
for support.”

An initial area of focus 
for the advisory council 
will be scheduling listening 
sessions with nonprofit 
organizations and area res-
idents who are living with 
a disability or who support 
a person with a disability 
to learn more about what 
the community is doing 
well, where it can improve 
and identify resource gaps 
and considerations.

Jensen added, “By 
creating a dedicated entity 

to mobilize the community 
around our mission, we 
envision a more inclusive, 
supportive and vibrant 
future in our city.”

The advisory council 
will develop a website to 
provide resources, referral 
and community event 
information of relevance. 
The council will also 
highlight ongoing efforts 
and initiatives within the 
city through Janus Devel-
opmental Services, Same 
As U, Noble of Indiana, 
and other organizations, 
as well as accessibility 
in relation to communi-
ty facilities and autism 
awareness training by first 
responders.

“The Noblesville Com-
mon Council is pleased to 
partner with the admin-
istration and community 
stakeholders to accommo-
date, lift up, and promote 
the engagement of persons 
with disabilities,” Com-
mon Council President 
Aaron Smith said. “We 
are happy to be working 
together so that everyone 
in Noblesville has the 
opportunity to thrive.”

Further, the advisory 
council will explore devel-
opment of an Ally Toolkit 
using best practices and 
material implemented 
in other communities. 
The council will work to 
develop plans for longer 
term areas of focus and 
collaboration.

Westfield Youth Assistance Program To Offer $9K In Scholarships
The Westfield Youth 

Assistance Program 
(WYAP) is proud to offer 
four (4) $1,000 scholar-
ships and one (1) $5,002 
scholarship to graduat-
ing seniors or adults up 
to 25 years old that are 
continuing their educa-
tion. This is the first year 
that WYAP is offering a 
scholarship opportunity. 
The online applications 
can be viewed on the 
WYAP website.

During WYAP’s 14-
year history, the program 
has connected hundreds 
of youth in Westfield 
with mentoring, tutoring, 
mental health counsel-
ing, medical services, 
enrichment activities, 
and more. The scholar-
ships highlight WYAP’s 
emphasis on giving back 
to Westfield/Washington 
Township youth. Our 
long-term goal is to give 
the youth in our commu-
nity every advantage to 
be successful and grow 
into adults that contribute 
in large measure to our 
community.

“After years of fund-
raising and planning, 
we are now in a position 
to offer $4K in schol-
arships to youth who 
have participated in our 
program that want to 
further their education 
and out of the tragedy of 
losing such a remarkable 
woman, Christine Brown, 
our program is also able 
to offer an addition-
al $5,002 scholarship 
annually as recognition 
of her commitment to the 
youth in our community. 
While I would prefer 
for our friend to still be 
with us, the opportunity 
to significantly support 
Westfield youth with such 
a substantial scholarship 
is a fantastic tribute to 
her and a compliment to 
her legacy,” said WYAP 
President Steve Latour, 
who also serves as the 
Westfield Chamber CEO. 
“It was important to 
Christine’s family, our 
board, and the donors 
who contributed to the 
scholarship in her name 
that the award be substan-

tial. I am certain we are 
making her proud.”

In honor of former 
WYAP Early Interven-
tion Advocate Christine 
Brown, who passed 
away in August of 2022, 
Christine’s family, the 
board of directors, and 
generous donors have 
established the Christine 
D. Brown Memorial 
Scholarship with one 
(1) $5,002 scholarship. 
Christine worked with 
502 youth over her ten 
years with WYAP and 
touched countless lives in 
the Westfield community 
and beyond. This annual 
scholarship will ensure 
that her legacy contin-
ues and is funded partly 
by the annual Yellow 
Tie Gala proceeds. The 
scholarship is open to 
all current and former 
graduates 25 and under 
who attended Westfield 
Washington Schools or 
resided in the township.

The second applica-
tion offers up to four (4) 
$1,000 scholarships and 
is available to current 

or past participants of 
WYAP. WYAP looks 
to support those youth 
who won’t be defined by 
things that have happened 
in their lives and who 
know who they are and 
how they want to impact 
the world. This scholar-
ship will be awarded to a 
student who is determined 
to make the climb and 
sees that furthering their 
education will better their 
future.

Individuals are wel-
come to apply for both 
scholarship opportunities 
if they feel they quali-
fy; however, they are 
only eligible to receive 
one of the scholarships. 
The application deadline 
for both scholarships is 
Saturday, April 15, 2023. 
Recipients will be notified 
by May 1 and invited to 
attend the WYAP Youth 
Recognition Breakfast 
on Wednesday, May 10, 
2023, at IMMI from 7:00 
am – 9:00 am, where the 
scholarship recipients 
will be announced and 
awarded.

Ferzan Coskun Named To 
Dean’s List At Bates College

Ferzan Coskun of 
Carmel, Ind., was named 
to the dean's list at Bates 
College for the fall semes-
ter ending in December 
2022. This is a distinction 
earned by students whose 
grade point average is 
3.92 or higher.

Coskun, the son of 
Tamer Coskun and Seyma 
Coskun, is a graduate of 
Carmel High School. He 
is a first-year at Bates.

Located in Lewiston, 
Maine, Bates is inter-
nationally recognized 
as a leading liberal arts 
college, attracting 2,000 
students from across 

the U.S. and around the 
world. Since 1855, Bates 
has been dedicated to 
educating the whole per-
son through creative and 
rigorous scholarship in a 
collaborative residential 
community. Committed to 
opportunity and excel-
lence, Bates has always 
admitted students without 
regard to gender, race, re-
ligion, or national origin. 
Cultivating intellectual dis-
covery and informed civic 
action, Bates prepares 
leaders sustained by a love 
of learning and zeal for 
responsible stewardship of 
the wider world.

Satvik Kumar Earns Faculty 
Honors at Georgia Tech For

Satvik Kumar of Carm-
el, IN, earned the distinc-
tion of Faculty Honors 
for Summer 2022 at the 
Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology. This designation 
is awarded to undergrad-
uate students who have 
earned a 4.0 academic 
average for the semester.

The Georgia Institute of 
Technology, or Georgia 
Tech, is one of the top 
public research universi-
ties in the U.S., develop-
ing leaders who advance 
technology and improve 
the human condition.

The Institute offers 
business, computing, 
design, engineering, 

liberal arts, and sciences 
degrees. Its more than 
45,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students, 
representing 50 states and 
more than 148 countries, 
study at the main campus 
in Atlanta, at campuses 
in France and China, 
and through distance and 
online learning.

As a leading technolog-
ical university, Georgia 
Tech is an engine of eco-
nomic development for 
Georgia, the Southeast, 
and the nation, conduct-
ing more than $1 billion 
in research annually for 
government, industry, and 
society.

TheTimes24-7.com
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HHS Awards Nearly $1.6 Billion To 
Support Low Income Households To 
Lower Heating And Cooling Costs

The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), through 
the Administration for 
Children and Families 
(ACF), announced the 
award of $560 million 
this week in addition to 
the $1 billion awarded 
last month for a total of 
$1.56 billion to help cover 
American households 
home heating and cooling 
costs. The grant awards 
are part of the Low 
Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) to help low-
income households 
with their energy costs 
– a program that the 
Biden Administration 
significantly increased 
funding for through 
the American Rescue 
Plan and the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure law. This 
past year, LIHEAP served 
over 6 million households 
with heating, cooling, and 
weatherization services. 
This release brings the 
total LIHEAP funding for 
Fiscal Year 2023 to $6.1 
billion, and is part of the 
Biden Administration’s 
broader efforts to lower 
costs for American 
families and give them 
more breathing room.

“The Biden-Harris 
administration continues 
to put working families 
at the forefront. LIHEAP 
helps pay home energy 
bills, ensuring families 
stay warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer, 
further protecting the 

health and well-being 
of Americans,” said 
Secretary Becerra.

These awards build 
on historic investments 
in LIHEAP during 
the Biden-Harris 
administration. In 
October 2022, LIHEAP 
released $4.5 billion in 
funding, which included 
$100 million of funding 
appropriated for FY23 
through President Biden’s 
bipartisan infrastructure 
law. Together, these 
funding releases total 
$6.1 billion, increasing 
the Biden administration’s 
historic investment of 
$3.9 billion in LIHEAP 
funding in FY 2022, and 
$8.2 billion in FY 2021.

“LIHEAP provides a 
vital lifeline to households 
struggling to maintain 
affordable home energy 
services,” said ACF 
Assistant Secretary 
January Contreras. 
“As the nation grapples 
with the impacts of 
climate change and 
extreme weather, which 
disproportionately impacts 
communities of color and 
lower-income households, 
LIHEAP is especially 
important to creating 
greater equity in accessing 
energy services.”

LIHEAP provides 
households with not 
only energy assistance, 
but also provides crisis 
and weatherization 
assistance to help 
achieve safe and healthy 
indoor temperatures. 

