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well-worn copy of “Kappa
Kitchen Kookery”
That title should provide a
clue that the recipes came
from members of the local
Beta Epsilon chapter of Tri
Kappa sorority.
The cookbook, which dates
from 1950, is also
something of a historical
document. Not only does it
paint a picture of what was
appearing on local dinner
tables in the ‘50s, but it’s
kind of a Who’s Who of
Noblesville society at that
time. If you’ve lived here as
long as I have, you’d
probably recognize the
names of a lot of the recipe
donors.
These cookie recipes were
provided by three women I
bet many of you will
remember. (I edited the
recipes lightly.)
 
Gumdrop Cookies — Audrey
Haworth
 
1 C. brown sugar
1/2 C. butter
1 egg
1 C. gumdrops
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/4 C. milk
2 tsp. baking powder
1 1/2 C. flour
 
Cream sugar and butter,
add egg (and vanilla) and
mix. Add milk alternately
with flour and baking
powder. Then add
gumdrops. Drop by
teaspoon on cookie sheet.
Bake at 375 degrees about 9
to 12 minutes.
 
(Audrey Haworth was a
fixture of the Noblesville
Public Library for 50 years.
She started as an assistant
to the first librarian, Lulu
Miesse, then she became
the head of the library
herself in 1945. Even after
her retirement in 1973, she
continued to serve as the
curator of the Indiana
Room.)

Ginger Snaps — Denzel
Hufford  (Mrs. M. L.)
 
3/4 C. shortening
1 C. sugar
1/4 C. light molasses
1 egg
1/4 tsp. salt
2 tsp. soda
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. ginger
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Faces of 
Hamilton County
People who call our community their own

Poor dental health can lead to an
increased risk of heart disease.

 Today’s health tip was brought to you by
Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch his

column each week in The Times and
online at www.thetimes24-7. com

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:02 am
SET: 5:21 pm

High/Low
Temperatures

HIGH: 46°F
LOW: 32°F

Today is...
• Games Day

• Go Caroling Day
• Dot Your I’s Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 2007 Queen Elizabeth
becomes the longest-
living British monarch.
The previous longest
living monarch - Queen
Victoria - died on Jan 22,
1901, when she was 81
years, 7 months, and 29
days old. Queen
Elizabeth, who was born
on 21 April 1926, turned
81 years, 7 months and
30 days on this day.

• 1803 Louisiana
Purchase completed.
The United States was
officially handed over
the territory of Louisiana
by the French. The
French had regained
control of the territory
that spans over 15
present-day states and 2
Canadian territories in
1800. In 1762, Spain had
taken over the territory.

Births On 
This Day

Deaths On 
This Day

• 1976 Aubrey Huff -
American baseball
player
• 1966 Matt Neal -
English race car
driver 

• 1976 Richard J. Daley
- 48th Mayor of
Chicago

• 1812 Sacagawea -
member of the Lewis,
Clark Expedition

1 John 4:20 If a man say, “I love
God,” and hateth his brother, he

is a liar. For he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how

can he love God whom he hath
not seen?

“Christmas is a season not only
of rejoicing but of reflection.”
Winston Churchill

Knock knock!
 Who's there?
 Holly
 Holly who?
 Holly-days are here again!

Kappa Cookies
For Christmas
I was going
through my
mother’s
cookbooks and
recipe files
recently,
looking for
cookies to
make for
Christmas,
when I ran
across Mom’s

See PAULA Page A2
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Members of the Hamilton Heights Middle School Junior Husky Volleyball Club conducted their
annual Christmas shopping trip for Angel's Attic over the weekend. The coaches, girls, and
some very kind parents all went shopping together to help fill the shelves of the local pantry
based at the Arcadia Christian Church. Just as important as raising money and maximizing the
value of the money to spend, was the actual shopping spree, which teaches students about the
joy of giving and thinking of others. This has become a holiday tradition for the volleyball club. 

