
It’s time to get out your 
Easter baskets and get ready for 
some local Easter Egg hunts and 

Easter happenings.

Here are 16 Easter happen-
ings to put on your calendar:

1. The first hunt of the season 
is the annual Community Easter 
Egg Hunt at 6 p.m. Monday at 
the Hamilton County 4-H Fair-
grounds in Noblesville.

We used to attend the Egg 
Hunt every year until our 
daughter aged out of the event. 
Ages 8 and younger are invit-
ed to hunt for eggs filled with 
candy and prizes each year at 
this Hunt put on by Hamilton 
County 4-H Junior Leaders of 
which our daughter is now a 
part of.

Participants are asked to bring 
their own baskets for the egg 

hunts: ages 0-2 at 6:05 p.m., 
ages 3-5 at 6:10 p.m. and ages 
6-8 at 6:15 p.m. Farm animals 
will be available for petting and 
photos.

2. Enjoy brunch and an Easter 
Egg Hunt with the Easter Bunny 
beginning at 10 am. March 25 
at St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church in Carmel.

3. Get your tickets for 
Hamilton County Passion Play 
“Behold the Lamb” on stage 
March 29-April 1 at Noblesville 
High School Auditorium. Tick-
ets are $1 each at https://www.
beholdthelamb.com/

4. Put on your running shoes 
and head for Forest Park for the 
return of the free Easter Egg 
Hunt activities that begin at 10 

a.m. April 1, with the hunt at 
11 a.m., sponsored by No-
blesville Parks and Recreation 
Department and Hare Chevrolet. 
Activities at Shelter 5 include 
bounce houses, a DJ, and vehi-
cle tours from the Noblesville 
Fire Department and Noblesville 
Police Department. The Easter 
Bunny also will make a spe-
cial appearance. The egg hunt 

Craft fairs are an excellent 
place for artisans and small 
business owners to sell their 
wares, but vendors should be 
cautious when dealing with 
unfamiliar "organizers." BBB 
Scam Tracker has gotten reports 
of scammers posing as craft fair 
planners who trick vendors out 
of money and personal informa-
tion. 

How the scam works 
You see a local craft fair ad 

on social media, a physical fly-
er, or an internet search. When 
you contact the event organiz-
er, they give you basic details 
about the fair and ask if you are 
interested in participating. If 
you are, they may ask you to fill 
out an application and pay the 
vendor fee. BBB Scam Track-

More Americans than ever 
are growing older and healthier 
these days. Consider the fact 
that on average we were lucky 
if we lived past 47 years of age 
at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury. Yet nowadays most men 
and women in the U.S. can look 
forward to celebrating birthdays 
well into their 70s. In fact, the 
New England Centenarian Study 
at Boston University tells us that 
the numbers of us who make it 
past our 100th birthday have just 
about doubled over the past two 
decades. 

To be sure, the covid pan-
demic has taken its toll, causing 
an increased mortality rate in 
general among the elderly as 
well as a time out when it comes 
to expanded life spans. Not 
long ago, the Washington Post 
reported that “unlike flu, which 
impacts both the very young and 

the very old, the coronavirus ap-
pears to put mostly older people 
at higher risk of severe disease 
and death.” 

Going forward the question 
is, will life expectancy in the 
U.S. resume its growth in the 
future. It most likely will, say 
the experts. But it is not because 
medical science is on a quest 
for immortality; rather, the 
goal is to alleviate the illnesses 
that come with aging. As the 
website, Lifespan.io, put it: 
“The immune system keeps us 
safe from the constant invasion 
of viruses, bacteria, and other 
pathogens, helping us to stay 
healthy and free from diseases. 
However, the immune system 
begins to break down as we get 
older and we become ever-more 
vulnerable to diseases and in-
fections. To solve this problem, 

Dear Rusty: I will be 67 next 
month and reached my full 
retirement age in July 2022. 
My wife and I are discussing 
whether we should take Social 
Security now or wait until we 
are age 70 to get a higher bene-
fit. I remember reading that you 
can start Social Security and, if 
not needed, pay it back within 
a year and then “reset” to get a 
higher benefit by waiting longer. 
Please describe the steps of this 
process to take now and repay 
the year’s benefits if we do not 
need them. Signed: Uncertain

Dear Uncertain: Well, to ex-
ercise the so-called “do over op-
tion” (which is essentially with-
drawing your application for 
benefits), you need to contact 
Social Security (1.800.772.1213 

or your local SS field office) 
and request that your application 
for benefits be withdrawn. You 
can also download and com-
plete form SSA-521 and deliver 
the same to your local Social 
Security office. You can get that 
form at this link: www.ssa.gov/
forms/ssa-521.pdf.

This “do-over option” is only 
available within 12 months 
of the date you submit your 

application and can only be done 
once in your lifetime. If you use 
it, you will be required to repay 
Social Security for all payments 
made on your behalf, including 
not only your monthly payments 
but also any income taxes you 
had withheld, and any Medicare 
premiums which were withheld 
from your monthly payments 
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And Another Few Things...

1. Trashy Behavior
Some Hoosiers are just plain trashy. 

According to a survey from the 
good folks at PestDude.com, 3,000 
people were polled and 13 percent 
of Hoosiers admit to illegal dumping. 
Food waste is the most common item, 
but the list includes old furniture, 
mattresses and all sorts of blights on 
our beautiful countryside. Who's the 
worst? PestDude says a whopping 
38 percent of Montanans admit to 
illegal dumping at some point. The 
most community conscious are those 
from Colorado, where only 4 percent 
admit to having illegally dumped. Want 
to see how the whole country rates? 
Go to http://pestdude.com/illegal-
dumping-in-america/

2. LANE 
RESTRICTIONS

Please be advised, beginning on 
or after Monday, March 20, Florida 
Road between 104th Street and 113th 
Street will be under lane restrictions 
for tree clearing work. The estimated 
project completion date is Friday, 
March 24. Lane restrictions will be 
in place daily from the hours of 8am 
thru 4pm. Flaggers will be in place 
throughout this process, but we ask 
that you use extreme caution while 
driving through this area. 

3. Spartz: Farmers 
Raising Inflation 
and Food Security 
Concerns

This week, Rep. Victoria Spartz 
(R-Ind.) toured all six counties in 
Indiana's Fifth Congressional District 
meeting with Delaware, Grant, 
Hamilton, Howard, Madison, and 
Tipton county farmers as part of her 
2023 Farm Bill listening tour. Every five 
years, Congress votes to reauthorize 
the Farm Bill.

The following are some of the key 
concerns raised during the tour:

•Inflation, lack of energy policies, 
and high input cost;

•Revised definition of 'the Waters 
of the United States' by the Biden 
Administration;

•Unreasonable obstacles to repair 
equipment imposed by manufacturers;

•Infringements on private property 
rights; and

•Weak foreign policies and lack of 
enforcement of trade agreements with 
Mexico and Brazil.

 TODAY’S VERSE
Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good, 

a strong hold in the day of 
trouble; and He knoweth 

them that trust in Him.

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes London Bramer 
smile? “When somebody takes my 
picture,” and “when Daddy does 
something funny,” said the then 
7-year-old Fishers resident, a then 
homeschooled first-grader. Today's 
feature is a look back at one of The 
Times' previous Faces of Hamilton 
County. She was found in 2019 
hunting Easter eggs at the Hamilton 
County 4-H Junior Leaders’ Com-
munity Easter Egg Hunt at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds in Noblesville. Most fun 
about hunting eggs? “Getting them,” 
she said. London is the daughter of 
Greg and Lorene Bramer and has 
an older brother, Nick. London said 
she plays the piano and had taken 
lessons for two years. Favorite song 
to play? “I think I like them all.” 
She was also taking gymnastics 
and ballet. Favorite food? “Maca-
roni and cheese.” Favorite Disney 
characters? “Mickey and Minnie.” 
Favorite animals? “Cheetahs, 
kangaroos, cats and dogs.” Any pets 
of her own? “A cat, Dinah, and a 
(Miki-breed) dog, Ariel.” Last movie 
she watched? “Dumbo.” Plans for 
summer break? “Swimming.” This 
year’s 4-H Junior Leaders Communi-
ty Easter Egg Hunt will be at 6 p.m. 
March 20 at the 4-H Fairgrounds in 
Noblesville. For more Easter hap-
penings, read today’s Betsy Reason 
column in The Times.

People who call our community their own.

 INSIDE TODAY
Capital Chronicle...............A4,A5
Service Directory....................A4
In The Home............................A6

The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
WILLIAM and DONNA CLARK
for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
Happy birthday to my favorite 

reader ever!

Grandma’s advice not to put any-
thing smaller than your elbow in your 

ear was right – that includes Q-tips.
Today’s health tip was brought 

to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 
to catch his column each week 
in The Times and online at www.

thetimes24-7.com

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“Forever and a day.”

-Anonymous

 TODAY’S JOKE
Why’d the chicken cross the road?
To prove to the opossum it could be done!