LIHEAP’s assistance 
with weatherization and 
energy-related minor 
home repairs, including 
the use of renewable 
energy, helps reduce 
energy consumption and 
make homes more energy 
efficient.

“For more than 42 
years, LIHEAP has 
helped households 
maintain safe indoor 
temperatures each winter 
and summer,” said 
Dr. Lanikque Howard, 
director of the ACF Office 
of Community Services. 
“With an appropriation 
of $6.1 billion, LIHEAP 
is well-positioned to 
support millions of 
households this year by 
reconnecting households 
to home energy services, 
preventing energy 
disconnections, and 
making energy bills more 
affordable.”

Individuals interested 
in applying for energy 
assistance should visit 
energyhelp.us or call 
the National Energy 
Assistance Referral 
hotline toll-free at 1-866-
674-6327.

For more information 
about LIHEAP and 
other Administration for 
Children and Families’ 
anti-poverty programs, 
visit the OCS website.

All ACF news releases, 
fact sheets and other 
materials are available 
on the ACF news page. 
Follow ACF on Twitter 
for more updates.

Hoosier Entrepreneur 
Locating New Fulfillment 
Firm In East Central Indiana

Governor Eric J. 
Holcomb today joined 
local officials and 
executives of Full 
Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions, a woman-
owned, third-party 
logistics provider, as the 
company announced plans 
to establish operations in 
Union County, creating 
up to 50 new jobs by the 
end of 2026.

“Indiana’s economic 
momentum continues 
to accelerate thanks 
to entrepreneurs 
and successful small 
businesses like Full 
Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions,” said Gov. 
Holcomb. “As a state, 
we have a long history 
of entrepreneurship 
and innovation thanks 
to our strong Hoosier 
work ethic backed by 
forward looking leaders. 
It’s clear our vision and 
entrepreneurial spirit will 
continue to drive both 
our local communities 
and economy forward for 
years to come.”

“Indiana was recently 
named the number-one 
state to start a business by 
Forbes, and I’m thrilled 
to see entrepreneurs 
choose to locate and 
grow in communities like 
Liberty,” said Indiana 
Secretary of Commerce 
Brad Chambers. “Small 
businesses like Full 
Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions are critical 
to providing quality 
career opportunities 
and to advancing the 
success and vitality of 
our neighborhoods. This 
is the first economic 
development project to 
locate in Union County 
in nearly 30 years, and 
the impact this investment 
and this company will 
have on the community 
will be transformative.”

Full Throttle 
Fulfillment Solutions 
will invest $7.3 million 
in the coming years 
to establish operations 
in Liberty, initially 
leasing and equipping 

an 23,000-square-foot 
space at 757 S. State 
Road 101. The company, 
which expects to start 
renovating the space in 
April, plans to add to the 
property within the next 
couple years, constructing 
additional buildings on 
the site to add warehouse 
space. The expansion 
will enable the company 
to continue to scale, 
providing both business-
to-business and direct-
to-consumer fulfillment 
services.

The company, which 
already employs three 
associates, plans to start 
hiring for bookkeeping, 
warehouse management, 
human resources, pickers 
and packers, and a 
shipping and receiving 
manager beginning 
May 1 to support 
its operations. New 
positions offering average 
salaries well above the 
Union County average. 
Interested applicants can 
send resume’s to hr@
fullthrottlefulfillment.
com.

“Indiana offers a 
welcoming and supportive 
environment for 
businesses, as evidenced 
by the enthusiasm and 
willingness of local, 
regional and state 
officials to assist in our 
growth, advance the 
state’s workforce through 
programs like Next 
Level Jobs, and provide 
entrepreneurial support 
at the community level,” 
said Angelia Snyder, 
founder and CEO of 
Full Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions. “My husband, 
Malcom Snyder, was 
raised in Liberty and 
has long, established 
roots here. By locating 
in Liberty, we hope to 
deepen these connections, 
build strong ties with 
the community, and 
contribute to the region’s 
economic growth.”

Snyder, an 
entrepreneur, also 
founded and owns Archer 
Full Throttle, an archery-

focused ecommerce and 
fulfillment company 
based in Connersville. 
Full Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions, which will 
begin operating in May, 
provides fulfillment 
solutions for clients, 
helping businesses 
store and ship a variety 
of product orders to 
businesses and customers 
across the US. Full 
Throttle Fulfillment 
Solutions provides a 
comprehensive range of 
services, including order 
fulfillment, warehousing, 
shipping and logistics 
management, and is 
equipped to handle 
a diverse range of 
shipments, including 
Amazon Seller Fulfilled 
Prime orders.

“I'm grateful that 
this businesswoman 
recognized the business 
opportunities available 
in Union County. I wish 
them nothing but success 
and look forward to 
their business prospering 
for years to come,” 
said Tim Williams, 
president of the Union 
County Commissioners. 
“Anytime a small 
community such as ours 
can add jobs and create 
new opportunities for 
others to have local 
employment it's a good 
thing for the community. 
I hope that others will 
follow their example and 
look for ways to grow or 
start a new business in 
Union County.”

Based on the company’s 
job creation plans, 
the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation 
committed an investment 
in Full Throttle 
Fulfillment Solutions of 
up to $600,000 in the 
form of incentive-based 
tax credits. These tax 
credits are performance-
based, meaning the 
company is eligible to 
claim incentives once 
Hoosiers are hired. Union 
County will consider 
additional incentives to 
support the project.

One Week Left To Apply For Dr. Gerald 
Bepko Community Engagement Award

The deadline to submit 
applications for the 
Gerald Bepko Community 
Engagement Award 
(Bepko Award) to the 
Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education is 
Wednesday, March 22, 
2023. The award was 
created in 2019 in honor 
of Dr. Gerald Bepko and 
his dedication to service 
at Indiana University 
and the Commission for 

Higher Education. The 
award highlights a faculty 
member who is engaged 
in teaching, research or 
service commitments that 
contribute to the work that 
is being done to deepen 
partnerships within the 
community.

Eligible applicants 
include full-time faculty 
members at an Indiana 
public or private 
institution of higher 

education. Applicants 
must reside in the State of 
Indiana.

The deadline to 
apply for the award is 
Wednesday, March 22, 
2023. Recipients will 
be announced at the H. 
Kent Weldon Conference 
on Monday, April 3, 
2023. The application 
for the Bepko Award 
can be found on the 
Commission’s website.

PUBLIC NOTICES
BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF 
Geistview Estates Drain

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 

Board on the Geistview Estates Drain on March 27, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in 
Commissioners Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County 
Square, Noblesville, Indiana.  The purpose of the hearing is for the Board to 
increase the amount of the maximum unencumbered amount of the maintenance 
fund for the Geistview Estates Drain to be increased from four (4) times the 
estimated annual cost of periodic maintenance of the drain to eight (8) times 
the estimated annual cost of periodic maintenance.  The Board will not consider 
an increase in annual maintenance assessments at the meeting.  The previously 
established Schedule of Assessments made by the Drainage Board have been 
previously approved and are available for public inspection in the office of the 
Hamilton County Surveyor.  

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

TL20201  3/17  1t   hspaxlp

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF 
Herr-Haughey Drain

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 

Board on the Herr-Haughey Drain on March 27, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in 
Commissioners Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County 
Square, Noblesville, Indiana.  The purpose of the hearing is for the Board to 
increase the amount of the maximum unencumbered amount of the maintenance 
fund for the Herr-Haughey Drain to be increased from four (4) times the estimated 
annual cost of periodic maintenance of the drain to eight (8) times the estimated 
annual cost of periodic maintenance.  The Board will not consider an increase 
in annual maintenance assessments at the meeting.  The previously established 
Schedule of Assessments made by the Drainage Board have been previously 
approved and are available for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton 
County Surveyor.  

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

TL20202  3/17  1t   hspaxlp

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF 

Hidden Bay Drain
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County 
Drainage Board on the Hidden Bay Drain on March 27, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in 
Commissioners Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County 
Square, Noblesville, Indiana.  The purpose of the hearing is for the Board to 
increase the amount of the maximum unencumbered amount of the maintenance 
fund for the Hidden Bay Drain to be increased from four (4) times the estimated 
annual cost of periodic maintenance of the drain to eight (8) times the estimated 
annual cost of periodic maintenance.  The Board will not consider an increase 
in annual maintenance assessments at the meeting.  The previously established 
Schedule of Assessments made by the Drainage Board have been previously 
approved and are available for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton 
County Surveyor.  

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

TL20204  3/17  1t   hspaxlp

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF 

Williams Creek Drainage Area, O. F. Henley Arm
Ambleside Section 2

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 

Board on the Williams Creek Drainage Ara, O. F. Henley Arm, Ambleside 
Section 2 on March 27, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in Commissioners Court, Hamilton 
County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, Indiana, and 
which construction and maintenance reports of the Surveyor and the Schedule of 
Assessments made by the Drainage Board have been filed and are available for 
public inspection in the office of the Hamilton County Surveyor.