HHMS VB Club Fill Shelves at Angel's Attic

What makes Betty Jo Christy
smile? “Family and getting to
be with friends,” said the 84-
year-old Noblesville resident,
who was found last Thursday at
Noblesville Jim Dandy singing
with the Hamilton County
Extension Homemakers’ choral
club, the Silvernotes. She has
four children. She has been
singing with the Silvernotes for
52 years and is one of the
longest-participating members
in the group. Betty Jo said
singing helps her deal with her
disabling disease of the
nervous system of 37 years.
“That’s why I started,” she has
said. “I have multiple sclerosis,
and my neurologist told me,
whatever I do, don’t give up my
music.” She enjoyed a 65-year
friendship with the late Sharon
Piper, Silvernotes president
who passed away in November.
Christy joined because her
mother was in the Silvernotes.
It just seemed natural. The low-
alto singer who grew up in
Sheridan and graduated in
1957, said a lot of mothers,
daughters and sisters belong to
the Silvernotes. Tonight at Jim
Dandy Restaurant in
Noblesville, bring the family to
Kids Night with Santa, from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. Find an activities
table, goodies, writing of Santa
letters and a chance to meet
Santa. Kids ages 10 and under
eat free with paying adult.

42nd Year of ‘The Nutcracker’
Makes Miss Diana Very Happy

Photo courtesy of Fallin Photograph

Lilliana Fata is the Sugar Plum Fairy and guest artist actor
and singer Nick Hagelin is the Nutcracker Prince in White
River Ballet Co.’s young ballet students’ production of “The
Nutcracker” ballet on stage at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday
at Noblesville High School.

Diana Ephlin
once told me
that other than
being with her
own family, her
perfect
moment is
being
surrounded by
all of her
young ballet

students.
That’s one of the reasons she
loves to portray Mother
Gigogne in “The Nutcracker”
ballet during which her
“children” emerge from under
her massive and beautiful
dress.
Ephlin, who is often referred to
as Miss Diana, operates White
River Ballet Co., a nonprofit in
Noblesville, and each holiday
season brings to life “The
Nutcracker” ballet.
This is the 42nd year for the
ballet company to perform
“The Nutcracker,” which is in
rehearsals this week and will
be on stage at 7 p.m. Thursday
and Friday at Noblesville High
School Auditorium. Tickets are
still available.
With two performances of
“The Nutcracker” each season,
that totals 84 performances
over the students.
That’s one of the reasons
she loves to portray Mother

 Mother Gigogne in “The
Nutcracker” ballet during
which her “children” emerge
from under her massive and
beautiful dress.
Ephlin, who is often referred to
as Miss Diana, operates White
River Ballet Co., a nonprofit in
Noblesville, and each holiday
season brings to life “The
Nutcracker” ballet.

See BETSY Page A3

Diana Ephlin
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The Farmers Bank Opens the Westfield Financial
Center Fourth Location in Hamilton County

WESTFIELD, INDIANA

The Farmers Bank is
excited to announce
the opening of its
latest Financial Center
in Westfield, Indiana,
reaffirming its
commitment to
personalized service
and community
engagement that has
been its hallmark
since 1876.

With existing locations
in Noblesville, Fishers,
and Sheridan, along
with a loan office in
Carmel, The Farmers
Bank is thrilled to
extend its investment
in Hamilton County to
support the dynamic
and growing Westfield
community. The
Financial Center,
officially open as of
December 15, and will
operate from 9:00 am
– 5:00 pm Monday
through Thursday and
from 9:00 am to 6:00
pm on Fridays.
Westfield, recognized
as the fastest-growing
city in Indiana for  
three consecutive
years, has become a
hub for both
businesses and  
residents. This

strategic expansion
aligns with the city's
prominence and
positions The Farmers
Bank to cater to the
financial needs of
Westfield's diverse
community.

A grand opening
celebration is
scheduled for January
10 from 3-4 pm,
inviting the
community to
experience the new
Financial Center at its
location just off
Springmill Road and
State Road 32.