 OBITUARIES
None

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:49 a.m.
SET: 7:54 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
HIGH: 31 °F
LOW: 21 °F

Today is...
• Awkward Moments 

Day
• Maple Syrup Day
• National Corn Dog 

Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1892 Lord Stanley 
of Preston pledges to 

donate a challenge cup 
for the best ice hockey 

team in Canada. Today, 
the Stanley Cup is the 

world's most prestigious 
ice hockey trophy.

• 1965 Russian cosmo-
naut Aleksei Leonov 

becomes the first person 
to walk in space. During 
the tethered spacewalk, 
which lasted 12 minutes. 

• 1990 East Germany 
holds its first and only 
free parliamentary elec-
tions. The election was 

held between the peaceful 
revolution leading to the 
demise of the German 

Democratic Republic in 
1989 and the German 
reunification in 1990.

Births On This Day
• 1837 Grover Cleveland
American lawyer, poli-
tician, 22nd President of 

the United States
• 1932 John Updike

American author, poet, 
critic

Deaths On This Day
• 978 Edward the Martyr

English king
• 1745 Robert Walpole

English politician, Prime 
Minister of the United 

Kingdom

ASK Rusty
Social Security Advisor 

Social Security Matters
This article is intended for information purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email 
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Boomer Bits

See RUSTY Page A5

See JOHN Page A5 See BBB Page A5

By John Grimaldi

Ask Rusty – How Do I Withdraw My 
Application for Social Security?

It’s Not About Growing Old; 
It’s About How You Grow Old

BBB Scam Alert: 
Think Twice Before 
Filling Out Craft 
Fair Applications

Find 16 Ways To Have Easter Fun

BETSY REASON
Columnist

See BETSY Page A5



TIMESThe

Hamilton County’s Own Daily Newspaper

54 N. 9th St.  Noblesville, IN 46060
main: 317-773-9960  fax: 317-770-9376

www.thetimes24-7.com  
twitter: @TheTimes_News @TheTimesSports

PAGE TWO  WEEKEND, MARCH 18-19, 2023

Photo provided by CCPR
New playground equipment along the River Heritage 
Park nature trails.

Photo provided CCPR
One of two new White River overlooks to enjoy nature 
and relax along the trails.

CCPR To Hold River Heritage Park Rededication 
Ceremony In Honor Of Disability Awareness Month

A rededication ceremony 
will be held on Monday, 
March 27 from 5-6 p.m. 
at River Heritage Park, 
11813 River Road, to cele-
brate the newly reimagined 
park. Carmel Clay Parks 
& Recreation (CCPR) 
looks forward to commem-
orating the park’s focus on 
inclusive and accessible 
play during Disability 
Awareness Month.

The rededication will 
include brief remarks from 
community leaders and a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

An American Sign Lan-
guage interpreter will be 
present, and the event will 
be live streamed on the 
CCPR Facebook page.

Attendees will have an 
opportunity to tour the 
park’s innovative features, 
including new playgrounds 
for everyone, accessi-
ble trails, White River 
overlooks, and an updated 
shelter.

In June 2001, River 
Heritage Park was dedicat-
ed as “Everyone’s Play-
ground,” where children 

of all abilities could play. 
This park sparked CCPR’s 
focus on making accessible 
play the standard for all 
parks. Universal Design, 
which ensures spaces are 
intentionally designed for 
accessibility and used to 
the greatest extent possi-
ble by all people, is now 
a guiding force for all 
CCPR projects. When the 
River Heritage Park was 
reimagined in 2022, CCPR 
renewed the park’s focus 
on accessible play.

“River Heritage Park 

was CCPR’s first acces-
sible playground,” shared 
CCPR Director Michael 
Klitzing. “The once first-
of-its-kind park helped 
define the department’s 
mission to be an inclusive, 
innovative steward of 
the community. During 
the planning process, we 
prioritized expanding the 
park’s focus on accessibil-
ity.”

Renovations were made 
possible by the Clay 
Township Impact Pro-
gram.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Graphic provided by Hamilton East Public Library
The Noblesville Library is nearing completion 
of Phase 1 renovations, which means our main 
entrance is set to reopen. While we’ve remained 
open throughout renovations, we’re very excited 
to share these new updates, including: improved 
traffic flow and expanded parking, increased 
access to green spaces, outdoor amenities for 
all ages, plus an updated front façade, meeting 
rooms, and lobby.

Noblesville And Carmel 
Lions Assist Gleaners

Photo courtesy of Noblesville Lions
On Thursday, March 16th, Noblesville and Car-
mel Lions helped Gleaners pass out food to the 
needy at Sheridan 6 Points Church. The group 
braved the rain and passed out a lot of food.

(Left to Right) Carmel Lions Bob Yunker, Lane 
Sims, Matt Best, Bill Ryan and Noblesville Lions 
Ron Williamson, Steve Shaw, Jeff Kozicki, Joe 
Connerley, and Jerry Baker

The Pursuit Institute Adds Deputy Director
Kurt Cantlon recently 

joined The Pursuit Institute 
as deputy director. The 
Pursuit Institue is currently 
a program of Invest Ham-
ilton County (Hamilton 
County Economic De-
velopment Corporation). 
Cantlon brings a level of 
experience to The Pursuit 
Institute that will further 
enable innovation and col-
laboration to drive career 
and technical education in 
Hamilton County. Kurt 
will work directly with 
school districts to ensure 
alignment of educational 
pathways while guiding 
and supporting the expan-
sion of CTE for students 
across the entire county.

Before joining The 
Pursuit Insititute, Kurt 
worked in Career and 
Technical Education as the 
Director for Wildcat Creek 

Career Cooperative. Over 
the course of his career, 
Kurt has worked with 
youth from all different 
situations and backgrounds 
throughout Central Indi-
ana. He started his career 
as a probation officer and 
worked in mental health 
before becoming a school 
counselor. He has worked 
in education for the past 14 
years as a counselor and 
administrator.

“I am thrilled to return 
to work with the youth of 
Hamilton County, a place 
that I grew up and con-
tinue to raise my family. 
Career and Technical 
Education has become a 
true passion of mine in my 
years as a school counsel-
or and leading a Career 
and Technical Education 
District in another part of 
the state. Carrie Lively has 

done an amazing job get-
ting The Pursuit Institute 
off the ground and ready 
to serve students. I am 
excited to join her to con-
tinue to innovate and build 
Career and Technical Edu-
cation for the benefit of the 
students and employers of 
Hamilton County,” stated 
Cantlon.

Kurt has worked to 
expand programming 
options for students, build 
partnerships with indus-
try, and provide students 
opportunities to gain hands 
on experiences in career 
fields of interest. He has 
worked, both as a counsel-
or and administrator, with 
students to encourage be-
ing intentional and active 
participants in planning 
for their future through the 
courses and experiences 
that they select.

Kurt is a graduate of 
Westfield High School 
and lives in Hamilton 
County with his wife and 
2 boys. He received his 
undergraduate degree 
from Hanover College. He 
holds a master’s degree in 
counseling and counselor 
education from IUPUI and 
he completed his Adminis-
tration License coursework 
through Purdue Univer-
sity.

KURT CANTLON

The Times archive photo by Betsy Reason
Kids hunt for Easter eggs during a previous free Easter Egg Hunt annually offered by Noblesville Parks & Rec-
reation Department and Hare Chevrolet with this year’s egg hunt at 11 a.m. April 1 with activities beginning at 
10 a.m. at Forest Park in Noblesville.

Noblesville Annual Easter Egg Hunt
The Noblesville Parks 

and Recreation Depart-
ment and Hare Chevrolet 
are egg-cited to announce 
the return of the free 
Easter Egg Hunt on Sat-
urday, April 1 at Forest 
Park. The festivities will 
be held at Shelter 5 and 
begin at 10 a.m., with 
the egg hunt starting 
promptly at 11 a.m.

Activities at Shelter 5 
include bounce houses, 
a DJ, and vehicle tours 
from the Noblesville Fire 
Department and Nobles-
ville Police Department. 
The Easter Bunny also 
will make a special ap-
pearance at the event.

The Egg Hunt includes 
three age groups for 
children 3-10 years old 

(3-4, 5-6 and 7-10). Chil-
dren ages 2 and younger 
are invited to stop by the 
Parks and Recreation 
tent, where toddler-relat-
ed activity bags will be 
handed out to the first 50 
kids.

No registration is re-
quired to participate.

Prior to the event, the 
Noblesville Kiwanis Sun-

risers will host a pancake 
breakfast in conjunction 
with the Easter Egg Hunt 
at the Forest Park Inn 
from 8 to 10:30 a.m. 
The menu will consist of 
pancakes, sausage, juice, 
coffee and milk. There 
is a $5 charge for the 
breakfast and all pro-
ceeds will go to a local 
charity.

TheTimes24-7.com

thetimes
find it here!

