
It’s been 
an awesome 
month to be 
a student at 
Hamilton 
Heights Mid-
dle School. 
While there 
is always 
something 
going on that 
inspires, chal-
lenges, and 
motivates our 

students, two recent experiences 
stand out. Earlier this month the 
school welcomed a handful of 
local companies and organiza-
tions to serve as mock inter-
viewers to give 8th grade stu-
dents insight and experience into 
the interviewing process. Over 
170 students participated in a 
mock interview that left them 
more prepared and confident for 
their first real job interview.

The experience was led by 
Connor James, HHMS Business 
and Preparing for College and 
Careers Teacher. Special thanks 
to the following companies and 
organizations who helped make 
the event a success: Ryan Fire 
Protection (Kerry Hamlin/Britta-
ny Knight), Will Power Exca-
vation (Will Schuler/Mitchell 
Winningham), L & M Gardens 
(Lloyd Long), and HHSC (Re-
becca Nickless/Megan Kinney/
Ken Watson/Kathleen David-
son).

This week fifth grade students 
are participating in BizTown 
hosted and facilitated by Junior 
Achievement. While explor-
ing and working in BizTown, 
students can discover careers, 
build financial skills, collaborate 
with classmates, exercise civic 
duties, invest in the community, 
and more. Through this immer-
sive and interactive experience, 
led by Heather Greider and the 
other fifth grade teachers, stu-
dents learn about how business 
and city government work, the 
opportunity to operate bank and 
credit unions, manage restau-
rants and other retail business-
es, public utilities, and higher 
learning venues. They take away 
an understanding and readiness 
about a healthy economy, work-
force, and financial literacy.

We are rolling out our RAIS-
Eright (formerly SCRIPS) gift 
card fundraiser to support our 
MOSAICS program. MOSAICS 
is a special program of the Ham-
ilton-Boone-Madison Special

Services Cooperative locat-
ed at Hamilton Heights High 
School. It serves students with 
significant social/emotional 
and behavioral challenges that 
interfere with their ability to 
progress in their home school 
district. Participating retailers 
can be found here. To purchase 
a gift card email Kim Luckey, 
MOSAICS Director/Middle 
School Teacher @ kluckey@
hhschuskies.org. Orders are due 
by Saturday, December 3.

If you were a member of the 
Hamilton Heights Band and Col-
or Guard your senior year you 
won’t want to miss this year’s 
annual Band and Color Guard 

Today, 
head down-
town No-
blesville for 
Noblesville 
Main Street’s 
Deck the 
Downtown 
and Midnight 
Madness with 
shopping and 
trolley rides 
to Lights over 
Seminary 
Park ceremo-
ny, ice skat-

ing, carriage rides, and more. 
Share your holiday wish list 
with Santa at the Santa House 
on the Square. On Saturday, 
shop at the Holiday Market ex-
perience the inaugural Holiday 
in Lights Parade through down-
town Noblesville. All weekend, 
watch live community theater 
with holiday comedies put on by 
The Belfry Theatre and Basile 
Westfield Playhouse. 

Here’s The Times’ list of 30 
things to do this weekend and 
beyond:

1. Deck the Downtown and 

Midnight Madness from 5 p.m. 
to 11:45 p.m. today during 
Noblesville Main Street’s First 
Friday events. The night, spon-
sored by Duke Energy, features 
shopping and dining downtown, 
trolley rides to Noblesville’s 
Lights Over Seminary Park, ice 
skating at Federal Hill Com-
mons and holiday programming 
at Hamilton County Artists’ 
Association Birdie Gallery and 
Noblesville Creates (formerly 
Nickel Plate Arts).

2. Santa listens to gift lists at 
the Santa House on the Square 
on select dates in downtown 
Noblesville, courtesy of Hamil-
ton County Historical Society. 
Hours are 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
today; 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday; noon to 3 p.m. Sunday 
and Dec. 10; 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Dec. 8, 14, 15, 21, 22; noon to 
5 p.m. Dec. 9, 16, 17, 23; and 
noon to 4 p.m. Dec. 24. Stop by 
to visit Santa, snap a photo, and 
consider a donation that goes 
toward making this Santa House 
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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
TRACY and STEVEN LINE
for subscribing!

See your dentist regularly – dental 
disease can contribute to a number 

of health problems like heart disease.   
Today’s health tip was brought to you 
by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch 

his column each week in The Times 
and online at www.thetimes24-7.

com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
“I believe . . . I believe . . . It’s silly, but I believe.”

-Susan, Miracle on 34th Street

 TODAY’S JOKE
What goes Ho Ho Whoosh, Ho Ho Whoosh? San-
ta going through a revolving door!

 OBITUARIES
Larry Eugene Wagoner
Jualela Ballard

 TODAY’S VERSE
Romans 12:1 “Therefore I 
urge you, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual service 
of worship.” (NASB)

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Jan Borcherding 
smile? “Spending time with my 
husband, Greg, and sharing robust 
laughter over our private jokes 
… our children and new grand-
daughter and cherished friends … 
gardening and enjoying the beau-
tiful flowers my son taught me to 
grow … bringing a smile to others 
… waking up to a snowy morning 
…. these all make me smile.” The 
Noblesville woman was found 
rehearsing for The Belfry Theatre’s 
holiday play, “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,” which continues through 
Sunday at the Noblesville First 
United Methodist Church Celebra-
tion Hall stage. She plays the roles 
of Mrs. McCutcheon and Harriet. 
She is a pharmacy technician who 
retired from Riverview Hospital. 
Jan has been married to husband, 
Greg, for 43 years and has three 
children, James, Mark, and Carolyn, 
and a delightful daughter-in-law, 
Elizabeth, and one granddaughter. 
Greg moved from Cincinnati to Fort 
Wayne to work at GTE. “We lived 
there for four years then trans-
ferred to Noblesville.” She took 
a long break from theater after 
getting married and raising kids. 
Her first show after the hiatus was 
The Belfry’s “To Kill A Mockingbird” 
in 2014, as Miss Maudie Atkinson. 
Most recently, Jan portrayed Lily 
Belle in Main Street Productions’ 
“The Curious Savage” at Basile 
Westfield Playhouse. Other favorite 
roles were Mrs. Webb in “Our Town” 
and Sister Agnes and the Folk 
Singer in “The Lilies of the Field” at 
The Belfry; and Mary Bailey in “It’s 
a Wonderful Life Live Radio Show” 
for Carmel Community Players. Her 
passions? “Theater, music, doting 
on my granddaughter and advo-
cating for the marginalized and 
disenfranchised in our country.” For 
tickets to Jan’s current Belfry show, 
visit www.thebelfrytheatre.com

People who call our community their own.

BETSY 
REASON
From The 
Editor's Desk...

And Another Thing...
1.Santa's Mailbox 

starts the day after 
Thanksgiving!
Running through Friday, December 

15, drop off your letters to Santa 
in the special mailboxes at the 
following locations: Nickel Plate Trail 
(near 116th Street & Switch Plaza 
at the swings), Ambassador House 
at Heritage Park (10598 Eller Road) 
Santa's elves and the Fishers Parks 
team will make sure your letter gets 
to Santa, and you'll receive a letter in 
return from the big man himself! Don't 
forget to include a return address on 
your letter. Can't drop off your letter in 
person? Email Santa through Friday, 
December 22, at santa@fishers.in.us!

DEREK
ARROWOOD
Guest Column

Brought to you by:
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DAYSUNTIL CHRISTMAS

Gatewood’s 
Vegetable Farm 
& Greenhouses

9555 E. 206th St.
 Noblesville
317-773-1214

www.gatewoodvegetablefarm.com

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:48 a.m.
SET: 5:24 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High:  53 °F
Low:  43 °F

Today is...
• Rosa Parks Day

• National Cookie Butter 
Day

• World AIDS Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1943 Tehran Confer-
ence ends. The Tehran 
Conference between the 

US, the UK, and the 
Soviet Union ended with 
the three countries decid-
ing to open up a second 
front against Germany in 
France, and the Soviet 

Union agreeing to declare 
war against Japan.

• 1919 Nancy Astor be-
comes to the first woman 
to join the British House 

of Commons. Nancy 
Witcher Langhorne also 
known as Nancy Astor 

became the first woman to 
join the British House of 

Commons.
• 1918 Kingdom of 

Iceland established. The 
Kingdom of Iceland was 
established with the sign-
ing of the Act of Union 

with Denmark.

Births On This Day
• 1970 Sarah Silverman

American comedian, 
actress, singer

• 1945 Bette Midler
American singer-song-

writer, producer, actress

Deaths On This Day
• 1947 Aleister Crowley
English magician, author
• 1135 Henry I of En-

gland

Photo courtesy of the City of Noblesville
Experience Lights Over Seminary presented by the City of 
Noblesville and Noblesville Preservation Alliance during this 
walkable light display, opening 5:30-7 p.m. today with a ceremo-
ny in Seminary Park at Hannibal and 10th Street in downtown 
Noblesville.

The Times photo by Betsy Reason
Abigail Phillips of Noblesville in 2021 asks Santa for a Pixie 
Fairy and a unicorn with wings, among the items on her holiday 
wish list with Santa at Hamilton County Historical Society’s San-
ta House on the Square, open now through Dec. 24 in downtown 
Noblesville.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Noblesville’s Bucky and Sadie Ohning sing “Silent Night” in The 
Belfry Theatre’s “The Man Who Came to Dinner Play,” which 
features an array of cast members, including Daniel Dale Cly-
mer and Melissa Reid, at 8 p.m. today and 2 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday at Noblesville First United Methodist Church.

Deck the Downtown, Seminary To 
Light Up, Nighttime Parade, More

See BETSY Page A6

Stand-Out 
Moments And 
Experiences 
From November

See ARROWOOD Page A6
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 OBITUARIES
Larry Eugene Wagoner 

December 13, 1947, Saturday, November 11, 2023
Larry Eugene Wagoner, age 75, of 

Sheridan, Indiana, passed away on 
Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2023. 
He was born December 13, 1947, 
in Lebanon, Indiana, the oldest of 4 
children, to the late Ray Leon, and 
Mae (Dunn) Wagoner.

