
Andrea 
Odle can’t 
think of a 
better way 
to bring in 
the spooky 
season than 
“Sweeney 
Todd.”

She’s 
directing 
the musical, 
“Sweeney 
Todd: The 

Demon Barber of Fleet Street,” 
which opens tonight at Basile 
Westfield Playhouse.

“‘Sweeney Todd’ is complete-
ly different than most musicals. 
It provides a dark comedy view 
where most musicals are either 

"We generate fears while we sit. We overcome them by 
action."

-Dr. Henry Link

Isaiah 55:12 For ye shall go 
out with joy, and be led forth 

with peace: the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth 

before you into singing, and 
all the trees of the field shall 

clap their hands.
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 TODAY’S VERSE

And Another Thing...
1. Volunteers 

Needed:
The Westfield-Washington Historical 

Society is in need of volunteers to 
host the opening of the Museum 
and Barker Cabin. The Museum and 
Barker Cabin are open Saturdays 
from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. For those 
who have not volunteered for one or 
the other, training will be provided. 
Please consider helping the Historical 
Society by volunteering to be a 
Museum or Barker Cabin host. We 
need two volunteers for Saturday 23rd 
immediately. Text Jeff Beals at 317-
460-4844 or email jbeals@wwhs.us to 
be scheduled.

2. Birdies & Brews VIII
Birdies & Brews has been a catalyst 

for local businesses for 8 years. 
Building relationships, conducting 
business, and connecting with 
partners is best done with a 7 iron 
in one hand and a cold beverage in 
the other. We did just that this past 
Thursday, September 14th. Thank you 
to all those who played, partook on 
tastings, attended the 19th Hole BBQ 
Reception, and enjoyed the day on the 
course with us. This event provides the 
needed resources for the Chamber to 
serve our local business community.... 
and we are very grateful for the 
overwhelming support of so many 
businesses and City of Noblesville 
Economic Development.
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 TODAY’S JOKE
Did you hear that the inventor of Velcro passed away? RIP!

The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
WILLIAM LYNCH 
for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
How can September be 

two-thirds over? Wasn’t it 
just April?

 OBITUARIES
None

The Institute of Medicine recom-
mends 600 IU of vitamin D daily to 

age 70 and 800 IU after that.   Today’s 
health tip was brought to you by Dr. John 

Roberts. Be sure to catch his column 
each week in The Times and online at 

thetimes24-7.com

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP  TODAY’S QUOTE

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Craig Thurston smile? 
“My family,” said the 49-year-old 
Noblesville resident. His wife’s 
name is Ashley and he has two 
stepkids, Dylan, 15, and Gwen, 
9, and two sons, George, 5, and 
Colter, 4. He was born in Kokomo 
and moved to Noblesville after 
second grade in the summer to 
start third grade at Hinkle Creek 
Elementary School. He graduated 
in 1991 from Noblesville High 
School. He started playing guitar 
“late,” at age 19, while attending 
Indiana University Kokomo. From 
there, he went to Indiana Universi-
ty Bloomington and studied music 
with Atanas Tzvetkov as his guitar 
instructor. Today's feature is a look 
back at one of The Times' previous 
Faces of Hamilton County. Craig 
plays ukulele, mandolin, bass, 
keys and harmonica. He performs 
regularly, on the first and third 
Thursday, at Grindstone Public 
House in downtown Noblesville. 
His next performance is tonight. 
He didn’t start a family or get 
married until he was in his 40s. 
He said, “My greatest achievement 
is my family. I never thought I 
would be a part of a family like 
this, with kids. I feel so blessed to 
have them.”

People who call our community their own.

BETSY 
REASON
From The 
Editor's Desk...

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:32 a.m.
SET: 7:48 p.m.

High/Low Temperatures
High: 84 °F
Low: 60 °F

Today is...
• International Day of 

Peace
• Free Queso Day

• World Alzheimer’s Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1964 Malta gains its 
independence from the 

UK. The southern Euro-
pean island country came 
under British control in 

1814 as part of the Treaty 
of Paris. The country ini-
tially retained the Queen 
of England as its head of 
state but declared itself a 
republic on December 13, 

1974.
• 1942 Boeing B-29 

Superfortress flies for the 
first time. The bomber 
was used extensively by 
the US in World War 

II and the Korean War. 
The two planes – Enola 
Gay and Bockscar – that 
dropped atomic bombs 
on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were from the silverplate 
series of Boeing B-29s.

• 1937 JRR Tolkien's The 
Hobbit is published for 

the first time. The Hobbit, 
or There and Back Again 
is a young adult fantasy 

novel that follows the ad-
ventures of the hobbit Bil-
bo Baggins as he traverses 
through Middle Earth to 

find treasure guarded by a 
dragon named Smaug.

 
Births On This Day
• 1947 Stephen King

American author
• 1866 H. G. Wells

English author

Deaths On This Day
• 1860 Arthur Schopen-

hauer
German philosopher
• 1832 Walter Scott

Scottish novelist, poet

Rotary Supports NHS Robotics

Photo courtesy of NHS
Jeff Derda, fundraising chair for the Noblesville Rotary Club, presented a $5,000 donation 
this week to the Noblesville High School Robotics Club. The funds will be used to buy stu-
dent robotics kits, hardware and field components. The Rotary’s donation was part of their 
overall effort to support technology education with funds raised from their annual BrewBQ 
event. Noblesville Schools is a top district recognized nationally for academic achievements 
in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Sweeney Todd (Michael Lipphardt of Noblesville) and Mrs. Lovett 
(Claire Slaven) in Main Street Productions’ next show, “Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,” a dark-comedy, 
horror-musical that opens tonight at Basile Westfield Playhouse.

‘Sweeney Todd’ Musical 
Is ‘Creepy,’ ‘Magnificent’
Noblesville Director
Brings Big Show to
Westfield Playhouse

See BETSY Page A5

Nerf And 
Humane Society 
Of Hamilton 
County Ask For 
A Helping Paw

Well hello! 
My name is 
Nerf and I 
need your 
help. I want 
to make sure 
my HSHC 
friends have 
all the items 
necessary to take care of me 
and my furry friends. Since 
I am just a simple pup and 
don't have opposable thumbs, 
I can't go shopping, but you 
can! Will you help me help 
HSHC?

