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one “dear brother” to awaken
from a nightmare that night,
“croaking like a frog.”
The conference visitors’ love
of chicken dinners was
apparently known even to
chickens.
The Republican Ledger
reported that when a large
group of the visiting ministers
passed a chicken coop
outside Craig’s grocery, one
of the old hens in the coop
promptly keeled over dead at
the sight of them.
The May 18, 1888 Hamilton
County Ledger observed that
“the dudes of the city” had
issued a decree prohibiting
members of their group from
putting their hands into their
pockets further than their
thumbs. The penalty for
anyone caught doing so by
another member was a rap on 
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Think of exercise as a way to
improve your health, not

necessarily as a way to look
better.

 Today’s health tip was brought to you
by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch

his column each week in The Times and
online at www.thetimes24-7. com

BETSY REASON is
on vacation. Her
column will resume
when she returns.

Hamilton 
Happenings

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:08 am
SET: 5:48 pm

High/Low
Temperatures

HIGH: 9°F
LOW: 3°F

Today is...
• Ben Franklin Day
• Ditch New Year’s
Resolutions Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1995 The Great
Hanshin earthquake
hits Kobe, Japan.
6,434 people lost
their lives during the
quake, according to
estimates.
• 1991 The Gulf War
in Iraq begins.
“Operation Desert
Storm”, launched in
response to Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait,
resulted in about
100,000 civilian
deaths.

Births On 
This Day

Deaths On 
This Day

• 1942 Muhammad
Ali - American boxer
• 1706 Benjamin
Franklin -American
politician, scientist,
publisher, 6th
President of
Pennsylvania

• 2008 Bobby
Fischer - American
chess player
•  1893 Rutherford B.
Hayes - American
politician, 19th
President of the
United States

Galatians 2:20 I am
crucified with Christ:

nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and

the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith

of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself

for me.

“Pleasure in the job puts perfection in
the work.”
Aristotle

Hey, know what you call a
magician who loses their magic?
Ian.

Calling all former Hamilton
Heights boys basketball team
players, managers,
cheerleaders, and coaches to
participate in the Hamilton
Heights Alumni Boys Basketball
game and related festivities on
Saturday. The afternoon “fun”
raiser and evening recognition
is designed to connect the
sport’s rich past with our
current players and fans as part
of this year’s Winter
Homecoming Festivities. All
alumni who completed at least
one full varsity season are
encouraged to join in the
Alumni Boys Basketball game.
Tip-off is 3 p.m. and the cost to
participate is $10 and includes
a commemorative T-shirt, meal
from DeLullo’s following the
alumni games and admission to
the varsity basketball game
against Maconaquah.
Admission to the Alumni game
is free for spectators but
donations will be accepted at
the door. Heights will be selling
its updated Basketball Record
Book and Commemorative Gym
Floor plaques while they last.
Proceeds from the Alumni
Game benefit the Hamilton
Heights Boys Basketball
Program. And at half of the
varsity game, there will be
special celebration recognizing
former boys basketball team
players, managers,
cheerleaders, and coaches in
attendance along with the
Winter Homecoming Court and
crowning of the King and
Queen. Wear your orange and
come out in force to help cheer
the Huskies to a victory!

NHS Senior Wins Distinguished Young 
Woman of Hamilton County Title
Addie McMillan, a senior at
Noblesville High School, has
won the 2024 Distinguished
Young Woman of Hamilton
County Scholarship Program
held at Hamilton Heights High
School on December 17,
2023. 
At NHS, Addie is an NHS
Thespian Troupe Officer, and
is involved in NHS Singers
Mixed Show Choir, NHS News
Staff, and is the Student
Director of the current spring
play.  She is a Conner Prairie
Youth Volunteer and
Interpreter, a 10-year

member of 4-H, has
performed in 13 musicals and
8 plays, including lead roles.
She also has numerous vocal
solo performances around
Hamilton County, including
the Legacy Keepers Music
Courthouse Concert Series.
Jane Sipe, Director of the
Distinguished Young Women
of Hamilton County program
stated that “Addie won the
scholarship competition
based on her academic
record, interview, public
speaking, and talent. She will
be an excellent See NHS on Page A5

Addie McMillan

Health Department to Offer Monthly Children's Health Webinars
Topics Range from Internet Safety to Mental Health Awareness

The Hamilton County Health
Department will host a series
of free monthly webinars
focused on children's health
in 2024. The webinars, led by
experts in the field, aim to
provide valuable information
and resources to parents and
caregivers in the community.
The webinars will cover a
range of topics crucial to
children's well-being,
addressing issues such as
internet safety, dental health,
poison prevention, mental
health awareness, and more.
Each session will take place
from 6: p.m. to 7 p.m.