THE TIMES
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Photos courtesy of Noblesville Community Gardens

Noblesville Community Garden Returns To SW Quadrant In Downtown Noblesville
A newly-energized 

group of volunteers is 
eager to provide fresh 
fruits, vegetables and 
herbs to area residents 
and neighborhood 
families this summer. 
Two community call-out 
meetings are planned 
for Saturday March 25 
9-11AM and Thursday 
April 6 6:30 – 8:00PM 
at Mill Top Banquet & 
Conference Center, 802 
Mulberry Street. All who 
are interested in renting 
a garden plot and/or 
volunteering are welcome. 
Learn more about the 
garden by emailing 
noblesvillegarden@
gmail.com or visit www.
facebook.com/groups/

noblesvillegarden .
Located near Southside 

Park at Pleasant and 3rd 
Streets, in past years 
the garden served as 
an instructional and 
experiential place for 
students and educational 
non-profits, such as the 
Girl Scouts of Central 
Indiana. Forty percent 
of the gardening space 
will be utilized to grow 
vegetables for the 
community, aimed at 
reducing food instability 
in the neighborhoods near 
the garden. The remaining 
sixty percent garden 
plots will be allotted to 
gardeners interested in 
renting a plot for their 
own vegetable production. 

Gardeners agree to 
use organic gardening 
methods, and to refrain 
from using conventional, 
synthetic herbicides and 
pesticides. Along with 
vegetables, an existing 
pollinator garden will 
be supplemented with 
additional native plants. 
Strategically planting 
flowers will increase the 
honeybee population near 
the garden, increasing 
future harvests.

Nine years ago, this 
community garden began 
at a different location, 
at Arbuckle’s off 13th 
Street. Through a use 
agreement negotiated with 
the city of Noblesville, 
the garden relocated to 

the present location seven 
years ago. From 2018 
through 2022, led by 
local college professor 
Renee Rule, the garden 
was a place for families 
and residents to grow 
food in an organic setting. 
Noblesville business 
leader and philanthropist 
Rocky Shanehsaz is 
proud to be the initial 
provider of funding 
in 2014, along with a 
recent gift to relaunch the 
garden covering expenses 
for 2023 for a liability 
insurance policy and for 
access to city water.

Community gardens 
serve as a priceless 
resource, not only for 
the food-cultivation, 

but for the camaraderie 
and socialization that 
occurs when community 
members meet while 
gardening. A research 
paper titled ‘Benefits of 
Community Gardening 
on Quality-of-Life,’ 
published by the 
Horticultural Research 
Institute, revealed gardens 
help to meet ”quality-of-
life needs on the higher 
levels of esteem and 
self-actualization.” (HRI 
Source).The community 
garden aims to be a place 
for neighbors to meet and 
interact, both sharing and 
learning how to grow 
food.

With national food 
insecurity on the rise, 

recent data from the 
USDA shows Indiana 
placing 12th out of US 
states for those most at 
risk of hunger. (USDA 
Source) The current 
Indiana average is around 
13.5 percent of food-
insecure households, 
equating to about 1 in 7 
families. The national 
average for food 
instability is 10.2 percent. 
In Hamilton County this 
number is 9.4 percent. 
Statistics from Gleaners 
Food Bank, a central 
Indiana , show that out of 
the 25,000 food-deficient 
people in Hamilton 
County, over 6,300 
of them are children. 
(Gleaners Source)

Photo courtesy of Hamilton Heights High School
Jon Kirschner, a history teacher at Hamilton Heights High School, was selected as 
the Husky Hero for the month of February. Pictured (l-r): Melissa Martin (HHEF), 
Jon Kirschner (HHHS History Teacher), Craig and Amber Bowen (FC Tucker), and 
Jarrod Mason (HHHS Principal).

Kirschner Named Husky Hero
Jon Kirschner, who 

teaches health at Hamilton 
Heights High School, has 
been named as a Husky 
Hero for February. 
Kirschner, who is also 
Head Strength and 
Conditioning Coach,

Head Football Coach, 
and Junior Government 
Sponsor, does a good 
job of connecting with 
students and motivating 
them to be their best. He 
goes out of his way to 
provide training to ALL 
athletes, and the results 
are impressive.

“Being selected as 
a Husky hero is very 
humbling and I feel 
very honored,” said Jon 
Kirschner. “It is the kind 
of award that as a teacher 
means the most! Within 
the realm of strength and 
conditioning I work with 
a good majority of our 
student-athletes on a daily 
basis. My class allows 
for me to see growth 
of my students as they 
progress in their athletic 
development whether it be 
executing a squat pattern 
with greater range of 
motion or achieve a new 
personal record on a max 
out day. Getting to see 
the hard work students 
put in the weight room 
pay off on the fields, 
courts, mats, pools, 
and track is the most 
motivating and reward 
part of my job. Strength 
and conditioning extends 
well beyond the scope 
of just ‘lifting weights,’ 
whether it is approaching 
adversity from a different 
mindset, leadership, 
time management, etc., 
these are the things that 

keep me going, keep me 
motivated!

“This person is a husky 
hero for several reasons,” 
said Diane Handy. “I 
think that he gets swept 
under the rug a lot of 
times for what he does 
for our athletes and even 
non-athletic students. 
How most teachers can 
go home when the school 
day is over, he is still 
investing into helping each 
kid or sport become better 
not just at the high school, 
but even at the middle 
school. He offers for free 
after school training for 
all athletes and has even 
opened it up to the middle 
school yearly to help them 
get better as well which is 
not in his job description. 
He goes above and 
beyond always of what is 
asked of him because he 
truly cares for the students 
and expects nothing in 
return.

“You’ll see him at 
almost every home 
sporting event with his 
family supporting the 
kids,” she continued. 
“I’ve never seen a teacher 
this invested before. Not 
only is he invested in 
their strength training 
and sports…but he also 
goes on a deeper level 
with the kids to learn 
about their personal life 
and what’s going on 
with them to help them 
overcome obstacles they 
may be facing that day, 
week, or even year. He 
also runs junior class 
student government, 
prom, dances, and 
several other things he’s 
involved in. I’ve gotten to 
work alongside him this 

semester and he just truly 
is someone you can tell 
the kids have full trust in 
and appreciate what he 
does for them, but I just 
don’t think people are 
aware he’s going 8 a.m.- 
6 p.m. or even 8 a.m. -8 
p.m. some days helping 
or supporting kids from 
both middle school and 
high school even over the 
summer as well. This is 
why I think Jon Kirschner 
is a Husky Hero.”

Keilah King said her 
daughter injured her 
finger in Mr. Kirchner’s 
APC class. “He 
personally called that 
night on his own time to 
ask how she was doing,” 
she explained. “I was 
truly touched and felt I 
knew my daughter was 
being well cared for when 
not in my presence.”

“The award will be 
a daily reminder of my 
‘WHY’ in why I do 
what I do every day,” 
Kirschner noted.

Congratulations to 
our February Husky 
Hero! Thank you, Jon 
for making an impactful 
difference in our schools 
and being a Husky Hero!

Do you know a Husky 
Hero? Nomination forms 
and information about 
this special recognition 
program for Hamilton 
Heights employees are 
available at: https://bit.
ly/hhschuskyhero. The 
Husky Hero Recognition 
program is made possible 
through the Hamilton 
Heights Educational 
Foundation in partnership 
with Craig and Amber 
Bowen (FC Tucker). 
#hhedfoundation

Spring Into Action: Give blood With The Red Cross
Spring is near! As 

the seasons change, the 
American Red Cross is 
reminding the public that 
the need for blood doesn’t 
take a break. Blood 
remains at risk of running 
low this month. Donors 
are crucial to helping the 
Red Cross avoid a blood 
shortage in the weeks to 
come.

Donors of all blood 
types, especially type 
O donors and platelet 
donors, are encouraged 
to make and keep 
appointments to donate. 
Book a time to give by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, downloading the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, 
or calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS.

When donors lend 
an arm this month, the 
Red Cross will lend a 
hand. All who come 
to give blood, platelets 
or plasma March 1-31, 
2023, will receive a $10 
Visa® Prepaid Card by 
email. Plus, they'll be 
automatically entered 
for a chance to win a 
$3,000 Visa Prepaid 
Card – which could help 
toward expenses like gas 
or groceries. There will 

be five lucky winners. 
Details are available at 
rcblood.org/help.

Upcoming blood 
donation opportunities 
March 16-31

How to donate blood
Simply download the 

American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or 
for more information. All 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood 
donor card or driver’s 
license or two other 
forms of identification 
are required at check-
in. Individuals who are 
17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed 
by state law), weigh at 
least 110 pounds and 
are in generally good 
health may be eligible to 
donate blood. High school 
students and other donors 
18 years of age and 
younger also have to meet 
certain height and weight 
requirements.

