
TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

Boomer Bits
Last-minute holiday shopping
orders are flooding doorsteps,
making the holiday season a
high-risk period for package
theft. Over half (54 percent) of
package theft victims fall prey to
porch pirates during this time of
year. In a new report from
Lombardo Homes, there's a
potential correlation between
package theft and legal
consequences, showing a crucial
pattern.
Currently, only eight states have
made package theft a felony—
Texas, New Jersey, Michigan,
Oklahoma, Georgia, Tennessee,
Kentucky and Arkansas, with
Pennsylvania soon joining.
Interestingly, all eight of these
states are among the safest
regarding package theft, as
indicated by the state-by-state
ranking of porch pirate hotspots
nationwide. 
When it comes to the hotspots,
North Dakota, Rhode Island,
Delaware, Vermont, and Nevada
top the list.
During the thick of the holiday
shopping season, 94 percent of
Americans order packages to
their homes – meaning porch
pirates should be top of mind. 
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Philippians 3:10 That I may
know him, and the power of

his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings,

being made conformable
unto his death.

The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

ROBERT REHLANDER
for subscribing!
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Faces of 
Hamilton County
People who call our community their own

Most cases of “pink eye” are caused
by viruses and will resolve on their

own in a few days.
 Today’s health tip was brought to you by

Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch his
column each week in The Times and

online at www.thetimes24-7. com

Don't Get Scammed Out Of A Gift Card This Season
According to the Better
Business Bureau, whether
you're buying a gift card
online or grabbing one off
the shelf at a store,  shop
carefully to make sure
you're not falling for a
scam. Before purchasing a
gift card online, BBB
recommends the following
tips:
Buying a physical gift card?
Watch for stickers covering
gift card barcodes.

Before buying a gift card,
run your finger over the
back to check whether a
sticker has been applied on
top of the barcode.
Reports say that scammers
can tamper with in-store
gift cards by adding
stickers printed with
barcodes over top of the
card’s real barcode. These
fraudulent bar codes are
connected to a different
gift card account that the

scammer controls. That means
when you scan a phony barcode
at the check-out and pay,

See CARD Page A4

Dear Rusty: Both my wife
and I have worked our
entire lives. When we
retire, will we both be
entitled to full benefit
amount each, or will there
always be a spousal factor
in there? Also, how are
those benefits calculated -
based on your highest
salaries throughout your
career, or your ending
salaries when you retire?
Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking: Prior to
retiring from work is a
smart time to investigate
how Social Security will fit
into your golden years. To
answer your second
question first, each
person’s personal SS
retirement benefit is based
on the highest earning 35
years over their entire
lifetime, with earlier years
adjusted for inflation. The 

person’s Average Indexed
Monthly Earnings (AIME) -
essentially the person’s
lifetime average inflation-
adjusted monthly earnings
amount - is first
determined. Using AIME,
the person’s Primary
Insurance Amount (PIA) is
calculated using a special
benefit formula which will
yield a PIA of about 40% or
less of the person’s AIME.
The PIA is the amount
received if benefits start in
the month full retirement
age or “FRA” is attained (as
you can see, Social
Security likes acronyms).
Since you and your wife
were both born after 1959,
FRA for both of you is 67.
The age when you claim
benefits, relative to your
FRA,

See RUSTY Page A4 See PORCH Page A4

Social Security Matters 
This article is intended for information purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Ask Rusty – Are Spousal Benefits
Always a Factor?

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:07 am
SET: 5:26 pm

High/Low
Temperatures

HIGH: 51°F
LOW: 47°F

Today is...

• Festivus
• National Bake Day

• Super Saturday

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1958 Tokyo Tower
opened to the
public.
At 333 meters tall,
it is world's tallest,
self-supported
steel tower. It is
based on the Eiffel
Tower and is used
for communication
purposes.

• 1888 Vincent van
Gogh cuts off his
ear.
It is now believed
that the Dutch
painter was
suffering from a
psychotic break at
the time of the
event. 