Scheduled Webinars:
January 24, 2024: Internet
Safety Class for Parents
February 28, 2024:
Children's Dental Health
Month
March 27, 2024: Poison
Prevention Month
April 24, 2024: Drug Take
Back Events
May 22, 2024: Mental
Health Awareness Month
June 26, 2024: CPR
Instruction for Children
July 24, 2024: Back to
School Immunizations
August 28, 2024: Backpack
Safety

September 25, 2024: Teen
Dating Violence
October 23, 2024: HPV
Awareness and Vaccines
November 20, 2024: How
to Tell If Your Teen is
Vaping
December 11, 2024: Lead
Testing in Children

Jason LeMaster,
Administrator of the
Hamilton County Health
Department, says the
webinars are designed to
foster a healthier community. 

See HEALTH on Page A4

A Ribbiting Tale and Other Stories
tale of a local woman who
had entertained a few
conference attendees with an
unusual feast.
It seems that having all those
clergymen in town created a
shortage of chickens. Unable
to provide her guests with
their favorite dish, the
resourceful hostess served
them frogs instead.
According to the
Independent, “The Reverend
gentlemen ate hearty, not
knowing that there was a frog
dead or alive, nearer than the
river.”
Halfway through the meal,
the woman confessed her
deception. The men were
amazed, but took the news in
stride.
The Independent noted that
the only “evil result” of the
substitution was that “Mr.
Frog” proved to be a bit
difficult to digest, which led

I thought we
could use a
distraction
from the cold
temperatures
this week, so I
pulled out
some of the
funny stories
I’ve run across in the old
newspapers. (Well, I got a
chuckle out of them,
anyway.)
In 1883, the North Indiana
Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal
Church was held in
Noblesville. It was a large
affair, attracting men of the
cloth from all over the
northern half of the state.
In addition to a detailed
rundown of the
conference’s regular
activities, the April 20,
1883, Noblesville
Independent included the See PAULA on Page A6

The Freil Family sent us this
wonderful photo of William,
his wife and mother-in-law –
and by doing so won tickets
to the Great Indianapolis
Home Show at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds! Want to
win free tickets, courtesy of
The Times, too? Just send us
a selfie of your smiling face
with our front page
(electronic or print) and if we
publish it, you win! It’s that
easy. E-mail it to
news@thetimes24-7.com! But
hurry! Supplies are limited!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Two Cents

Hammer Gives Timmons More to Ponder
Everyone
has their
favorites.
It’s what
makes the
world go
round,
right? When
it comes to music,
some prefer gospel.
Others country. Still
others, rock’n’roll. Rap.
Blues. Jazz. Southern
Rock. Classical. The list
goes on.
I’m not sure if I’m lucky
or cursed, but I kind of
like bits and pieces
from almost all of it.
I’m not huge on old-
time country, but I’ll
listen all day long to
Waylon Jennings,
Barbara Mandrell,
Steve Wariner, Toby
Keith. I grew up in the
‘60s and ‘70s, so how
could I not like rock? I’ll
Take Five with Dave
Brubeck. 
But on this particular
Saturday morning, it
was the smoky sweet
sounds of Nina Simone
belting out Sinnerman.
Simone didn’t write the
old gospel standard,
but she surely baptized
it as she belted out the
story of the sinner
looking to avoid
judgment.
“Oh sinnerman, where
you gonna run to . . . “
Simone goes in one
ear, rattles around,
bouncing from the
brain to your gut, down
to your toes and ends
up tugging at your
heart. It’s a voice only-
“Timmons, I got a
theory.”
The unmistaken
gravelly rasp of John
Hammer wasn’t loud,
but didn’t have to be
to bring me out of the
musical trance I was in
. . . and caused a few
missed beats –
metaphorically
speaking.
“John, I don’t know
how you get past
locked doors when the