Larry attended Whitestown High 
School until the age of 17. It was at 
this point in his life that the call to 
service was too strong for him to 
ignore. In 1964 he enlisted in the 
United States Navy, proudly serving 
his country during the Vietnam War 
aboard the USS Casa Grande in the 
Mediterranean. When Larry returned 
stateside, he entered the workforce. 
Working in a variety of industries 
throughout his career gave him a 
unique outlook on most situations. From working for a 
furniture company to hiring on with Purdue University 
as part of their landscaping and athletic field maintenance 
crew (with stints as both a truck driver and highway bill-
board installer tucked in the middle), Larry saw a little 
bit of everything. 

Larry had an incredible zest for life. He loved the 
outdoors and spent as much time as he could enjoying 
the beauty of God’s creation. He enjoyed hunting and 
fishing, hitting his favorite (secret) spots looking for 
mushrooms, hiking, and biking along the Monon Trail, 
as well as collecting rocks with fossils in them that he 
would find along his journeys out into nature. There was 
also never a bad time for a scenic drive or sitting around 
the fire pit looking up at the stars. He had an appreci-
ation for most types of music, especially rock & roll, 
Motown, and contemporary Christian, with a little jazz 
and big band thrown in for good measure. Of all Larry’s 
interests in life, none gave him more pleasure than 
sitting down with his C.R.S. Euchre buddies at Spice-
wood. Larry believed in a life of service, not only to his 
country, but to those in the community he was proud to 
call home. For the past 7 years, he faithfully volunteered 
with the Open Arms Food Pantry at the Sheridan Church 
of God. He would serve in many different roles within 
the group, but one of his favorite parts was helping to fill 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child through Samar-
itan’s Purse. Larry never met a stranger, a gift that 
served him well throughout his life. He loved talking 
with everyone who came in to visit the pantry. He loved 
hearing someone’s good news but was also a dedicated 
prayer warrior when needed. Most of all, Larry was a 
friend. In 2019, Larry was baptized at the Six Points 
Church in Sheridan, and later began attending Heart-
Pointe Church in Hortonville. He enjoyed participating 
in Bible study groups, as well as church trips to the Cre-
ation Museum and the Ark Encounter. There were many 
pastors, family, and friends that walked with Larry on 
his spiritual journey. Each one held a special place in his 
heart, as well as a different role in helping him stand on 
his own faith. One such instance was when Pastor Steve 
Martin gifted him a large-print Bible. He never realized 
how much he couldn’t see… until he could.

Larry is survived by 2 daughters, Jennifer Baumgardt 
(Chris) of Lafayette, and Richelle Wagoner of Lafay-
ette; 2 grandchildren, Ashton Baumgardt, and Emma 
Baumgardt; brother, Steven Wagoner (Pam) of Lebanon; 
many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews; and by 
his best friend and loving companion, Deborah (Inman) 
Savage of Sheridan.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ray Leon, 
and Mae (Dunn) Wagoner; sister, Kay Wagoner-Black; 
brother, Joe Wagoner; and by his granddaughter, Kayla 
Wagoner.

A celebration of Larry’s life will be held at 4:00 PM 
on Saturday, December 2, 2023, at the Sheridan Church 
of God, 707 W. 2nd Street, Sheridan, Indiana, with 
visitation from 3:00 PM until the time of service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Open Arms Food Pantry (c/o the Sheridan 
Church of God), or to the Veteran’s Organization of 
your choice.

Jualela Ballard 
December 7, 1939, Saturday, November 25, 2023

Jualela Ballard, age 83, of Sheri-
dan, Indiana, passed away on Satur-
day morning, November 25, 2023, 
at Countryside Manor in Anderson, 
Indiana. Born December 7, 1939, in 
Wheeler, Texas, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Ivory L. and Charles 
(Reynolds) Ramsey.

She was a 1958 graduate of Sheri-
dan High School, and Past President 
of the Ladies Auxiliary for the Sher-
idan American Legion. For a short time, Jualela worked 
for Biddle Manufacturing before shifting her focus to her 
family. In her eyes, there was nothing more important.

When the kids were younger, Jualela tried living in 
Florida for a while. The call of the Hoosier state was 
strong, and the family soon migrated back to Indiana. 
She loved to travel, and her family members were her 
favorite travel companions. Every year they would make 
the annual pilgrimage to Nashville, Indiana. Although 
Jualela loved country music, it was the King of Rock 
and Roll that really captured her attention. Her most 
cherished possession was likely the life-sized poster 
of Elvis that adorned her living room wall. As Jualela 
always considered herself “the Queen” of her family, it 
was fitting to have the King there as well. Elvis wasn’t 
the only thing that got her heart racing; cheering on her 
Indianapolis Colts was another favorite pastime. Family 
was everything to Jualela, and even though you aren’t 
supposed to have favorites when it comes to family, she 
did: her grandchildren. The grandkids took precedence 
over anything and everything.

Jualela is survived by her son, Tracy Ballard (Randa) 
of Anderson; stepson, Hobart Dale Ballard, Jr.; step-
son-in-law, Gary Scherer of Lapel; daughter, Penny 
Ballard-Roudebush (Jeff) of Kirklin, 2 grandchildren, 
Ryan Patrick Ballard, and Ashley Ballard (Mike Mon-
tag); 4 step grandchildren, Gavin Isbell, Josh Isbell, 
Misty Leicht (Adam), and Chad Roudebush (Beth); 4 
great grandchildren, Logan Dale Patrick Ballard, Trinity 
Maleah Ann Ballard, Myaha Elaine Ballard, and Em-
ily Jean Montag; and 4 step great grandchildren, Seth 
Leicht, Keylyn Leicht, Cael Roudebush, and Jamison 
Roudebush.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Ivory L. 
and Charles (Reynolds) Ramsey; brother, John T. Ram-
sey; sisters, Maxine Ramsey, and Willa Dean Cathcart; 
stepdaughter, Marsha Ballard Scherer; brother-in-law, 
Joe Cathcart; niece, Carla Ann Weaver; and by her hus-
band, Horbert Dale Ballard on July 19, 2005. Together 
they were married in 1962.

Services will be held at 1:00 PM on Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, 2023, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th 
Street, Sheridan, Indiana, with visitation from noon until 
the time of service. Burial will follow at Crown View 
Cemetery in Sheridan. Pastor VJ Stover will be officiat-
ing.

Four Probation Graduates Receive 
Wall Of Change Distinction
Probation Services’ Program Serving as Motivation for Others

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Courts’ Department 
of Probation Services 
celebrated four individuals 
Wednesday, October 18 at 
its annual Wall of Change 
Celebration in the Jury 
Assembly Room at the 
Government & Judicial 
Building in Noblesville. 
The department nominates 
individuals who have 
made meaningful, positive 
changes to their lives while 
on probation. 

“A lot of people hear 
about probation when 
someone has violated their 
terms,” says Paul Mc-
Griff, Assistant Director 
of the Department of 
Probation Services. “But 
the vast majority of people 
complete probation and 
there are many clients 
making big, difficult 
changes to better their 
lives and their community. 
Their accomplishments 
deserve to be celebrated.” 

April (Burgess) Beaty 
and Kerry Gregory were 
among those honored for 
their achievements. Beaty 
struggled with an addiction 
to methamphetamines for 
more than 20 years. She 
says getting arrested was 
the best thing that ever 
happened to her. 

“The six months I spent 
in jail saved my life,” 
Beaty says. “I had lost ev-
erything and was on a path 
of total destruction. After 
getting sober and being 
released, probation held 
me accountable. Never in 
a million years did I think 
I could be where I am at 
now.” Beaty is a full-time 
student at Ivy Tech with 
dreams of becoming a 
therapist in addiction re-
habilitation. She owns her 
own home and has rees-
tablished relationships with 
her three grown children. 

“April was an obvious 

candidate for the Wall 
of Change due to her 
complete 180 from the 
beginning to the end of her 
supervision,” says Austin 
Paschal, the probation of-
ficer who nominated April 
for the Wall of Change. 
“She made many difficult, 
positive changes to all as-
pects of her life, and plans 
to use her experiences to 
help change the lives of 
others.”  

Kerry Gregory began 
smoking marijuana in the 
fifth grade. He eventu-
ally became addicted to 
painkillers, lost his job, 
and became estranged 
from his family. An arrest 
for dealing drugs led to his 
turnabout. “Addiction took 
me to the darkest place,” 
Gregory says. “I couldn't 
see the light and didn't 
think I could get out of 
it. I want others suffering 
from substance use disor-
ders to know they’re just a 
few decisions away from a 
better life. All you have to 
do is shut the door to your 
past and believe in the 
process. I have everything 
I could ever want and that 
didn’t seem possible a 
couple years ago.” 

“Kerry’s goal from the 
first time I met with him 
was to be on the Wall of 
Change,” says Andrea 
Joines, the probation offi-
cer who nominated Grego-
ry for the Wall of Change. 
“He has accomplished so 
much in the time we’ve 
worked together. He 
believes that knowledge is 
power and uses the skills 
he has learned to make 
better decisions.” 

Fifteen individuals have 
now received the Wall of 
Change Award. Everyone 
awarded with the honor 
has a plaque hanging in the 
lobby of the Department of 
Probation Services.  
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Purdue 
football 
entered its 
darkest era 
follow-
ing the 
resignation 
of College 
Football 
Hall of 
Fame 
coach Jim 

Young in 1981.
Take away Young’s 9-3 

mark in 1980 and Leon 
Burtnett’s 7-5 in 1984, the 
Boilermakers would go 29-
57-2 the rest of the decade. 
Not until Joe Tiller re-
turned to West Lafayette in 
1997 did Purdue’s football 
fortunes improve.

The greatness of Rod 
Woodson, a future College 
and Pro Football Hall of 
Fame defensive back, was 
one of the few bright spots 
for Boilermaker fans.

***
Best Ross-Ade games 

of the 1980s
Nov. 22, 1980: Purdue 

24, Indiana 23 – The larg-
est crowd ever to watch a 
football game in Indiana 
at the time (71,629) saw 
the Boilermakers hang 
on when linebacker Mike 
Marks batted away a two-
point conversion try with 
17 seconds remaining.

Mark Herrmann was 
19 of 23 passing for 323 
yards and a touchdown in 
his final home game. That 
TD pass to Bart Burrell 
gave Purdue the lead for 
the first time at 17-10 in 
the third quarter. Ben Mc-
Call scored the game-win-
ner with 8:56 to play.