***
All items can be found 

below and on our Amazon 
Wish List;

• Donation Boxes
• Pressure Washer Hose
• Spray Bottles
• Bully Sticks
• Paper Towels
• Trash Bags
• Dog Treats
• Kitten Litter Boxes
• Soap Refills
• Rescues Cleaner
• Floor Pads
• Dog Poop Bags
• Radio Battery
• Ammonia-Free Windex
• 12qt Storage Bins
• 19qt Storage Bins
• Lime & Rust Remover
• Trash Can Dolly
• Mop Head
• Squeegee Handle
• Mop Handle
• Tires
• Printer Ink
• Mini Instant Film
• Badge Holder
• Clorox Spray

NERF

Want TO GO?
What: Main Street Productions Inc. 
presents “Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street,” a dark-comedy, 
horror-musical with music and lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim, and directed by 
Noblesville’s Andrea Odle.
When: Opens tonight and continues 
through Oct. 1. Show times: 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays and 
2:30 p.m. Sundays.
Where: Basile Westfield Playhouse, 220 
N. Union St., Westfield.
How much: $19 for adults, $17 for 
students with ID and ages 62 and 
older, and free for active military and 
veterans with ID.
What else: Season tickets are $70 for 
adults, $62 for ages 62 and older.
How to buy tickets: www.
westfieldplayhouse.org
Where to call for tickets or information: 
317-402-3341.
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Noblesville Lions Award Scholarship And Induct New Member

Photos courtesy of Noblesville Lions
On the left, On Sep 13th the Noblesville Lions inducted Hayden Parsons into the club. Hayden is new to the Noblesville area, and was welcomed by the club. He 
is sponsored by Lion Walt Scheid. Pictured: Lion Jeff Kozicki inducted Hayden Parsons, along with Sponsor Lion Walt Scheid. On the right, the Noblesville Lions 
awarded the $500 Ivy Tech Scholarship to Morgan Testa. Morgan plans on Radiology as a major. After completing Ivy Tech, she plans on continued studies at a 
college or university. Her parent is Jennifer Testa. Pictured: Morgan Testa and Lion Gary Hipes, Scholarship Committee Chairman.

46 HOME
SERVICES

317.741.8666

Handyman Services
TV Mounting • Light Ceiling Fans

Home Automation
Shelf Mounting • Plumbing Repair

10% OFF when you mention 
this ad

A&J CONSTRUCTION 
& CONCRETE LLC

Adrien Busby
765-716-1513

Jose Rodriguez
317-560-7967

Concrete • All Exterior Work • Privacy Fencing 
Custom Outdoor Living Areas

DRYWALL

PRESSURE WASHING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

FENCING

CLEAN OUTS

Home Improvement, 
Paint, Drywall, Remodeling

Expert in 

Free Quotes

WE ARE A SUPERIOR ELECTRICAL COMPANY
SERVING INDIANAPOLIS & SURROUNDING AREAS

317-379-4615

Free Estimates

Insured
Basic Cornhole

Boards &
Accessories

Cornhole Boards
Cornhole Bags
Scoreboards

317.645.6258
Family Owned & Operated

Brad’s Remodeling/Home Repair
bradleypurvis317@gmail.com    317.653.7427

Free Estimates

I do anything

Indoor & Outdoor 

Siding • Soffit • Gutters
Window Replacement

$20 OFF
FIRST CLEANING

574-612-8684

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Free Estimates

BI-WEEKLY & WEEKLY CLEANING

CLEAN CUT LAWN &
LANDSCAPING LLC

317-428-9813

Aeration 
Accepting New Snow Removal Contracts

Holiday Light Installation

317-610-9404

• Bi-weekly Cleaning

• Move In/Move Out 

• Deep Cleaning

• Monthly Cleaning

• Post Construction

• Carpet Shampooing
DANNY’S 
TREE SERVICE

317 - 474 - 0834
Mulching - Shrubs - Hedges & Bushes 
Tree Pruning Stump Removal & More

Proudly serving you since 1982

211 W Broadway St.
Fortville

317-361-5625

Open mic night every 
Tuesday 6 PM - 8 PM

at Denver ’s Garage

Private Lessons
Band Experiences

& Music Production
All Under One Roof

 Family Owned Since 1921 

 437 Gradle Drive
 Carmel, Indiana 46032 317.844.4800
 hugheyhartman@att.net Larry Hughey • Owner

 Family Owned Since 1921 

 437 Gradle Drive
 Carmel, Indiana 46032 317.844.4800
 hugheyhartman@att.net Larry Hughey • Owner

K-Ray’s Auto Detailing
765-810-6210Call or 

Text
Kalum Ray

Free
Estimates

Insured

317-350-3195

Serving all of 
Hamilton County

Commercial
Residential

Free Quotes Free Quotes
Noah Champman

Owner

Serving all of IndianaLuxury • Marine • Recreational
We are here to protect your investment

Patio Furniture 
Repairs LLC

317-347-1181 • 317-702-1339
Vinyl Strapping, Fabric Sling Repair, 
Custom Cushions, Wicker Re-coatingSpecializing in

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!  After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online here: IndianaPublicNotices.com
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THE GUTTER GUY
& ROOFING LLC

317-513-3634
ZACHFLOYD6@GMAIL.COM

METAL ROOFING
SIDING

GUTTERING
ROOM ADDITIONS
CUSTOM KITCHEN
CUSTOM BATHS

NEW CONSTRUCTION
PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL
REMODEL

POLE BARNS
CONCRETE

765-617-1802

Plumbing

Repairs

Bathroom 
Remodels

Sewer 
Cleaning

Free Quotes

David Farms
Tipton, IN

We are a family owned & operated farm
• No Antibiotics 
• No Steroids
• No Hormones 
• Grain Fed

FROM OUR FARM TO YOUR FAMILY
Gary David

765-434-2960
Austin David

765-434-9501
Check us out on Facebook

$2.70 a pound hanging weight
We are the cheapest around!

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings! After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online:

IndianaPublicNotices.com • TheTimes24-7.com



Dear EarthTalk: How 
can I be a more envi-
ronmentally responsible 
parent? 

Sustainable parenting 
isn’t easy given all the 
ways modern society 
has become largely a 
profusion of disposable 
products. Besides making 
conscious decisions about 
the products you buy, 
you also have to think 
about teaching your kids 
to do the right thing—and 
you can never start too 
early.

One way to do the right 
thing by the planet is opt-
ing for reusable diapers. 
The average American 
baby uses 7,000 dispos-
able diapers over the 
course of a typical three-
year run. Some 200,000 
trees are cut down each 
year in the U.S. alone 
to provide the wood 
pulp found in diapers. 
To make matters worse, 
the diaper’s plastic and 
absorbent polymers are 
not recyclable.

Nowadays you can 
purchase reusable dia-
pers at a local Walmart 
or Target, or online. 
Popular brands include 
Cotton Babies, Nora’s 
Nursery and Green 
Mountain. Many people 
are concerned about the 
washing process, but it 
is relatively simple. For 
liquid waste, you should 
pre-rinse the diaper with 
water. For solid waste, 
you should allocate a 
spatula or knife as a 
“scraper” and dispose of 
the waste in the toilet. 

You can purchase a dry 
pail to hold the diapers 
until laundry day. Keep 
in mind, reusable diapers 
must be washed with 
water that is at least 140 
degrees Fahrenheit (60 
degrees Celsius) to kill 
bacteria.