The Farmers Bank
Westfield Financial
Center aims to offer a
comprehensive suite
of services tailored to
meet the diverse
needs of individuals,
businesses, and
nonprofits. From in-
person service to
video ATMs and
virtual banking
experiences, the
Financial Center
combines modern
convenience with the
personal touch that
defines The Farmers
Bank.
In line with the bank's
commitment to

sustainability, the
Westfield Financial
Center will feature a
state-of-the-art Smart
Flower, harnessing
solar power to
contribute to the
facility's energy
needs. This innovative
addition not only
aligns with The
Farmers Bank's
dedication to eco-
friendly practices but
also provides a hands-
on educational
experience for local
schools.

"We open our doors in
Westfield today, eager
to welcome the
community to our new
location. With a
community-centric
approach, efficient
services, and reliable
personalized banking,
The Farmers Bank is
ready to empower
individuals and
businesses in
Westfield to achieve
their financial goals,"
said Chris Cook, The
Farmers Bank CEO.

For more information,
please visit
thefarmersbank.com.

Fishers Student Named to Dean's List

Nathan Webb of Fishers has been named to Ohio
Dominican University's 2023 Fall Semester
Dean's list. In order to make the Dean's List, full-
time undergraduate students must have
achieved a 3.5 GPA or better after taking a
minimum of 12 credit hours.

PAULA
Cream shortening,
add sugar; add
molasses and egg.
Beat well and add
sifted dry ingredients.
Mix well. Roll in small
balls, dip in sugar,
place 2’’ apart on
greased sheet. Bake in
370 degree oven for
15 minutes.
 
(Denzel Hufford was
one of those people
everyone in
Noblesville seems to
have known. In
addition to having
been a long-time
member of Tri Kappa,
she was a charter
member of the
Noblesville
Preservation Alliance
and an avid gardener.
She received a Master
Gardener certification
when she was in her
80s!)
 
Mexican Wedding
Cakes — Jerry Snyder
(Mrs. Joe)
 
1/2 C. powdered sugar
1 C.  butter
1 tsp. vanilla
2 C. flour
1/2 C. pecans, cut fine
 
Combine ingredients
and roll into 3 or 4
rolls. Place in waxed
paper and chill. After
they set, pinch off
small pieces, roll in
balls and flatten. Bake
in slow oven (300-325
degrees) for 30 

minutes. Shake in sack
with powdered sugar.
(Like Denzel,
everybody seems to
have known Jerry and
vice versa. Some of
that came from her
jobs at the Hoosier
Dairy and local banks,
and some came from
her writing. She began
penning columns in
junior high and she
continued to write for
publication throughout
the rest of her life.

Mostly, however, that
was just Jerry being
Jerry. I don’t think she
ever met a stranger.)
 
We have a few days
left before Christmas.
If baking cookies is still
on your agenda,
consider making one or
more of these recipes.
 
If you do, you should
raise a cookie in salute
to these women and
their fellow Tri Kappas
for all the things
they’ve done to make
this county a better
place to live. 
 
Merry Christmas and
Happy Cookies!
 
– Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme
column appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend
@gmail.com
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BGCN Grateful for Hare’s 
Support of Youth Sports
Longstanding Partnership of Hare Chevrolet and
BGCN Benefits Local Youth 

Pictured L to R accepting a framed league jersey and Hare’s check are Todd Thurston,
Hare Truck Center Sales Manager, Tony Eslamirad, BGCN Community Center Director,
and Jason Horack, Hare Chevrolet General Manager. 

The Tom & Soni Sheehan Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville recently presented
Hare Chevrolet with a token of appreciation for their generous title
sponsorship of the 2023-24 Youth Basketball League. More than 500 youth
and teens will participate in the Club’s basketball and cheerleading leagues
that take place December through March. Hare’s support enables the Club to
keep the league affordable for local youth, provide registration scholarships
and purchase uniforms and equipment.