Blood and platelet 

donors can save time 
at their next donation 
by using RapidPass® 
to complete their 
pre-donation reading 
and health history 
questionnaire online, 
on the day of their 
donation, before 
arriving at the blood 
drive. To get started, 
follow the instructions 
at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or use the 
Blood Donor App.

Amplify your impact − 
volunteer! 

Another way to support 
the lifesaving mission 
of the Red Cross is to 
become a volunteer blood 
donor ambassador at Red 
Cross blood drives. Blood 
donor ambassadors help 
greet, check-in and thank 
blood donors to ensure 
they have a positive 
donation experience.

Volunteers can also 
serve as transportation 
specialists, playing a 
vital role in ensuring 
lifesaving blood products 
are delivered to nearby 
hospitals. For more 
information and to apply 
for either position, 
visit redcross.org/
volunteertoday.

Indiana Wesleyan University To Host Book 
Launch And Conversation Concerning The 
Global Realities Of Christian Martyrdom

Indiana Wesleyan 
University (IWU) will 
be hosting a book launch 
event for the recently 
released New Book of 
Christian Martyrs: The 
Heroes of Our Faith from 
the 1st Century to the 21st 
Century (Tyndale House), 
on Monday, March 20, 
2023, from 3:30 to 4:30 
pm in the Barnes Student 
Center’s Globe Theater on 
the IWU Marion campus. 
The event will feature a 
conversation with authors 
Johnnie Moore and Jerry 
Pattengale.

“Efforts to advance 
religious liberty are critical 
to the health of the global 
Body of Christ. All too 
often, we take religious 
liberty for granted at 
home while neglecting 
to support those who are 

serving around the world, 
facing persecution and 
even martyrdom, says 
Jon S. Kulaga, President 
of Indiana Wesleyan 
University.

The event will be 
hosted by Andrea 
Summers, Dean of 
Spiritual Formation and 
Campus Pastor, and Todd 
Nettleton, the Chief of 
Media Relations and 
Message Integration 
for The Voice of the 
Martyrs and Host of The 
Voice of the Martyrs 
Radio, will moderate the 
conversation with Moore 
and Pattengale.

Please contact Tod 
Dalberg, Chief Marketing 
Officer, with questions or 
to learn more information 
regarding the event.

About the Authors

Moore is the founder 
and CEO of the KAIROS 
Company, President of 
The Congress of Christian 
Leaders, and the author 
of nine other books, 
including (with Rabbi 
Abraham Cooper) The 
Next Jihad: Stop the Next 
Christian Genocide in 
Africa(Thomas Nelson, 
2020).

Pattengale serves as 
a Professor at Indiana 
Wesleyan University, the 
Museum of the Bible’s 
Founding Scholar and 
Senior Advisor to the 
President, and the author 
or editor of over 20 other 
books, including (with 
Lawrence H. Schiffman) 
The World’s Greatest 
Book: How the Story of 
the Bible Came to Be 
(Worthy, 2017).

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.

THE TIMES classifieds.



A4 Weekend, March 18-19, 2023 The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Times

Serving Hamilton County 
and surrounding areas

BussellFamilyFunerals.com

Donna Bussell
Owner/Director

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032

317-587-2001

Traditional Services
Affordable Cremation

Pre-Planning

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood

2301 E. Conner 
Noblesville

317-773-3288

Since 1964

Online Ordering is HERE! 
Visit our new website at 

www.jdrest.com 
to order now! 

Sign up for our email list 
to receive weekly 

deals and specials!
Monday - Saturday 6:30 AM - 9 PM

Sunday 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

Serving Hamilton County 
and surrounding areas

BussellFamilyFunerals.com

Donna Bussell
Owner/Director

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032

317-587-2001

FUNERAL SERVICES

RESTAURANTSHOME SERVICES

Contact our advertising 
department at 

765-361-0100 ext. 1
to be included in our next 

Service Directory.

IU Health Recognizes Indy Airport 
Employees Who Saved Travelers’ Lives

IU Health recognized 
22 Indianapolis Airport 
Authority employees 
recently for their heroic 
work in saving the lives 
of two travelers who 
suffered traumatic medical 
emergencies at the 
Indianapolis International 
Airport (IND) in 2022.

More than 8 million 
people from all over the 
world travel through the 
Indy airport each year, 
and the airport’s public 
safety team is ready to 
step in at any hour of 
the day to protect the 
well-being of passengers, 
employees and the airport 
terminal facilities.

On two separate 
occasions in 2022, 
that’s exactly what 
they did, coming to 
the aid of passengers 
experiencing serious 
medical emergencies. 
IND first responders 
were dispatched to the 
terminal in response to 
a patient with difficulty 
breathing and one that 
was unconscious. Thanks 
to a passerby and an 
Indy airport police 
officer, CPR was in-
progress for both. On 
arrival, Indianapolis 
Airport Authority Fire 
Department paramedics 
and EMTs provided 
advanced life support 
care and resuscitated the 
patients. The patients 
were transported to IU 
Health West for further 
treatment, recovery and 
discharge to return home 
safely.

“These specific 
responses were the 
difference between life 
and death,” said Kurtiss 
McKissick, EMT and 
EMS liaison for IU 
Health’s Indianapolis 

Suburban Region. “It was 
an honor to recognize the 
crews involved in these 
incidents for their quick 
response, knowledge and 
skills that resulted in a life 
saved.”

IU Health recognized 
the following Indy 
airport public safety 
team members for their 
“superior dedication, 
care, compassion and 
commitment in serving 
their patient”:

•Dispatcher Heather 
Clodfelter 

•Dispatcher Brent 
Freudenstein

•Dispatcher Julia 
Pulliam

•Firefighter/Paramedic 
Andrew Patton

•Firefighter/EMT 
Derek Wilson

•Lieutenant/EMT 
Kennitay Byrd

•Firefighter/EMT Ed 
Taylor

•Lieutenant/Paramedic 
Keith Schmidt

•Firefighter/EMT 
Adam Rich

•Dispatcher Lori Joseph
•Dispatcher Cameron 

Collins
•Dispatcher Cameron 

McAtee
•Dispatcher Cory 

Wiggins
•Dispatcher Christine 

Nevins
•Police Sergeant Officer 

Mike Grimes
•Division Chief/

Paramedic Michael 
Hammond Sr.

•Firefighter/EMT 
Jamar Kendrick

•Deputy Chief/EMT 
Stephen Summers

•Battalion Chief/EMT 
Travers Swardson

•Lieutenant/EMT Jim 
Nungester

•Firefighter/Paramedic 
Brandon Towns

•Battalion Chief/EMT 
Brian Booth

The American Heart 
Association reports that 
only 30% of cardiac arrest 
patients survive upon 
arrival at the hospital. 
Conversely, the IAA’s 
public safety teams have 
consistently achieved 
a survival rate of over 
60%, which significantly 
surpasses the national 
average.

“The success of 
the IAA’s public 
safety teams' efforts 
is primarily attributed 
to their dedication to 
training, preparation, and 
having the appropriate 
equipment on hand, such 
as automatic defibrillators 
and an effective CPR 
program,” said Keith 
Berlen, IAA senior 
director of operations 
and public safety. 
“Many of the patients 
we revive go on to 
recover neurologically, 
a testament to the high-
quality care provided by 
our teams.”

To learn more about 
joining the IND public 
safety team and other 
open opportunities with 
the Indy airport, visit 
IND.com/Careers.

Travelers can also learn 
and practice the life-
saving skill of hands-only 
CPR at American Heart 
Association kiosks located 
at the Indy airport in both 
Concourse A (near gate 
A18) and Concourse B 
(near gate B15). Since the 
first interactive kiosk was 
placed at IND in 2016, 
nearly 23,000 passengers 
have completed the brief 
training to learn Hands-
Only CPR.

Preservation-Minded Organic 
Farmers From Indy Buy Huddleston 
Farmhouse In Wayne County

Experienced 
preservationists and 
organic farmers Tyler 
and Gentry Gough have 
purchased Cambridge 
City’s historic Huddleston 
Farmhouse and 18 acres 
from Indiana Landmarks.

The Goughs, who have 
restored a 1902 shingle-
style house in Greenfield 
and a 1928 Dutch Colonial 
house in Indianapolis’s 
Irvington neighborhood, 
are deeply involved in Indy 
Urban Acres, an eight-
acre organic urban farm 
that supplies low-income 
Hoosiers with healthy 
fruits and vegetables. 
Tyler is Indy Urban Acres’ 
director, and Gentry is a 
farmer.

With initial plans to live 
in Huddleston Farmhouse 
and use the land as a 
private family farm to 
grow crops and raise 
animals, the Goughs will 
eventually employ the 
property as an educational 
site to teach historic 
methods of planting, 
cooking and preservation.

“Our goal is to provide a 
place of beauty, integrity, 
stability and knowledge 
to the community for 
generations to come,” said 
Gentry Gough. “We’ll 
provide fruit, vegetables, 
herbs, nuts, grains, 
heritage meat, syrup and 
more.”