Another environmental 
hazard of parenthood is 
baby wet wipes. Almost 
all, even the “flushable” 
ones, contain micro-
plastics which do not 
biodegrade. This causes 
buildup in pipes because 
grease tends to accu-
mulate on the plastic. 
Also, these microplastics 
can get into local water 
bodies and be ingested by 
marine wildlife. A solu-
tion is to create your own 
reusable wet wipes. Buy 
cotton or bamboo baby 
washcloths and cut them 
into eight-inch by eight-
inch squares. For the 
wipe solution, oft-used 
ingredients include aloe 
vera, gentle baby wash or 
Castile soap, natural oils, 
and water. Other recipes 
can be found online. You 
can keep this solution in a 
spray bottle to use when 
needed. Store not-yet-
used wipes in a clean 
airtight container. Spray 
them thoroughly with the 
solution before use. Store 
soiled wipes in a dry pail 
until you do laundry. As 
with reusable diapers, 
you should scrape off sol-
id waste before washing.

Another major source 
of waste from kids is 
toys, most of which are 
made of cheap plastic 
and end up landfills. 
According to the Yale 
Environmental Review, 
toys constitute six per-

cent of landfill plastics 
worldwide. Today, there 
are many online services 
where you can order a 
monthly subscription 
for rentable plastic and 
wooden toys. If your 
child gets bored, you 
can send the old toys in 
and receive new ones in 
the mail in the matter of 
days. The toys that you 
send in are sanitized and 
sent to other families.

Aside from these 
options, you could also 
make homemade food to 
reduce packaging waste. 
Buying second-hand 
clothes is also a simple 
and cheaper way to re-
duce your landfill foot-
print. But arguably, the 
most important thing you 
can do is to educate your 
children about environ-
mental issues and encour-
age sustainable practices.

-CONTACTS: How to 
be a sustainable parent, 
bbc.com/future/arti-
cle/20221123-how-to-be-
a-sustainable-parent; Most 
materials are recyclable, so 
why can’t children’s toys 
be sustainable? environ-
ment-review.yale.edu/
most-materials-are-recycla-
ble-so-why-cant-childrens-
toys-be-sustainable; Should 
We Ditch Wet Wipes? 
envirotech-online.com/news/
water-wastewater/9/break-
ing-news/should-we-ditch-
wet-wipes/46063.

EarthTalk® is produced 
by Roddy Scheer & Doug 
Moss for the 501(c)3 non-
profit EarthTalk. See more 
at https://emagazine.com. 
To donate, visit https://
earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Forgive 
me, but 
this week is 
about us . 
. . the little 
newspaper 
industry that 
could . . . 
and you.

Let’s start 
with an old 

saying: Only a fool be-
lieves they’re safe because 
the hole in the canoe is at 
the other end.

We got trouble in this 
country. I’ve borrowed 
that line from Robert Pres-
ton, AKA Prof. Harold 
Hill a few times over the 
years. Hard to believe A) 
we need to keep using it 
and B) things are worse, 
perhaps worse than ever? 
Certainly not in recent 
memory anyways. A wise 
old buzzard observed that 
it hasn’t been this bad 
since tanks and National 
Guard were in the streets 
in the late ‘60s, early ‘70s.

The left is fighting the 
right, the right is swinging 
away at the left and a lot 
of noses in the middle are 
getting bloodied. Think 
about this for a second. 
There is a distinct possi-
bility that Donald Trump 
may be found guilty, 
sentenced and win the 
presidential election from 
inside a jail cell.

What would that say 
about our country? Can 
you imagine?

In the midst of this, a 
little newspaper in Kansas 
was raided recently. I’m 
told that the local gov-
ernment was upset about 
questions the paper was 
asking. How dare it! So 
a judge issued a search 
warrant and the search 
and seizure that followed 
went way beyond norms. 
Computers, databases and 
cell phones were taken by 
people who may as well 
have been wearing brown 
shirts.

It’s a long story, but 
the important takeaways 
are that our government 
shouldn’t be able to basi-
cally shut down a newspa-
per because they don’t like 
something that newspaper 
is doing. Most important-
ly, the elderly owner of 
the paper died of a heart 
attack the next day. Five 

days later, everything was 
returned to the paper . . . 
like nothing had happened. 
A person died and freedom 
of the press was flushed 
down a toilet.

Like. Nothing. Had. 
Happened.

Let’s look at our nation-
al political scene.

Love him, hate him 
or don’t care about him, 
Donald Trump probably 
isn’t deserving of being 
the target of almost 100 
indictments.

Hey, to be clear – Even 
some Trump supporters 
have been on record for 
a long time saying he’s 
an arrogant, pompous, 
blowhard. It’s hard in his-
torical terms to paint him 
as the greatest president. 
The facts show that he did 
not drain the swamp like 
he said he would, and in 
fact, added a few trillion to 
our national debt. Before 
anyone goes nuts, let’s be 
more specific. He grew 
the national debt by 40 
percent.

We should not be OK 
with that.

But we should also not 
be OK with the guy being 
the target of an investiga-
tion from before he took 
the oath of office – an 
investigation that every-
one now agrees was made 
up as a campaign tactic 
against him. We should 
not be OK with multiple 
politicians lying that they 
had personally seen the ev-
idence (hello Adam Schiff, 
Nancy Pelosi and Chuck 
Schumer) against Trump 
that he was an agent of a 
foreign government. We 
should not be OK with the 
constant witch hunt that 
ran throughout his entire 
presidency. We should 
not be OK with Trump’s 
constant lies or over 
exaggerations or whatever 
you want to call them. Nor 
should we be OK with 
how he treats women – or 
his idiotic mugshot.

If Trump and Biden are 
the best we can offer as a 
country . . . well, is there 
a sadder statement?

Lastly, we should not be 
OK with a government that 
tries to silence its enemies 
– enemies who are Ameri-
cans, we might add – not a 
foreign power.

So, what does the news-
paper in Kansas, the crap-
py presidential contenders 
and the war between the 
left and the right have to 
do with each other?

Us.
You’ve all heard the 

definition of insanity – 
keep doing the same thing 
and expect a different 
outcome. Well, we – as 
in we the people – have 
to stop doing the same 
thing. If you are a Biden 
or Trump fan, how about 
hopping off the crazy train 
to nowheresville for a 
minute and admit neither 
did or are doing a good 
job? How about instead 
of ripping the guy or gal 
across the aisle from your 
political bent we try to see 
if we can find some com-
mon ground? How about 
if we all acknowledge that 
our government ain’t what 
it used to be?

How about if we work 
together to demand better? 
Hell, I’ll vote for a Dem-
ocrat if they have a decent 
plan and seem to be at 
least halfway honest. I’ll 
do the same for a Repub-
lican if they meet those 
standards.

I’ll start trusting our 
government again when 
we band together and fire 
those in power who are 
only about power.

We’ve fallen and I’m 
not sure we can get back 
up. But get up we must, 
and the only way we can 
do that is by working 
together. If anyone hasn’t 
learned by now that the 
federal government doesn’t 
have the answer, they nev-
er will. Keep electing good 
people at the local level 
and demand more from 
inside the Beltway.

I hate to break it to you, 
but it’s one of the very few 
answers that has a shot at a 
happy ending.