Sept. 12, 1981: Purdue 
27, No. 19 Stanford 19 
– Jimmy Smith’s 100-
yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown opened this 
nationally televised game 
with a bang.

Smith also rushed for 
91 yards and had a pair 
of 1-yard TD runs. Scott 
Campbell was 14 of 18 
passing for 177 yards and 
what proved to be the 
game-winning touchdown 
to Steve Bryant to start the 
fourth quarter.

The Boilermakers won 
despite a career day by 
John Elway, who had 418 
yards on 33 of 44 passing.

Sept. 26, 1981: Pur-
due 15, No. 13 Notre 
Dame 14 – A gutsy play 
call by Purdue assistant 
Dick Dullaghan led to the 
Boilermakers stunning 
the Fighting Irish with 19 
seconds remaining.

On fourth-and-goal 
at the Notre Dame 7, 
Dullaghan suggested “The 
Sail” to head coach Jim 
Young. Steve Bryant’s 
sudden cut to the left side 
of the end zone left him 
wide open for Scott Camp-
bell’s touchdown pass. 
Young went for the win 
and called the same play to 
the opposite corner of the 
end zone. Same result.

Oct. 6, 1984: Purdue 
28, No. 2 Ohio State 
23 – Was it the power of 
positive thinking or were 
future NFL stars Jim 
Everett and Rod Woodson 
the edge Purdue needed to 
upset the Buckeyes?

Head coach Leon Burt-
nett brought in consultant 
Fred Mills for the third 

time in three months, 
hoping to inspire his team. 
Mills’ keys to success 
– “Desire, Sacrifice, Dis-
cipline and Preparation” - 
were on the chalkboard in 
the Boilermakers’ meeting 
room.

Everett completed 17 of 
23 passes for 257 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
Woodson made 20 tackles 
and returned an intercep-
tion 55 yards for a touch-
down that gave Purdue a 
28-17 lead.

It also helped that Ohio 
State quarterback Mike 
Tomczak lost track of 
downs on the game’s final 
drive. Tomczak threw a 
fourth down pass out of 
bounds at the Purdue 34 
with five seconds to play.

Nov. 22, 1986: Purdue 
17, Indiana 15 – Boil-
ermaker fans remember 
this as the Rod Woodson 
game.

In his final game as head 
coach, Leon Burtnett had a 
couple of surprises ready. 
First was the switch from 
black jerseys worn during 
warmups to gold shirts 
with Old Oaken Bucket 
emblems on the sleeves.

The second was unleash-
ing Woodson on offense. 
Playing nearly the entire 
game at running back, 
wide receiver and his 
usual cornerback position, 
Woodson also ran back 
punts and kickoffs.

Woodson rushed for a 
Purdue season-high 93 
yards on 15 carries and 
caught three passes for 67 
yards. On defense, Wood-
son made 10 tackles.

“I don’t know about you 
guys but I’ve seen a lot 
of football and I’ve never 
seen a young man play a 
game like that,” Burtnett 
said afterward. “I wouldn’t 
trade anybody in the coun-
try for Rod Woodson.”

***
Top players of 1980s 

Ross-Ade
Rod Woodson – The 

Fort Wayne native 
joined Bob Griese as the 
only Boilermakers to be 
enshrined in the College 
Football and Pro Football 
halls of fame in 2016.

He was a consensus 
All-American and run-
ner-up for the Jim Thorpe 
Award as a senior. Wood-
son is one of only four 
players in Purdue history 
to be selected first-team 
All-Big Ten three times.

Scott Campbell – When 
he graduated from Purdue 
in 1983, Campbell was the 
Big Ten’s second all-time 
passing leader, trailing his 
predecessor Mark Herr-
mann.

Campbell threw for a 
record 516 yards against 
Ohio State in 1981 and fin-
ished his career with 7,636 
yards and 45 touchdowns.

Jim Everett – After 
waiting his turn for three 
seasons, he became the 
only Purdue quarterback to 
lead his team to victories 
against Notre Dame, Ohio 
State and Michigan in the 
same season (1984).

Everett led the nation in 
total offense in 1985 with 
3,589 yards.

In two full seasons as 
the starter, Everett threw 
for 7,411 yards and 43 

touchdowns. His seven 
300-yard passing games in 
1986 set a school record.

Steve Bryant – The 
junior college transfer 
led the Big Ten in 1981 
with 60 receptions and 11 
receiving touchdowns. His 
971 receiving yards were 
good for second place.

In his two seasons at 
Purdue, Bryant caught 110 
passes for 1,863 yards and 
14 touchdowns.

Rodney Carter – The 
running back led the 
nation with 98 receptions 
in 1985, going for 1,099 
yards and four touch-
downs.

In four seasons, Carter 
rushed for 1,149 yards and 
10 touchdowns. He also 
caught 176 passes for 1786 
yards and five scores.

Cris Dishman – Con-
verted from wide receiver 
to cornerback, Dishman 
would intercept nine pass-
es in his Purdue career and 
go on to play in the NFL 
for 13 seasons.

Fred Strickland – The 
linebacker led the Big 
Ten as a senior with 130 
tackles and never finished 
out of the top four in the 
conference during his three 
seasons as a starter.

He left Purdue for a 
12-year NFL career with 
the record for solo tackles 
(321) and second in school 
history in total tackles 
(479).

Calvin Williams – One 
of the few bright spots 
in the coach Fred Akers 
era, Williams caught 138 
passes for 1,855 yards and 
17 touchdowns.

Williams went on to 
play seven seasons in the 
NFL, all but one with the 
Philadelphia Eagles.

***
Bucket thoughts
In retrospect, COVID 

was the worst thing that 
could have happened to 
now former Indiana foot-
ball coach Tom Allen.

No, as far as anyone 
knows, Allen wasn't 
among the millions to 
contract the disease. In-
stead, he was able to take 
advantage of its impact on 
his Big Ten peers.

With Michael Penix's 
heroics, the Hoosiers upset 
No. 8 Penn State 36-35 in 
overtime in the abbreviated 
2020 season opener. After 
a win at Rutgers, next to 
fall was No. 23 Michigan 
38-21. After a 14-6 win at 
No. 16 Wisconsin, Indiana 
closed the regular season 
at 6-1. An Outback Bowl 
loss to Mississippi didn't 
dampen the enthusiasm 
and support for Allen, 
who received a seven-year 
contract that bumped his 
salary to $4.9 million 
annually. It also included 
a buyout of $20.8 million 
if IU elected to fire Allen 
before Dec. 1, 2023. One 
more season would have 
dropped the buyout to ap-
proximately $8 million.

But Penix left for the 
University of Washington, 
where he has guided the 
Huskies to a 12-0 regular 
season in 2023. The Hoo-
siers haven't come close 
to the expectations created 
from 2020, posting a 9-27 
record with three consec-
utive Old Oaken Bucket 

losses to Purdue.
As the nice person he 

seems to be, Allen gave 
Indiana a financial break 
when the school fired him 
this past Sunday. Allen 
will be paid $15.5 million 
over two installments not 
to coach any more.

In retrospect, 2020 
was a fluke - not just for 
Indiana but for the tradi-
tional powers the Hoosiers 
knocked off that season. 
Penn State is 28-10 in the 
three seasons since posting 
a 4-5 mark in 2020. Mich-
igan went 2-5 in 2020, 
putting Jim Harbaugh on 
the hot seat. Whether it’s 
coincidence or the impact 
of the recently discovered 
illegal spying on oppo-
nents, the Wolverines have 
gone 37-3 since then and 
are almost certainly mak-
ing the College Football 
Playoffs for the third con-
secutive season. Wisconsin 
was the only name school 
on the IU 2020 schedule 
to have a winning record 
(4-3) and has been an OK 
program since (23-15), 
transitioning from Paul 
Chryst to Luke Fickell as 
head coach.

Now, the losingest 
football program in NCAA 
major college football will 
have to find someone who 
can coach, recruit and 
overcome the obstacles of 
NIL, which should stand 
for "Now It's Legal" 
when it comes to writing 
big checks to recruits and 
other schools' players. The 
cash Indiana has laid out 
to fire Allen and former 
basketball coach Archie 
Miller (another $10.35 
million) could have been 
used to lure better players 
to Bloomington.

As for Purdue, a 4-8 
mark in Ryan Walters' 
first season is less disap-
pointing when you factor 
in how little talent Jeff 
Brohm left behind on his 
way to Louisville. The 
offensive line suffered two 
major injuries to its most 
promising duo (Marcus 
Mbow and Mahamane 
Moussa) and was forced 
at times to use four-
year starting center Gus 
Hartwig at right tackle. 
The receiving corps also 
battled injuries, as did 
quarterback Hudson Card. 
The only bright spots on 
offense were Tyrone Tracy 
successfully making the 
switch from wide receiver 
to running back and sopho-
more Devin Mockobee 
overcoming fumble issues 
to rush for a team-high 
811 yards and six touch-
downs.

Westfield graduate Dil-
lon Thieneman is almost 
certainly a Freshman 
All-American, especial-
ly after winning the Big 
Ten’s Thompson-Randle 
El Freshman of the Year 
award. On Monday, he 
received his fifth Big Ten 
Freshman of the Week 
honor and was selected 
second-team All-Big Ten.

Thieneman is Purdue’s 
seventh Freshman of the 
Year, joining quarterbacks 
Brian Fox (1988) and Eric 
Hunter (1989), running 
back Corey Rogers (1991), 
safety Stuart Schweigert 
(2000) and wide receivers 

Rondale Moore (2018) and 
David Bell (2019).

Thieneman’s ac-
complishments include 
breaking Schweigert's 
freshman record with six 
interceptions. The safety 
also broke Rod Woodson's 
freshman record for solo 
tackles with 74. Thiene-
man leads all freshmen in 
interceptions, solo tackles 
and tackles (106).

Sophomore Nic Scour-
ton led the Big Ten with 
10 sacks, but was only 
given second-team All-Big 
Ten honors. Purdue also 
had the Big Ten runner-up 
in that category, Kydran 
Jenkins (7.5). Jenkins has 
announced he will use his 
COVID year to return in 
2024.

Purdue's victory over 
Indiana was its 300th in 
Ross-Ade. The first was 
also against the Hoosiers 
in 1924.