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

TL20203  3/17  1t   hspaxlp

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF

William Lehr Drain, J.S. McCarty Arm
Phase 1 Reconstruction

NOTICE
To Whom It May Concern and: Fellowship Baptist Church  

   LLC 16760
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 

Board concerning the reconstruction of the William Lehr Drain, J.S. McCarty 
Arm, Phase 1 Reconstruction on March 27, 2023 at 9:15 A.M. in Commissioners 
Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville, Indiana. Construction and maintenance reports of the Surveyor and 
the Schedule of Assessments proposed by the Drainage Board have been filed and 
are available for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton County Surveyor.

Hamilton County Drainage Board
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh

TL20205  3/17  1t   hspaxlp

One Week Left To Apply For 
Dr. Gerald Bepko Community 
Engagement Award

The deadline to submit 
applications for the 
Gerald Bepko Community 
Engagement Award 
(Bepko Award) to the 
Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education is 
Wednesday, March 22, 
2023. The award was 
created in 2019 in honor 
of Dr. Gerald Bepko and 
his dedication to service 
at Indiana University 
and the Commission for 
Higher Education. The 
award highlights a faculty 
member who is engaged 
in teaching, research or 
service commitments that 
contribute to the work that 
is being done to deepen 

partnerships within the 
community.

Eligible applicants 
include full-time faculty 
members at an Indiana 
public or private 
institution of higher 
education. Applicants 
must reside in the State of 
Indiana.

The deadline to 
apply for the award is 
Wednesday, March 22, 
2023. Recipients will 
be announced at the H. 
Kent Weldon Conference 
on Monday, April 3, 
2023. The application 
for the Bepko Award 
can be found on the 
Commission’s website.
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Pundits Pooh-Pooh Purdue’s NCAA Chances At Own Peril

The national media is 
suffering from a case of 
selective amnesia.

That’s the diagnosis 
from your friendly 
neighborhood basketball 
doctor, who watched hours 
of NCAA Tournament 
selection analysis this 
week.

“Duke is a bad matchup 
for Purdue, especially in 
Madison Square Garden,” 
the drum beat begins. 
“Marquette is the kind of 
team that gives Purdue 
fits,” the lyric sings.

I have four numbers in 
response: 75-70 and 75-56.

The first set of numbers 
is the final score from 
Purdue’s comeback 
victory over Marquette at 
Mackey Arena on Nov. 
15. The latter score was 
the championship game 
outcome of the Phil Knight 
Legacy over Duke in 
Portland, Ore., on Nov. 
27.

“But Duke has improved 
since then,” sayeth several 
ESPN college basketball 
experts.

But a team that won its 
conference by three games 
and takes 29 victories into 
the NCAA tournament, led 
by the soon-to-be national 
player of the year, hasn’t?

To be fair, not everyone 
outside West Lafayette 
is discounting Purdue’s 
chances in the tournament.

Andy Katz, a contributor 
at Big Ten Network and 
NCAA.com, likes the 
Boilermakers over UCLA 
in a Final Four that also 
includes Indiana and 
Arizona.

“He’s a unicorn. There 

is no one like Zach Edey 
in the country,” Katz said. 
“He has taken his game … 
to another level.”

Matt Norlander of CBS 
Sports has Purdue reaching 
the Final Four for the 
first time since 1980, and 
reaching the title game 
before losing to Houston.

“I like this storyline: A 
No. 1 seed with the NPOY 
makes the Final Four. We 
don’t get that every year. 
Purdue has the best player 
in college basketball. It 
has terrific offense, great 
rebounding and plays with 
discipline,” Norlander 
writes.

“There are flaws; the 
Boilers might not get out 
of the first weekend thanks 
to that vicious 8/9 winner 
that will await. But Matt 
Painter is right up there 
among the top 10 coaches 
in college hoops. I think 
Purdue avoids Duke in 
the Sweet 16, which helps 
with the scenario I'm 
putting together here. I 
think Purdue can score 
on Marquette — and 
Marquette has major 
problems with teams that 
have size advantages. So 
here goes: I believe the 
Boilers end their March 
hex and finally break 
through to their first Final 
Four in 43 years, doing so 
with a heroic/dominant run 
from Edey in the process.”

Norlander’s colleague at 
CBS, Gary Parrish, also 
has Purdue reaching the 
Final Four before losing to 
Alabama.

CBS Sports is far more 
bullish on the Boilermakers 
than ESPN, whose long-
term love affair with Duke 
(and LeBron James and 
the New York Yankees 
and the Boston Red Sox) 
is one reason why Big Ten 
fans won’t miss the former 
Worldwide Leader in 
Sports starting this fall.

Dick “Duke” Vitale 
and Jay Bilas, the former 
standout under Mike 
Krzyzewski, naturally 
picked the Blue Devils to 
go all the way.

Others to pick Purdue to 
reach the Final Four: Brian 
Hamilton, Dana O’Neil, 
Joe Rexrode and Eamonn 

Brennan of The Athletic. 
Brennan and Rexrode went 
even further, choosing 
the Boilermakers as their 
national championship 
selection.

It’s the fourth No. 1 seed 
in Purdue history and the 
first since 1996, a year that 
also saw the Boilermakers 
win the Big Ten by three 
games.

It’s possible that Purdue 
could play Fairleigh 
Dickenson, Memphis and 
Kansas State – the same 
three opponents it faced 
in 1988 at South Bend 
and Detroit. Boilermaker 
fans are hoping for a 
different outcome. Not 
until Virginia in the 2019 
Elite Eight had a loss felt 

like a kick in the stomach 
than the stunning defeat to 
Kansas State that year.

With seniors Troy 
Lewis, Todd Mitchell and 
Everette Stephens, a lot of 
Purdue fans felt that 1988 
would be the breakthrough 
year for a national 
championship. Mark 
Montieth’s book, “Passion 
Play,” does an outstanding 
job of chronicling the 
season and the aftermath of 
Kansas State.

It's unanimous
Purdue center Zach 

Edey collected all 58 votes 
to become a unanimous 
Associated Press All-
American.

With first-team 
selections also coming 
from The Sporting News, 
the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches and the 
United States Basketball 
Writers Association 
(USBWA), Edey gives 
Purdue consensus All-
Americans with different 
players in back-to-back 
years for the first time. 

Jaden Ivey was a consensus 
All-American in 2022.

Edey also is the USBWA 
District V Player of the 
Year. Purdue swept 
District V honors with 
Matt Painter chosen coach 
of the year.

The 7-4 junior center 
from Toronto needs 14 
points and 27 rebounds to 
become the first player in 
NCAA history with 750 
points, 450 rebounds, 50 
blocks and 50 assists in a 
season. Assists became an 
official NCAA statistic in 
1983-84.

Edey leads the nation 
with 26 double-doubles, 
is second in rebounding at 
12.8 per game and sixth 
in scoring at 22.3 points. 
He also is a finalist for 
the Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Award, given annually to 
the nation’s top center. He 
is the fourth Boilermaker 
to be a finalist, joining 
A.J. Hammons (2016), 
Isaac Haas (2018) and 
Trevion Williams (2021).

Edey is expected to 
become the second position 
award winner recognized 
by the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame. Carsen 
Edwards won the Jerry 
West Award in 2018 as 
the nation’s top shooting 
guard.

NCAA notes
History says Purdue has 

better than a 50-50 chance 
to end its Final Four 
drought.

By sweeping Rutgers, 
Ohio State and Penn 
State in the Big Ten 
Tournament, the 
Boilermakers became the 
10th team in league history 
to capture the regular 
season and tournament 
titles. Five of the previous 
nine reached the Final 
Four (Michigan State in 
1999 and 2019, Wisconsin 
in 2015, Ohio State in 
2007 and Illinois in 2005). 
…

Purdue’s 15th NCAA 
Tournament berth under 
Painter ranks him eighth 
among active coaches. He 
is by far the youngest of 
the eight at age 52. The 
next youngest are Bill Self 
of Kansas and Mark Few 
of Gonzaga, both of whom 

are 60. …
Westfield’s Braden 

Smith, the reigning 
Indiana Mr. Basketball, 
is in pretty good company 
as the fourth freshman 
in Big Ten history with 
at least 330 points, 140 
rebounds and 140 assists in 
a season. The other three 
are the legendary Magic 
Johnson at Michigan State 
(1978), D’Angelo Russell 
of Ohio State (2015) and 
the Buckeyes’ JaQuan Lyle 
(2016).

Smith was impressive in 
the Big Ten Tournament 
semifinal win over Ohio 
State. He scored 14 points 
on 5 of 5 shooting from 
the field and 2 of 2 at the 
free throw line. Smith also 
handed up five assists and 
grabbed five rebounds.

Moving on up
Purdue commitment 

Kanon Catchings of 
Brownsburg has been 
elevated 100 places to 17th 
in the 24/7Sports college 
basketball recruiting 
rankings for 2024. That 
leap puts Catchings among 
the site’s 21 five-star 
players.