-Two cents, which is about 
how much Timmons said his 
columns are worth, appears 
periodically in The Times. 
Timmons is the chief execu-
tive officer of Sagamore News 
Media, the company that 
owns The Noblesville Times. 
He is also a proud Noblesville 
High School graduate and 
can be contacted at ttim-
mons@thetimes24-7.com.

A4	 Thursday, September 21, 2023	 The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County

SERVICE DIRECTORY
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BussellFamilyFunerals.com

Donna Bussell
Owner/Director

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032

317-587-2001

Traditional Services
Affordable Cremation

Pre-Planning

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood
2301 E. Conner 

Noblesville
317-773-3288

Since 1964

Online Ordering is HERE! 
Visit our new website at 

www.jdrest.com 
to order now! 

Sign up for our email list 
to receive weekly 

deals and specials!
Monday - Saturday 6:30 AM - 9 PM

Sunday 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

2301 E. Conner 
Noblesville

317-773-3288

Since 1964

Online Ordering is HERE! 
Visit our new website at 

www.jdrest.com 
to order now! 

Sign up for our email list 
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deals and specials!
Monday - Saturday 6:30 AM - 9 PM

Sunday 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM

FUNERAL SERVICES

RESTAURANTSHOME SERVICES PHOTOGRAPHERSFUNERAL SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE

Alexander’s
Auto & Radiator Repair

Hours:
Monday - Friday

8 AM - 5 PM

317-773-7098
820 Hannibal Street

Noblesville

TIM 
TIMMONS
Two Cents

It’s OK, The Hole In The 
Canoe Is On Other End

Sustainable Parenting 101

30 years
in business

TREE TRIMMING • REMOVAL• STUMP GRINDING

FullyInsured

INSURED

Windows
by Phil

...and more!

Gutters • Roofing
Window Replacement

50 years in 
construction

Check me out on Facebook:
Windows by Phil

765.552.3076
          765.635.7247 (Cell)

THE TIMES

Thanks for reading The Times!
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Þ BETSY  From Page A1

Meet the CAST
Sweeney Todd, Mike 
Lipphardt, Noblesville; 
Mrs. Lovett, Claire Slaven, 
Indianapolis; Anthony 
Hope, Nate Moore, 
Kokomo; Johanna Barker, 
Lizzie Schultz, Noblesville; 
Tobias Ragg, Alex Bast, 
Indianapolis; Judge Turpin, 
John Parks Whitaker, 
Westfield; The Beadle, 
Bailey Hunt, Noblesville; 
Beggar Woman, Tessa 
Gibbons, Noblesville; 
Adolfo Pirelli, Chris 
Ritchie, Indianapolis; 
Jonas Fogg, Ensemble, 
Aidan Morris, Lawrence/
Geist; Ensemble, Brynn 
Lee and  Cassidy Maymon 
of Carmel, Claire Couture 
of Castleon, Dezi Dagey 
of Tipton, Grant Bowen, 
Jake Hobbs of Lawrence, 
Jericho Franke of Fishers, 
Laura Hicks, Laura Wertz 
of Noblesville, Lindsay 
Herr of Lebanon, Lucas 
Bowley, Molly Lewis of 
Kokomo, Tanner Brunson 
of Noblesville.

Meet the CREW
Producer, Ka’Lena 
Cuevas, Fishers; Director, 
Andrea Odle, Noblesville; 
Assistant Director/
Choreographer, Amber 
Shatto, Indianapolis; 
Musical Director, Laura 
Hicks, Pendleton; Assistant 
Musical Director, Kata 
Ewigleben; Vocal Captain, 
Chris Ritchie; Student 
Director and Sound 
Operator, Clay Howard, 
Noblesville;  Stage 
Manager, Dwayne Lewis, 
Westfield; Set Designer, 
Jay Ganz, Fishers; Set 
Construction Lead, Mason 
Odle, Noblesville; Set 
Construction, Mason 
Odle, JB Scoble, Amber 
Shatto, Fred Margison 
of Speedway, Tom Riddle 
of Indianapolis, Jacob 
Spencer, Xavier Lewis, 
Dwayne Lewis, Claire 
Slaven, Molly Lewis, 
Lindsey Herr, Rylee Odle 
of Noblesville; Sound 
Operator, Rob Stokes; 
Lighting Designer, Sue 
Kuehnhold; Lighting 
Operator, J Herold of 
Noblesville; Costumes, 
Karen Webster-Cones, 
Indianapolis; Properties, 
Haley Wright, Broad 
Ripple; Hair and Makeup, 
Tessa Gibbons.

dramatic 
or upbeat 
and full of 
sunshine,” 
said the 
Noblesville 
resident, 
whose 

show continues weekends 
through Oct. 1.

The storyline: Sweeney 
Todd, an unjustly exiled 
barber, returns to 19th 
century London, seek-
ing vengeance against 
the lecherous judge who 
framed him and ravaged 
his young wife. The road 
to revenge leads Todd to 
Mrs. Lovett, a resourceful 
proprietress of a failing 
pie shop, above which 
he opens a new barber 
practice. Mrs. Lovett’s 
luck sharply shifts when 
Todd’s thirst for blood 
inspires the integration of 
an ingredient into her meat 
pies that has the people of 
London lining up... and 
the carnage has only just 
begun.

It’s Odle’s second time 
directing for Main Street 
Productions at the West-
field venue. Her first show 
was “White Christmas” 
musical, a massive under-
taking in itself.

So what would make her 
determined to do another 
big show?

“I enjoyed the challenge 
‘White Christmas’ brought 
and wanted another show 
that would put butts in the 
seats and grab the patrons’ 
attention for the rest of 
Westfield’s upcoming 
season,” Odle said.

The major difference 
in the two musicals is the 
dancing and choreogra-
phy. “White Christmas” 
required tap dancing and 
heavily choreographed 
company dance numbers. 
“Sweeney” is more strate-
gic placement “and fancy 
blocking, as I call it,” she 
said.

“Sweeney Todd” was 
on Odle’s bucket list to 
direct because of the depth 
of the characters.

“Yes, Sweeney is out 
for revenge, but his heart 
was broken and his drive 
to rectify his horrible situ-
ation is admirable.”

The production’s music 
and lyrics are by Stephen 
Sondheim.

“The music is especially 
challenging,” she said. 
“Sondheim, at times, has 
a wonderful way with 
words. In other instances, 
his words make absolute-
ly no sense. But we love 
them because the music is 
so captivating.”

Challenges of the show?
“The No. 1 challenge 

of the show -- other than 
the insane musicality -- is 
the set,” Odle said. “This 
set is two stories and very 
elaborate. We need to 
have a trap door in the 
second story for Todd’s 
victims to descend. We 
also need to allow the 
audience to step into the 
world of 1860s London.”

Directing the show “was 
certainly a labor of love,” 
Odle said. “I’ve enjoyed 
working on this master-
piece for the past eight 
weeks.”

“Sweeney Todd” is a 
dark comedy, horror-mu-
sical. 