Westfield Student
Performs
Maggie Huntley, a
Junior majoring in
Sociology and
Anthropology,
Business Analytics
from Westfield, was
one of more than 45
Augustana College
students to participate
in the college's annual
Sankta Lucia Festival.
The celebration, held
at Augustana's
Ascension Chapel,
commemorated the
Sankta Lucia Festival
with traditional
Scandinavian
Christmas carols,
lessons and poetry.
Sankta Lucia is a
cherished tradition of
the Advent season in
all the Nordic
countries. A
candlelight procession
of singers is led by a
young woman robed in
white with a crown of
candles on her head, to
commemorate the
martyred St. Lucy (d.
304 AD).

Westfield
Student
Graduates
Berry College recently
announced its newest
class of graduates for
2023. That class
included Alexis
Paterson of Westfield,
who earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in
Animal Science.

Noblesville
student Makes
College Honor Roll
Lucas McAlister from
Noblesville was
recently named to the
Honor Roll at
McPherson College, a
four-year private
college located in
central Kansas.

Hamilton County Board of Commissioners 
FOR THE RECORD

Thursday, December
21, 2023

Hamilton County
Government and
Judicial Center
Commissioner's
Courtroom One
Hamilton County
Square Noblesville,
Indiana 46060

AGENDA (Agenda
subject to change.
Final agenda will be
posted at the
meeting.) 
12:15 p.m. Executive
Session - Conference
Room 1A 
1. Implementation of
Security Systems IC 5-
14-1.5-6.1(b)(C) 
2. Purchase or Lease
of Real Estate IC 5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(2)(D) 
3. Discussion of
Pending Litigation IC
5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(2)(B)
4. Discussion of
Personnel IC 5-14-1.5-
6.1(b)(7) 

1:00 p.m. Call to Order
- Commissioners
Courtroom Declare
Quorum Pledge of
Allegiance Approval of
Executive Session
Memoranda 
1. 12/21/23 
Approval of Minutes 
1. 12/1/23 Highway
Meeting
1:05 p.m. Highway
Business 
1. Road Cut Permits 
2. Private Traffic
Control Permits 
3. Vehicle Exemption
Permits 
4. Acceptance of

 Bonds and Letters of
Credit 
5. Release of Bonds
and Letters of Credit
6. Agreement
/Supplements 
7. Acceptance of
Streets 
8. Concurrence with
Traffic Study
Correspondence
 9. Public Works
Quotation Results 

10. Official Actions 
11. Correspondence
12. Announcements
1:10 p.m. Court
Administration - Jill
Acklin 1. Amendment
to Hamilton County
Circuit Court 2024
Pauper Attorney
Contract Criminal
Cases 
1:15 p.m. ISSD - Chris
Mertens 
1. Konica Minolta
Order Agreement 
2. 2024
Orthophotography
and Lidar Basemap
Project - Dewberry
Engineers Professional
Services Agreement
1:20 p.m. Probation
Department -
Madonna Wagoner 
1. 2024 Problem
Solving Grant Award
1:25 p.m. Safety Risk
Management - Steven
Rushforth 
1. Request
Authorization to
Repair Vehicle 
2. Liability and
Workers Comp Claims
Third Party
Administrator
Agreement - LMPG

 3. Liability Trust Claim -
Buildings & Grounds
1:30 p.m. Public Safety
Communications - Mike
Hubbs 
1. Motorola Municipal
Lease
1:35 p.m. Emergency
Management Agency -
Shane Booker 
1. Requesting Approval
to Dispose of Capital
Assets 
1:40 p.m. Commissioner
Committee Reports 
1:45 p.m. Attorney 
1:50 p.m. Director of
Administration 
1:55 p.m. Sheriff 
2:00 p.m. Auditor 
1. Capital Asset
Notification Final
Disposal 
2. Clerk's Monthly
Report 
3. Acceptance of
Bonds/Letters of Credit
- Drainage Board 
4. Release of
Bonds/Letters of Credit
- Drainage Board 
5. Vendor Claims
6. Health Trust Monthly
Expenditure Report 
7. Payroll Claims 
2:15 p.m. Executive
Session - Conference
Room 1A 
1. To Receive
Information About and
Interview Prospective
Employees IC 5-14-4.5-
6.1(b)(5)