“A 6-foot-8 forward 
who has skill, length, 
fluid athleticism and feel 
for the game … Kanon 
Catchings is just scratching 
the surface of how good he 
can be,” 24/7Sports states. 
“He has a pretty jump shot 
out to the 3-point line, is 
a versatile scorer who can 

play as a big wing or a 
floor stretching four man 
and he’s gaining more and 
more confidence each time 
he hits the floor.

“Few players left as 
big an impression on 
the 247Sports staff as 
Catchings did this winter, 
and it will be a bit of a 

surprise if he doesn’t see 
his national profile explode 
during the upcoming spring 
and summer months.”

Quarterback rankings
With the exception of 

Michigan (J.J. McCarthy) 
and Maryland (Tua 
Tagovailoa), the Big Ten 
will see massive changes 
at quarterback for the 2023 
season.

Athlon Sports’ Steve 
Lassen ranks potential 
Purdue starter and Texas 
transfer Hudson Card 
eighth and possible new 
Indiana quarterback 
Tayven Jackson 13th in 
his pre-spring practice 
quarterback rankings.

“With Purdue losing 
Aidan O'Connell, landing 
an experienced quarterback 
was a priority for new 
coach Ryan Walters and 
coordinator Graham 
Harrell,” Lassen writes. 
“Card certainly fits that 
mold, as he brings 22 
games of snaps (and five 
starts to West Lafayette). 
During his stint with the 
Longhorns, Card threw 
for 1,523 yards and 11 
touchdowns to only two 
picks. His completion 
percentage was solid (65 
percent) throughout his 
career in Austin.”

Jackson comes to 
Bloomington from 
Tennessee.

“With Dexter Williams 
on the mend from a serious 
knee injury suffered in late 
November, Jackson should 
start for the Hoosiers in 
'23. The Indiana native 
ranked as a four-star 
prospect in the '22 signing 
class and returns to his 
home state after seeing 
limited action in three 
games at Tennessee. 
Jackson doesn't have a ton 
of experience (just four 
pass attempts), but there's 
intriguing upside for 
co-coordinators Anthony 
Tucker and Walt Bell to 
develop.”

-Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for 
the Lafayette Journal & 
Cou¬rier and an award-
winning journalist. He has 
covered Purdue athletics for 
many years.

KENNY THOMPSON
Columnist

Matt Painter

Zach Edey

Photographic Memory...

Returning from our 
vacation in the Virgin 
Islands last month, I sent 
my digital camera through 
the scanner at the airport. 
Then I forgot to retrieve 
it from the tray after it 
rolled out on the convey-
or. When I came back 
five minutes later, it was 
gone. I almost aways use 
my cell phone on trips to 
snap photos, but I took the 
old point-and-shoot as a 
backup.

I actually did use it 
quite a bit and the camera 
ended up being chock-full 
of pictures showing all 
the fun Mary Ellen and I 
had—you know, standing 
in front of an old church, 
standing in front of an 
old restaurant, standing in 
front of an old museum, 
and standing in front of 
people older than us, if we 
could find any.

I was hoping when he 
got home the thief might 
have a change of heart 
about taking my camera. 

I did have my name and 
e-mail address taped on 
the back. What value 
could my old camera have 
for anyone else?  Crooks 
don’t have a conscience, 
and this guy took the 
cake, or in this case, the 
Kodak.

One day last week, I 
opened my e-mail and 
there was this note:

Dear Mr. Wolfsie: (Is 
that really a name?)

Thanks for leaving your 
camera unattended at the 
Nassau Airport. When 
I got home and started 
looking through your 
pictures, I was disappoint-
ed. There wasn't a single 
racy shot out of the whole 
bunch.  Oh well, you and 
the redhead make a lovely 
couple, so I'm e-mailing 
you back all of your vaca-
tion photos. Sorry I stole 
your camera.  It’s a little 
antiquated but still a keep-
er. I mean that literally.

If I could, I'd like to 
make just a few sugges-
tions from an objective 
observer. Your wife is 
very attractive, but I’m 
not a big fan of capri 
pants.  I love her red hair, 
but I’m not crazy about 
the style.  Otherwise, you 
are a lucky man.  I wish I 
had a trophy wife.

Now, regarding you: 
Geez...no more selfies, I 
beg you. And when some-
one takes a photo of you, 
never pose for a profile 

shot with your head bent 
forward, looking down. 
Just curious, which of 
your chins is your favor-
ite? You look pretty good 
for your age, assuming 
you’re 85 years old. (You 
must be that old, since 
you still use AOL.)

Here’s a thought: How 
about some more candid 
shots of you and your 
wife doing something 
that is more physical 
than just standing? Too 
scary? Maybe you can 
hire someone to pretend 
he’s you, parasailing or 
windsurfing.

Some final advice on 
your picture-taking: You 
apparently think half a 
head is better than none. 
That is true, except in 
photos.

Anyway, Dick, if I may 
call you that (after all, I 
feel like I know you), as 
I said, I am keeping the 
camera, even though I 
would have preferred a 
Nikon.

Author’s note: You 
guessed it. I made up this 
entire story. Just for the 
record, my wife’s hair 
looks fabulous.

- Dick Wolfsie spent his 
career sharing his humor, 
stories and video essays 
on television, radio and in 
newspapers. His columns ap-
pear weekly in The Paper of 
Montgomery County. E-mail 
Dick at Wolfsie@ aol.com.

DICK WOLFSIE
Funny Bone

Supreme Court To Hold Oral Argument 
At University Of Indianapolis

The Indiana Supreme 
Court will visit the Uni-
versity of Indianapolis in 
Marion County on Tues-
day, April 11. The Court 
will hold oral argument in 
Keller J. Mellowitz v. Ball 
State University, Board 
of Trustees of Ball State 
University, and State of 
Indiana (23S-PL-60), a 
civil case concerning pan-
demic-related class action 
lawsuits.

The Court holds oral ar-
guments at the State House 
in Indianapolis and occa-
sionally schedules argu-
ments outside the capital. 
Traveling oral arguments 
allow students, press, and 
the public the opportuni-
ty to see the work of the 
Court in a venue other 
than the courtroom at the 
State House.

This argument will take 
place in the Ruth Lilly 
Performance Hall in the 
Christel DeHaan Fine Arts 

Center on the campus of 
the University of India-
napolis at 1400 E. Hanna 
Avenue, Indianapolis, 
IN 46227 at 10:00 a.m. 
(Eastern). The 40-minute 
argument is open to the 
press and public. Seating 
is on a first-come, first-
served basis. Those inter-
ested in attending will be 
required to enter through 
the main entrance on the 
circular drive at the west 
of the Christel DeHaan 
Fine Arts Center and go 
through security. Parking 
for guests is available 
in lots 1, 2, and 3 to the 
north, northwest, and west 
of the building.

Nearly 300 students 
from the following schools 
are scheduled to attend:

•Cathedral High School
•Center Grove High 

School
•Franklin Central High 

School

•Indianapolis Metropoli-
tan High School

•New Palestine High 
School

•Purdue Polytechnic 
High School

•University of Indianap-
olis

Press are welcome 
to attend in person to 
videotape/photograph the 
argument. There are rules 
to establish decorum. 
Adjustments will be made 
to account for the location. 
Press interested in attend-
ing must contact Outreach 
Coordinator Sarah Kidwell 
by Monday, April 3 at 
noon (Eastern).

The argument will be 
webcast live and archived 
on the Court’s website. 
The Performance Hall is 
accessible to those with 
disabilities, and accessi-
ble parking is available. 
Individuals needing special 
accommodations should 
contact Sarah Kidwell.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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ton and Tennah Mc-
Donald at 9 p.m. today; 
and Gwen Sunkel, Natalie 
Bainter and Kristin Carnes 
at 8 p.m. Saturday with 
$10 admission tickets at 
thebrickroom.cc.

11. Participate in  Gar-
dening 101 during a free 
program from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. March 23, and Pop-
Up Bird Seed Cakes at 4 
p.m. March 29 at Fishers 
AgriPark.

12. Ages 2-5 can partake 
in Stories & Snacks 10 
to 11 a.m. March 21 for 
“How to Catch a Lepre-
chaun,” with trail mix for 
snack; and 2 to 3 p.m. 
April 27 for “Wiggling 
Worms at Work, with 
dirt pudding, with fee and 
registration at noblesvil-
leparks.org or by calling 
317-776-6350.

13. Enjoy live music by 
the 78’s at 7 p.m. March 
24 and 31 and April 6 
at Boathouse Kitchen & 
Swan Dive in Cicero and 
March 28 at the Hotel 
Carmichael in Carmel.