“The eerie factor is the 
most intriguing part of the 
production,” Odle said. 
“The music lends itself 
to being dark and creepy, 
so that helps. The fan-
tastic lighting effects that 
(2022 Noblesville High 
School grad) Clay Howard 
expertly designed pulls 
the audience into Sweeney 
Todd’s world and holds 
them there until the end.”

The show attracted 
many to the auditions.

“We had almost 70 
enormously talented musi-
cians audition for ‘Swee-
ney Todd.”

She said, “The show is 
not done too often because 
of its immense undertak-
ing, so I think people flock 
to it when it is offered.”

What else?
Odle said, “When I 

first received the honor 
of being chosen to direct 
‘Sweeney,’ there were 
three phone calls I made.”

First, she called set 
designer Jay Ganz. “In my 
humble opinion, he is one 
of the best set designers 

in the business. We spoke 
for a moment, and he put 
our vision to paper. It is 
exactly what I saw in my 
head.”

“Two: I needed some-
one to build it. Someone 
that that would not give 
up until it was perfect and 
would put their heart and 
soul into the structure. 
Keeping everyone safe and 
accepting change orders 
with grand and the words 
‘yes, dear.’ Mason Odle, 
my husband.”

“Third: I needed a 
magnificent artist that 
would transform wood 
into whatever we needed 
it to be. Every surface of 
that stage has been painted 
to create the multidimen-
sional feeling of the dirty 
streets of London. Amber 
Shatto is an exceptional 
artist, and I couldn’t have 
done this without her.”

Costuming was “es-
pecially tough due to the 
sheer volume.” Costumer 
Karen Webster-Cones 
was in charge of coming 
up with more than 100 
costumes for the show. 

Hair and makeup were 
crafted by Tessa Gibbons, 
and the props, all 50 of 
them, were crafted by the 
talented Haley Wright. 
Odle said, “I truly believe 
that girl could make any-
thing.”

Lastly, she said, “My 
right hand and stage 
manager Dwayne Lewis 
took our masterpiece and 
made it his own. I could 
not have done any of this 
without him. If we needed 
anything, props, set piec-
es, muscle, an extra, he 
was there.”     

-Betsy Reason writes about 
people, places and things in 
Hamilton County. Reach The 
Times Editor Betsy Reason at 
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Lizzie Schults of Noblesville, a 2023 Noblesville High 
School graduate, plays the role of Johanna Barker, 
who’s raised in a chamber and whose only connec-
tion to the outside world is her window, with Anthony 
Hope (Nate Moore) in “Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street,” a horror-musical that opens 
tonight at Basile Westfield Playhouse.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Adolfo Pirelli (Chris Ritchie) knows Sweeney Todd’s 
true identity and threatens to expose him in “Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,” a 
horror-musical that opens tonight at Basile Westfield 
Playhouse.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Aidan Morris, Tanner Brunson and Jericho Franke in 
a scene from “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street,” a musical that opens tonight at Basile 
Westfield Playhouse, and features a fabulous set 
designed by Jay Ganz and constructed by director 
Andrea Odle’s husband, Mason Odle, and others.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Beggar woman (Tessa Gibbons of Noblesville) in a 
scene from “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street,” a musical that opens tonight at Basile 
Westfield Playhouse.

ANDREA ODLE

Interior/Exterior Painting
Drywall Repairs & New Build Homes

Remodels & Small Framing Jobs

317-730-4900

Stump 
Grinding

& 
Seasoned 
Firewood

Rent a Man Tree Service
Fully Insured

Veteran & Senior Discounts

Big or Small 
We Cut Them All

765-757-1713

WE ARE HIRING
Direct Support Professionals

Up to $16.60/hour

903 South Sheridan
Sheridan, IN 46069

317-758-5330

We have positions in Noblesville, 
Westfield, & Sheridan

Apply at
www.rescarecommunityliving.com/careers

317-750-6422

Spring Clean Up
Fall Clean Up

Lawn & Bed Maintenance
Leaf Removal

Mulch
Planting

10% OFF
FOR AUGUST

DEEP CLEANS
MONTHLY • REOCCURING

MOVE-IN/MOVE-OUT CLEANING

Sunshine and Love Photography 
would love to get to know you and 

your story so we can create a 
beautiful memory together! 

We offer a variety of services from 
families, graduates, maternity, newborn, 

milestones, boudoir, pets and more! 
There are still 

sessions available for fall
and Christmas minis.

Contact Emily at 
317-750-5283 

to book your time today

PUBLIC NOTICES
CITY OF FISHERS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received:
By / At:	 City of Fishers, Indiana
		  Department of Public Works
		  10212 Eller Road
		  Fishers, Indiana 46038
Project:	 Department of Public Works Electrical Upgrades
Until:	 9:00 A.M., local time, October 26, 2023
Receipt of Bids: Bids received after the stated time will be returned 

unopened. Bids are to be submitted on the Bid Form as provided in the Project 
Manual and on Indiana State Board of Accounts Form No. 96 (revised 2013) as 
required by the statutes of the State of Indiana. Bidders shall submit financial 
data, statement of experience, proposed plan for performing the Work and the 
equipment the Bidder has available for the performance of the Work, along with 
a properly signed Affidavit of Non-Collusion as required by Form No. 96. Bids 
shall be submitted in a sealed envelope, marked with the name and address of the 
Bidder, and clearly identified:

SEALED BID: Department of Public Works Electrical Upgrades
Bid Opening: Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud by the City of 

Fishers at the Department of Public Works, 10212 Eller Road Fishers, Indiana 
46038, at 9:00 AM, local time, October 26, 2023.

Pre-Bid Meeting: A Pre-Bid meeting for interested parties will be held on 
Thursday, September 28 2023 at 9:00 AM, local time at 10212 Eller Road Fishers, 
IN 46038. For special accommodations for individuals planning to attend the 
Pre-Bid meeting or public bid opening, please call or notify the City of Fishers at 
(317) 595-3160 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior thereto.

The Work: The Work shall be completed by certified / qualified 
Contractor(s) and Subcontractor(s) for the Project all as required by the Bidding 
Documents which have been assembled into a bound Project Manual and consists 
of:

(1) Cover Page
(2) Notice to Bidder
(3) Instructions to Bidder
(4) Bid Form
(5) Agreement
(6) Notice of Award
(7) Manufacturer’s List
(8) Subcontractor’s List
Contract Award: Any Bid may be withdrawn prior to the deadline for 

receipt of Bids, but no Bidder shall withdraw its Bid within sixty (60) days 
after the opening of the Bids. If a contract is awarded, it will be to the “lowest 
responsible and responsive bidder” in accordance with Indiana Code 36-1-12-1 
et seq. The Owner, however, reserves the right to reject and/or cancel any and all 
Bids, solicitations and/or offers in whole or in part as specified in the solicitation 
when it is not in the best interests of the Owner, and waive any informalities, 
discrepancies, omissions, variances, or irregularities in bids received in its sole 
discretion. The Bid Bonds and certified checks of unsuccessful bidders will be 
returned upon selection of  the successful Bidder, execution of the Agreement, 
and provision of the required Performance and Payment Bonds and Certificate of 
Insurance.