“We couldn’t have 
asked for better stewards,” 
said Indiana Landmarks 
President Marsh Davis. 
“Their vision for the 
land and its historic 
structures carries on the 
legacy and tradition of the 
Huddleston family and 
others who have cared 
for this important historic 
property.”

Built in eastern Indiana 
in 1841, the 14-room 
farmhouse originally 
provided a home for the 13 
members of the Huddleston 
family and functioned as 
an inn for weary National 
Road travelers. Huddleston 
family members sold the 
home in the 1930s, and it 
served a number of uses 
before Indiana Landmarks 

acquired the property 
in 1974 and invested 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in a multi-year 
restoration of the house 
and accompanying barn, 
carriage shed, smokehouse, 
and springhouse. The 
organization will invest 
sale proceeds into other 
threatened historic 
buildings.

Gentry grew up in 
nearby in Henry County 
near Summit Lake State 
Park and went to school 
with descendants of the 
Huddleston family.

The Huddleston 
Farmhouse was sold 
with Indiana Landmarks’ 
protective covenants 
safeguarding its 
architectural character. 
Previously, Indiana 
Landmarks used 
Huddleston Farmhouse 
as its Eastern Regional 
Office. The organization 
plans to relocate that 
office to the Reid Center 
(formerly the Reid 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church) in Richmond.

Lawmakers Push Controversial Military 
Trial Rights Bill Through To Governor

The Indiana Senate on 
Thursday passed a much-
disputed proposal barring 
Indiana National Guard 
members from demanding 
a military trial — or court-
martial — in lieu of non-
judicial punishment.

House Bill 1076 
now goes to Gov. Eric 
Holcomb.

Across hours of 
committee testimony 
and floor discussions, 
proponents have argued 
that the guard doesn’t 
have the resources 
for unnecessary legal 
proceedings, and that 
members could take 
advantage of that to stall 
punishment. Opponents 
— including numerous 
veterans — worry 
members won’t get a fair 
shake before a neutral 
arbiter and have said the 
state should kick in more 
resources instead.

“To allow those kinds 
of petty offenses to then 
be asked for a court-
martial, when you know 
that we do not have a 
courtroom, we don’t have 
the staff, we don’t have 
the resources to do that 
[trial], you are impeding 
the good order and care of 
the military,” Sen. Aaron 
Freeman, R-Indianapolis, 
said Thursday.

Freeman, the Senate 
sponsor, emphasized that 
if members and their 
immediate superiors 
don’t get along, members 
can appeal punishments 
upward within the chain 
of command. He said 
members could even 
write letters to the guard’s 
leader asking for review.

He and others focused 
on minor offense, from 
being late to duty to a 
sloppy uniform. Non-
judicial punishment 
can involve a variety 
of options, including 
a reprimand, loss of 
pay or rank, but not 
incarceration.

Some Democrats 
pushed back.

The bill “doesn’t 
allow [members] to have 
somebody impartially 
review discipline that 
happens to them when 
they are serving those 
people in the state of 
Indiana,” Senate Minority 
Leader Greg Taylor, 
D-Indianapolis, told 
reporters afterward.

During session, Taylor 
repeatedly questioned 
Freeman on data for 
minor and major offenses, 
arguing there was no 
evidence the bill was 
necessary.

“I don’t have to 
know numbers to know 
that Houston, we have 
a problem, and we 
should change the law 
in Indiana,” Freeman 
retorted.

Asked if Indiana 
should give the guard 
the resources to hold 
courts-martial — rather 
than block members from 
demanding them — key 
lawmakers acknowledged 
some need, but to varying 
degrees.

“If the issue is that you 
don’t have the resources 
or locations, that might 
be something we need to 
look at,” Senate Pro Tem 
Rodric Bray told reporters 
Thursday. “I’ll tell you 
the other side … I’m not 
sure for these these minor 

issues that we really 
want our National Guard 
using their time and their 
resources to do that more 
lengthy process.”

“If this [bill] is what 
they want, I’m very 
happy to support it,” Bray 
added.

House Speaker Todd 
Huston congratulated 
Senators for passing 
the bill in comments to 
reporters. Meanwhile, 
House Minority Leader 
Phil GiaQuinta said he 
hoped Holcomb would 
find room in the budget 
for trial resources.

Guard leaders said 
there’d been four reported 
sexual assault cases last 
year, but didn’t ask 
Holcomb to convene 
courts-martial even 
for those cases, WFYI 
reported. It is unclear the 
outcome of those cases.

Senators passed the 
bill 34-13, with five 
Republicans joining eight 
Democrats in opposition. 
It passed the House in late 
January 74-24, with three 
Republicans defecting.

It hasn’t been amended, 
so the chambers have no 
differences to resolve. 
That means the bill will 
go to Holcomb for a 
signature.

-Indiana Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition 
of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Follow Indiana Capital 
Chronicle on facebook.com/
IndianaCapitalChronicle and 
twitter.com/INCapChronicle

By Leslie Bonilla Muniz
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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Obituary deadline
The Times publishes obituaries daily at www.

thetimes24-7.com, and in its print product every day 
with the exception of Sundays and Tuesdays.

All obituaries must come from a funeral home.
A photo may be included and should be sent as a high-

resolution JPEG. 
Daily obituary deadline is 4 p.m. for the following 

day’s print publication.
To read more obituaries, visit www.thetimes24-7.com.
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Þ BETSY From Page A1

The Times archive photo by Betsy Reason
Hamilton County Junior Leaders’ annual free Community Easter Egg Hunt, for ages 
8 and younger, brings out hundreds of families to the 4-H Fairgrounds in Nobles-
ville, with this year’s egg hunt at 6 p.m. this Monday.

includes three age 
groups for ages 3-10 (3-4, 
5-6 and 7-10). Children 
ages 2 and younger are 
invited to stop by the 
Parks and Recreation tent, 
where toddler-related ac-
tivity bags will be handed 
out to the first 50 kids.
Noblesville Kiwanis Sun-
risers will host a pancake 
breakfast in conjunction 
with the egg hunt at Forest 
Park Inn 8 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m., featuring pancakes, 
sausage, juice, coffee and 
milk, for $5 with proceeds 
to go to a local charity.

5. You get to ride a train 
for this Eastern happening. 
Board the Nickel Plate 
Express for an Egg-citing 
Easter train ride with the 
Easter bunny on April 1, 
2, 8  leaving Hobbs Sta-
tion at Forest Park Depot 
in Noblesville.

6. If you’re 21 and old-
er, enjoy an Adults Only 
Easter Egg Hunt from 10 
a.m. to noon April 1 at 
Urban Vines Winery in 
Westfield. A $40 ticket 
includes a sandwich, Mi-
mosa samples, live music 
with The Neighbors Band, 
find the Golden Eggs, then 
get your photo taken with 
the Urban Vines Bunnies.

7. Bring your precious 
pup to Egg-Paw-Looza!, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 
1 at Asa Bales Park in 
Westfield. For three dog 
egg hunts, professional pet 
portraits with the Easter 
Bunny, activities, pet 
vendors, food and bever-
age vendors. A portion of 
ticket sales will benefit the 
Indiana Canine Assistance 

Network (ICAN).
8. Enjoy a night of 

painting and see baby 
animals 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
April 1 at Kiln Creations 
in downtown Noblesville. 
Silly Safari will bring a 
menagerie of Easter bun-
nies and chicks to pet, then 
paint some Easter-themed 
pottery (which will be 
ready for pickup in a week 
after kiln drying) for your 
$25 ticket. Painters under 
age 13 require supervision.

9. Partake in the Wayne-
Fall Lions Club’s annual 
Palm Sunday Breakfast 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
April 2 at the Club on East 
191st Street at DeShane 
Avenue and Victory Chap-
el Road, in Noblesville, 
with a menu featuring 
pancakes, eggs, bacon 
and sausage for a freewill 
donation.

10. Noblesville Jim 
Dandy’s annual Easter 
Kids’ Night is 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. April 5, with face 
painting, egg coloring 
and a coloring contest and 
more.

 11. Enjoy an Easter 
breakfast buffet and visit 
with the Easter Bunny for 
a photo opportunity from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
April 8 at Conner Prairie 
in Fishers. Remember to 
bring your own camera 
to capture the memory.  
Assigned seating will be 
arranged in advance for 
registered guests.

12. The community is 
invited to an annual Easter 
Egg Hunt 9 a.m. to noon 
April 8 at the First Chris-
tian Church in Noblesville. 

Ages 5 and younger with 
parent at 9 a.m., ages 6-9 
at 10 a.m. and ages 10-12 
at 11 a.m.

13. Owners can bring 
their dogs and sniff out 
thousands of treat-filled 
Easter “Beggs” with 
treats, at 11 a.m. April 8 
at Hamilton Town Cen-
ter’s Dog Park behind 
Express.

14. Families can cele-
brate Spring at the Hide 
and Peep Egg Hunt and 
more 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
April 8 at Village Green 
in front of Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.