14. Auditions for 
Underdog Theatre’s 
“Second Chances” will be 
at 10 a.m. on March 25 
at Green Valley Church 
of Christ, 19005 Cum-
berland Road, Nobles-
ville, for high school and 
college-age actors with 
rehearsals and perfor-
mances to take place in 
Noblesville. “Second 
Chances” follows life 
on Mars long before life 
existed on Earth. Prepare 
a monologue, complete 
an audition signup and get 
more information at under-
dogtheatre.org

15. Get your tickets for 
Hamilton County Passion 
Play “Behold the Lamb” 
on stage March 29-April 1 
at Noblesville High School 
Auditorium. Tickets are 
$1 each at https://www.
beholdthelamb.com/

16. Second Ward Vin-
tage Market is April 1 in 
the Lacey Arts Building in 
downtown Noblesville.

17. Legacy Keepers Mu-
sic’s new 2023 Classical 
Guitar series, a part of the 
Bicentennial Celebration, 
kicks off at 7 p.m. April 1 
in the Historic Courtroom 
at the Hamilton County 
Courthouse in downtown 
Noblesville. NHS 2021 
graduate, guitarist San-
tiago Baptista, will take 
the stand to give his own 
musical testimony before 
the featured artist, Joseph 

Jones, a 2020 Butler Uni-
versity Masters Guitar pro-
gram graduate. The series 
continues May 1 with Brett 
Terrell and Friends, Nov. 
4 with Nolan Winters and 
Dec. 2 with John Alvara-
do. Tickets are $20 each 
or $60 for season tickets 
for the four concerts, a 
savings of $20.

18. Board the Nick-
el Plate Express for an 
Egg-citing Easter train 
ride with the Easter bunny 
on April 1, 2, 8  leaving 
Hobbs Station at Forest 
Park Depot in Noblesville.

19. Bring Fido and sniff 
out thousands of treat-
filled Easter “Beggs” with 
treats, at 11 a.m. April 8 
at Hamilton Town Cen-
ter’s Dog Park behind 
Express.

20. Celebrate Spring at 
the Hide and Peep Egg 
Hunt and more 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. April 8 at Village 
Green in front of Dick’s 
Sporting Goods.

21. Main Street Produc-
tions and Basile Westfield 
Playhouse present “Spitfire 
Grill,” directed by Nobles-
ville’s Brenna Whitaker 
April 13-27, with tickets at 
westfieldplayhouse.org.

22. Hamilton County 
Theatre Guild’s The Belfry 
Theatre presents “Crimes 
of the Heart,” directed by 
Jen Otterman of Nobles-
ville, April 28-May 7 
at Arts for Lawrence’s 
Theater at the Fort in In-
dianapolis, with tickets at 
317-773-1085 and on sale 
soon at www.thebelfrythe-
atre.com.

23. Save the date: Board 
the Nickel Plate Express 
for the Peony Brunch 
Express at 10 a.m. April 
29 for a 90-minute ride 
with brunch by Andy’s 
Housepitality, leaving 
Hobbs Station at Forest 
Park Depot in Noblesville.

24. Save the date: 
Noblesville Chamber of 
Commerce’s “The Taste of 
Business-Made in Nobles-
ville is 4 to 7:30 p.m. May 
10 at Embassy Suites by 
Hilton in Noblesville.

25. Save the date: 
Charity Ride for American 
Veteran Riders Association 
is at 8:30 a.m. May 20 be-
ginning at the Ralph Lehr 
VFW Post 6246. 

-Betsy Reason writes about 
people, places and things in 
Hamilton County. Contact 
Betsy Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com.
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effective ways to meet 
students’ needs, enhance 
student achievement, and 
increase motivation to 
learn. Last week I was 
asked to be part of a Trans-
formEd Consulting podcast 
on the subject of founda-
tions and had the pleasure 
of being interviewed by 
David Johnson. This gave 
me the opportunity to share 
the value and impact of 
HHEF and pick up a few 
tips from another guest. 
View it here to watch the 
podcast or here to learn 
more about how HHEF 
makes a difference in our 
classrooms.

I would like to give a 
shout out to our unified 
bowling team who will 
be competing at the 2023 
Unified Bowling High 
School State Tournament 
this weekend – a first! The 
combined score of the three 
teams that competed ranked 
them at #15 in the state. 
Good luck!

This is Music in our 
Schools Month, which 
gives us an opportunity to 
celebrate the importance 
of music education in a 
child’s education. Our 
award-winning band and 
choir along with our robust 
elementary music program 
offer a diverse array of 
musical experiences in a 
supportive environment 
that fosters learning, helps 
build character, camara-
derie, and valuable life 
skills. In addition, music 
education contributes to 
a well-rounded educa-
tional experience, higher 
achievement in school, 
and improved psychologi-
cal wellbeing. Thank you 
to our incredible music 

educators, Mark Snelson 
(Band-HHHS/HHMS), 
Billy Cox (Band-HHHS/
HHMS), Jennifer Kitzmill-
er (Choir-HHHS/HHMS), 
and Morgan Dennhardt 
(Music-HHES) for pro-
viding our students with 
life-changing and far-reach-
ing musical experiences at 
Heights.

March is also Youth Art 
Month. Like math, science, 
or history, the arts are a 
way of knowing and under-
standing the world and the 
complexity of the human 
experience. Arts educa-
tion builds an appreciation 
for the arts, and provides 
students with an introduc-
tion to artistic disciplines, 
techniques, and major 
movements that serves as 
a foundation for lifelong 
engagement. Our amazing 
art educators, Taylor My-
ers (HHHS), Erin Good-
man (HHMS), and Cheri 
Trachtman (HHES), open 
the door to the unlimited 
possibilities of creative 
expression at Heights.

Through their leader-
ship, they advocate for the 
power of art and its impact 
on student achievement. 
Learning how to draw, 
paint, mold clay, or just 
appreciate the works made 
by others can help students 
become happier, healthier, 
and better people overall. 
The displays of students’ 
creativity, which can be 
found on the walls through-
out our campus, inspire, 
lift, and connect us all. 
#WeAreHuskies

-Dr. Derek Arrowood is 
the Superintendent of the 
Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation.

Data Shows Mental Health, 
Education Declines For Hoosier Kids
According to the Indiana 
Youth Institute, the kids 
are not alright.
The Hoosier State con-
tinues to lag behind its 
peers when it comes to 
child wellbeing, ranking 
28th overall – just one 
place ahead of its ranking 
last year. But it has made 
strides in reducing the 
number of foster children 
in the state.
“Just like we keep stats 
for all of our basketball 
games… we also keep 
track of the data on child 
wellbeing,” Tami Silver-
man, the president and 
CEO of Indiana Youth 
Institute said. “We’re 
driven by the understand-
ing that Indiana is a great 
place to be a kid – it 
certainly was for me. But 
it is not yet that way for 
all kids.”
The organization annually 
releases its Kids Count 
Data Book, documenting 
child well-being across 
metrics that include: fami-
ly and community, health, 
economy and education. 
Across the six editions, 
Indiana’s rank has barely 
budged.
The 2023 report detailed 
mental health challenges 
for youth, shortages of 
child care providers and 
learning barriers for Hoo-
sier kids.
Cost, access barriers to 
health care services
Whether primary care, 
dental care or mental 
health care – the vast ma-
jority of Indiana counties 
have a shortage. Half of 
parents who forego care 
told surveyors that they 
had trouble accessing an 
appointment while one-
third said cost was the 
primary concern.
Taylor Johnson, the 
policy and data advocacy 
manager for the Indiana 
Youth Institute, noted that 
even schools fell short in 
support staff.
“(Reported) ratios show 
that children in Indiana 
schools especially do 

not have access to social 
workers and psychologists 
who can provide valuable 
resources to process and 
cope with problems that 
many of our students are 
facing throughout the 
state,” Johnson said. “We 
have four-and-a-half items 
more students per psy-
chologist than the recom-
mended amount and 11 
times more students per 
social worker.”
Hoosier students reported 
increasingly high levels 
of stress, anxiety and 
depression. Yet the state, 
all of which is consid-
ered a mental health care 
desert, doesn’t have many 
resources for kids.
“We know that every 
child, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender or 
income may experience a 
variety of mental health 
issues. However, data 
does show that certain 
groups – particularly 
our Black, Hispanic and 
multiracial students – 
have poor mental health 
compared to that of their 
peers,” Johnson said. 
One in four Hoosier 
students seriously contem-
plated suicide while one 
in five made a plan. In 
total, one in nine students 
attempted suicide at some 
point in their lives.
“All of us know that these 
statistics are not simply 
percentages on a slide 
or numbers in a report 
– they represent our 
kids, our students, our 
communities,” Johnson 
said. “Many of these 
children, especially those 
who are unable to find the 
care that they need, the 
answer in their minds… is 
suicide.”
If you or someone you 
know is considering sui-
cide, please reach out to 
the National Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline at 988.
For LGBTQ youth, please 
contact The Trevor Proj-
ect by calling 1-866-488-
7386 or texting 678-678.
The numbers are even 
worse for LGBTQ youth.
For gay, lesbian or bisex-
ual youth, nearly two-