Bid Documents: Interested Bidders may obtain electronic Bidding 
Documents from https://www.fishers.in.us/bids.aspx. All other Bidders may 
purchase electronic or printed sets directly from City of Fishers Department of 
Public Works, 10212 Eller Road, Fishers IN 46038.

All questions concerning bidding shall be directed to Eric Steiner, Assistant 
Director of Public Works via email at steinere@fishers.in.us and copied to Eric 
Pethtel, Director of Public Works at pethtele@fishers.in.us.

Bid Documents – Review:
Construction will be in accordance with the Bidding Documents, which 

may be viewed at
1. City of Fishers Department of Public Works, 10212 Eller Road, Fishers 

IN 46038
Bidders shall assure that they have obtained complete sets of Bidding 

Documents and the Project Manual and shall assume the risk of any errors or 
omissions in Bids prepared in reliance on incomplete sets of Bidding Documents 
or Project Manual. Bids must be submitted on the forms contained in the Project 
Manual and must contain the names of every person or company interested 
therein.

Bid Security: Each Bid shall be accompanied by bid security in the form 
of a Bid Bond as provided in the Project Manual in the amount of ten percent 
(10%) of the total Bid amount, including alternates with a satisfactory corporate 
surety qualified to do business in the State of Indiana or by a certified check made 
payable to the City of Fishers, on a solvent bank in the amount of ten percent 
(10%) of the amount of the total Bid including alternates. The Bid Bond or 
certified check shall be security that the successful Bidder will, within ten (10) 
calendar days or such other time specified by Owner from the acceptance of the 
Bid, execute the Agreement and provide the required Payment and Performance 
Bonds, included in the Project Manual and Certificate of Insurance.

Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment Bond:
A Performance Bond with good and sufficient surety as required by the 

Owner on the Form provided in the Project Manual, shall be required of the 
successful Bidder in an amount equal to at least one hundred percent (100%) of 
the Contract Sum, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the Agreement. 
The surety of the Performance Bond may not be released until one (1) year after 
the Owner’s final settlement with the Contractor.

The Contractor shall provide a Payment Bond with a good and sufficient 
surety as required by the Owner on Form provided in the Project Manual, in an 
amount equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract Sum. The Payment 
Bond is binding on the Contractor, its subcontractors, and their successors and 
assigns for the payment of all indebtedness to a person for labor and services 
performed, material furnished, or services rendered. The Payment Bond must state 
that it is for the benefit of the subcontractors, laborers, material suppliers, and 
those performing services. The surety of the Payment Bond may not be released 
until one (1) year after the Owner’s final settlement with the Contractor.

All out-of-state bidder corporations must have a Certificate of Authority 
to do business in the State. Application forms may be obtained by contacting the 
Secretary of State, State of Indiana, Statehouse, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.

CITY OF FISHERS
TL20774  9/21    9/28/  2t   hspaxlp

TheTimes24-7.comTheTimes24-7.com
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Stumpers
1. If the population is 35,491 and ~25% 
are Swiss Amish, about how many people 

are Swiss Amish?

2. Adams County was established in 
1835, how old is it?

3. How many high schools does Adams 
County have?

4. With an area of 340 square miles, 
about how many people per square mile 

are there?

Answers: 1. 8,600 2. 183 Years Old 3. Three.  
4. About One Hundred and Five

Word
Scrambler

1. ADECRUT
2. SMIAH
3. RATSS
4. NERBE
5. TEJS

Unscramble the words below!

Answers: 1. Decatur 2. Amish 3. Stars. 4. Berne. 5 Jets.

To help support literacy please support 
Newspapers in Education

If you’d like to be a sponsor,  
call (765) 361-0100 ext. 22

Did You Know?
• Adams County has three high schools, the 
Bellmont Braves, South Adams Starfires, and 
Adams Central Flying Jets

• Decatur is the county seat of Adams County. 
Berne, Geneva and Monroe are its other cities

• In 2017, about a quarter of the county’s population 
(estimated 8,600) was Swiss Amish

• David Anspaugh, the director of Hoosiers, was 
born in the Adams County seat of Decatur

• Adams County has a population of 35,491

Got Words?
Early settlers were attracted to the nearby Erie 

Canal around 1835. These settlers found dense forest 
and wild prairie when they arrived in the area. Why 
do you think the canal, forest and prairie would have 

benefited settlers at that time?

÷
‰

≥

≥

≥

≥‰ ÷

I
F&Facts un

ndiana
Adams County is the 

birthplace of Nobel Prize 
winning organic chemist 
Richard R. Schrock. He won 
the prize in 2005 for his 
work on an organic synthe-
sis technique. Here’s a tip of 
the seed corn cap to him.

NIE Newspapers In 
Education

A Program That Raises The Bar!
Brought To You By These Proud Supporters 

of Education in Montgomery County

To help support literacy please support Newspapers in Education
(765) 361-0100, Ext. 22

(765) 362-5878  
DAVISMORRISON.COM

765-361-8711
1516 S. Washington St.
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 Electric Light & Pow
er

Crawfordsville Electric Light and Power is a proud member of the Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency (IMPA), the wholesale power provider to 60 cities and towns in 

Indiana and Ohio.  IMPA’s member’s rates are among the lowest in the state.  For 
more information, visit IMPA’s website at www.impa.com.

Visit www.impa.com for even more electric safety tips!

Nearly 50,000 fires in the US are caused by electrical failures 
or malfunctions annually, resulting in more than 400 deaths, 
1,500 injuries and $1.4 billion in property damage.  Follow 

these steps to prevent overloads and lower your risk of 
electrical fires.

Practice Electrical Safety:
Don’t overload your home!

Use appropriate 
watt bulbs for 

lighting fixtures.

Only plug one 
heat producing 
appliance into 
a receptacle 

outlet at a time.

Never use 
extension cords 
or multi-outlet 
converters for 

appliances.

Power strips only add 
additional outlets; 

they do not change 
the amount of power 

being received from the 
outlet.

celp.com
(765) 362-1900

NAPAonline.com
(765) 362-3840

Office: 765-362-5060
Cell: 765-918-7122

410 Waynetown Rd.
jeff.neal@yahoo.com

~
~

~
~
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Purdue Welcomes Its Most Selective Incoming Class
Purdue University is 

welcoming its most se-
lective class of incoming 
students for the 2023-24 
academic year, mark-
ing a ninth consecutive 
record-breaking year of 
undergraduate applicants 
and enrollments, and 
another overall record for 
the number of graduate 
and undergraduate stu-
dents. This year’s incom-
ing undergraduate class 
was selected at a 50% 
admission rate — 3 per-
centage points lower than 
last year — from among 
72,800 applicants.