15. Join the 11th annual 
Adult Easter Egg Hunt at 
noon April 8 at Blackhawk 
Winery & Vineyard in 
Sheridan, where the eggs 
you find will earn special 
prizes, and where your 
ticket includes a glass of 
wine and wine tumbler. 
For ages 21 and older. 
Grounds are open until 
7 p.m. with music and 
food, with $25 tickets at 
eventbrite.com.

16. Add a touch of jazz 
to your Easter Sunday 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
April 9 at Feinstein’s at 
Hotel Carmichael in Carm-
el with special guest Tom 
Clark and sounds of Blair 
Clark, who has captivated 
audiences through Europe, 
Canada and all over the 
U.S.

-Betsy Reason writes about 
people, places and things in 
Hamilton County. Contact 
Betsy Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com

Þ RUSTY From Page A1

(Social Security will 
inform you how much 
you must repay). Once the 
repayment is made, it will 
be as though you never ap-
plied for benefits, meaning 
your benefit amount will 
be higher when you later 
re-apply (which would 
also be the case if you 
simply didn’t apply – your 
benefit entitlement con-
tinues to grow until you 
claim, up to age 70 when 
your maximum SS benefit 
is attained).This process 
would be the same for 
both you and your wife. 

However, I suggest 
you consider whether you 
really need to withdraw 
your application. Be 
aware that since you’ve 
already reached your full 
retirement age (FRA) 
you can claim now and, 
if you later decide you 
don’t need the monthly SS 

money, you can simply 
temporarily suspend your 
benefit payments to avoid 
repaying Social Security 
everything they’ve already 
paid to you and on your 
behalf (you don’t need to 
formally withdraw your 
application). By sim-
ply suspending (and not 
withdrawing), your benefit 
amount will start growing 
again with each month 
your benefits are suspend-
ed (about .67% more for 
each month you do not get 
benefits) and you can keep 
everything you’ve already 
received to the point you 
suspend your payments. 
To suspend your payments 
just call Social Security 
at the number provided 
above and tell them you 
wish to suspend your 
benefits and grow your 
payment amount. While 
you can only use the 

withdrawal process once 
in your lifetime, you can 
temporarily suspend your 
benefit payments multiple 
times if necessary.  

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Asso-
ciation (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Þ JOHN From Page A1

scientists are exploring 
therapies to regenerate the 
immune system so that it 
is better able to fight back 
against diseases as it did in 
youth.”

According to the Nation-
al Library of Medicine, 
the risk factors of aging 
are the human pathologies 
such as cancer, diabetes, 

cardiovascular disorders 
and neurodegenerative dis-
eases. “Aging research has 
experienced an unprece-
dented advance over recent 
years, particularly with the 
discovery that the rate of 
aging is controlled, at least 
to some extent, by genetic 
pathways and biochemical 
processes conserved in 

evolution ... the final goal 
[is] identifying pharma-
ceutical targets to improve 
human health during aging 
with minimal side-effects.”

What it all comes down 
to is what Abraham Lin-
coln allegedly said: “In 
the end, it’s not the years 
in your life that count. It’s 
the life in your years.”

Þ BBB From Page A1

er has gotten multi-
ple reports of scammers 
asking vendors to pay 
through PayPal (a BBB 
Accredited Business) using 
the friends and family 
function. 

One consumer reported 
to BBB, "I sent the money 
and a screenshot of the 
payment to the organizer. 
I asked if I was all set, 
and she said my spot was 
reserved and she would 
send me more details when 
the day was closer. Then 
I asked when she usually 
sends to info. The mes-
sage was marked as read, 
but she never responded. 
Two days later, I asked 
to cancel the space and 
collect my full refund, as 
the application stated a full 
refund was available. She 
never replied, and now I 
have radio silence." 

In other reports, scam-
mers claimed the payment 
didn't go through and 
asked the vendor to make 
a second payment. If 
you pay through a digital 
wallet app, your money 
will be gone for good. In 
addition, if you fill out 
an application with your 
name, address, and other 
details, that personal infor-
mation will now be in the 
hands of scammers. 

How to avoid craft fair 
scams 

Do your homework. Be-
fore applying to be a 
vendor at a craft fair, do 
plenty of research. Look 
up the person or compa-
ny organizing the event. 
You should be able to 
view their website, event 
reviews, and other details. 
If you can't find anything, 
consider it a red flag. Fi-
nally, talk to other vendors 
in your area to find out if 
they've heard of the craft 
fair. 

Use caution when 
making payments. If you 
determine a craft fair is 
legitimate, you'll still 
want to be careful when 
paying for your spot. If an 
event organizer insists on 
payment through a digital 
wallet app, especially if 
they ask you to pay using 
the friends and family 
function or if they ask 
you to send the money to 
a strange email address, 
think twice. Remember 
that peer-to-peer payment 
systems are the same as 
paying cash. Once you've 
sent the funds, you cannot 
get them back. 

Don't give in to in-
timidation tactics. If an 
organizer pressures you 
to participate or is pushy 

about receiving payment 
but reticent about giving 
details about the craft fair, 
you're probably dealing 
with a con artist. 

For more information 
Learn more practical 

tips to avoid scams in 
general by visiting BBB.
org/ScamTips. Learn more 
about scams surrounding 
virtual craft fairs. 

If you spot a scam, 
report it at BBB.org/Scam-
Tracker. Your report can 
help thwart con artists' 
schemes. 

Subscribe to BBB's 
weekly Scam Alert emails.  

ABOUT BBB SERV-
ING CENTRAL INDI-
ANA: The Better Business 
Bureau has empowered 
people to find businesses, 
brands, and charities they 
can trust for over 110 
years. In 2022, people 
turned to BBB more than 
250 million times for BBB 
Business Profiles on more 
than 5.3 million businesses 
and Charity Reports on 
about 12,000 charities, all 
available for free at BBB.
org. The International 
Association of Better 
Business Bureaus is the 
umbrella organization for 
the local, independent 
BBBs in the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico.

Indiana Parents, Education Advocates Split Over “School Choice” Budget Increases

Dozens of Hoosiers 
descended upon the State-
house to call for increased 
K-12 funding in the next 
state budget, but much of 
the testimony heard on 
Thursday was split over 
a pending proposal to 
more than double taxpay-
er spending on Indiana’s 
“school choice” voucher 
program.

The Senate School Fund-
ing Subcommittee heard 
more than five hours of 
testimony on the possible 
voucher expansion, as well 
as other K-12 budget re-
quests for English learners 
and special education.

Discussions also centered 
around “equalized” funding 
for charter schools.

School district officials 
and advocates for tradition-
al public education noted 
that 90% of Hoosier kids 
attend public schools. As 
such, they called for even 
greater increases to tuition 
support to cover rising 
costs due to inflation, 
and to compensate for an 
unfunded mandate in the 
current budget proposal 
that would require schools 
to dip into base funding to 
cover textbook costs.

The very nature of 
private schools means that 
they can — and do — dis-
criminate.

– Joel Hand, of the 
Indiana Coalition for Public 
Education

That state’s largest 
teacher’s union additionally 
emphasized that under the 
House-approved version of 
the budget, private school 
vouchers would get a 70% 
funding boost in Fiscal 
Year 2024. Traditional 
public schools would see 
only a 5% increase, how-
ever.

“School choice” support-
ers said parents deserve 
the right to more flexibility 
and customization in their 

children’s education. Doing 
so requires increased ac-
cess to private schools, but 
also public charters. Those 
schools cannot currently 
draw on local property 
tax dollars like traditional 
public schools can, but a 
new funding stream carved 
into the House Republican 
budget seeks to remedy 
that.

Nearly half of the House 
Republican budget, 48%, 
goes to K-12 education, 
which will get a boost of 
nearly $2 billion over its 
current appropriation. One-
third of that new funding 
will go to the Choice 
Scholarship program — 
which allows families to 
receive vouchers to attend 
private schools. And anoth-
er chunk would come off 
the top to cover textbooks.

“Every dollar that goes 
to a public school gets put 
to use in helping ensure 
that the school can meet 
the educational needs of 
every kid who lives in 
that community … this is 
just the basic duty that we 
owe to our kids and our 
communities,” said Diane 
Hannah, a mom of three 
from Carmel. “This vouch-
er expansion, by contrast, 
is a luxury. It is redundant. 
This budget would send tax 
dollars to wealthy Hoosiers 
to do something that they 
already can afford to do.”

The Senate likely won’t 
unveil their version of the 
state budget until later this 
month. A final version of 
the budget is expected by 
the end of April.

“School choice” vs. 
“inequitable funding”

Expanded eligibility for 
the voucher program would 
raise the income ceiling 
to 400% of the amount 
required for a student to 
qualify for the federal free 
or reduced price lunch 
program, equal to about 
$220,000.

Currently, vouchers are 
limited to families that 

make less than 300% of 
the federal poverty level, 
meaning a family of four 
can make up to $154,000 
annually.