Walters has been public 
about his program's need 
for NIL support, even stat-
ing at one point he'd rather 
have NIL funds than better 
facilities. Will Purdue's 
well-heeled boosters climb 
down from the moral high 
horse to give their coach 
the financial wherewithal 
to pick up quality offensive 
and defensive linemen, 
linebackers, cornerbacks, 
receivers and a kicker? Or 
will they stubbornly insist 
that they'd rather lose 
while doing things "the 
right way?"

There is no more "right 
way" of doing things with 
a weak NCAA worn down 
by losing court battle after 
court battle. Plus, there's 
the spectre of other schools 
coming in with blank 
checks to buy Purdue's 
best players. One doesn't 
have to look too far south 
of the Ohio River for two 
programs that aren't re-
stricted by rules or ethics.

***
Purdue basketball 

makes history
On Monday, Purdue 

became the first Big Ten 
men’s basketball program 
ranked No. 1 in the Asso-
ciated Press poll for three 
consecutive seasons.

Eight other schools also 

have been ranked No. 1 in 
at least three straight sea-
sons: UCLA, Duke, Ken-
tucky, Kansas, Gonzaga, 
Virginia, North Carolina 
and Villanova.

The Boilermakers 
earned that milestone 
by once again winning 
a prestigious November 
tournament, this time the 
Maui Invitational. Reign-
ing National Player of the 
Year Zach Edey was the 
tournament MVP and was 
joined on the all-tourna-
ment team by Westfield’s 
Braden Smith. Edey also 
was selected Big Ten

Player of the Week for 
the seventh time in his 
career, matching Glenn 
Robinson’s school record.

Purdue’s victories over 
No. 11 Gonzaga, No. 
7 Tennessee and No. 4 
Marquette mark only the 
second time in the last 40 
years a school has defeat-
ed teams ranked in the 
top 15 of the AP poll on 
three consecutive days. 
Connecticut accomplished 
a similar feat in the 2011 
Big East tournament on the 
way to winning the nation-
al championship.

Fifth-year senior guard 
Lance Jones sank what is 
believed to be the longest 
shot in school history 
when his 80-footer beat 
the halftime horn against 
Marquette.

***
Hall of Famers
Former Indiana player/

coach Dan Dakich and a 
member of Purdue’s 1969 
national runner-up team 
have been elected to the 
Indiana Basketball Hall of 
Fame.

Dakich starred at 
Andrean, where he was 
a first-team All-State 
selection and an Indiana 
All-Star in 1981.

Evansville Bosse gradu-
ate Larry Weatherford was 
an Indiana All-Star in 1967 
before scoring more than 
1,100 points at Purdue.

- Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Cou-
rier and an award-winning 
journalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for many 
years.

KENNY 
THOMPSON
Columnist

Part 7 Of A Series Celebrating 100 Seasons Of Purdue Football At Ross-Ade Stadium

Photo courtesy of Purdue Athletics
Rod Woodson
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The other 
day my 
wife and I 
stopped at 
a Panera’s 
for a quick 
bowl of 
soup. “Do 
you want an 
apple with 
that or an 

apple?” said the cashier.
I was confused, but the 

cashier explained that they 
were out of rolls and that 
little joke seemed to amuse 
the customers. I was not 
amused. You can’t dunk 
an apple in your last drop 
of creamy tomato soup. 
I wanted a hunk of sour 
dough bread. Minutes lat-
er, a manager came over 
and said they just found a 
piece.  I probably should 
have asked exactly where 
they found it. I’m not into 
gluten-free, but I’m a big 
fan of germ-free.

A similar thing hap-
pened to me at a Starbucks 
many years ago. I walked 
into one of their coffee 
shops, the one on the 
corner of whatever street 
I was on and asked for a 
cup of coffee. The clerk 
looked a little sheepish and 
said:

“I’m sorry for the 
inconvenience, but we are 
presently out of coffee.”

There was a glimmer of 
hope in the word “pres-
ently,” suggesting that this 
was not a permanent state 
of affairs. I’m no Wharton 
School MBA, but being 
out of java could impact 
profits.

He stared at me for 
about six seconds, which 
in the world of high-oc-
tane caffeine is a creepy 
amount of time to have 
eye contact. He explained 
that they needed to make 
a fresh pot, which would 
have been a totally accept-
able justification if I had 
stopped at June Cleaver’s 
unexpectedly before the 
Beave got home from 
school.

The grumpy old man in 
me started to percolate.

At the time, nothing 
like this had ever hap-
pened before. Never had 
the clerk at Staples said, 
“Sorry, but we’re out of, 
um, staples.” Never had 
the woman at Barnes and 
Noble ever said, “I’m 

sorry, sir, we have no 
books today, but we are 
printing up some fresh 
ones even as we speak.” 
And a Panera’s would 
never run out of bread. Or 
so I thought.

“Do you only make a 
pot at a time?” I asked the 
barista.

“Yes, that’s our new ap-
proach to delicious coffee. 
We brew it fresh when we 
need it. And because of 
you, we need it.”

“Okay, I don’t have 
a brain like Einstein’s 
(Although they ran out of 
coffee, once too),  but it 
seems to me if the one pot 
is getting low, you could 
start another pot so when 
people like me come in 
and desperately need an 
over-priced libation,  it’s 
ready to go.”

“Not a bad idea, sir. 
Let me check our new em-
ployee manual about that. 
In the meantime, would 
you like a scone?”

“Were they baked 
today?”

“Oh, I’m not sure, but 
the good news is that they 
can’t get any harder than 
when they are fresh.”

I was very sleepy and 
spacey, my normal state 
before purchasing a hot 
cup of coffee. I needed a 
pick-me-up. I made my 
way down the street to a 
sweets shop.

“I’d like a coffee ice 
cream cone,” I told the 
young man behind the 
counter.

“Sir, I’m sorry, but 
we don’t have any ice 
cream.”

"How can you stay in 
business without having 
any ice cream?”

“Because this is Wild 
Birds Unlimited.”

That never happened, 
of course, but the story is 
based on an old joke that 
I have always wanted to 
work into a column.

Well, that’s it for this 
week. I’m a writer, and 
guess what?  I am out of 
words.

- Dick Wolfsie spent his 
career sharing his humor, 
stories and video essays on 
television, radio and in news-
papers. His columns appear 
weekly in The Paper of Mont-
gomery County. E-mail Dick 
at Wolfsie@ aol.com.

Indiana’s largest teach-
er’s union is calling for 
better collective bargain-
ing, increased pay for 
support staff and more say 
over curriculum in the up-
coming legislative session.

Indiana State Teach-
ers Association (ISTA) 
President Keith Gambill 
said Tuesday that Hoosier 
educators are also seeking 
new social and emotion-
al learning support for 
students.

“These priorities … 
reflect what educators need 
to create better learning 
environments for their 
students, and better work-
ing environments for all 
educators,” Gambill said 
during a news conference, 
where he released the 
union’s 2024 legislative 
priorities.

The General Assem-
bly reconvenes Jan. 8. 
Although Republican leg-
islative leaders have said 
they do not plan to reopen 
the state budget during the 
short session, ISTA’s latest 
agenda includes multiple 
funding requests that total 
at least $540 million. 

***
More money for tradi-

tional public education
ISTA will advocate for 

a $500 million increase to 
basic tuition support for 
traditional public schools 
in the 2025 fiscal year — 
the second year covered by 
Indiana’s current biennial 
budget. Gambill said that 
amounts to a boost of 
7.98% compared to what 
schools are currently on 
track to receive.

Under current law, K-12 
public schools are pro-
jected to see average per 
student funding increases 
of 1.7% next year.

“While we recognize the 
2024 legislative session 
is not a budget year, we 
are calling on legislators 
to reopen the budget to 
fix several inadequacies 
that require immediate 
attention,” he said. “If we 
want Indiana to be a leader 
in the region or country, 
we’re going to have to do 
right by our schools.”

He emphasized, too, 
that the legislature needs 
to earmark more money 
in the second year of the 
biennium to “fully fund” 
the cost of textbooks and 
curricular materials. 

State lawmakers ded-
icated $160 million in 
the new state budget to 
eliminate textbook and 
curriculum fees, starting 
with the 2023-24 academic 
year. While the new law 

was championed by state 
officials, school districts 
are still on the hook to pay 
for those materials.

The ISTA leader said 
the union is aware of 
“several” school districts 
that are “concerned” about 
their ability to pay for 
textbooks in the 2024-25 
school year. Gambill said 
more data needs to be 
collected before ISTA can 
recommend an exact dollar 
for curricular fees.

“If schools are forced 
to either make changes in 
staffing or other program-
ming in order to fully fund 
the textbooks, then we’re 
not getting the best for 
our students,” he said. “It 
shouldn’t be upon them — 
and not born on the backs 
of school employees — to 
make that happen.”

Gambill said while char-
ter and voucher schools 
benefited from significant 
funding boosts in the 2023 
session, traditional public 
schools still lack “appro-
priate” appropriations. 

“We have over 90% of 
all Hoosier families send 
their children to a tradi-
tional public school, and 
if you look at the way that 
that funding was distribut-
ed this past year, that was 
not equal, especially when 
you look at the amount that 
was increased for voucher 
schools,” he said.

ISTA is also continuing 
to lobby for professional 
pay benefits and support 
for parent educators, 
bus drivers, food service 
workers and other “vital 
support staff.” Gambill 
said Indiana also “must 
recognize the commitment 
of our retired teachers 
and public employees” by 
giving a 2% cost of living 
adjustment for Indiana’s 
retired educators. 

“We certainly know that 
the state has the surplus 
available,” he continued. 
But he said ISTA has not 
outlined a specific location 
in the budget for lawmak-
ers to draw on the request-
ed dollars.

***
Better support systems 

for students
To address ongoing 

gaps in social and emo-
tional learning support for 
students, Gambill said the 
union is proposing a three-
year pilot program focus-
ing on student wellbeing. 
The ask comes with a $20 
million annual price tag. 

The pilot seeks to reduce 
student-to-staff ratios by 
hiring additional guidance 
counselors, social workers 
and school psychologists. 
The initiative would span 
from elementary to high 

school and involve 30 
school districts. Gambill 
said the goal is to address 
physical and mental health 
issues — and if successful 
— could later be applied 
statewide. 

ISTA is further seeking 
to restore discipline as 
a mandatory discussion 
item, or under restored 
collective bargaining 
rights. Gambill said doing 
so would help teachers 
better address student dis-
ciplinary issues that have 
become more common 
since the pandemic.