Thank you
 for

subscribing!
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The public is invited to discover more about Hamilton County 4-H on Wednesday, January 3,
2024, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant Street,
Noblesville. Come anytime. Stay as long as you can.
4-H is an experiential program for youth in grades 3-12 (mini 4-H for grades K-2) that is
delivered by Purdue University Cooperative Extension. Through hands-on learning, 4-H youth
build not only confidence, creativity, and curiosity, but also life skills such as leadership and
resiliency to help them thrive today and tomorrow. 4-H welcomes young people of all beliefs
and backgrounds while giving youth a voice to express who they are and how they can make
their lives and communities better. Nearly 1,500 youth from Hamilton County are currently
involved in 4-H and close to six million kids and teens worldwide and that is because 4-H has
pivoted and adapted to today’s changing world by providing a platform to promote
individual growth by learning, doing and engaging.”
4-H is a great opportunity to develop a hobby, experience camp, and make new friends. 4-H is
family oriented and promotes family togetherness. Youth in grades K-2 may enroll in
Hamilton County Mini 4-H at no cost. If you are interested in 4-H but have some questions,
want to enroll but don’t know how, or just want to check it out, come “Discover” what 4-H is
all about on January 3. Information and online enrollment is also available on our website at
https://puext.in/hamco4h.
Purdue University is an equal opportunity/equal access/affirmative action institution