Births On 
This Day

Deaths On 
This Day

• 1964 Eddie Vedder
American singer-
songwriter, guitarist
• 1963 Jim Harbaugh-
American football
player

• 2007 Oscar Peterson
Canadian pianist,
composer
• 1795 Henry Clinton-
English general,
politician

“The smells of Christmas are the
smells of childhood”
Richard Paul Evans

Who delivers presents to cats?
Santa Paws!

What makes Santa Claus
smile? “Just being with the
kids,” said Robert Shuck,
who is found during the
holidays listening to
Christmas wishes from all
ages of visitors at the
Hamilton County Historical
Society’s Santa House on
the Courthouse Square in
downtown Noblesville.
Shuck, a 76-year-old
Westfield resident, has been
playing Santa for more than
15 years. He owns his own
Santa suit, hat and boots.
He has perfected a jolly ol’
laugh, and he dons a real
beard that he has been
growing for years. He’s been
playing Santa on the
Courthouse Square for five
years. His wife, Judith, plays
Mrs. Claus. His wife is a
fifth-generation Westfield
resident. He was born in
Greensboro, N.C., then lived
in Mays, Kennard, Westfield
and Carmel, where his dad
coached athletics, and then
Evansville, where his dad
was in the insurance
business, before living 38
years in Alabama, where he
graduated high school. He is
a retired band director of
40 years andhelps with the
Westfield High School band.
He reunited with Mrs. Claus,
his “first-grade sweetheart,”
in 1999 and got married and
moved back to Westfield.
They love playing Santa and
Mrs. Claus together each
holiday season. The last two
times to see Santa at the
Santa House on the Square
before he heads back to the
North Pole is noon to 5 p.m.
today and noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Christmas Eve.
Merry Christmas!

And Another
Thing....

Here’s a wish to all of you
from all of us at your
favorite Hamilton County
Online Edition that you
have a most blessed and
merriest of Christmases.
Don’t forget that our staff
will be off Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. And
after that, we’re going to
our brand new schedule of
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday editions. We hope
you enjoy this holiday
weekend and we’ll see you
Wednesday!

Looking Back Under The Christmas Tree

The Times photo by Betsy Reason

The Times Editor Betsy Reason’s daughter,
Addie, now 17, opens Christmas gifts
under the tree at age 9, in 2015.

Columnist

BETSY
REASON

I thought that tree was the
coolest I’d ever seen. I still
do.
I remember some of my
favorite gifts during my
early years. One was a
childsize chalkboard
seated desk with a
pegboard inside the
desktop. (I played school 

When I was a
little kid, I
remember
opening
Christmas
presents that
were wrapped
and placed 
under an aluminum
Christmas tree that changed
colors with a revolving color
wheel. See BETSY Page A4

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSSpbMeKVCiz4qbOKwWuGMdTIIETERMzXYJK3cfjaf81g2zT5z5qhUbWJowiA37ZDfiZtXdOHKmowbs8miBEUA6Z23qqH06DaC6gyV93fK36c19gnJWWN-2B1dH5bwosFIlw-3D-3D4MXr_gXXWQWuTunB-2BASBZZ7-2B-2Bd8WVTI5H60Me3uPdS3AsbqL5nV0dSUJxgGp2Q2Wq9BWzDnIlEMerbf4Fr7ZlbHZfeB-2BTELpuIXd5Ix22FgooZeSqsDLa6Fuf-2FnjTK8VoSu9zHe5HW98MEg94ZJwoCQkXOQmr-2FUrzwuY-2FBWKA2HYsG2EYvAeUPPYXo-2Fh4ZNMWnBJUNDqVbmiRFzHL8KpFj9eq0N9sl4HjZBqiw6TgMcIUXIc1REDD-2FyAiq2AqLwxD7utwIOXw2fbS-2BJfonvo-2FjSYInUtAF60XWeMaYhinvhT9pZE7TlvTo4hpeJjCzfdEU1v4gR2toCFdNSyaHwqc5JiqzkHo-2BWaAPfjM5lHlr2Rxr54-3D