In recent years, the 
Republican legislature 
has rolled back collective 
bargaining rights.

To improve student 
discipline, the union also 
called for statewide class 
size data to be gathered, 
and for a grant program to 
be created to hire addi-
tional teachers. Gambill 
said ISTA is also seeking 
to establish a task force to 
improve student behavior.

After a slew of so-called 
“culture war” issues in the 
2023 session precipitat-
ed into new laws — like 
those concerning the use 
of pronouns in classrooms 
and the ability for Hoo-
siers to challenge books in 
school libraries — Gambill 
said it’s not fully clear 
how teachers have been 
affected.

“It’s a little bit different 
from school district to 
school district as to how 
they’re interpreting the 
law and in which ways 
they’re moving forward. 
We’re still learning from 
that,” he said. “But we 
also know that we have 
to continue to address the 
social-emotional welfare 
of our students, and we 
believe that in doing so, 
that will have an impact in 
other areas such as absen-
teeism and behavior within 
the classrooms.”

Gambill said educators 
are hoping “those types” 
of hot-button bills don’t 
return in 2024. 

“The challenge really 
has not been with our 
parents at large. The 
challenge has been those 
who have preconceived 
notions of what is actually 
occurring in the class-
rooms, oftentimes without 
having a student attend-
ing the class,” Gambill 
noted. “When you look at 
the school communities, 
and the engagement with 
parents in the classrooms, 
and when we’re speaking 
directly about the parents 
who have students at-
tending the classes, those 
connections have been and 
remain very strong.”

***
Bargaining and teacher 

recruitment
More broadly, the teach-

ers union is continuing 
to press for restored and 
expand collective bargain-
ing rights, in addition to 
mandatory discussion.

Lawmakers stripped 
Hoosier educators of 
the right to collectively 
bargain over working 
conditions like class sizes 
and schedules under a 
2011 law. The topics that 
teachers can currently bar-
gain over during the fall 
bargaining window are sal-
aries, wages and benefits, 
including pay increases.

Gambill said ISTA’s 
membership is calling on 
policymakers to allow 
teachers to negotiate 
working hours, influence 
and determine class size 
and caseloads, and provide 
input on textbooks, teach-
ing methods and student 
support. 

Educators should also 
“have the freedom to teach 
accurate, age-appropriate 
lessons about America, 
from our greatest triumphs 
to our darkest moments,” 
according to ISTA’s legis-
lative agenda.

Recruitment and retain-
ment of educators of color 
will additionally require 
more state funding, Gam-
bill said.

“Students should not 
have to look much further 
than their own classes to 
find mentors or materials 
with roots in their own 
community. Our public 
schools should reflect 
the cultural diversity and 
identity of the communities 
they serve,” he said. 

As part of that effort, 
ISTA wants to see more 
paraprofessionals be-
come licensed teachers. 
Enhanced mentoring 
programs for educators 
of color and increasing 
funding for professional 
development “with a focus 
on Black, Indigenous and 
all educators of color” will 
also help, Gambill said. 

The union also hopes 
lawmakers will establish 
a statewide commission to 
address diversity in staff-
ing and support pipelines 
to teach.

- Indiana Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Indiana Cap-
ital Chronicle maintains edi-
torial independence. Follow 
Indiana Capital Chronicle on 
facebook.com/IndianaCapi-
talChronicle and twitter.com/
INCapChronicle

DICK 
WOLFSIE
Funny Bone

By Casey Smith
Indiana Capital Chronicle

Indiana Teachers Union Presses Reticent State 
Lawmakers To Reopen Budget In 2024 Session
ISTA’s president said millions more are needed for the school funding formula, textbooks and teacher retention.
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 Meeting Notes

City Of Carmel Board Of Public Works And Safety Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, December 

6 – 10 a.m.
Council Chambers City 

Hall, One Civic Square
MEETING CALLED 

TO ORDER
1. MINUTES
a. Minutes from the No-

vember 15, 2023, Regular 
Meeting

2. BID OPENING AND 
AWARD

a. Request For Proposal 
Opening for Renewable 
Natural Gas Conversion; 
John Duffy, Director of 
Utilities

b. Bid Award for 23-
STR-09 Tarkington Light-
ing; Matt Higginbotham, 
Street Commissioner

c. Quote Award for 23-
STR-11 Asphalt Repairs; 
Matt Higginbotham, Street 
Commissioner

3. CONTRACTS
a. Resolution BPW 11-

01-23-03; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agree-
ment; Pedcor Community 
Development Corpora-
tion - Penn One Eleven; 
($4,706,248.00); Henry 
Mestetsky, Director of the 
Department of Redevel-
opment – TABLED ON 
11/1/23

b. Resolution BPW 
11-15-23-04; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
KRG Hamilton Crossing, 
LLC – Hamilton Crossing; 
($4,882.00 per unit); Hen-
ry Mestetsky, Director of 
the Department of Rede-
velopment – TABLED ON 
11/15/23

c. Resolution BPW 11-
15-23-05; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Buckingham Realty and 
Development Corporation 
– Gramercy Carmel Mar-
ketplace; ($4,084,508.00); 
Henry Mestetsky, Director 
of the Department of Re-
development – TABLED 
ON 11/15/23

d. Resolution BPW 
11-15-23-06; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Old Town Companies, 
LLC – Midtown Blocks 4 
& 5; ($4,882.00 per unit); 
Henry Mestetsky, Director 

of the Department of Re-
development – TABLED 
ON 11/15/23

e. Resolution BPW 11-
15-23-07; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedi-
cation of Certain Infra-
structure or Other Impact 
Zone Improvements in 
Lieu of and as a Credit 
Against the Payment of 
Parks and Recreation 
Impact Fees (“PRIF”) and 
Approving a PRIF Credit 
Agreement; CD Carmel 
Old Meridian, LLC – Old 
Meridian Apartments; 
($1,391,370.00); Henry 
Mestetsky, Director of the 
Department of Redevel-
opment – TABLED ON 
11/15/23

f. Resolution BPW 12-
06-23-07; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Old Town Companies, 
LLC – Magnolia II; 
($704,364.00); Henry 
Mestetsky, Director of the 
Department of Redevelop-
ment

g. Resolution BPW 
12-06-23-08; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
KG Monon, LLC – Valen-
tina; ($4,882.00 per unit); 
Henry Mestetsky, Direc-
tor of the Department of 
Redevelopment

h. Resolution BPW 
12-06-23-09; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Edward Rose Develop-
ment, LLC – ICON on 
Main; ($1,406,016.00); 
Henry Mestetsky, Direc-
tor of the Department of 
Redevelopment

i. Resolution BPW 12-
06-23-10; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Village Housing Corpo-
ration, LLC – Monon 
Square South; ($4,882.00 
per unit); Henry 
Mestetsky, Director of the 
Department of Redevelop-
ment

j. Resolution BPW 12-
06-23-11; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 

Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Birkla Investment Group, 
LLC – Civic Square 
Condos; ($4,882.00 per 
unit); Henry Mestetsky, 
Director of the Department 
of Redevelopment

k. Resolution BPW 
12-06-23-12; A Resolution 
Requesting Financing, 
Construction and Dedica-
tion of Certain Infrastruc-
ture or Other Impact Zone 
Improvements in Lieu of 
and as a Credit Against 
the Payment of Parks and 
Recreation Impact Fees 
(“PRIF”) and Approving 
a PRIF Credit Agreement; 
Birkla Investment Group, 
LLC – South Rangeline; 
($4,882.00 per unit); Hen-
ry Mestetsky, Director of 
the Department of Rede-
velopment

l. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Dinges Partners Group, 
LLC; ($50,870.00); At-
tack Digital Fire Train-
ing Panel; Chief David 
Haboush, Carmel Fire 
Department

m. Resolution 12-06-23-
01; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
Meltwater News US Inc; 
($16,000.00); Meltwater 
Engage Profiles, Insights 
& Social Media; Addition-
al Services Amendment; 
Nancy Heck, Director of 
the Department of Com-
munity Relations

n. Resolution 12-06-23-
03; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
Aadvanced Limousines, 
LLC; ($38,154.00); Ind-
yTrolley Holiday Trolley 
Services; Additional Ser-
vices Amendment; Nancy 
Heck, Director of the 
Department of Community 
Relations

o. Resolution 12-06-23-
05; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
Arctic Zone Iceplex, LLC 
d/b/a Carmel Ice Skadi-
um;($243,896.00); Arctic 
Zone Ice Rink Services; 
Additional Services 
Amendment; Nancy Heck, 
Director of the Department 
of Community Relations

p. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
HWC Engineering, Inc.; 
($84,500.00); Road Work 
Improvement; Additional 
Services Amendment; 
Mike Hollibaugh, Direc-
tor of the Department of 
Community Services

q. Request for Pur-
chase of Goods and 
Services; Mobycon, Inc.; 
($25,000.00); Master-
class Training and Travel 
Expenses; Additional Ser-
vices Amendment; Mike 
Hollibaugh, Director of 
the Department of Com-
munity Services

r. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Nearmap US, Inc.; 
($96,000.00); Mapping 
Software Services & Arc-
GIS Integration Subscrip-
tion; Additional Services 
Amendment; Mike Hol-

libaugh, Director of the 
Department of Community 
Services

s. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Vermeer of Indiana, Inc.; 
($86,698.99); Chipper 
Purchase; Mike Holli-
baugh, Director of the 
Department of Community 
Services

t. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
CRE Consulting, LLC; 
($17,850.00); 22- ENG-02 
116th Street Path – US 421 
to Towne Road; Parcels 
16-19, 31-32 Appraisals; 
Jeremy Kashman, City 
Engineer

u. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
CrossRoad Engineers, 
P.C.; ($25,000.00); 2022 
Bond Projects ROW 
Services - Supplemental 
Fee; Additional Services 
Amendment; Jeremy 
Kashman, City Engineer

v. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
CrossRoad Engineers, 
P.C.; ($3,750.00); 20-
ENG-13 Veterans Way 
– City Center to Walnut 
and Duke Dist. Relocation 
– Supplemental – Booster 
Pump & Spray Noz-
zles; Additional Services 
Amendment; Jeremy 
Kashman, City Engineer

w. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Specialized Land Services, 
Inc.; ($12,960.00); Buying 
Services; Additional Ser-
vices Amendment; Jeremy 
Kashman, City Engineer

x. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
GovernmentJobs.com, 
Inc., d/b/a NEOGov; 
($3,250.00); Professional 
Services Online Train-
ing; Additional Services 
Amendment; Lisa Hartz, 
Director of Human Re-
sources

y. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Pabulum Group, LLC; 
($2,400.00);