Discover 4-H

BETSY
This is the 42nd year
for the ballet
company to perform
“The Nutcracker,”
which is in rehearsals
this week and will be
on stage at 7 p.m.
Thursday and Friday
at Noblesville High
School Auditorium.
Tickets are still
available.
With two
performances of “The
Nutcracker” each
season, that totals 84
performances over
the years.
Ephlin is thrilled this
year that guest artist
Nick Hagelin will join
the cast as the
Nutcracker Prince.
Hagelin is an award-
winning
singer/songwriter,
dancer and actor from
New York City. Ballet
students ages 3-7 will
perform all other roles
of “The Nutcracker.”
Through the years,
Ephlin has attended
many performances of
“The Nutcracker,”
from New York to San
Francisco. She also
gets on her iPhone
daily and watches
variations of the full-
length “Nutcracker.”
The Noblesville
woman has said, “I
simply never tire of
hearing the music.”
She said, ‘The
Nutcracker,” to me,
embodies every role a
dancer would feel
privileged to perform.
Every aspect of the
magnificent music
dictates the
choreography to the
student.”
This year’s
“Nutcracker” will be
Ephlin’s 72nd
“Nutcracker,” Ephlin,
77, said.
“I have played every
role with the
exception of Arabian.
My greatest joy is still
being Mother Gigogne
with her children. It is
such joy for me to
share the
choreography and
Tchaikovsky’s music
with 3- and 4-year-
olds,” she said. 
Ephlin has been
teaching ballet for
more than 50 years
and at The Dancin’
Place studio, which
she owns, for 37 years.
“So many of my
students have been
with me since the age
of 3. For many years,
my previous students
bring their now 3-
year-olds to me. I am a
lucky duck. From 3,
they move up to
combination classes
to Junior Company,
Apprentice, Pre-
pointe, Junior
Company (in pointe
shoes). I actually am
privileged to observe
these children and
spot a potential Clara
or Sugar Plum,” she
said. 
“Of course, ballet
takes dedication and
passion. Those
students who make it
to class four times a
week and practice at
home, as well, will be
rewarded when we
cast our ballets.”
Ephlin is thrilled with
how well the ballet
has come together
this season. They all
know their parts,
entrances and dance
beautifully. But the
younger ones are the
most precious.
Watching their little
faces as they watch
the older girls is the
greatest gift to Ephlin.
The ballet company
rehearses up to the
performances,
although the younger
kids in the ballet will
only rehearse during
their regular dance
class time. 
Ephlin is thrilled to
have Hagelin perform
with the 100 ballet
students.
Hagelin, the guest
artist who’s playing
the Nutcracker Prince,
trained at School of
American Ballet at
Lincoln Center and
went on to dance
internationally with
Carolina Ballet,
American Ballet
Theatre, and The
Kirov. The dancer is 
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also an actor whose
acting career began at a
young age, following an
open call listed in The
New York Times for the
feature film “The
Emperor's Club.” That
role led to national
commercials and a
guest-starring role on
“Law & Order: SVU.”
In 2013, he signed an
artist deal with
Interscope Records and
focused on his music for
the next few years,
culminating in a strong
run on Season 10 of
NBC's “The Voice,”
where he finished Top 9.
His award-winning
music has been
featured on The
Nickelodeon Kids'
Choice Awards, NBC,
CBS, FOX, We TV, FX, E!
News, US Weekly, and
People Magazine.
Ephlin, herself, is not
only a dance teacher
but a ballet dancer of
70 years.
The New Albany, Ind.,
native grew up in
Lafayette.
“I had, I guess, I have to
say a most idyllic
childhood. I had my first
introduction to ballet at
Indiana University. My
father went back to IU
after 32 missions in
World War II. The ballet
mistress told my
mother she would
correct my ‘knock knees
and pigeon toes.’ And
she did through the
ballet turnout of feet
and legs. After IU, my
parents moved to my
father’s first job. Sadly,
my mother contacted
polio. She thankfully
fully recovered but
made sure I had my
ballet classes each
week.”
From the age of 7, she
said, “My life was ballet
and theater.”
Ephlin said, “As soon as
my parents moved
there, I was enrolled in
Pearl Allen’s School of
Ballet. He quite simply
was the quintessential
ballet master. In second
grade, my school
teacher told my mother,
‘Diana is an excellent
student, but she has
ants in her pants.’
Imagine a teacher
saying that today.
Mother immediately
enrolled me in Elizabeth
Sharpless summer
children’s musicals held
at Columbia Park in
Lafayette. These two
places sowed the seed
for me. Also, Dick
Yaeger at Lafayette
High School Acapella
Choir where I became a
member, of only two
freshmen ever inducted
into his show choir.”
She said, “Through the
years, from there to Ball
State to Iowa, Miami
and Alabama, I danced,
taught and acted many
roles, from basements
to dinner theaters.
While here in
Noblesville, I have
owned my studio for
over 35 years, directed
the Apprenticeship
Players, directed and
had walk-on to starring
roles at The Belfry.” Her
two favorite roles were
Gillian in “Bell, Book &
Candle” at The Belfry
and Russian prima
ballerina Elizaveta
Grushinskaya in “Grand
Hotel,”at Footlite
Musicals in Indianapolis.
The latter was the last
time that she danced in
her ballet pointe shoes
more than 20 years ago.
Teaching her younger
students makes Ephlin

Photo courtesy of Fallin PhotographyPhoto courtesy of Fallin Photography

Coco Vaught of Noblesville is the
Ballerina Doll in White River Ballet
Co.’s young ballet students’
production of “The Nutcracker”
ballet on stage at 7 p.m. Thursday
and Friday at Noblesville High
School.