 Reconnecting and
recharging outdoor is
safe. Unplugging from
your computer,
smartphone and
television is important
even when it’s cold
out and can be
accomplished by
simply going outside.
Epidemiologists agree
outside is still the
safest place to gather
(socially distanced, of
course). Add a patio
heater or fire pit to
your backyard to make
it even cozier. 
Activity boosts
immunity. According
to MedlinePlus,
exercise helps
decrease your risk for
heart disease,
maintains bone health
and can help flush
bacteria out of the
lungs and airways. 
More calories are
burned in the cold.
Being outside in the
wintertime requires
your body to work
harder to keep you
warm. Consequently,
you burn more
calories. Engage in a
friendly snowball fight
with your kids or take
a walk with Fido to the
park to rev up your
metabolism and have
a little fun along the
way. 
It doesn’t take long to
reap nature’s benefits.
Here’s a bit of good
news for cold days. A
study from the
University of Michigan
concluded that
spending just 20
minutes in a natural
setting reduces the
level of cortisol, the
stress hormone. 
Taking care of your
yard in the wintertime
is a good way to log
some time outside and
it helps prepare it for
spring. Just remember
if you’re using a
snowthrower,
chainsaw or other
outdoor power
equipment to do some
of the heavy lifting
this year, read the
owner’s manual first
and abide by all safety
precautions.
For more tips, sign up
for Mutt Mail, a
monthly e-newsletter
with backyarding ideas
and all the news from
the TurfMutt
Foundation. To learn
more about creating
the yard of your
dreams, visit
TurfMutt.com. 
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Baby Surrendered at Carmel Fire 
Station Adopted Under New Law
An infant surrendered
in a Safe Haven Box at
a Carmel fire station
in August has been
adopted by her
forever family. She is
believed to be the
first baby adopted
through a new
amendment to
Indiana’s Safe Haven
Law (I.C. 31-34-2.5,
sections 1-6) that
allows surrendered
newborns to be
placed directly with a
licensed child placing
agency (LCPA) instead
of the Department of
Child Services. The
law went into effect
on July 1. The baby
was surrendered on
Aug. 7. 
“The law prevents a
child from languishing
in the foster care
system, instead
placing them with an
adoptive family within
hours,” says Meg
Sterchi, executive
director of Adoptions
of Indiana. “Adoptions
are finalized in three
months, instead of 18
months to three
years.” 
There are 110 safe
haven baby boxes in
Indiana that allow
mothers in crisis to
surrender their
newborn safely,
securely, and
anonymously if they
are unable to care for
it. The boxes are
installed in exterior
walls of fire stations
and hospitals. Four
babies have been
surrendered at
Carmel Fire Station
#345 - the most for
any baby box in the
country. Carmel Fire
Chief David Haboush
lobbied state
lawmakers for the
amendment in an
effort to ensure the
infants are placed
with an adopted
family sooner. 

Photo courtesy Hamilton County

Hamilton Superior Court
5 Judge David Najjar
said he could not be
more thrilled.

“We make a point of
staying with the babies
in the hospital until
their family can be with
them,” says Carmel Fire
Chief David Haboush.
“Firefighters exist to
take care of human life,
so this falls right into
our wheelhouse. That is
exactly what this law
allows us to do.” 
Hamilton Superior
Court 5 Judge David
Najjar granted the
baby’s adoption on
National Adoption Day,
Friday, Nov. 17. “I could
not be more thrilled,”
Najjar said at the
hearing. “A lot of
adoption cases will
come through this
courthouse today, but
none like this one. I am
honored to be part of
this, and I am honored
to say I am granting this
adoption.” 
“Babies are sensory
beings,” Sterchi adds.
“They learn everything
from what they see,
hear, touch, taste, and
smell. This change to
the Safe Haven law
allows an infant to
establish security and
stability as soon as
possible by creating a
consistent sensory
experience as soon as
possible.” 
Anyone in need of a
baby box or who wants
to speak to a licensed
counselor can call the
National Safe Haven
crisis hotline at 1-866-
99BABY1. 