Consulting Services; 
Lisa Hartz, Director of 
Human Resources

z. Request for Agree-
ment between City and 
Business Associate; 
WellnessIQ; Business 
Associate Agreement; Lisa 
Hartz, Director of Human 
Resources

aa. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
AVI Systems, Inc.; 
($76,544.91); AV Re-
pair; Additional Services 
Amendment; Timothy Re-
nick, Director of Informa-
tion and Communication 
Systems

bb. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Cultivate Geospatial Solu-
tions, LLC; ($45,000.00); 
Digital Twin for Monon 
Trail from Main Street 
to Elm Street; Additional 
Services Amendment; 
Timothy Renick, Director 
of Information and Com-
munication Systems

cc. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Cultivate Geospatial Solu-
tions, LLC; ($25,000.00); 
GeoHub; Additional 
Services Amendment; 
Timothy Renick, Director 
of Information and Com-
munication Systems

dd. Resolution 12-06-23-
04; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
Park Place Technologies; 
($10,652.06); San Nodes/
Tape Library ESX Host 
Maintenance; Timothy Re-
nick, Director of Informa-
tion and Communication 
Systems

ee. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; 
Bayliss & Co., LLC; 
($2,500.00); Consulting 
for Public Art; Additional 
Services Amendment; 
Mayor James Brainard, 
Mayor’s Office

ff. Resolution 12-06-23-
06; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
C.L. Coonrod & Co.; 
Service Agreement 2024; 
Mayor James Brainard, 
Mayor’s Office

gg. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City of 
Cortona, Arezzo, Italy; 
Mayor James Brainard, 
Mayor’s Office

hh. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City of 
Jelgava, Latvia; Mayor 
James Brainard, Mayor’s 
Office

ii. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City 
of Kurort Seiffen, Free 
State of Saxony, Germany; 
Mayor James Brainard, 
Mayor’s Office

jj. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City of 
Rueil-Malmaison, Hauts-
De-Seine, France; Mayor 
James Brainard, Mayor’s 
Office

kk. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City of 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra 
Pradesh, India; Mayor 
James Brainard, Mayor’s 
Office

ll. Acknowledgement 
of Sister City Agreement 
between City of Carmel, 
Indiana, USA and City 
of Xiangyang, Hubei 
Province, The People’s 
Republic of China; Mayor 
James Brainard, Mayor’s 
Office

mm. Request for Pur-
chase of Goods and Ser-
vices; Bo-mar Industries, 
Inc.; ($10,000.00); Annual 
Maintenance Agreement; 
Matt Higginbotham, Street 
Commissioner

nn. Request for Purchase 
of Goods and Services; Ott 
Equipment Service, Inc.; 
($41,422.02); Balancer & 
Tire Changer; Additional 
Services Amendment; 
Matt Higginbotham, Street 
Commissioner

oo. Resolution 12-06-23-
02; Request for Acknowl-
edgement of Contract 
between City and Vendor; 
All Star Paving, Inc.; 
($83,649.98); Asphalt 
Rejuvenation for East 
Main Street & Gray Road; 
Matt Higginbotham, Street 
Commissioner

4. REQUEST TO USE 
CITY STREETS/PROP-

ERTY
a. Request to Use/

Rolling Closure of City 
Streets; Ghosts & Goblins 
5k/2k; October 26, 2024; 
6:00 AM – 12:00 PM; 
Jennifer Penix, Carmel 
Education Foundation

b. Request to Use Civic 
Square Gazebo/Lawn; Sis-
ter Cities Christmas Tree 
Viewing;

December 15, 2023; 
8:00 PM – 9:00 PM; An-
dris Berzins, Carmel Sister 
Cities

c. Request to Use Carter 
Green & Restrooms Adja-
cent to Hotel Carmichael, 
Closure of Loop Around 
Carter Green; Carmel 
Pride Festival; June 30, 
2024; 6:00 AM – 11:00 
PM; Martina Queijo, Car-
mel Pride

d. Request to Use/
Rolling Closure of City 
Streets, Civic Square 
Gazebo/Lawn, Civic 
Square Fountain Area & 
Restroom; 2024 Indiana 
Women’s Running Festi-
val; August 31, 2024; 6:00 
AM – 1:00 PM; Todd Ol-
iver, Carmel Road Racing 
Group

5. OTHER
a. Request for Second-

ary Plat; Five-Ten Sub-
division; Tom Lazzara, 
Custom Living USA –

TABLED on 10/4/23 – 
REMAINS TABLED

b. Request for Waiver 
of BPW Resolution No. 
04-28-17-01 and Lane 
Restriction;

Installation of New 
Wood Mid-Span Pole in 
ROW; East Main Street; 
Duke Energy

c. Request for Waiver 
of BPW Resolution No. 
04-28-17-01 and Lane 
Restriction; Installation of 
New Wood Mid-Span Pole 
in ROW; Towne Road and 
Harleston Street; Duke 
Energy

d. Request for Consent 
to Encroach and Variance; 
1053 Serenity Court; John 
Rinehart & Rebecca Wan-
ick, Property Owners

e. Request for Consent 
to Encroach and Variance; 
14010 Grannan Lane; 
Thomas & Sally Manning, 
Property Owners

f. Request for Grant of 
Perpetual Storm Water 
Quality Management Ease-
ment; Rosie’s Gardens - 
10402 N. College Avenue; 
Parknorth II, LLC

g. Request for Second-
ary Plat; Kingswood Ex-
tension; Jennifer Milliken, 
Ice Miller

h. Request for Storm-
water Technical Standards 
Waiver; 1151 W 116th 
Street; Brian Brown, 
Stoeppelwerth & Associ-
ates

i. Request for Storm-
water Technical Standards 
Waiver; 4130 W. 131st 
Street; Brian Brown, 
Stoeppelwerth & Associ-
ates

j. Request for Storm-
water Technical Standards 
Waiver; Midwest Eye 
Institute at The Bridges 
- NW Corner of Illinois 
Street & 111th Street; 
Kylie Bright-Schuler, 
American Structurepoint

6. ADJOURNMENT

Buy. Sell. Rent. Lease.

THE TIMES classifieds.



event possible.
3. Experience Lights 

Over Seminary presented 
by the City of Noblesville 
and Noblesville Preserva-
tion Alliance during this 
walkable light display in 
Seminary Park at Hannibal 
and 10th Street in down-
town Noblesville. The 
opening night is 5:30-7 
p.m. today with official 
lighting at 6 p.m. Enjoy 
carolers, hot chocolate 
and reading of “Twas The 
Night Before Christmas” 
by Noblesville Mayor 
Chris Jensen. Lights Over 
Seminary display runs 
5-11 p.m. nightly through 
December.

4.	 Experience the 
magic of the 2023 Carmel 
Christkindlmarkt daily 
through Dec. 24 at Carter 
Green next to the Perform-
ing Arts Center of Carmel. 
Enjoy traditional German 
food, shop handmade 
German goods under the 
twinkling lights at this 
one-of-a-kind holiday 
experience, ice skate on an 
outdoor rink, visit German 
artists at work, find fun in 
the kids corner, enjoy live 
entertainment, with free 
admission.

5.	 Federal Hill 
Commons temporary Ice 
Plaza is open through Dec. 
22 in Noblesville, with 
hours 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Fridays; 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday through Dec. 22; 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, starting 
Dec. 23 through No-
blesville Schools holiday 
break; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sundays; special holiday 
hours 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 24 and 31. Rates are 
$13, $11 for ages 12 and 
younger. Also take private 
15-minute carriage rides 
through downtown Nobles-
ville. 

6.	 “White Christ-
mas” will be shown during 
Movies in the Plaza at 
5:30 p.m. today at Grand 
Junction Plaza in West-
field.

7.	 Experience Merry 
Prairie at Conner Prairie, 
where visitors can ex-
plore Historic Holidays 
and immerse in the magic 
of Prairietown by can-
dlelight 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
now through Dec. 17 and 
Dec. 21-22 at the Fishers 
living history park. Ride a 
vintage carousel, enjoy the 
thrill of Polar Bear Plunge 
tubing hill and warm by 
a fireplace while showing 
off your sock-skating skills 
at Frosty’s Sock Skating 
Rink, plus pose for a selfie 
with Santa. Plus, reserve 
your seats for Breakfast 
with Santa Dec. 2, 3, 9, 
10, 16, 17. Tickets for all 
at www.connerprairie.org

8.	 Experience live 
community theater during 
Main Street Productions’ 
“Inspecting Carol,” a 
holiday comedy directed 
by Kelly Keller of Fish-
ers, 7:30 p.m. today and 
Saturday, next Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, and 
2:30 p.m. Sunday and 
Dec. 10 at Basile Westfield 
Playhouse. A man who 
asks to audition at a small 
theater is mistaken for an 

informer for the National 
Endowment for the Arts, 
everybody caters to the 
wannabe actor, and he is 
given a role in the current 
production, “A Christmas 
Carol.” Tickets at www.
westfieldplayhouse.org

9.	 Enjoy live 
community theater during 
Hamilton County Theatre 
Guild’s Belfry Theatre 
holiday production, the 
comedy, “The Man Who 
Came To Dinner,” at 8 
p.m. today and 2 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday at 
Noblesville First United 
Methodist Church, with 
tickets at www.TheBelfry-
Theatre.com.

10.	 Experience live 
music with Middle West 
tonight, Jason Salyers on 
Saturday, Don Clarkson 
on Dec. 8, The Dead 
Squirrels on Dec. 9, Hill 
and Oaks on Dec. 16, 
John Beatrice on Dec. 22, 
Sam King on Dec. 23, 
Donny Coyle on Dec. 29 
at Primeval Brewing in 
downtown Noblesville. 

11.	 Bring your pet 
for professional pet photos 
with Santa Paws NHS 
Band Director Eric Thorn-
bury 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday at Tractor Supply 
Co. with a $20 donation to 
the band.

12.	 Shop at the Hol-
iday Market 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday at the Ham-
ilton County 4-H Fair-
grounds in Noblesville, 
where 75 local creators 
and curators will sell their 
wares. Admission is $5, 
free for children under 13.