office is closed, but
dang – do you have to
scare me half to death
every time?”
The man who is bigger
than a John Deere
tractor and tougher
than a cheap steak
didn’t even blink.
“We’re not all seeing
things the same,” he
said.
“No . . . joke,” I replied.
“No Timmons, I don’t
mean literally,” he said
slowly so I would
understand. “I mean
for most of my life,
we’ve had our
differences as a nation.
But on the big picture
stuff, we tended to be
unified. A nation
listened when Martin
Luther King told us he
had a dream that our
children would one day
get along without
regard to what color
their skin was. We
cheered when John F.
Kennedy told us we
were going to the
moon. We roared with
approval when George
Bush stood on top the
rubble and told the
terrorists we were
coming for them.
“Were we 100 percent
unified – no. Two
assassins proved that.
We never are. But we
mostly were. Men,
women, black, white,
Democrat, Republican.
We all did something
back then that we
don’t do anymore and
it’s what united our
country.”
“What was that, John?”
“We put country first.”
It was so simple. So
elementary. Yet I
hadn’t thought of it.
“Everything was about
God and country,” he
continued. “And now,
we shun both.
“Let me ask you this,
Timmons. Have you
ever wondered why?”
Talk about an
existential question.
“Well, uh, sure, John. I

mean I think it’s the big
picture question that a
lot of us think about. It
could be –”
“What you have to do,
Timmons, is ask who
benefits from this –
and who could pull off
some of the crazy and
wild things we’ve seen
in the last three or four
years. Think about it –
we can’t even agree
that there are two
sexes anymore. We are
divided over the idea
of putting
pornographic books in
school libraries! We
fired healthcare
workers and teachers
and people in really
important jobs for
refusing to take a
vaccine and then
opened our borders to
millions without any
regard to their own
immunizations or
health records. We
have done some very
crazy and very
questionable stuff and
the more we do, the
further we drift apart.
“Tell me this, Timmons,
who benefits from all
of it?”
My head wasn’t exactly
spinning, but I hadn’t
really thought of it in
those terms before. I
was wondering if he
meant China, or
something internal, or
if—”
“Timmons, you know
me. I do not wear my
religion on my sleeve,
but I don’t think it
takes a rocket scientist
to figure out that
disruption and disarray
have been sown by one
voice dating all the way
back to the garden of
Eden.”
He paused.
“John, I—”
“Timmons, we all seem
to be thinking this next
election will get things
back on track. As
divided as we are, do
you honestly think
either losing side will

happily go along with
the next president?”
“Well, no. But they—”
“We need our
churches to toss out
their politically
correct views and get
back to the basics.
And we all need to
start thinking about
why we are living in a
season of such
deception and
division. Don’t know
about you, but it just
doesn’t seem that
complicated to me.”
He walked away. His
point didn’t.

Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically
in The Times. Timmons
is the chief executive
officer of Sagamore
News Media, the
company that owns
The Noblesville Times.
He is also a proud
Noblesville High
School graduate and
can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes
24-7.com.

Thank you for subscribing!
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HEALTH From Page A1

"Our goal is to empower
parents and caregivers
with the knowledge
they need to ensure the
well-being of our
children. These
webinars provide a
platform for valuable
discussions and insights
from experts in the
field," said LeMaster.

Health Education
Specialist, Jim Ginder,
added, "We believe
that informed parents
and caregivers
contribute
significantly to the
overall health of our
community. These
webinars designed to
address common

concerns and provide
practical guidance."
All webinars will be
hosted virtually.
Registration details
can be found
http://tinyurl.com/chil
drens-health-webinars

Jim 
Ginder

Jason
LeMaster

The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton County
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NHS From Page A1

representative of
Hamilton County.”
Addie will represent
Hamilton County at the
state competition
February 14-17, 2024 at
Indiana University
Kokomo. She will be
joined by participants
from around the state
who have won their
local competitions.
Scholarships totaling
$29,000 will be
awarded at the state
competition. 
Founded in 1958 in
Mobile, Alabama, the
Distinguished Young

Women scholarship
program is the largest
and oldest national
scholarship program for
high school girls. In
addition to providing
life-changing
experiences for more
than 780,000 young
women across the
country, the
organization has
awarded more than
$118 million in cash at
the local, state, and
national levels.
Participants are also
eligible for college-
granted scholarships

from colleges and
universities around the
country. Distinguished
Young Women
empowers young
women to” Be Their
Best Self” by
developing self-
confidence and the
abilities to interview
effectively, to speak in
public, to perform on
stage, and to build
interpersonal
relationships.
The state winner will
travel to Mobile,
Alabama to join all 50
state winners for two

weeks in June to
compete for the
national title and more
than $100,000 in
college scholarships.
For more information
on the program, contact
Jane Sipe at
hamilton@distinguished
yw.org. The program is
open to high school
seniors. The Class of
2025 program will be
held next fall and those
interested can apply at
www.distinguishedyw.
org.

HCAA to Offer Walt Thacker Painting Class 

Times Photo Betsy Reason
Artist Walt Thacker will teach an
oil-painting class this Saturday
in Noblesville.