Getting Outside in
Winter Good for Us
Mutt Mulligan, a
rescue dog and the
spokesdog of the
TurfMutt Foundation,
says a key to health
and well-being is
getting outside this
winter
For a decade the
TurfMutt
environmental
education and
stewardship program
has advocated the
importance of
managed landscapes
and other green space
as critical to human
health and happiness.
Mutt Mulligan (a.k.a.
Mo-Mo), as the
spokesdog for the
TurfMutt Foundation,
knows that nature
escapes are just as
important in the
wintertime as they are
when the weather is
warmer. 
“No one enjoys being
outside as much as
the family dog,” says
Kris Kiser, President of
the TurfMutt
Foundation and The
Outdoor Power
Equipment Institute
(OPEI). “Getting
outside in the winter
takes a little more
preparation and
planning, but there is
no reason to abandon
it. In fact, there are
many reasons why it is
a good idea to
continue going outside
throughout the
winter.”
As the saying goes,
there’s no such thing
as bad weather, only
bad clothing choices.
Here are seven
reasons why Mo-Mo
encourages you to
bundle up in moisture-
wicking layers and don
your coat, hat, gloves
and snow boots to get
outside for your
health and well-being. 
Outdoor time elevates
moods. Exposure to
natural light – even in
the shorter days of
winter – raises levels
of serotonin, the
body’s “happy
chemical.” Sunlight is
also a good way to get
a natural dose of
vitamin D, which is
good for your bones
and immune system. 
Memories Improve.
Researchers at the
University of Michigan
conducted a study
that revealed walking
in a natural setting
versus an urban one
improved recall ability
by nearly 20 percent.

Visit us online at
thetimes24-7.com

Ho! Ho! Ho!

Photo courtesy Hamilton Heights Schools

Hamilton Heights School Corporation
Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood snapped a
selfie with the newest and most seasoned school
board members, Ben Lehman and Arnie Cooper, 
at the last school board meeting of the year. Their
festive holiday spirit helped fill the room with
smiles and good cheer. One of the blessings Dr.
Arrowood shared about his more than decade
tenure as superintendent at Heights is working 
with a school board who always put students first.
#WeAreHuskies

Have a very
Merry 

Christmas!
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Huntington Bank Steps
Up and Rings Bell
With Christmas Eve
falling on a Sunday this
year, The Salvation
Army's annual Red
Kettle Campaign will
wrap up on Saturday.
Helping to make the
most of this final day of
bell ringing is
Huntington Bank, which
is stepping up to
sponsor a Red Kettle in
Fishers and match all
donations made that
day up to $2,500. Last-
minute Christmas
shoppers can stop by
the Kroger Marketplace
at 11700 Olio Road to
drop a donation in the
Red Kettle before it
disappears for another
year.

Donations made to this
Red Kettle supports
The Salvation Army's
Harbor Light Center in
Indianapolis, which
provides life-changing
and life-saving
addiction treatment
programs to adult men
and women from
across Indiana. Funds
raised in November and
December of this year
will help to keep this
essential program
operating through 2024
so that more Hoosiers
have the opportunity to
break the chains of
addiction and rebuild
their lives. 
"We are so grateful to
Huntington Bank for
their support during
our Red Kettle
Campaign," said Dr.
Alicia Hoskins,
Executive Director at
the Harbor Light 

Center. "Their
generosity of $2,500
will help provide food,
housing, clinical
treatment, and medical
care to individuals
battling homelessness
and addiction. Thank
you for your kindness
and compassion to
serve those in need."
For those wishing to
support The Salvation
Army's ongoing efforts,
there are many options
available:

Visit a Red Kettle
and make a cash
donation or use
your smart phone
or smart watch to
donate with a credit
card, Apple Pay,
Google Pay, Venmo,
or Paypal.
Go online to
salarmy.us/virtualke
ttle and donate to
The Salvation
Army's Virtual Red
Kettle - or sign up
for your own kettle
and become a
Virtual Bell Ringer!
Text the word
HOOSIER to 24365
to give online.

Every donation given to
The Salvation Army
through the annual Red
Kettle Campaign
provides help and hope
to those in need, and all
gifts stay right here in
Central Indiana. Visit
SACentralIndiana.org to
learn more about how
you can help The
Salvation Army ensure
that we can Love
Beyond Christmas in
2024.