13.	 Hamilton County 
Historical Society, located 
in the Sheriff’s Residence 
and Old Jail, invites mem-
bers and the community 
to the Historical Society’s 
annual meeting and dessert 
reception at 2 p.m. Satur-
day at Noblesville Preser-
vation Alliance’s Preserva-
tion Hall on Logan Street 
in Noblesville. County 
historian David Heighway 
will present a program, 
with Historical Society 
members to pay $5 and the 
public for $7.

14.	 Downtown 
Westfield Association’s 
Westfield in Lights adds 
ice skating to Grand Junc-
tion Plaza event, from 3-6 
p.m. Saturday, featuring 
outdoor activities, games, 
food, live entertainment, 
live llamas, visits with 
Frosty, Rudolph and Mrs. 
Claus, with a tree-light-
ing celebration at 5:50 
p.m. Free trolley service 
will operate with stops at 
Christ United Methodist 
Church, Westfield Inter-
mediate School and Grand 
Junction Plaza.

15.	 Hop aboard the 
Nickel Plate Express for 
an array of excursions, 
including upcoming 
Holiday Cheers Express 
for 21 and older Friday 
nights through Christmas, 
Reindeer Express on 
Saturdays and Sundays 
through Christmas, tickets 
at nickelplateexpress.com.

16.	 Enjoy Arcadia’s 
eighth annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting with Christ-
mas Market from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Saturday.

17.	 The City of 
Noblesville’s Holiday 
in Lights Parade at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday through 
downtown Noblesville that 
starts at 16th and Harrison 
streets and ends at Federal 
Hill Commons on Logan 
Street.

18.	 Travel to the 
countryside to hear live 
music with The Molter 
Brothers on Saturday, Jen-
nifer Mlott on Dec. 9, all 
at 7 p.m., at Spencer Farm 
Winery in Noblesville. 
Visit spencerfarmwinery.
com. Also, enjoy live mu-
sic featuring Jeff Brown on 
Saturday, Craig Thurston 
on Dec. 7 and 21, John 
Gilmore on Dec. 9, Dead 
Squirrels on Dec. 16, Jeff 
Brown on Dec. 23, and 
Disagreeable on Dec. 30 at 
Grindstone Public House 
in Noblesville.

19.	 Celebrate at Ham-
ilton County’s Bicentennial 
Bash from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Sunday at Ivy Tech 
Hamilton County Campus 
in Noblesville. This free 
open house-style event 
includes free food, live 
music, short film, raffle 
with a canned food drive, 
art show in partnership 
with Nickel Plate Arts, 
displays from nonprofits, 
more.

20.	 NHS Singers 
varsity mixed show choir 
will sing with Nobles-
ville’s very own Sarah 
Scharbrough McLaughlin, 
world-class performer, 
songwriter and worship 
leader, during two Christ-
mas performances, at 4:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday at 
The Studio at The Per-
forming Arts Center of 
Carmel. Tickets at thecen-
terpresents.org

21.	 Watch Hamilton 
County Community Band 
Christmas Concert at 7 
p.m. Sunday at Noblesville 
High School Auditorium.

22.	 Make reser-
vations for Noblesville 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual Holiday Luncheon, 
combined with the State of 
the Schools presentation 
by Noblesville Schools 
Superintendent Daniel Hile 
and will feature Nobles-
ville High School’s varsity 
mixed show choir, the 
NHS Singers, with student 
musicians, and kicking off 
with North Elementary’s 
Hand Chime Choir, on 
Wednesday at Nobles-
ville Schools Community 

Center. Public invited. 
Reservations at noblesvil-
lechamber.com.

23.	 Shop at the Stony 
Creek Holiday Market 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Stony Creek 
Elementary School in No-
blesville, supporting Stony 
Creek graduates pursuing 
a career in education.

24.	 Noblesville 
Choirs Holiday Concerts 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 8 and 2 
p.m. Dec. 9 at Noblesville 
High School with $10-$16 
reserved tickets at nobles-
villechoirs.org

25.	 Enjoy live theater 
at Attic Theatre’s “White 
Christmas” musical on 
Dec. 8-9 at Ivy Tech Ham-
ilton County Campus in 
Noblesville, at theatticthe-
atre.com

26.	 Experience 
“Moon Over Buffalo,” 
a fast-paced hilarious 
screwball comedy Dec. 
8-17 by Carmel Commu-
nity Players at The Cat 
in Carmel, with tickets at 
carmelplayers.org

27.	 Immerse yourself 
in the magic of the holiday 
season with the return of 
Noblesville Preservation 
Alliance’s Holiday Home 
Tour from 5-8 p.m. Dec. 
9 with tickets at preserva-
tionhall.org.

28.	 Noblesville 
First UMC will have its 
annual Christmas Festival 
of Music & art at 4:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 10 
at the church, featuring 
the Chancel Choir, Janus 
Choir, Orchestra and art 
for sale by Janus artists.

29.	 Shop the Alley 
Art Market for works by 
local artists and markers 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Dec. 16 at 
the Lacy Arts Building in 
downtown Noblesville.

30.	 Enjoy “An En-
Pointe Christmas” during 
EnPointe Indiana Ballet’s 
holiday performances at 
2 p.m. Dec. 16 and 17 at 
Noblesville High School 
with tickets at www.
enpointe.yapsody.com.

-Betsy Reason writes 
about people, places and 
things in Hamilton County. 
Contact The Times Editor 
Betsy Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com. Moving to 
2024: Originally scheduled 
Legacy Keepers Music’s Dec. 
2 Classical Guitar Series is 
postponed until spring 2024 
due to the downtown holiday 
parade
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Þ BETSY  From Page A1

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography
Experience live community theater during Main 
Street Productions’ “Inspecting Carol,” a holiday 
comedy of a play within a play of “A Christmas Carol,” 
this weekend and next weekend at Basile Westfield 
Playhouse.

Þ ARROWOOD  From Page A1

Alumni Night on Friday, 
December 22 at Hamil-
ton Heights High School. 
Register here to attend a 
night of fun, playing mu-
sic, sharing memories, and 
special holiday dinner.

Speaking of fun, 
members of the Hamil-
ton Heights High School 
Honor Society are hosting 
Cookies with Santa on Sat-
urday, December 9 from 9 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 
High School Media Cen-
ter, Entrance B. Details 
can be found here.

As a reminder, our syn-
chronous E-Learning Day 

is this Friday, December 
1. Students do not report 
to school and will attend 
classes virtually.

Thank you for your 
partnership with students, 
staff, parents, and com-
munity. It is through these 
strong relationships that 
we realize the healthy and 
continued growth of our 
children, our schools, and 
our community. #WeAre-
Huskies

- Dr. Derek Arrowood 
is the Superintendent of the 
Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation.

31 Indiana Community 
Projects Approved In First 
Round Of Federal Government 
Cyber Security Grant Program

Governor Eric J. Hol-
comb announced today 
that Indiana was one of 
the first states awarded 
funding from the federal 
government’s State and 
Local Cybersecurity Grant 
Program (SLCGP) to 
support statewide cyberse-
curity programs. The first 
round of local projects 
that support cybersecu-
rity improvements were 
approved to receive a 
portion of a $20 million 
grant program that Indiana 
was awarded in 2022. 

"The State of Indiana is 
doing its due diligence to 
maintain the highest level 
of cyber security neces-
sary to protect Hoosier 
data,” Gov. Holcomb 
said. “Indiana is commit-
ted to leading the way by 
improving its cybersecuri-
ty posture and protecting 
our critical digital infra-
structure.” 

The Indiana Office 
of Technology and its 
partner, the Indiana 
Department of Homeland 
Security, which respec-
tively chair and co-chair, 
Indiana’s SLCGP Com-
mittee, have received 
federal approval for the 
state and local cybersecu-
rity plan, and are actively 
working to implement the 
strategy. 

The federal govern-
ment created the SLCGP 
program through the 
Investment Infrastructure 
and Jobs Act (2021)and 
tasked the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security 
Agency (CISA) to deliver 
the appropriated financial 
assistance to state and 
local governments to help 
them improve their cyber-
security posture. 

Indiana's SLCGP 
Planning Committee, 
comprised of staff from 
state and local govern-
ment, higher education 

and related association 
partners, voted to support 
the first round of projects 
to purchase cybersecurity 
protection for communi-
ties around the state.  

This project is the first 
of many steps already tak-
en to help reduce cyberat-
tacks and protect Indiana's 
digital services. 

At Gov. Holcomb’s 
direction in prioritizing 
cybersecurity statewide, 
IOT has been traveling 
the state meeting with 
community leaders to 
learn about the landscape 
of cybersecurity resources 
and policies in local gov-
ernment, participating in 
nearly 100 listening ses-
sions or conferences. IOT 
is leading an increased 
effort to partner state and 
local resources to jointly 
improve cybersecurity 
across all levels of gov-
ernment through policies 
and free or discounted 
services. Examples 
include cybersecurity risk 
assessments, cybersecurity 
awareness training, hosted 
websites, secure email and 
office productivity suite.  

Hundreds of local 
governments are already 
taking advantage of these 
services, providing im-
mense value for Hoosier 
taxpayers. Through the 
no-cost cybersecurity 
awareness training for 
local government staff, 
IOT has provided more 
than $500,000 in value for 
local government.  

To keep local govern-
ment informed about new 
programs or SLCGP fund-
ing opportunities, IOT 
hosts a monthly townhall. 
Details on the townhall 
meetings, as well as ad-
ditional cybersecurity and 
digital government tools 
are available at https://
www.in.gov/iot/local-gov-
ernment-services/.   
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Crawfordsville KOA Journey 
Recognized With Major Award 
During Annual Convention

Kampgrounds of 
America, Inc. (KOA), the 
world’s largest system 
of open-to-the-public 
campgrounds, is pleased 
to announce that the 
Crawfordsville KOA 
Journey campground has 
earned the KOA Presi-
dent’s Award. This presti-
gious award was present-
ed Thursday, November 
16 at Kampgrounds of 
America, Inc.’s Annual 
International Convention 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

The KOA President’s 
Award is presented to 
those campgrounds 
meeting exceptional 
quality standards and who 
receive high customer 
service scores from their 
camping guests. KOA 
surveys hundreds of thou-
sands of campers each 
year regarding their KOA 
camping experience. 