Eden Rawlings as Clara and Nick
Hagelin as the Nutcracker Prince
perform in White River Ballet Co.’s
young ballet students’ production
of “The Nutcracker” ballet on stage
at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday at
Noblesville High School.

happy. “My greatest joy
is watching them walk
through the door in
their very first ballet
shoes.”
After “The Nutcracker”
and Christmas, her
ballerinas will be back
to begin January
classes and rehearsal
for a June ballet, “Swan
Lake.” 
She said, “I feel very
proud to tell these story
ballets with the
children. I love teaching
them the choreography
to the most beautiful
music.”
Also, in May, auditions
will take place for the
Stone Soup Children’s
Musical Theater
summer production.
Stone Soup is a
nonprofit children’s
theater program of The
Dancin’ Place.
Including Stone Soup,
Ephlin guesstimates
that she has taught
about 5,000 students
over the years. 
Ephlin said, “I am truly
blessed that my
passions are children,
ballet and theater.” 
While she loves dancing,
she loves teaching
most. “I love the little
children. When I walk in,
and there they are, that
first day, their little
ballet shoes, their tutus,
it makes me very, very
happy. It makes me
smile. And I’m going to
do it ‘til I’m 94.” She
said, “I love doing the
story ballets and
watching these children
who have been with me
since they were 3, and
then they become a
senior, and they go off
to some great,
wonderful college, but
during that time,
they’ve gotten to play
beautiful roles. I feel like
that’s wonderful.”

-Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-
7.com.

Photo courtesy of Fallin Photography

Gabbi Galloway is the Flower Queen
in White River Ballet Co.’s young
ballet students’ production of “The
Nutcracker” ballet on stage at 7 p.m.
Thursday and Friday at Noblesville
High School.

Sitting In Judgment

 early enough at my
sister’s church for the
Christmas Eve service
to secure a seat in the
back, so we were in the
fourth row. The first
row is never used by
anyone; the second
row is only for people
who arrive impossibly
late. The third row is,
for all intents and
purposes, the front
row, and that’s where
these two wild-looking
children were.
The children were
provisioned with
colored pencils and
drawing paper but,
other than that, looked
rather neglected.
Neither one had seen a
comb in a long time.
Both were dressed in a
combination of
outdoor wear and
pajamas. Neither was
actually sitting on the
pew. The girl was
sitting on the floor,
using the bench as a
drawing table. The boy
was sprawled out
across the bench, arms
and legs akimbo. I felt
myself making
judgments. I get that
way sometimes.
“Seriously,” I thought,
“is getting out of their
pajamas too much to
ask?”
The children paid no
attention to the
service. When the
congregation rose to
sing, the children
remained where they
were. When the other
kids went up for the
children’s sermon, the
boy disappeared
outside, and the girl
remained where she
was.
“Where has he gone?” I
wondered. These
children seemed feral
to me. “Probably raised
by wolves,” I said to
amuse myself. “He’s
gone out to hunt
squirrels,” I
conjectured. “Likely he
is eating one now.” The
boy returned and lay
back down on the pew.
“Why are they even
here?” I wondered.
I looked at the skirt I
had put on for the
occasion, the good
coat I had brought for 
 

wearing to church, the
time and effort the
other parishioners had
taken before leaving
their homes. These
children (and whoever
had transported them
to church) had clearly
missed the memo.
I was surprised when,
as the service was
about to end, a man
joined the children.
The boy suddenly
snapped out of his
lethargy and went to
the man, who wrapped
him in a hug. The boy
and the man remained
that way for a long
time, oblivious to the
service, enfolded in a
hug.
“Did you see the
organist’s kids in the
front row?” my sister
asked her husband
after we got home.
“Yeah,” he said. I was
about to make some
snappy remark about
their lack of grooming
when my sister
continued.
“Her husband left them
just a couple of weeks
ago. He won’t even
answer his phone when
the kids call. Her son is
autistic, and she is just
beside herself.”
“The husband was
there,” my brother-in-
law told my sister. “He
came into church at
the very end.”
“Really?” my sister said
and shook her head.
I realized what a
colossal ass I was.
There are so many
troubles I have never
known. There is a world
of pain I have never
experienced. While I
was dwelling on a
couple of hastily
dressed kids with
messy hair quietly
doodling in the front
pew, there were wells
of pain and loss and
confusion right in front
of me that I could not
imagine.
I do not like that prissy
woman in the nice skirt
who sits in judgment of
those poor kids. I do
not like her, and I don’t
want to be her. While I
was focused on
grooming and
decorum, a tired, lost
man took his child in
his arms and—right in
front of me—a
Christmas miracle
occurred, a miracle I
was too blind to see.