Sheridan Public Library
January Schedule
Babies + Toddlers:
January 9,16,23,30 at 11am Baby Time (0-18mos)
January 11,18 at 11am Discovery Time (18-36mos)
 
Preschool: 
January 11,19,26 at 11am Story Time (ages 3-6)
January 10,17,24,31 at 11am Mindful Movements (ages 2-6)
January 27 at 12pm Spidey + Friends Feast (ages 2-7)
 
Grades K-5:
January 9,16,23,30 at 3-5pm Lego Club
January 18 at 1pm Homeschool Event
 
Grades 6-12:
January 11 at 4pm Pokeball Origami Box
January 18 at 1pm Homeschool Event
January 25 at 4pm TAB Game Day
 
Adults:
January 3,10,17,24,31 at 11am Needle Crafters
January 9 at 3pm Adult Bingo (Sponsored by Robert Owen)
January 15 at 6pm Pinners
January 17 at 5:30pm Sheridan Readers: The Personal
Librarian by Marie Benedict
 
All Ages:
January 10 at 6pm Family Science Night *Registration required
January 12 at 6pm Bingo Night, Free Event
January 20 at 6pm Winter Concert Series presented by The
Farmers Bank: Breanna Faith
 
For more information on programming and services, please
visit:  https://sheridan.lib.in.us

LOCATION: 103 W 1ST ST. SHERIDAN, IN 46069 
HOURS: MONDAY - THURSDAY 10:00am - 7:00pm 
FRIDAY 10:00am - 4:30pm 
SATURDAY 9:00am - 1:00pm 
SUNDAY - CLOSED

Carmel Student
Named to
Provost's List

Capital University is
pleased to announce
Mackenzie Howard of
Carmel was named to
the Provost's List for
the fall 2023 semester.
To be named to the
Provost's List, full-
time, degree-seeking
students must have
achieved a grade point
average of 3.70 to
3.849.

Lantern Awards Nomination
Deadline Fast Approaching
Westfield Chamber's 2024 Lantern
Awards nominations are now open
and the deadline for nominations is
Jan. 1 at midnight.

The Annual presentation of the
Lantern Awards is a time-honored
tradition of the Westfield Chamber
of Commerce. The signature event
– initially called Community Night –
began in 1982. When it was
redesigned in 2007, it became
known as the Lantern Awards.

Lantern concepts were
incorporated to complement the
Chamber's logo at the time. The
lantern represents Westfield's rich
history and ties to the Underground
Railroad. Today the lantern
symbolizes a beacon of leadership,
hope, and possibility that exists in
Westfield. Through the Lantern
Awards, the Westfield Chamber of
Commerce celebrates the
community of Westfield.

The redesigned event retained the
original objective of incorporating
the community into the evening.
This enjoyable celebration is
attended by city, chamber, school,
business, and community
representatives, each recognizing
individuals who serve the
community with diligence and
integrity while exhibiting the values
of each organization to the highest
degree.

Deadline to Submit: Monday, Jan. 1
(by midnight). Nominations can be
made at
https://form.jotform.com/westfield
chamberindy/wla-2024-
nomination-form

This year's Awards Ceremony will
take place on Thursday, Jan. 25 at
the Prairie Waters Event Center in
Westfield.

Westfield Library Foundation Matching Dollars With Grant

About Westfield
Library Foundation
The Westfield Library Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization supporting
innovative programs and services
for the Westfield Washington
Public Library and its patrons
through major gifts, bequests,
corporate sponsorships, naming
rights and private donations. For
more information on the Westfield
Library Foundation visit
https://westfieldlibraryfoundation
.com/.

In a bid to maximize
year-end giving, the
Westfield Library
Foundation is thrilled
to announce a
remarkable
opportunity: a $10,000
matching grant

Guest
Columnist

generously provided by a local
benefactor. Until the last day of
the year, every donation made to
the Foundation will be matched
dollar-for-dollar, doubling the
impact of each contribution.
“This matching grant is a golden
opportunity for community
members to make their support
go even further,” says Erin
Downey, Executive Director of
the Westfield Library Foundation.
“Plus, it allows us to amplify the
impact of every dollar
contributed, ensuring our new
library building will open in May
with everything it needs to serve
as a vital resource for education
and enrichment."
Contributions to the Westfield
Library Foundation are tax-
deductible and directly
contribute to enhancing library
programs, expanding resources,
and nurturing a love for learning
within the community. The
Foundation plays a pivotal role in