“Our campground 
owners and thousands 
of dedicated employees 
are essential to provid-
ing the superior level of 
outdoor hospitality KOA 
guests expect and it’s an 
honor to recognize this 
hard work,” said Toby 
O’Rourke, president and 
CEO of Kampgrounds 

of America, Inc. “Our 
President’s Awards are 
driven by camper feed-
back and an extensive 
annual review process. 
These award-winning 
KOA owners have made 
the right investments in 
their campgrounds and 
their staff to provide the 
best outdoor experience 
in North America.”

Campers are an enthu-
siastic group of travelers 
with growing expecta-
tions, according to recent 
research conducted by 
Kampgrounds of Amer-
ica, Inc. The company’s 
research found that 53% 
of campers had already 
booked at least one 
camping trip for 2024 
compared to just 13% of 
leisure travelers. This en-
thusiasm could be tied to 
the satisfaction campers 
experienced during their 
camping trips this year; 
58% of campers state that 
their 2023 trips thus far 
have exceeded expecta-
tions.

To find out more about 
this KOA campground or 
the more than 500 KOAs 
across the U.S. or Cana-
da, visit www.KOA.com. 

About Kampgrounds 

Of America
Kampgrounds of 

America, Inc. has been 
the definitive leader in 
outdoor hospitality for 
more than 60 years. Unit-
ed under the mission of 
“connecting people to the 
outdoors and each other,” 
the company consists of 
two unique brands: KOA 
and Terramor Outdoor 
Resorts. KOA, the 
world's largest system of 
privately-owned, open-to-
the-public campgrounds, 
consists of more than 500 
franchised and owned 
campgrounds. With 
unrivaled brand visibility, 
KOA also offers camp-
ground owners and oper-
ators unparalleled support 
in campground education, 
design, recruitment, mar-
keting and technology. 
Terramor Outdoor Re-
sorts, a glamping venture, 
opened its first flagship 
property in Bar Harbor, 
Maine in 2020.  Literally 
meaning ‘Love of Land,” 
the brand focuses on 
delivering a refined and 
upscale outdoor experi-
ence. For more informa-
tion, visit KOA.com and 
TerramorOutdoorResort.
com.

To ensure a safe and 
secure online holiday 
shopping experience, the 
Children’s Advertising 
Review Unit (CARU) has 
crafted a set of recom-
mendations for parents 
and guardians to make 
informed purchasing 
decisions this season.

Creating a thoughtful 
shopping list. Every year, 
major retailers compile 
their lists of the hottest 
toys and gifts for the sea-
son. However, consumers 
should approach lists 
like the "Hottest Toys of 
2023" with a critical eye. 
Stores and online retailers 
create these lists based 
on their expectations 
of what will sell well. 
What's important to note 
is what these lists don't 
reveal. For instance, the 
inclusion of a connected 
toy on such a list does not 
imply an endorsement of 
the toy's safety or its pri-
vacy and data collection 
practices.

To help you select a 
toy with data collection 
and privacy practices that 
align with your comfort 
level, it's essential to read 
the company's privacy 
policy. A robust privacy 
policy should:

1) Clearly outline 
what information the toy 
collects from its users, 
including children.

2) Specify who is 
responsible for collecting 
or accessing the gathered 
data.

3) Describe how this 
information is stored.

4) Explain the purpose 
and manner in which this 
information is used.

5) Detail the parental 
rights you have in terms 
of reviewing or removing 
this information.

6) Depending on the 
data collected from 
children, some connected 
toys may require parental 
consent before children 
can use the toy.

The simplest way to 
find apps and connected 
toys that comply with 
the federal privacy law, 
the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act 
(COPPA), is to find a 
company affiliated with 
an FTC-approved Safe 

Harbor program, such 
as CARU's COPPA Safe 
Harbor. If you encounter 
a website or app display-
ing the CARU seal, rest 
assured that its privacy 
practices adhere to the 
COPPA Rule.

Distinguishing between 
naughty and nice pur-
chases. Online shopping 
hinges on the accuracy 
and accessibility of prod-
uct information available 
online. Therefore, it's 
crucial to review prod-
uct details, thoroughly 
understand how the 
product works and what 
is included and learn 
what you might still need 
to purchase. Be attentive 
to accessories that must 
be purchased separate-
ly, such as batteries or 
clothing for dolls. CARU 
also recommends you 
consider the safety and 
appropriateness of the toy 
with your child in mind.

We recommend 
reviewing the product 
packaging for details and 
operating specifications 
that may be inadvertently 
omitted from the website. 
Since online depictions of 
products may not always 
be clear, many online 
shoppers find it beneficial 
to read reviews or watch 
videos for a closer look. 
It's essential to be aware 
that reviewers, influenc-
ers, bloggers, and others 
might receive compen-
sation or free products 
in exchange for posting 
reviews.

Part of CARU's mis-
sion is to protect chil-
dren from deceptive or 
inappropriate advertising, 
including product label-
ing and paid promotional 
online reviews. Keep an 
eye out for advertising 
disclosures and use this 
as an opportunity to edu-
cate your children about 
potential material con-
nections and how they 
may affect the credibility 
of the review.

Good things come in 
age-appropriate packag-
es. Age recommendations 
may not be as readily 
apparent when shopping 
online, so it's crucial for 
parents to look closely 
for them. Toys designed 

for teenagers might 
be unsafe for younger 
children or require adult 
supervision.

Moreover, connected 
toys meant for older 
children and teens may 
collect personal informa-
tion, such as audio and 
video, without obtain-
ing parental consent. 
The companion apps 
for connected toys may 
also have unsuitable 
information privacy and 
data collection practices 
for children, including 
tracking and behavioral 
advertising, or they may 
link to sites unsuitable for 
children, such as social 
media..

Bah! Humbug! Even 
in secure payment and 
transaction environments, 
purchasing gifts online 
may expose your person-
al and financial informa-
tion to cybercriminals. Be 
cautious about a website's 
security if you plan to 
share your personal infor-
mation.

You better watch out...
While waiting for your 
special deliveries, be 
aware that phishing 
attacks have been on the 
rise. Exercise caution 
when opening emails that 
appear to be from stores 
or resemble tracking 
information. Verify the 
legitimacy of the email 
addresses before click-
ing any links. If you feel 
nervous or suspicious 
about an email, refrain 
from clicking on any-
thing within it. Instead, 
refer to the original order 
confirmation email or 
visit the company's web-
site to check the order 
status. During the holiday 
season, it's also a good 
practice to monitor your 
credit card statements for 
any suspicious activity.

For more informa-
tion and to learn how to 
protect yourself, Google 
“BBB 10 Steps to Avoid 
Scams”.  If you spot a 
scam, whether you have 
lost money or not, report 
it to BBB’s Scam Tracker 
at BBB.org/ScamTracker 
and the FTC at Report-
Fraud.ftc.gov. Your story 
can help protect consum-
ers from similar scams.

What To Look For When You Need A Law Firm
(StatePoint) Let’s face 

it, no person or business 
gets a thrill out of hiring 
a law firm. Fortunately, 
peer-reviewed rankings 
have simplified the pro-
cess.

Best Lawyers, which 
has been tracking trends 
and innovations in the le-
gal industry for more than 
four decades, serves as a 
trusted resource for iden-
tifying what it takes to be 
a preeminent law firm in 
the United States. Their 
recently released 14th 
annual rankings of Best 
Law Firms, found at best-
lawfirms.com, provides 
keen insight, not only into 
the most successful law 
firms, but also the key 
factors to keep an eye out 
for when going through 
the reliably trying task of 
retaining counsel.

Here is some of Best 
Lawyers’ advice:

1. Does the firm use the 
latest technology?

Right now, even the 
legal profession is abuzz 
about generative Artifi-
cial Intelligence (gen AI) 
tools. With its ability to 
parse information more 
quickly, gen AI offers the 
immediate potential to 
automate routine tasks 

such as research; sum-
marizing long, complex 
content; and writing first 
drafts of simple docu-
ments such as NDAs. All 
of which can save both 
time and money.

And smart firms are 
closely watching regula-
tions and any risks that 
this new technology may 
bring, all while using it 
for the benefit of the firm 
and its clients.

2. What do other legal 
experts think about the 
way they do business?

There are better options 
available than just word 
of mouth when choosing 
legal representation. After 
all, hiring a law firm 
isn’t like choosing which 
novel to download next. 
Through Best Laywers’ 
research process, a firm’s 
performance is assessed 
by its peers, ultimately 
helping consumers make 
better-informed decisions.

Why is this important? 
At its heart, a robust 
peer-review process like 
Best Lawyers’ asks legal 
professionals to answer 
this key question: “If 
you had a legal issue and 
could not represent your-
self, what firm would you 
hire?” This peer-review 

method is critical, and 
offers a straightforward 
way to help identify the 
most trusted firms.

3. Does the law firm 
embrace diversity?

Today’s leading law 
firms know that to be 
successful, the makeup of 
their staff should rep-
resent the communities 
they serve. Inclusion is 
a necessary element of 
well-rounded representa-
tion because a team with 
different backgrounds 
and experiences will 
bring diverse points of 
view to solving clients’ 
unique and complex 
challenges.

Fortunately, in recent 
years there has been an 
uptick in law firm diver-
sity. In 2023, 21.6% of 
attorneys were members 
of traditionally underrep-
resented ethnic groups, 
according to an American 
Lawyer survey. That’s up 
more than 20% from the 
same survey just three 
years prior.

As a consumer, con-
sider asking a law firm 
about its diversity track 
record. In fact, the best 
law firms will not only 
expect the question but 
welcome it.
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Life without local news is like 
hearing crickets

STOP LISTENING 
TO CRICKETS

Sagamore News Media owns newspapers in 
Noblesville and Crawfordsville 

and feature award-winning work every day. 
Come be part of our team!

Apply today by e-mailing resume to jobs@thepaper24-7.com.

We can’t wait to talk with you!

Sagamore News Media 
is looking for talented sales people!

Whether you sell by phone or in person, we want to talk with you!
 Hourly rates begin at $15 per hour and only go up from there. 

 If you have good sales skills, 
this might be the job you have been looking for.

There is no cap on earnings and multiple people in the 
past have earned $50,000, $60,000 and 

beyond – all the way into six figures.
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