After the expansion, the 
program would cost the 
state an estimated $500 
million in fiscal year 2024, 
and another $600 million 
in the following fiscal year. 
The current state budget 
appropriates $240 million 
annually for the Choice 
Scholarships.

“We’re funding more 
and more money for 
students to go to private 
schools, when their results 
academically are decreas-
ing,” said Joel Hand, 
representing the Indiana 
Coalition for Public Edu-
cation and the American 
Federation of Teachers of 
Indiana. He pointed to a 
2018 study by researchers 
at the University of Notre 
Dame which found that 
Hoosier students who leave 
public schools to attend 
voucher institutions showed 
declines in both math and 
language arts.

“Private school choice is 
not educational freedom for 
the parents, but is rather 
an opportunity for these 
private schools to pick and 
choose which students they 
want,” Hand continued. 
“The very nature of private 
schools means that they can 
— and do — discriminate.”

But John Elcesser, exec-
utive director of the Indiana 
Non-Public Education 
Association, said parents 
should have a say over 
where their tax dollars go 
when it comes to educating 
their kids.

While the group hopes to 
see an elimination of the in-
come ceiling, Elcesser said 
the 400% cap is a good 
move, in the meantime. 
The association addition-
ally supports the House’s 
proposed elimination of the 
eight pathways currently in 
place that determine student 
eligibility for the voucher 

program.
“I often say you need 

a PhD to understand who 
is actually eligible for the 
program,” Elcesser said. 
“Removal (of the path-
ways), if nothing else, 
would simplify the pro-
gram so parents might have 
a better understanding if 
they’re eligible to partici-
pate or not.”

Elcesser noted, too, that 
the non-public school group 
wants to see Choice Schol-
arship eligibility expanded 
to include kindergarteners.

Multiple parents who 
testified Thursday further 
expressed support for a 
GOP-backed plan to ensure 
that every non-virtual 
charter school receives the 
same amount of per student 
funding as traditional pub-
lic schools.

Voucher schools receive 
state funding but are not 
required to operate within 
the same parameters as 
local public schools. For 
instance, they don’t have 
elected school boards and 
don’t have to justify their 
spending. They also can 
reject any student. Critics 
have long maintained that 
such schools lack transpar-
ency and accountability to 
the public.

Meanwhile, charter 
school critics have long 
argued that such schools 
are not obligated to serve 
every student in a given 
community — unlike their 
traditional public counter-
parts.

The public charters also 
have private boards and are 
therefore not accountable 
to voters, opponents say. 
They held, too, that financ-
es at charter schools are 
also less transparent, given 
that they are not subject to 
the same budgetary over-
sight as traditional public 
schools.

More dollars still needed 
for ELL, special education

Still, school officials 
from across the state called 

for more resources to ad-
dress increasingly common 
— and costly — behavioral 
and mental health needs 
among students.

“Teachers have been 
burdened with doing more 
to support the mental health 
and wellness of students 
which diminishes their 
ability to focus on teaching 
and learning,” said Terry 
Spradlin, executive director 
of the Indiana School 
Boards Association, noting 
that Indiana’s ratio of stu-
dents per school counselor, 
694 students per one coun-
selor, ranks the state last in 
the nation.

David Clendening, 
Superintendent at Franklin 
Community Schools, added 
that his district needs more 
funding to help counsel and 
educate “violent, behav-
ior-dysregulated students.”

“The increase is no 
longer gradual,” he said 
of such students, of whom 
many struggle with trauma, 
mental and behavioral 
health conditions, learn-
ing disabilities and family 
issues. “We think the 
root issues are many and 
varied. Violent, aggressive, 
disruptive and otherwise 
dysregulated children can 
be complex and challeng-
ing.”

Although Indiana schools 
could see increases to foun-
dation grants — the basic 
grant for every student — 
of 4% in fiscal year 2024 
under the draft budget, 
those grant amounts would 
go up just 0.7% in the fol-
lowing year. Denny Coste-
rison, executive director of 
the Indiana Association of 
School Business Officials, 
said that means about three 
out of every four Indiana 
school districts would get 
less than a 2% increase — 
or less funding overall — 
in 2025.

Kathy Friend, chief 
financial officer at Fort 
Wayne Community 
Schools, said her district 

stands to lose over $17 
million under the model 
in combination with the 
requirement to cover stu-
dents’ textbook fees.

Supplemental “complexi-
ty” funding schools receive 
for low-income and at-risk 
students is also set to in-
crease under the House Re-
publican plan — up 4.4% 
in fiscal year 2024 and 1% 
in fiscal year 2025. Friend 
said that’s a welcome 
increase for Fort Wayne 
Community Schools, which 
serves one of the largest 
English learner populations 
in the state.

Mary Bova, a teacher for 
English learners in India-
napolis, said she also wants 
to see more ELL funding 
in the state budget, citing 
her own caseload of 67 
students — far more than 
the state recommendation 
of 30 students.

“Being an ELL teacher 
has been the most heart-
breaking and rewarding 
profession imaginable. It’s 
heartbreaking because so 
many of my students are 
misunderstood, and often 
called lazy, but they are 
undoubtedly the hardest 
working people I know,” 
Bova said, adding that 
charter schools deserve 
more funding, as well, to 
help support growing pop-
ulations of English learners 
attending those schools. 
“If ELL students had more 
funding, my school may be 
able to afford more teach-
ers, more support and more 
resources for students who 
need it.”

-Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. Fol-
low Indiana Capital Chronicle 
on facebook.com/IndianaCap-
italChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle
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A Tropical Atmosphere 
With Canna: The 
Summer Bulb Of The Year

Elevate Your Garden’s Beauty 
With Jewel-Tone Plants

Bring the beauty of 
your favorite gemstones 
into the garden and your 
outdoor living space with 
the help of jewel-toned 
plants. Even a pot of 
these beauties placed on 
the balcony can provide 
bold color, vibrancy, and 
lushness to any space.

Select plants with 
leaves, flowers, or both 
in the saturated colors of 
gemstones like rubies, 
amethyst, topaz, sap-
phire, and turquoise. 
Select plants with colors 
that complement your 
home and landscape and 
will thrive in the grow-
ing conditions in your 
gardening space.

Look for opportu-
nities to include these 
rich colors throughout 
the growing season.  
Jewel-toned pansies, 
ornamental cabbage and 
kale, and calendula are a 
few plants that thrive in 
cooler weather, provid-
ing welcome color before 
other plants appear or 
have faded in the sum-
mer heat.

As temperatures rise, 
include rich yellows and 
oranges of Rudbeckias 
and sunflowers. Add a 
showy and exotic look to 
the garden with Cro-
cosmia. Plant Lucifer 
for bright red flowers, 
Prince of Orange for its 
red-orange blooms, and 
George Davidson for an 
added touch of yellow. 
Check out the many 
colorful varieties of 
dahlias and gladiolus that 

grow well in the garden 
and containers and make 
great additions to your 
garden bouquets. Can-
na’s bold and colorful 
foliage is impressive all 
season long and is sure to 
command attention when 
topped with flowers.

Add colorful zinnias 
for season-long color. 
You can start them from 
seed right in the garden 
or buy transplants for 
earlier bloom. Look for 
disease-resistant variet-
ies and those with bold 
colors like Benary’s 
giant deep red, Profu-
sion red, and Double 
Zahara Fire’s orange-red 
blooms. These sunny 
loving annuals are also 
heat and drought-toler-
ant, making them perfect 
for low-maintenance 
gardens.

Plant some tall Mex-
ican sunflowers in the 
back of the garden. 
Consider Fiesta Del Sol, 
a more compact variety, 
if you want something 
shorter and more com-
pact. No matter which 
you grow,  you and the 
pollinators will enjoy the 
orange blooms.

Keep the color going 
with summer to fall 

blooming Helenium 
which is hardy in zones 
three to eight. Hot Lava 
is topped with fire engine 
red flowers while But-
terpat has vibrant yellow 
blossoms

Coral bells come in 
a wide variety of leaf 
colors, making it easy 
to include jewel tones 
all season long. Many 
shade-tolerant hostas 
have deep green foliage 
that provides the per-
fect backdrop for other 
flowers.

Combining comple-
mentary colors that 
appear opposite of each 
other on the artist’s 
color wheel creates an 
eye-catching display.  
Dark colors can easily 
disappear in the back-
ground or shade. Team-
ing them with a comple-
mentary colored plant 
or light background can 
help them pop. A com-
bination of purple-leaved 
bugbane and the fine 
chartreuse foliage of 
Hakone grass, for exam-
ple, allows both plants 
to shine while creating a 
splendid display.

Make sure the plants 
you combine are equally 
bold, so each adds to 

the overall design. Mix 
in some green foliage to 
provide a bit of color re-
lief. Too much of a good 
thing, including vibrant 
colors, can overpower 
the landscape and create 
a somewhat chaotic feel. 