sustaining the library as a dynamic center for
education and cultural engagement.
To participate in this matching grant
opportunity, visit https://ow.ly/h2mo50QkPin
or contact Erin Downey at
edowney@wwpl.lib.in.us or (317) 896-9397,
ext. 119.
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determines how much
you’ll get. Claim before
FRA and your benefit is
reduced; claim after your
FRA and your SS
retirement benefit will be
more (up to age 70 when
maximum is reached);
claim at your FRA and your
benefit will equal your PIA
– the full (100%) amount
you’ve earned from a
lifetime of working. 
Spouse benefits only come
into play if the PIA for one
of you is less than 50% of
the other’s PIA. In that
case, the spouse with the
lower PIA gets a “spousal
boost” to their own SS
retirement benefit when
claimed. The amount of the
“spousal boost” will be the
difference between the
lower PIA and half of the
higher PIA, but the amount
of the “spousal boost” (as
well as the person’s own SS
retirement amount) will be
reduced if benefits are
claimed before full
retirement age. Any time
SS benefits are claimed
before full retirement age,
those benefits are
permanently reduced. 
If one spouse is entitled to
a “spousal boost” from the
other, the spousal amount
will reach maximum at the
recipient’s full retirement
age. Thus, if the lower
earning partner’s highest
benefit will be as a spouse,
then that spouse should
not wait beyond their FRA
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to claim. If, instead, the
lower earning partner’s
own SS benefit at age 70 is
more than their spousal
amount, waiting longer
than FRA to claim could be
prudent, depending on life
expectancy.
So, as you can see,
deciding when to claim
Social Security benefits
should consider many
things, including financial
need, work status if
claiming before FRA,
marital status, and life
expectancy. But it is your
lifetime earnings which
determines your SS
retirement benefit amount,
and it is how your FRA
entitlements compare to
each other that determines
whether spousal benefits
will be paid.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are
not affiliated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To submit
a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/program
s/social-security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org.
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you’ll be adding cash to a
scammer’s account rather
than onto your newly
purchased gift card.
Look for ripped or
wrinkled card packaging.
No matter where gift cards
are displayed in the store,
thieves are known to
remove gift cards from the
display rack and record the
numbers associated with
that card, including the
activation PIN. Before
purchasing a gift card, look
carefully at the packaging
for any tears, wrinkles, or
other indications of
tampering, and see if the
PIN or barcode is exposed.
If anything looks
suspicious, it’s probably
best to take a different
card and turn in the
compromised card to the
store’s Customer Service
Desk.
Pass on too-good-to-be-
true gift card deals. Watch
out for websites or social
media ads promoting gift
cards for popular retailers
at steep discounts. These
websites might be using

these offers to steal
payment card numbers
or other personal
information. Instead, go
directly to the merchant
and purchase a card
from them. 
Research how to use the
card. Not all retailers
have the same policies
when issuing a gift card.
Double-check the terms
and conditions on the
type of gift card
purchased. The Federal
Trade Commission has
information on avoiding
gift card scams. In
Canada, find more
information on the
Financial Consumer
Agency of Canada
website.
Be wary of websites
that offer to check your
gift card's balance.
According to
BBB.org/ScamTracker
reports, some websites
that claim to check your
gift card balance are
really a way to steal
money off your card.
These sites ask for your

card’s ID number and
PIN or security code.
Then, scammers use
the information to
drain the money from
your card. 
Register your gift
card. If the retailer
allows the option to
register the gift card,
take full advantage.
This makes it easier to
protect the balance;
that way, you can
report it sooner and
potentially end up
saving the money that
is stored on the card.
Change the PIN on
the card, and don’t
delay in using the
money. The longer a
card sits around, the
more likely a
cybercriminal is to
steal the balance.
Treat it like cash. If
the card is lost or
stolen, report it to the
issuer immediately.
Most issuers have
toll-free telephone
numbers to report a
lost or stolen card –

 find it on the card or
online.
For more information
and to learn how to
protect yourself,
Google “BBB 10 Steps
to Avoid Scams”. If you
spot a scam, whether
you have lost money or
not, report it to BBB’s
Scam Tracker at
BBB.org/ScamTracker
and the FTC at
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
Your story can help
protect consumers
from similar scams.