thirds had seriously con-
sidered suicide while over 
half had made a plan. One 
in five of those students 
attempted suicide.
The organization analyzed 
data from the Department 
of Health, which didn’t 
isolate suicidal ideation 
by gender identity, but 
other research shows 
that suicidal ideation and 
attempts are even higher 
among transgender youth 
– especially those whose 
households or communi-
ties aren’t affirming.
“These are wide and 
concerning gaps. It’s 
clear that many of our 
students in Indiana are 
experiencing declining 
mental health and sui-
cidal thoughts… students 
who are Black, Hispanic, 
mulitracial (or) belong to 
the LGBTQ community 
are experiencing this issue 
at much higher rates,” 
Johnson said.
Improvements for Hoosier 
youth
The report highlighted 
one area of improvement 
for Hoosiers kids: foster 
children. Since 2018, the 
number of children in fos-
ter care has decreased by 
40%, or 13,600 children. 
Bri Youn, the data and 
research manager for 
Indiana Youth Institute, 
noted that children of 
color – including Black 
and multiracial children 
– were disproportionately 
represented among foster 
youth. 
“Our work and progress 
in this area as a state 
is certainly cause for 
acknowledgement, but we 
cannot become compla-
cent in our efforts,” she 
said. “Research continues 
to show that children 
succeed when they are 
reunited with their family 
but only if the families 
have access to sufficient 
services and help to 
enable them to become 
better parents.”
Additionally, fewer 
children lived in poverty 
and fewer teen births 
occurred. The number of 
children without health 

insurance also decreased, 
as did the number of 
children living in house-
holds with employment 
instability.
What does it mean for the 
General Assembly?
Though the legislative 
session just passed the 
halfway point, Silverman 
noted her organization’s 
year-round efforts, 
offering the institute as a 
resource for drafting leg-
islation or supplementing 
their knowledge.
One area that has received 
a lot of attention this 
session is mental health, 
which senators named 
as one of their priority 
issues. Senate Bill 1 con-
tinues to advance through 
the process but doesn’t 
yet have a price tag.
“We are excited to see 
all of the focus on mental 
health. The data is very, 
very clear that our kids 
– even going into the 
pandemic – that clinical 
depression and anxiety 
were tremendous issues 
for our kids,” Silverman 
said.
When asked about child 
care, which the report 
highlighted, she empha-
sized the state’s capacity 
issues. While the current 
budget proposal expands 
the eligibility of the child 
care subsidies, advocates 
say it isn’t enough.
“We have working fam-
ilies that have to make 
tough decisions – do they 
not take a job? Do they 
step away from a job 
because of the lack of 
access?,” Silverman said. 
“We need to think about 
ways that we can provide 
more quality care for our 
kids.”

-Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as a 
501c(3) public charity. Indi-
ana Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial independence. 
Follow Indiana Capital 
Chronicle on facebook.com/
IndianaCapitalChronicle and 
twitter.com/INCapChronicle

By Whitney Downard
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana Bill Seeks To Keep Vaccination 
Records And School Transcripts Separate
A debate over Hoosier 
students’ vaccination re-
cords ensued at the Indiana 
Statehouse Wednesday 
as lawmakers weighed a 
bill that seeks to prohibit 
schools from coupling 
health and academic doc-
uments.
Current state law per-
mits schools to include a 
student’s immunization 
information with their high 
school transcript. Sen. 
Andy Zay, R-Huntington, 
maintained that doing so is 
a violation of a student’s 
privacy rights.
His bill to outlaw the 
practice was heard in the 
House Education Commit-
tee Wednesday.
“Health records should re-
main distinctly separate,” 
Zay said. “The underlying 
tone of this bill is to define 
(immunizations) as health 
considerations that are the 
privacy of the family, the 
parents and their children, 
and it should not be a part 
of the educational record.”
The bill as currently 
drafted also establishes 
new first aid guidelines 
for school emergencies, 
like providing services 
for sick or injured kids, 
and performing first aid 
procedures.
Health records should 
remain distinctly separate.
But Democrats and educa-
tion advocates had mixed 
responses.
While some called the 
immunization provision 
“unnecessary,” others 
admonished it as an issue 
of clashing “philosophies.” 
“I think you reject the con-
cept of public health and 
reject the role of the public 
schools in helping public 
health,” said Rep. Ed 
DeLaney, D-Indianapolis.
The bill remains in the 
House Education Commit-
tee. Indianapolis Repub-
lican Rep. Bob Behning, 
the committee chairman, 
said he reserves the right 
to decide what lawmakers 
will do with the bill next 
week.
Keeping health and aca-
demic records “distinctly 

separate”
Zay maintained that stu-
dents applying to college 
should not have their 
vaccination records auto-
matically sent to higher 
education institutions.
“I think (immunization re-
cords) should remain with 
the family and the individ-
uals, and if a university 
asks for those records, 
that’s between them,” Zay 
said. “I think that our chil-
dren, or anyone applying 
for admission to universi-
ty, should be accepted on 
the merits of their academ-
ic performance”
The senator added that he 
is not seeking to prohibit 
schools from having and 
implementing vaccination 
policies, but said a disclo-
sure of health records is 
more appropriate during 
the registration process, 
after a student has already 
been admitted.
Patrick Glew with the 
Indiana Immunization 
Coalition pushed back, 
noting that student vacci-
nation records fall under 
the auspices of the Family 
Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA).
Under FERPA, parents 
can already opt out of 
having their kids’ immu-
nization records enjoined 
with transcripts.
“This bill is purposeless,” 
Glew said Wednesday. 
“If we’re concerned that 
parents don’t know about 
this option, then the issue 
becomes, why don’t we 
inform them?”
Terry Spradlin, executive 
director of the Indiana 
School Boards Association 
(ISBA), opposed the bill in 
whole. 
He said school nurs-
es don’t need any new 
guidelines, citing statewide 
requirements — including 
for training — that are 
already in place.
Spradlin pointed to similar 
immunization language 
that’s already in a separate 
measure, House Bill 1635. 
That proposal, an omnibus 
education bill, is currently 
under consideration in the 
Senate Education Com-
mittee.

“This is simply a bill that’s 
not needed,” he said.
But Chris Lagoni, execu-
tive director of the Indiana 
Rural Schools Association, 
said dozens of schools 
across the state are open to 
the immunization provi-
sion.
“We don’t have a problem 
working with parents, 
changing the learning 
management systems, so 
that transcripts don’t put 
immunization records on 
there,” said Lagoni, whose 
organization represents 
153 Indiana school dis-
tricts, about half of those 
in the state.
An earlier version of Zay’s 
bill additionally intended 
to to set out new guidelines 
for school-based health 
clinics, including a re-
quirement for such centers 
to inform parents “every 
step of the way,” above 
and beyond the regular 
duties of a school nurse, 
about services or treat-
ments provided to students 
in those settings.
That language was re-
moved in the Senate, but 
Zay is seeking to bring it 
back in the House.
“As parents, would you 
ever drop your child off 
at a doctor’s office and 
say, ‘Oh, we’ll come back 
and get you later?’ No, 
you wouldn’t,” Zay said 
Wednesday while discuss-
ing a potential amendment 
to the bill that would 
require school-based health 
centers to obtain parental 
consent before providing 
care to minor students. 
“We don’t want these clin-
ics offering any services 
of any sort without the 
parents knowing.”
Other bills on the move
Meanwhile, a bill to re-
quire Indiana’s high school 
seniors to file the Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) 
advanced 11-1 from the 
House Education Commit-
tee after lawmakers adopt-
ed an amendment to sunset 
the provisions in 2033.
Rep. Jake Teshka, R-South 
Bend, said that prompts 
legislators to revisit the 
FAFSA requirements later 

to determine if it’s “work-
ing” or no longer needed.
The FAFSA mandate 
has been proposed at the 
Indiana Statehouse the 
last several years but has 
yet to make it across the 
finish line. Only 36% of 
Indiana’s 2023 high school 
graduates have complet-
ed a FAFSA form as of 
March 9, according to the 
Indiana Commission for 
Higher Education (CHE).
Another bill to increase 
students’ access to college 
and university transcripts 
also passed out of the ed-
ucation committee and to 
the full House chamber.
A measure to bring the 
Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library program to the 
entire state passed out of 
the committee, too.
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s 
budget proposed $4.1 
million to implement the 
program, which provides 
every child up to age 5 
with one book each month. 
It wasn’t included in the 
House-approved budget, 
however. Negotiations 
over the state’s next two-
year spending plan are 
ongoing.
In the Senate Education 
Committee on Wednesday, 
a bill that would auto-
matically enroll eligible 
Hoosier students into the 
21st Century Scholars Pro-
gram — a statewide grant 
program that funds lower 
income student attendance 
at two- and four-year 
schools — advanced to the 
Appropriations Commit-
tee.
Senators also advanced a 
proposal to provide grants 
to eligible Indiana schools 
and robotics teams. That 
bill also heads to the Ap-
propriations Committee. 

-Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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BBB Risk Report: Employment Scams 
Climbed To Second Riskiest In 2022

Employment scams are now 
the second riskiest, according 
to a new report from the Bet-
ter Business Bureau. Employ-
ment scam reports submitted 
to BBB Scam Tracker ℠ were 
up 23.1 percent from 2021 to 
2022.  

The median dollar loss of 
$1,500 for employment scams 
is significantly higher than the 
overall median dollar loss of 
$171 for all scam types.  

“Employment scams, which 
peaked at #1 on our list in 
2019, are seeing a resur-
gence,” said Melissa Lan-
ning Trumpower, executive 
director of the BBB Institute 
for Marketplace Trust, which 
produced the 2022 BBB Scam 
Tracker Risk Report. “This 
is a high-touch scam in which 
perpetrators spend more time 
with their targets in the hope 
of stealing more money from 
each target. Employment 
scams tied for the highest 
median dollar loss of all scam 
types. Home improvement 
scams, #4 on our list of risk-
iest scams, also had a median 
dollar loss of $1,500.” 

The Indiana Department 
of Workforce Development 
(DWD) was the 11th most 
impersonated entity alongside 
major corporations such as 
Amazon, Microsoft, PayPal 
and Facebook. Last year, 
BBB Central Indiana issued a 
warning about a scam making 
its rounds of con artists posing 
as DWD to prey on unsus-
pecting individuals.  

“To be listed as one of the 
top impersonated organiza-
tions last year goes to show 
its prevalence,” stated BBB 
Central Indiana President and 
CEO, Cathy Armour. “Scam-

mers made up a program 
called ‘Back2Work.’ They 
send a text message claiming 
people could expect a con-
siderable amount of money 
through a direct deposit by 
clicking the provided link.”

It can be difficult to trace 
who’s behind this phishing 
scheme which tries to lure 
people into giving personally 
or financially sensitive infor-
mation. However, one thing 
that’s for certain is the DWD 
will not ask to verify informa-
tion through text messages.  

Online purchase (shopping) 
scams remained the #1 riskiest 
scam type in 2022.  

Cryptocurrency scams 
dropped in 2022, from second 
to third riskiest because of 
a decline in reported scams, 
susceptibility (the percentage 
of those who lose money 
when exposed to a scam), and 
median dollar loss. Romance 
scams reappeared on the list 
this year, rising from #14 in 
2021 to #7 in 2022 because of 
an increase in reports and a 
higher median dollar loss.  

Key findings of the report 
include:  

• More people reported 
losing money when targeted 
by a website, social media, 
or email than other contact 
methods. 

• Those who were target-
ed in person reported losing 
the largest amount of money 
($715), followed by text mes-
sage ($579) and phone ($550). 

• Text message scams in-
creased 39.6 percent, up from 
12.7 percent in 2022. 

• Scams perpetrated online 
were more likely to result in 
a monetary loss, compared 
with scams being targeted by 

phone or in person. 
• Credit cards remained 

the most reported payment 
method with a monetary loss, 
followed by online payment 
systems. 

• The payment methods 
with the highest median 
dollar loss were wire transfer 
($2,700), check ($1,277), and 
cryptocurrency ($1,135). 

• The riskiest scam type 
varied among age groups, 
with employment scams land-
ing as the #1 riskiest for ages 
18 to 34. 

• Online purchase scams 
were again the #1 riskiest for 
ages 35 to 64. Home im-
provement scams were the #1 
riskiest for ages 65+. 

• Military consumers 
(active-duty military, spous-
es, and veterans) reported 
significantly higher median 
financial losses ($238) than 
non-military consumers 
($163). Active-duty military 
reported losing significant-
ly more money ($490) than 
military spouses ($248) and 
veterans ($200). 

The most impersonated 
organizations reported to BBB 
Scam Tracker in 2022:  

• Amazon  
• Geek Squad  
• Publishers Clearing House  
• U.S. Postal Service 

Norton  
RESOURCES 
For more highlights 

from the 2022 BBB Scam 
Tracker Risk Report, visit 
BBBMarketplaceTrust.org/
RiskReport.  

Go to BBB.org/ScamTrack-
er to report a scam, learn 
more about other risky scams 
on BBB.org/ScamTips and 
visit our news feed.  

State Sending Business 
Delegation To Asia

Indiana Secretary of Com-
merce Brad Chambers will lead 
an economic development trip 
to Japan and the Republic of 
Korea. They are scheduled to 
arrive in Tokyo today and de-
parting Seoul Friday. In Asia, 
the Secretary will showcase 
Indiana’s battery and electric 
vehicle industries at the Inter-
Battery Conference in Seoul 
and will target strategic growth 
in high-tech industries, includ-
ing semiconductors and life 
sciences, that are vital to the 
economy of the future. 

“Indiana’s economy is robust 
and continues to gain momen-
tum as a high-tech, future-fo-
cused global leader,” Chambers 
said. “Indiana is pursuing 
strategic growth in critical 
sectors that will be central to to-
morrow’s economy. As one of 
eight states invited to participate 
in Korea’s top battery sum-
mit, Indiana innovation will be 
taking center stage, bolstering 
our growing battery and electric 
vehicle supply chain for years 
to come.” 

In Japan, Chambers will 
meet with government officials, 
including leadership of the U.S. 
Embassy in Japan, to discuss 
the strong and long-lasting ties 
between Indiana and Japan. The 
Secretary will also meet with 
business prospects and leaders 
of Japanese businesses with 
Indiana operations in Tokyo and 
Nagoya to discuss continued 
collaboration and opportunities 
to accelerate the future of mo-
bility in Indiana. 

On Wednesday, the Secre-
tary will travel to South Korea, 
leading an Indiana delegation 
to Seoul to participate in the 
InterBattery Conference – Ko-
rea’s leading battery exhibition 
showcasing various new prod-
ucts and technologies related to 
the battery industry. Indiana, 
which will exhibit at the event 
for the first time, was one of 
eight states invited by the U.S. 
Embassy in Seoul to be part of 
the conference’s U.S. pavilion. 

The state, which will be 

joined by Dave Roberts, CEO 
of the Applied Research In-
stitute, and Ben Wrightsman, 
CEO of the Battery Innovation 
Center, will showcase Indiana’s 
leadership in energy storage, 
electrification, electric vehi-
cles and the industry’s supply 
chain, targeting new business 
prospects and investment op-
portunities. At the conference, 
Chambers and the delegation 
will visit with industry part-
ners, including Samsung SDI, 
which recently announced a 
new joint venture with Stellan-
tis to establish a gigafactory in 
Kokomo; network with South 
Korea-based and global leaders 
in batteries and electric vehi-
cles at conference events; and 
present to industry leaders at a 
seminar led by the U.S. Em-
bassy in Korea, highlighting the 
many competitive advantages of 
doing business in Indiana. 

While in Seoul, the Secre-
tary will also work to advance 
industry partnerships and 
momentum in future-focused 
sectors such as semiconductors 
and life sciences, meeting with 
businesses interested in invest-
ing in the U.S. and hosting a 
Friends of Indiana reception to 
celebrate the growing relation-
ship between Indiana and South 
Korea. 

Indiana is home to more than 
1,050 foreign-owned business 
establishments, representing 
more than 40 countries and 
territories – including more than 
300 from Japan and 12 from 
South Korea. Among all U.S. 
states, Indiana has the largest 
amount of Japanese investment 
per capita. This trip marks Sec. 
Chambers’ second trip to Korea 
and first trip to Japan as Indiana 
Secretary of Commerce. 

In 2022, 32 foreign-owned 
businesses committed to lo-
cating or growing in Indiana. 
Together, these firms plan to 
invest $7.25 billion in Indiana, 
accounting for 33% of total 
capital investments committed 
in 2022 and creating more than 
6,400 new jobs.

State Parks Director Honored
Terry Coleman, director 

of Indiana State Parks, was 
recently presented with the 
Great Lakes Park Training 
Institute’s  highest honor, the 
Lawson Award.

Named for Richard Lawson, 
a longtime GLPTI chair, the 
award is presented annually to 
individuals who have exempli-
fied continued and significant 
contributions in the park and 
recreation profession/commu-
nity for an extended time.

A long-term GLPTI attend-
ee, Coleman has dedicated his 
career to serving the public 
through parks in the Great 
Lakes region. His career with 
state parks began humbly in 
1980, cleaning vault toilets at 

Pokagon State Park. During 
the next 40 years, he served 
in many other roles in Indiana 
State Parks, from maintenance 
worker, to assistant property 
manager, to property manag-
er, to north region manager. 

Coleman also served the 
Great Lakes region from 2012 
to 2014 at Ohio State Parks 
before returning to the Hoo-
sier state to serve as deputy 
director of Indiana State 
Parks. In 2020, he was named 
director.