Winter is here, days
are short, and we’re
stuck indoors. Have
you ever wanted to
try your hand at
something new?
At the Hamilton
County Artists’
Association, Walt
Thacker is teaching
an oil-painting class
on Saturday, Jan. 20.
This is a one-day
workshop from 10
a.m.--1 p.m.
All paints, brushes,
and canvas will be
provided.
Partipants will be
following Walt’s
instruction mixing

paint, using brushes, and
painting a Parke County covered
bridge. For $45, participants will
have an 11 x 14- inch oil painting
ready for framing. Frame is not
included.

See HCAA on Page A6
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the knuckles.
(I believe the “dudes of
the city” refers to the
local businessmen.)
That edict didn’t sit well
with printer Richard J.
Peed. (Yes, that WAS his
name.) Peed felt his
rights were being
infringed upon, so he
decided to fight back by
filling his pocket with
carpet tacks.
When shoe store owner
Augustus Gumberts
caught Peed violating
the order, his attempt
to administer the
appropriate
punishment met with
the predictable result. 
The newspaper summed
the incident up with,
“The festive little carpet
tacks got in their work
and now Gus carries his
hand done up in court
plaster and cuss
words.”
The June 1, 1888
Noblesville Ledger
noted that courthouse
janitor Ike Hiatt had
distributed three dozen
spittoons around the
courthouse, along with
signs admonishing
everyone to “spit in the
boxes.”

When Ike pointed the
signs out to attorney Levi
Farley, the obedient
Farley immediately made
a circuit of the
courthouse, pausing to
spit into each one of the
boxes Hiatt had laid out.
Hiatt leaned against a
bannister and sighed, ‘Oh
sheol.’”
(I had to look that one up.
“Sheol” is Hebrew for the
place you DON’T want to
go when you die.)
Finally, the September 3,
1880 Noblesville Ledger
reported that Jim Crooks
and Bill Conner (that’s
William Winship Conner,
THE William Conner’s
nephew) were working in
the county clerk’s office
when Crooks suddenly
shouted, “Godfry Elihu!”
and asked if Conner had
ever smelled such a smell.
“Never on God’s green
earth,” came the reply.
At that point, other
courthouse workers had
also noticed the
“odoriferous oder” [sic]
and had begun to fill the
building’s corridors,
looking for the source.
A “committee” was
formed to track it down
and within minutes they

discovered county tax
collector Peter Lawyer
sitting in a window in the
Treasurer’s office without
his shoes on.
“That settled it, and Pete
was straightway
bounced.”

– Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column appears
on Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@g
mail.com

HCAA From Page A5

Thacker, a 67-year-old
Carmel resident, is an
artist and board
president of HCAA. He
is often found painting
at local events. Thacker
is an oil painter and has
belonged to HCAA for
about 12 years. “I paint
what makes me feel
good.” As a kid, he
always liked to draw,
and he took lessons in
school. Thacker was
born in Sullivan, Ind.,
south of Terre Haute,
and his family moved to
Indianapolis when he
was 6 months old. He
graduated in 1973 from
Pike High School, where
he majored in art. “It
certainly didn’t lead
anywhere,” he said. “I
had a lot of
encouragement from
my teachers, but still,
you live in the real  
world, and you grow up
and have to have a real
job.” He fell in love, got

married, had a family
and got a job. He didn’t
pursue art. He owned a
Pepperidge Farm
business that he
operated for nine
years, then bought a
Mikesell’s snack food
business closer to
home, for 23
years. Now, he works as
a self-employed
courier. “I like being out
and about.” When he
was 36, he started
painting consistently
and has painted about
300 pieces.His artistic
style? “I like antiques. I
like landscapes. A lot of
colors. You can almost
call it Gothic. There’s a
story going on. There
are people in the
pictures. There are  
animals. There is
usually activity that
goes on (in his
artwork).” He is married
to wife, Kris, and has a
stepson, Erich; son,

Paul; daughter, Mary,
and two grandchildren,
Hudson and Miles. “I
had four brothers, and
we all were artistic.”
They all were art and
music appreciators.
But, he said, “I’m the
only one who picks up a
brush.” He said, “I don’t
paint as a business; I
just paint because I
enjoy it. I sell a few
pieces here and there.
The love is in the
painting, not so much
in the selling.” He was
showcased in the White
River Canoe project
and Carmel water
barrels and was a
nominee for Artist of
the Year for Nickel
Plate Arts. 
If interested in his
workshop, sign up on
HCAA website at 
https://www.hcaa-
in.org/courses/painting
-with-walt
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