“The Class of 2027 is 
the most selective drawn 
from the largest pool of 
undergraduate applicants 
since the Common App 
was used at Purdue,” 
said Purdue President 
Mung Chiang. “We also 
welcome master’s and 
doctorate students who 
are arriving to the largest 
graduate student enroll-
ment on record. Excel-
lence at scale is truly 
reflected in our students.”

Propelled by a string of 
strong rising national and 
global rankings reflecting 
its heightened academic 
profile, a sustained com-
mitment to affordability 
from a dozen years of 
frozen tuition, and the 
resultant record applicant 
numbers, total enrollment 
at Purdue’s West Lafay-
ette campus has reached 
an all-time high of 52,211 
students this semester, 
including 47,889 in resi-
dence at West Lafayette. 

Driven by scholarly 
excellence, this figure 
includes a record 39,170 
undergraduates from 
all 50 states and over 
120 countries as well as 
12,136 graduate students, 
the most ever, pursuing 
advanced degrees — up 
42% over the past decade. 
Another 905 students are 
pursuing professional 
degrees.

Undergraduate appli-
cations increased nearly 
7% this year to 72,800 
— and have surged 82% 
from 40,025 since 2013 
when Common App was 
adopted. That has pow-
ered a 34% jump in total 
undergraduate enrollment 
since the 2014-15 aca-
demic year.

As West Lafayette stu-
dent numbers approach a 
plateau and construction 
begins on new student 
housing projects recently 
approved by Purdue’s 
Board of Trustees, this 
year’s incoming class of 
undergraduate beginners 
is 9,285 — intentionally 
smaller than the record 
incoming class of 10,191 
set in 2021. On average, 
this year’s incoming 
student reports a 3.78 
GPA, its highest level in 
15 years.

Provost and Execu-
tive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and 
Diversity Patrick Wolfe 
said, “Our decade-long 
push to enhance schol-
arly excellence at Pur-
due while maintaining 
affordability and access 
has proved a winning 
strategy. I’m especially 
proud that our enroll-
ment of students from 
underrepresented groups 
has reached its highest 
count and proportion — 
6,215, or 12% of total 
enrollment — in at least 
a decade. This reflects the 
strides being made by our 
faculty through Purdue’s 
$75 million Equity Task 
Force initiative, launched 
in 2020 by our Board of 
Trustees.”

Purdue’s College of 
Engineering and Col-
lege of Science received 
over 22,000 and 18,000 
applicants, respectively, 
followed by the newly 
reimagined Mitchell E. 
Daniels, Jr. School of 
Business with over 7,300 
applicants. Health and 

Human Sciences exceed-
ed 7,000 applications 
for the first time, while 
the Purdue Polytechnic 
Institute and Liberal 
Arts received over 5,100 
and 4,600 applications, 
respectively. More than 
3,200 prospective stu-
dents applied directly to 
Exploratory Studies, over 
2,000 to Agriculture and 
more than 600 to Educa-
tion, with undergraduate 
programs in Pharmacy 
and Veterinary Medicine 
drawing an additional 
1,400 applicants in total.

Purdue’s record grad-
uate enrollment includes 
over 5,200 residential 
PhD students across 84 
subjects, more than 3,600 
master’s students enrolled 
through Purdue Univer-
sity Online and nearly 
3,000 residential master’s 
students, among others.

Professional programs 
at Purdue also contin-
ue to flourish and to 
strengthen; one sustained 
high point among sev-
eral is Purdue’s Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine. 
Applications there have 
risen more than 200% the 
past decade to 1,749, with 
99 offers extended this 
year prior to the national 
acceptance date of April 
15, and an enrollment of 
84 new students — mak-
ing it far and away one 
of Purdue’s most com-
petitive and in-demand 
programs.

Student excellence and 
access

With affordability and 
accessibility at the fore-
front of its mission and 

buoyed by nearly a de-
cade of record enrollment 
totals, Purdue has kept 
tuition at $9,992 per year 
for Indiana residents and 
$28,794 for out-of-state 
students for 12 consec-
utive years since 2012-13.

In tandem with that 
sustained effort, one-
year loan borrowing per 
Purdue undergraduate 
has decreased by 40% 
since 2012. And with 
tuition unchanged at least 
through the 2024-25 
school year, savings for 
Boilermaker students and 
their families will have 
totaled more than $1 bil-
lion for educational and 
living expenses, versus 
what they would have 
paid if Purdue had raised 
tuition and fees at the na-
tional average. And annu-
al in-state tuition would 
be $1,400 higher today if 
Purdue had followed the 
national trend.

Seventy-five percent of 
Indiana resident appli-
cants were offered admis-
sion to Purdue’s flagship 
West Lafayette campus 
this year, while nearly 
all others received offers 
of admission elsewhere 
within the Purdue system.

A rising national, global 
profile

The land-grant univer-
sity’s enhanced national 
profile also continues to 
play a major role in driv-
ing enrollment to record 
levels:

• Purdue boasts 42 
academic programs and 
specialties — 29 graduate 
and 13 undergraduate 
— ranked in the top 10 

or top 10th percentile 
by U.S. News & World 
Report. Highlights in-
clude the No. 1 graduate 
programs in analytical 
chemistry and in agri-
cultural and biological 
engineering and the No. 1 
online master’s programs 
in electrical engineering, 
industrial engineering, 
mechanical engineering 
and engineering manage-
ment.

• QS World University 
rankings listed Purdue 
at No. 27 overall in the 
U.S. and No. 10 among 
U.S. public universities 
in 2024, up three spots 
from 2023. Purdue also 
was No. 99 among 1,500 
global universities, rising 
30 spots from 2023 to 
return to the top 100.

• Purdue was recog-
nized as a top 10 U.S. 
public university by 
The Wall Street Journal/
Times Higher Education 
in 2022. The rankings 
examined student out-
comes, including grad-
uates’ salaries and debt; 
academic resources such 
as how much is spent on 
teaching; student engage-
ment and how students 
feel equipped for the 
real world; and learning 
environments, including 
diversity of the student 
body and academic staff.

• For the first time, 
Purdue was named one of 
the World’s Most Innova-
tive Companies by Fast 
Company — coming in 
at No. 16 overall and No. 
1 in education — for its 
advances in the vital field 
of semiconductors and 
microelectronics. The 
only university among the 
magazine’s prestigious 
Top 50 Most Innova-
tive Companies, No. 16 
Purdue follows OpenAI 
(at No. 1, developer of 
ChatGPT and Dall-E) 
and leads NASA (No. 
17) and The Walt Disney 
Co. (No. 25). Overall, the 
list acknowledges 540 
organizations across 54 
categories and regions 
around the world.

• For two consecutive 
years, Purdue has been 
named a Fast Company 
Brand That Matters — 
the only university on 
the list both years. The 
annual designation honors 

organizations for com-
municating their brand’s 
mission and ideals with 
intention and authenticity.

• Purdue has enjoyed 
five consecutive years as 
a top 10 Most Innovative 
university as designated 
by U.S. News & World 
Report. In addition, 
Purdue was named the 
country’s No. 4 most 
trusted public university 
by Morning Consult.