Thank
 you 
for 

subscribing!

Indiana Wraps Up
Earthquake Contest
The Indiana
Department of
Homeland Security is
pleased to announce
the successful
conclusion of the 2023
Get ShakIN’ video
contest, an initiative
aimed at promoting
awareness and
preparedness for
seismic events among
schools in Indiana.
Many schools/students
enthusiastically
participated and
showcased their
dedication to creating
a safer and more
resilient state.
It was a tough
competition as 27
groups of students
turned in videos that
held crucial safety tips.
Pioneer Jr./Sr. High
School’s AP Biology
class was named the
winner for creating a
video that showcased
best practices in a way
that brought levity to
an important safety
topic. The students’
approach and
dedication set a
benchmark for
promoting resilience
and preparedness in
the face of unforeseen

 natural disasters.
"We congratulate
Pioneer Jr./Sr. High
School for its
achievement in the Get
ShakIN’ competition.
Its commitment to
earthquake education
exemplifies the spirit
of preparedness and
community resilience
we aim to foster," said
Mary Moran, IDHS
Emergency
Management and
Preparedness director.
IDHS gave an
honorable mention to
Shenandoah Middle
School and Kankakee
Valley Intermediate
School for the effort
and excitement their
students put into
earthquake safety
education.
The Get ShakIN’ video
competition is part of
ongoing efforts to
prioritize safety and
preparedness in the
state. IDHS encourages
other schools to utilize
[GetPrepared.in.gov]G
etPrepared.in.gov to
actively participate in
initiatives that
contribute to a safer
and more resilient
future.
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Three From Surveyors Office Honored

Photo courtesy Hamilton County Surveyors Office

From left, Reuben Arvin, Robert King and Pamela Louks.

Recent graduates of
the Association of
Indiana Counties (AIC)
Institute for Excellence
in County Government
included three staff of
the Hamilton County
Surveyors Office.
Receptionist Pamela
Louks, Engineering
Technician/CAD
Reuben Arvin and
Section Corner Party
Chief Robert King
graduated from the
program after accruing
thirty credit hours of
study within a two
consecutive year
period. The courses are
geared specifically to
county government
and include courses on
Leadership, Human
Resources, Legal and
Ethical Issues, Budget
and Finance, 

Cybersecurity and
Communications to
name a few.
Graduation was during
the AIC’s annual
conference in French
Lick.
The Association is
made up of elected
county officials and
was founded in 1957
for the betterment of
county government.
Each of Indiana’s 92
counties are members
of the association. The
AIC Board of Directors
is responsible for
overall AIC policy and
management. AIC
serves its members
through lobbing,
education,
publications, research
and technical
assistance.
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Lombardo Homes
asked consumers
about their experience
with online shopping,
deliveries and package
theft. Highlights
include:

Half of Americans
are worried about
porch pirates, 39
percent are more
worried about
packages being
stolen this year,
than previous
years. 
34% have been
victims of package
theft, more than
half (54 percent) of
them had it happen
during the holiday
season.

PORCH
The average loss
from stolen
packages is $219.

How are Americans
preventing package
theft? A little more
than half (52 percent)
say they track the
delivery process, 50
percent stay home
when expecting a
package and 40
percent sign up for
delivery alerts. The
report also pinpoints
package theft hotspots
nationwide,
highlighting states like
North Dakota, Rhode
Island, and Delaware.
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on that until I was too
big to sit at the desk.) 
That same year, I got a
toy baby carriage, a
Fisher Price wind-up
TV Radio that played
“Jack and Jill,” a
Fisher Price Chatter
telephone, the
ultimate pretend toy
when friends and
relatives would call,
and a wind-up toy
guitar. 
A plastic United
States map puzzle for
me to learn all of my
50 United States was
also under the tree.
And a baby doll.
In our family photo

 album, there is a
photo of me sitting at
the desk in front of
the tree with all of my
unwrapped gifts.
The next year, I got a
child-size handmade
wooden kitchen
cabinet with a
Formica top from
Santa. I wondered
how the jolly ol’ elf
brought that gift
because we didn’t
have a fireplace.
That’s maybe why the
cabinet was left just
inside the front door.
Obviously, my dad
made the cabinet, for
which there were

child-size plastic
dishes under the tree.
That same year, I
unwrapped individual
canisters of storybook
jigsaw puzzles that
included “Red Riding
Hood,” “Goldilocks
and the Three Bears”
and the “Gingerbread
Man.” (I loved those
puzzles and still have
them.) 
But my favorite toy
under the tree that
year was my Looney
Tunes’ Porky Pig with
a pull-string that said
aloud, “Th-Th-The, Th-
Th-The, Th-Th … That’s
all, folks.”