Indiana State Parks have 
thrived during his tenure as 
director, posting record visi-
tation and revenue, as well as 
receiving critical, multi-mil-
lion dollar investments from 

the state to address deferred 
maintenance needs and fund 
capital improvements. 

“We have such an important 
mission in caring for the most 
special and treasured natural, 
cultural and recreational re-
sources of our state,” Cole-
man said.   

GLPTI, which began in 
1947, is coordinated by the 
Eppley Institute for Parks 
and Public Lands at Indiana 
University. It is an annu-
al conference that explores 
current issues and techniques 
in parks, provides networking 
opportunities, and recognizes 
outstanding projects and in-
dividuals at its annual awards 
dinner.
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Hammer Questions The New Battlefield
I was reading a story about 

this plan to forgive college 
student loan debt. It made me 
think of the day I made my 
last college loan payment – 
and how absolutely drunk I 
got that night. Paying off that 
boat anchor was like the 4th of 
July, Christmas and VE Day 
all rolled into one! I also was 
recalling how hungover I was 
after the big celebration. Even 
my hair hurt. The agony was 
so bad that just thinking about 
it now made the pain seem a 
little too real all over again.

I guess I was more lost in 
thought than I realized because 
I about jumped out of my seat 
when I realized a really, really 
large shadow was in my door, 
taking up the whole door 
frame. Sure enough, the huge 
shadow was John Hammer, an 
old friend I hadn’t seen in a 
quite a while.

“How closely are you 
following all this news out of 
China,” he asked in that deep, 
gravelly voice of his.

“Well, hey to you too 

John,” I said, trying to catch 
my breath. “It’s been, what, 
a year or so since you stopped 
by?”

If you don’t know the man 
called the Hammer, he’s as 
hard as tempered steel and 
has a neck that’s as red as a 
fire engine but a heart that 
bleeds pure American. He’s 
bigger than a tree house and 
his hands are as big as catcher 
mitts. And somehow, despite 
his size, he moves with the 

stealth of a cat.
“Look, Timmons, I’m not 

one much for conspiracy 
theories, but this China stuff 
is getting a little weird.”

“How’s that, John?”
“OK, everyone knows about 

the spy balloon thing – and in 
fact, a lot of people laughed 
that off,” he said. “Everyone 
said that there wasn’t anything 
that balloon could see that 
satellites didn’t already have 
their eyes on. But tell me this, 
what about the reports that 
said it could collect cell phone 
data?”

“Look John, I seriously 
doubt that China needs a bal-
loon to do that.”

“Maybe, maybe not,” he 
said. “But we know that 
a balloon can spend a lot 
more time over a specific 
space – like this one did over 
the 341st Missile Wing in 
Montana. And did you know 
Timmons that an article in 
PLA Daily called the altitude 
where that balloon was the 
“new battlefield?”

“John, what’s the PLA 
Daily?” I asked.

“The PLA is the People’s 
Liberation Army.”

I stared.
“It’s like our armed forces, 

Timmons. It’s their army, 
navy, air force, space force 
and everything. Don’t you 
keep up on this stuff?”

Apparently not.
“You know me, Timmons. 

I’m not some nut wearing alu-
minum foil hats. But back in 
the 1940s, we had some pretty 
big clues that Japan was going 
to attack us. I’m not saying 
China is, but we do know 
they’ve been building up their 
nuclear arsenal. We know that 
Taiwan could be a big issue. 
We know that the head gener-
al of our Air Mobility Com-
mand wrote a memo saying 
we’d be in a war with China 
by 2025. We know-”

“Hang on there, John,” I 
jumped in. “What about being 
in a war? Who said that?”

“It’s a four-star gener-
al named Mike Minihan,” 

Hammer said. “Timmons, I 
thought you were in the news 
business?”

I had nothing.
“I’ll tell you this, Timmons. 

I don’t know what I don’t 
know. But you got all that, 
plus what’s pretty much been 
confirmed about COVID-19 
starting in a lab over there 
and you got both the U.S. 
and China doing some saber 
rattling . . . Add to that the 
weakest administration we’ve 
had in Washington in a long 
time and it just feels a little 
like things are starting to build 
up. I hope I’m worrying about 
nothing. I hope I’m wrong.”

With that Hammer left as 
quietly as he came and that 
old hangover really was feel-
ing a bit too real again.

Two cents, which is about how 
much Timmons said his columns 
are worth, appears periodically 
on Wednesdays in The Paper. 
Timmons is the publisher of The 
Paper and can be contacted at 
ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com.

TIM TIMMONS
Two Cents

A Sweet High School Romance In 1942 . . .

I was looking through a stack 
of old family photos a few 
years ago, and I came across a 
small photo of my Dad when 
he was a senior at Darlington 
High School in 1942. He was 
standing in front of his old 
homeplace, and his arm was 
around a pretty gal standing 
next to him. It was not my 
mother, but instead a girl who 
I recognized as one of Dad's 
classmates. Her name was Hel-
en Louise, and it was obvious 
that they must have been a 
couple at that time. Since my 
father and mother passed away 
several years ago, I showed 
my aunt the photo. "Yes, your 
Dad dated Helen all through 
high school...They were quite 
the couple." I then inquired, 
"Well, what happened...why 
didn't they get married?" I 
knew that Dad had entered the 
Army right after high school, 
had fought in Europe during 
World War II, and ended his 
military service in 1945. My 
aunt, who was an 8th grade 

student in 1942 and graduated 
in 1946, had no idea why the 
romance had ended.

I decided to get on the In-
ternet and do a little research. 
Helen Louise passed away in 
2012. She had married another 
fellow in October of 1945, and 
they were married for 58 years 
before he passed away in 2003. 
They lived in the Rochester-Pe-
ru, Indiana area and were the 
parents of ten children. I con-
sidered contacting one of their 
children to see if Helen had 
ever spoken about her romance 
with my Dad, but then decided 
otherwise. I know that many 
soldiers receive "Dear John" 

letters from their girlfriends 
during war, as a long absence 
takes a toll on a relationship, 
but in this instance I will likely 
never know what happened. 
Dad married my mother in 
1947 and they became the par-
ents of five kids...myself being 
the firstborn in 1948, and they 
were married 44 years before 
his passing in 1991 at the age 
of 66...Mom passing away in 
2002 at the age of 78.

In many of the Darlington 
school yearbooks there are 
photos of high school sweet-
hearts. In looking through 
these, I was amazed at how 
many couples did marry...and 

are still married today! With 
the smalltown schools, I be-
lieve this was quite common in 
the old days. My wife and I are 
one example...engaged at age 
17, married at 18...and soon 
to be married 57 years this 
fall. But in today's world only 
2% of high school sweethearts 
marry, according to recent sta-
tistics. The divorce rate today 
is also much higher, but that's 
another story about how times 
have changed. Many Darling-
ton sweetheart couples found 
their "true love" in junior high 
and high school. And there is 
one couple I know who fell for 
each other in the first grade 
and were a great twosome all 
of their life together!

Yes, there were several high 
school romances that did not 
last after graduation. Often 
"first love" or "young love" 
is not mature enough to last 
more than a few years, not 
to mention a lifetime. When 
couples go off to college, 
enter the workplace...or one 
partner enters military service, 
relationships can abruptly end. 
Sometimes it may have been an 
unkind word, silly quarrel, or 
misunderstanding that caused 
the relationship to end. I have 
also seen a few high school 
sweethearts wed, and then 
grow miserable together after a 
few years...but stick with their 
wedding vows of "till death do 
you part" or remain married 
for the sake of the children. 
There are also a few people 
who marry someone else after 
the high school break-up, but 
deep down are still in love with 

their teenage sweetheart. Then 
there is the example of a man 
and woman who were meant to 
be soulmates, who would have 
been a happily wedded couple, 
but never met until later in life 
after they had married someone 
else. On a few occasions, I 
have witnessed someone who 
got divorced, or whose spouse 
passed away...marry a person 
they dated in high school...re-
kindling their teenage romance. 
That situation makes for an 
interesting story!

Perhaps some day I will find 
out why Dad's high school 
romance with Helen Louise 
ended. My folks raised us 
five kids and spent forty-four 
years together. Yes, they had 
their ups and downs, argued 
on occasion, and had some 
disagreements, like any mar-
ried couple. But they stuck 
together and were in love to 
the very end. And I'm certain 
that Helen had a happy, loving 
marriage, too. And that's all 
that matters in the end. As poet 
Harriet Monroe wrote...

"Good-bye...no, do not 
grieve that it is over, the 
perfect hour; That the winged 
joy, sweet honey-loving rover, 
flits from the flower. Grieve 
not...it is the law. Love will be 
flying--Yes, love and all. Glad 
was the living--Blessed be the 
dying. Let the leaves fall."

John "Butch" Dale is a retired 
teacher and County Sheriff. He 
has also been the librarian at 
Darlington the past 32 years, and 
is a well-known artist and author 
of local history.

BUTCH DALE
Columnist
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