Purdue University West 
Lafayette and systemwide 
enrollment demographics 
for fall 2023 semester:

• Graduate enrollment: 
12,136, including 3,611 
online-only, surpassing 
last year’s record of 
12,017 students.

• Professional degree 
enrollment: 905.

• Undergraduate resi-
dency: Indiana students, 
18,230; U.S. students 
from outside Indiana, 
16,956; and international 
students, 3,984.

• Total enrollment by 
gender: women, 22,117; 
men, 30,094.

• Total enrollment by 
self-reported ethnicity: 
Black or African Amer-
ican, 1,421, the most in 
over 15 years; Asian, 
6,488; Native Hawaiian 
or Pacific Islander, 22; 
Hispanic/Latino, 3,569; 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native, 56; and two or 
more races, 2,317.

• Total enrollment in 
West Lafayette: 52,211.

Polytechnic statewide: 
623. Purdue Polytech-
nic Institute degrees are 
offered in Anderson, 
Columbus, Indianapolis, 
Kokomo, Lafayette, New 
Albany, Richmond, South 
Bend and Vincennes. 

Additionally, fall 2023 
enrollment reached 
6,606 at Purdue North-
west, 6,288 at Purdue 
Fort Wayne and 5,496 
at IUPUI, pushing total 
enrollment for the Pur-
due system to a record 
106,331 students.

Purdue Global, the uni-
versity’s accredited and 
affordable online solution 
designed for the working 
adult with life experience 
and often some college 
credit, but no degree, 
reported an enrollment 
of 35,107 for September 
2023.

Photo courtesy of Purdue University
Students were welcomed to campus with a variety of activities, including campus 
tours, Fountain Fest and the traditional “Crossing the Tracks.” 

Survey Reveals Influences Of Political Ideology On Consumer Food Perceptions
Consumers generally 

remain more optimis-
tic about food prices 
compared to a year ago. 
However, individuals 
self-identified as having 
liberal political beliefs 
predict lower food 
inflation than those who 
identify as being conser-
vative, according to the 
August 2023 Consumer 
Food Insights Report. The 
report’s authors noted 
that people who describe 
themselves as conserva-
tive report higher food 
price inflation over the 
past year (5.7%) than offi-
cial government estimates 
(4.9%). 

The survey-based report 
out of Purdue University’s 
Center for Food Demand 
Analysis and Sustainabili-
ty assesses food spending, 
consumer satisfaction and 
values, support of agri-
cultural and food policies, 
and trust in information 
sources. Purdue experts 
conducted and evaluated 
the survey, which in-
cluded 1,200 consumers 
across the U.S.

“Food inflation expec-
tations suggest consumers 
continue to believe that 
food price inflation is 

cooling,” said the re-
port’s lead author Joseph 
Balagtas, professor of 
agricultural economics 
at Purdue and director of 
CFDAS. “Consumers also 
estimated a larger increase 
in food prices over the 
past year than is indicated 
by official estimates. This 
suggests that inflationary 
pressures are still very 
much at the forefront of 
consumers’ minds.” 

Consumer reports of 
food spending show an 
increase of nearly 9% 
in food at home (FAH) 
spending from August of 
last year, while spending 
on food away from home 
(FAFH) has remained 
relatively unchanged.

“Consumers may be 
opting to eat more home-
cooked meals as gov-
ernment measures show 
FAFH inflation staying 
higher than FAH infla-
tion,” Balagtas said. 

There are many 
positives to note in the 
category of food secu-
rity and satisfaction. 
The survey’s tracking 
shows food insecurity has 
dropped two percentage 
points from July (16% to 
14%) and is lower than 

the 2022 average for the 
first time in four months. 
The researchers also see 
a year-over-year decrease 
in the rate of consumers 
forgoing buying food 
while waiting for their 
next paycheck. These are 
all good signs of slowing 
food inflation during the 
past year, Balagtas said.

“Despite political 
differences, the U.S. food 
system continues to sat-
isfy the diets, needs and 
tastes of a wide range of 
consumers,” he said.

Additional key results 
include:

• Reported grocery 
stockouts decreased by 
three percentage points 
from July.

• Consumers most 
satisfied with their diets 
(thriving) make up 67% 
of consumers, the lowest 
recorded by this survey.

• Consumer food val-
ues, beliefs and trust vary 
by political ideology.

The August 2023 
survey results show little 
change between this year 
and last year regarding 
the attributes that individ-
uals with liberal, mod-
erate and conservative 
political beliefs consider 

important when buying 
food. The survey showed 
that people who iden-
tify as liberal value the 
social responsibility and 
environmental impact of 
their food purchases more 
than others. Individuals 
with conservative beliefs, 
meanwhile, place greater 
value on affordability, 
nutrition and taste.

The survey questions 
about consumer beliefs 
and trust showed big-
ger differences between 
consumers of differing 
political ideologies.

“Statements regarding 
a connection between the 
food system and climate 
change fielded varying 
levels of agreement,” said 
report co-author Elijah 
Bryant, a survey research 
analyst at the center. “The 
responses to the state-
ments about agriculture 
and meat consumption’s 
link to the environment 
reveal that a majority of 
people who check the 
liberal box agree, while 
a minority of those who 
check conservative agree 
with the statements.”

Bryant further noted 
that organizations such as 
the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration continue to 
be trusted sources of food 
information by consum-
ers of all political beliefs. 
Major news media outlets 
such as Fox News or 
CNN, however, tend to 
receive varying trustwor-
thiness scores depending 
on political beliefs.

The latest report also 
looked at how consumers 
might alter spending on 
pork products in response 
to animal welfare reg-
ulation. This topic was 
inspired by the Propo-
sition 12, Farm Animal 
Confinement legislation, 
which was passed in 
California and recently 
upheld by the Supreme 
Court.

“This regulation 
increases the minimum 
space requirements for 
veal calves, egg-laying 
hens and breeding pigs 
on commercial farms that 
are located in Califor-
nia or supply California 
consumers,” Bryant said. 
“We find that consumers 
consider price as the most 
important attribute when 
buying pork products, 
while animal welfare is 
one of the least important 
attributes, on average.”

This remains consistent 
across different income 
levels. However, when 
consumers were asked to 
respond to two hypothet-
ical price changes of the 
same magnitude, one that 
is a general price change 
and one that is caused by 
the Proposition 12 regula-
tion, the following insight 
was revealed.

“We saw responses that 
suggest animal welfare 
may be more important to 
consumers than previous-
ly thought,” Bryant said. 
Even though the price 
increase is the same size, 
fewer consumers would 
decrease their spending 
on pork knowing that 
the price increase was 
caused by animal welfare 
regulations.

The Center for Food 
Demand Analysis and 
Sustainability is part of 
Purdue’s Next Moves 
in agriculture and food 
systems and uses innova-
tive data analysis shared 
through user-friendly 
platforms to improve the 
food system. In addition 
to the Consumer Food 
Insights Report, the 
center offers a portfolio of 
online dashboards.
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