Make notes on the 
plants and combinations 
you want to repeat next 
year. Note those that 
didn’t perform to your 
expectations and don’t 
need to be repeated. If 
you decide to expand 
upon this theme, be sure 
to add some jewel-toned, 
spring-flowering bulbs 
like tulips and hyacinths 
to the landscape this fall.

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 20 gar-
dening books, including the 
recently released Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicated 
Melinda’s Garden Moment 
TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine 
and her website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Photo courtesy of All-America Selections 
Blue by You salvia has rich blue blossoms from late spring into fall and attracts 
butterflies and hummingbirds.

Canna has been 
crowned summer bulb of 
the year. With its broad 
leaves and cheerful flow-
ers, this exotic beauty 
lends gardens a tropical 
atmosphere. For that hol-
iday feeling in your own 
garden! What's more: 
Canna is super strong, a 
real power plant.

Beautiful background
The leaves of Canna 

alone are spectacular. 
Rolled up as a young 
leaf, they unfold into 
broad leaves in green or 
chocolate brown colors. 
The green leaves are 
reminiscent of banana 
leaves. Canna leaves are 
often variegated. With 
their exotic look, they 
make for a beautiful 
background for other 
plants and flowers in the 
garden.

Many varieties
The first flowers of 

this tropical surprise will 
appear in July. Through 
to October, they will 
tower above the leaf in 
red, orange, yellow, 
white or pink. Some 
flowers are even mul-
ticolored: speckled or 
with colored edges, for 
example. Canna comes 
in taller and shorter or 
dwarf varieties. 

How to plant?
Canna has tuberous 

rhizomes: underground 
stems where they store 
food reserves. They 
should be planted in 
April or May, once the 
soil has warmed up a bit 
after winter. Canna feels 
at home in borders and 
large pots alike. Choose 
a sheltered spot in the 
sun or half shade: the 
more sun, the richer the 
flowering. Dig a shallow 
planting hole of about 4 

inches. Place the rhizome 
with the ‘eyes’ (growth 
points) facing upwards, 
then cover with soil and 
water.

Care
The plant will grow of 

its own accord. The final 
height varies from 1.5 to 
more than 6 foot. Canna 
rarely needs support. It 
does, however, gratefully 
receive feed in the form 
of organic manure. If 
you deadhead the wilt-
ed flowers, Canna will 
continue to produce new 
flower buds. Branches 
left in place will devel-
op elegant seed pods. 
Branches like these can 
be cut off and put in a 
vase.

Wintering
Canna hails from South 

America. They are happy 
to hibernate outside in 
mild winter weather. In 
the fall, fold down leaves 
that are starting to die 
off and apply a layer of 
straw if necessary. For 
wintering out of the soil, 
dig out the rhizomes and 
store them in a cool, 
frost-free place. The 
following spring, you can 
simply replant them and 
start the cycle again.

Interesting little facts
* The name Canna 

comes from the Greek 
word Kanna, which 
means ‘reed’. Canna is 
also called Canna lily, 
although it is not actually 
a lily.

* Canna has its own 
family, the Cannaceae.

* In Thailand, it is 
customary to offer a 
Canna flower as a gift on 
Father’s and Mother’s 
Day.

* In some countries, 
Canna seeds are used to 
make rosaries.

A Low-Maintenance 
Garden With Perennials

Gardeners Asked To Be Vigilant This 
Spring For Invasive Jumping Worms

If you have little spare 
time, but still want a 
green garden, perennials 
are the answer! As long 
as you choose the right 
plants and plant them 
with a little attention, you 
won't need to pay them 
much attention at all after-
wards. Even better: they 
will come back year after 
year, so you can enjoy 
color in your garden for 
years.

Sun or shade
With low-maintenance 

perennials, you will enjoy 
both a green garden and 
little work. These plants 
grow fast, so weeds will 
have little chance. Put 
them at the right distance 
from each other; you 
will find this information 
on the label. Also pay 
attention to the location; 
some perennials like a 
super sunny spot, while 
others prefer the shade or 
half-shade.

A selection of the many 
low-maintenance varieties

• Holly fern (Polys-
tichum)

Location: shade
Height: 3 to 4 ft
Flowering months: not 

applicable
Beautiful evergreen fern 

that requires little water.
• Cranesbill (Gerani-

um)
Location: partial shade
Height: 1.5 to 2 ft
Flowering months: 

May – September
An endlessly flowering 

perennial. Works well in 
groups, but also suitable 
for filling bare spots in 
your garden.

• Alstroemeria Indian 

Summer
Location: full sun/par-

tial shade
Height: 2 to 3 ft
Flowering months: July 

– October
Flowers until late fall 

and is suitable as a cut 
flower.

• Korean aster (Kalim-
eris)

Location: full sun
Height: 2 to 2.5 ft
Flowering months: July 

– October
These flowers have a 

cheerful, summery look.
• Black-eyed Susan 

(Rudbeckia)
Location: full sun
Height: 2 to 3 ft
Flowering months: 

August – September
For those who like sun-

ny yellow in their border.
Practical tips
• Position low plants in 

front of taller ones.
• Dig a planting hole 

more than twice the size 
of the root ball and loosen 
the soil at the bottom and 
all around before plant-
ing.

• Soak the root ball 
properly and then firmly 
squeeze the bottom of the 
root ball to create new 
roots.

• Plant the same peren-
nial plant, preferably in 
larger groups together, at 
least 3 pieces and prefera-
bly an odd number.

• In spring, trim away 
any dead stems from 
taller plants. Until then, 
they will form a pleasing 
winter silhouette.

Visit www.perennial-
power.eu for more variet-
ies, tips and inspiration.

While earthworms in 
the spring are a happy 
sight for gardeners, an 
invasive worm species 
is wreaking havoc for 
landowners and gardeners 
in southern Indiana.

Robert Bruner, Purdue 
Extension’s exotic forest 
pest specialist, describes 
jumping worms, an 
invasive species to North 
America in the genus 
Amynthas: “Traditionally, 
when we see earthworms, 
they are deep in the 
ground and a little slimy. 
The jumping worms are 
a little bit bigger, kind of 
dry and scaly, and tend to 
thrash around much like a 
snake does.”

While worms have a 
reputation as a helpful 
species found in the soil 
ecosystem, invasive 
jumping worms do not 
live up to that standard, 
Bruner explained. Jump-
ing worms will consume 
all organic material from 
the top layer of soil, 
leaving behind a coffee 
ground-like waste with 
no nutrients for plants or 
seeds.

Since jumping worms 
stay within the first few 
inches of topsoil, they 
are not creating channels 

for water and air the way 
earthworms do, disrupting 
water flow to plant roots.

“So basically, they’re 
just very nasty pests that 
ruin the quality of our 
soil, and the only thing 
that can really grow in 
soil like that are essen-
tially invasive plants, or 
species that are meant to 
survive really harsh con-
ditions,” Bruner said.

Currently, the worms 
are being found in cities 
around southern Indiana, 
he said, particularly in 
Terre Haute. There is 
still much to learn about 
jumping worms, mak-
ing eradication efforts 
difficult. One thing that 
is known, Bruner said, 
is they aren’t a migrating 
species.

“This is the kind of in-
vasive pest that is moved 

almost entirely through 
human activity. They 
don’t crawl superfast,” 
he explained. “So, when 
they move, that means 
they’re moving because 
we’re transferring soil, 
say, from someone’s 
plants or someone’s com-
post and we’re bringing 
them to a new area.”

Bruner is working with 
fellow Purdue Extension 
educators to spread the 
message that gardeners 
should not share ground 
soil or compost and 
avoid potted plants from 
unknown sources. If you 
suspect jumping worms 
are present in your own 
soil, Bruner suggests a 
process called solarizing 
to eliminate unwanted 
pests. Gardeners should 
lay down a black or dark-
toned tarp on a sunny day 

and sprinkle a thin layer 
of soil on top, allowing 
it to reach a temperature 
over 105 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

Bruner cautions that 
jumping worms can es-
cape during the solarizing 
process, “so you need to 
completely wrap the soil 
up in the tarp, essentially 
making the world’s worst 
sandwich, and allow it to 
heat up and kill whatever 
is in there.”

Bruner said whether 
the worms will create a 
major issue for gardeners 
this season remains to 
be seen, but he isn’t as 
concerned for farmers.

“It’s a bit of a night-
mare pest if you do gar-
dening, but we don’t have 
evidence yet that it will 
spread into agricultural 
fields,” he said. “We 
don’t think it’s going to 
kill any kind of industry. 
We’re asking people to 
be on the lookout and use 
your best judgment when 
you’re getting your soil.”

Any invasive species 
sightings should be 
reported to the Indiana 
Department of Natural 
Resources at depp@
dnr.in.gov or by calling 
1-866-663-9684.

Photo courtesy of  Purdue Agricultural Communications


	nv18a01
	nv18a02
	nv18a03
	nv18a04
	nv18a05
	nv18a06