The next year, I
opened a handmade
wooden doll house
that my dad built, a
great surprise.
Early Christmases
usually included baby
dolls and then later
Barbie dolls under the
tree.
Each year, we took
photos of me with all
of my unwrapped gifts
under the Christmas
tree on Christmas
Day.
We have that same
tradition with our
daughter. There is a
photo every year
taken of her with her

unwrapped Christmas
gifts under the tree,
everything from a
working toy train that
circles the Christmas
tree to Holiday
Barbies, Mickey Mouse
house slippers and
craft items. And at
grandma and
grandpa’s house, every
year, there is a photo
snapped of her with
her unwrapped gifts as
well, everything from
American Girl dolls to a
Barbie house. 
While she has gotten
older, each year, fewer
and fewer toys have
been under the

 tree but rather more
clothes, books, gift cards,
water bottles (due to
loss) and craft items. 
We still take photos each
year. And we still hang
Christmas stockings for
Santa no matter how old
we get.
We cherish all of these
memories. This Christmas
and always, we are
thankful for our families. 
From our house to yours,
we wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

-Betsy Reason writes about people,
places and things in Hamilton County.
Contact The Times Editor Betsy
Reason at betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

Have a wonderful 
Christmas!
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https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVjiiBAWJOd7QodNUb3FuyRW7FowLYgRx88rUn8-2BU4W-2BEtjBUrLj2Q0LIpmjF-2BA3OEXMzSC0OxPmZPJb-2BWc-2F7W6Y9z2Gt6VfcwK61vJ0I-2BcRsglp_gXXWQWuTunB-2BASBZZ7-2B-2Bd8WVTI5H60Me3uPdS3AsbqL5nV0dSUJxgGp2Q2Wq9BWzDnIlEMerbf4Fr7ZlbHZfeB-2BTELpuIXd5Ix22FgooZeSqsDLa6Fuf-2FnjTK8VoSu9zHe5HW98MEg94ZJwoCQkXOQmr-2FUrzwuY-2FBWKA2HYsG2EYvAeUPPYXo-2Fh4ZNMWnBJUNDqVbmiRFzHL8KpFj9eq0DRnkIMud867jPWfv5dyOpC57BO3wN8xPHwIv8l-2BvfaSXoQ9rBK17CN6UM-2FckAemW-2FuOc8FpMynvNvPMh4Zk6RkuFoPKsmrAKtMP3j8XMWoS6K53gCPii6srio8P2x4HNrgP0b5He-2FFnMl9Hk7itEp0-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVYw03HsDZ-2BELgug7BVuSWvzRSyTNzXVsBPgQG2ZdqFPJlvH_gXXWQWuTunB-2BASBZZ7-2B-2Bd8WVTI5H60Me3uPdS3AsbqL5nV0dSUJxgGp2Q2Wq9BWzDnIlEMerbf4Fr7ZlbHZfeB-2BTELpuIXd5Ix22FgooZeSqsDLa6Fuf-2FnjTK8VoSu9zHe5HW98MEg94ZJwoCQkXOQmr-2FUrzwuY-2FBWKA2HYsG2EYvAeUPPYXo-2Fh4ZNMWnBJUNDqVbmiRFzHL8KpFj9eq0IVmhUn5e1kNVjDu9f1xa2-2BJ4JNbCSqxW-2BgPF805wPkOUWlFp7NgyoS2a-2FVEN-2BfGiFIBbgU81IwyRW01eenee-2BxYiDBZ05pjqfI-2Bpr-2F51aHZkjz5eZ7KIfY0rzT5egyHt4q72PbTMxeL5RzSl74HH04-3D
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