Till next time,
Carrie

The
children
were in
the pew 
in front 
of me.
We had
not
arrived

Holcombs Lose
Their Dog Henry
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb
and First Lady Janet
recently lost their pet dog
Henry, a 13-year-old
miniature schnauzer.
“Henry brought so much
joy to Hoosiers young and
old, two-legged and four-
legged alike,” the governor
said in a statement. “He
was more than a family pet
to me and Janet as he
gifted us daily with his
funny, loving ways that
we’ll treasure forever. We
thank everyone for
embracing Henry and
following his journey as
the First Dog of Indiana. It
warmed our hearts as we
travelled the state to be
met with the question,
‘How’s Henry?’ Henry’s
exuberance for life will be
missed, and his place in
our hearts never
replaced.”
His wife agreed.
“Henry, we were so lucky
to be your humans. You
will always be our very
good boy,”
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Hamilton Heights High School November/December Coffee Bean
Award recipients (l-r): Katie Herbert, Sam Dawson, Leslie Acosta, Esther
Martin, Olivia Cosand, and Cole Darnell. Not Pictured: Kaitlyn Roa,
Ethan Swart, and Alexandra Prince. Congratulations!

HHHS November/December Coffee
Bean Award Recipients Named

Hamilton Heights High School would like to recognize the following
students who were named as Coffee Bean Award recipients for the
month of November and December. They include Leslie Acosta, Olivia
Cosand, Cole Darnell, Sam Dawson, Katie Herbert, Esther Martin,
Alexandra Prince, Kaitlyn Roa, and Ethan Swart.
The name and award, inspired by The Coffee Bean, a book written by Jon
Gordon and Damon West, delivers a simple, yet powerful message on
positive change. All students nominated receive a certificate of
recognition. At the end of the month, the names of the students who
were nominated during the month are included in a drawing where the
first five-to-seven names drawn are called down to the office to enjoy a
hot chocolate or coffee and a donut.
The monthly award objective is to encourage more acts of kindness,
positivity, school spirit, and help foster a closer sense of community at
the high school. Students and staff can nominate students. Nomination
forms can be downloaded at https://www.hhschuskies.org/domain/82.

FOR THE RECORD
Hamilton County Airport Authority

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-
5 (a), the Hamilton
County Airport
Authority will meet in
Executive Session on
Friday, January 5, 2024,
at 11:00 a.m. The
meeting will be held
virtually. The
purpose of the meeting
is to receive 

information about and
interview a
prospective consultant
(5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(5)
concerning the
implementation of a
security system (5-14-
1.5-6.1(b)(2)(C) and any
other airport business
as needed.
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Sheridan Coach Honored by Colts
Larry “Bud” Wright of
Sheridan High School
has been named the
Colts Coach of the Year,
presented by Corteva
Agriscience, the
Indianapolis Colts
announced.
Wright was nominated
and selected after
completing his 58th
season of coaching high
school football. He
currently ranks ninth in
the nation for total
coaching victories at
457.
Since taking over the
Sheridan football
program in 1966,
Wright has led the
program to a record of
457-213, including nine
state championships.
With this award, Wright
will be nominated for
the NFL’s Don Shula
High School Coach of
the Year award, which

honors football
coaches who display
the integrity,
achievement and
leadership
exemplified by Shula,
the winningest coach
in NFL history.
The NFL will select
two winners, one each
from the AFC and
NFC, from among the
32 club nominees.
Both will be invited to

the 2024 Pro Bowl
Games in Orlando, Fla.
and Super Bowl LVII in
Las Vegas.
Also, the two winners
each will receive a
$10,000 personal
prize and a $15,000
grant from the NFL
Foundation for their
football program. The
other 30 nominees
will receive a $1,000
prize.


