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Noblesville Lions Give Dictionaries
to Hazel Dell Elementary
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The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

ELIZABETH GERRARD
for subscribing!

Linda Smith Francis

Everyone should know their Body
Mass Index (BMI) – adults should

be less than 25.

 Today’s health tip was brought to you
by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch

his column each week in The Times and
online at www.thetimes24-7. com

Hamilton 
Happenings

The next time
you drive
through that
four-way stop
at 11th and
Pleasant
Streets in
Noblesville,
take a moment 
 to reflect on the fact
you’re passing one of the
most historic spots in this
county. (Make it quick,
though, or someone will
honk at you to move along!)
 

Photo courtesy Noblesville Lions Club

Last week, the Noblesville Lions Club gave out dictionaries to 3rd and 4th
graders at Hazel Dell Elementary students. The club gave out 216 dictionaries
to nine classes. These are special dictionaries that carry information about
our country, and is part of a Civics lesson. Lion Steve Shaw and Lion Duke
Miller with Mr. Seago’s 4th grade Math Class at Hazel Dell.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the
LORD is the beginning of

knowledge: but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 8:03 am
SET: 5:57 pm

High/Low
Temperatures

HIGH: 48°F
LOW: 43°F

Today is...
• Library Shelfie Day

• National Peanut
Butter Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1984 The Apple
Macintosh computer
goes on sale. The
“Mac” was the first
commercially
successful personal
computer using a
graphical user
interface and a
mouse.
• 1848 The California
Gold Rush begins.
Some 300,000
people traveled to
California after James
W. Marshall had found
gold at Sutter's Mill in
Coloma, California.

Births On 
This Day

Deaths On 
This Day

• 1941 Neil Diamond
- American singer-
songwriter, guitarist
• 1712 Frederick the
Great - Prussian
king

• 1965 Winston
Churchill -English
politician, Prime
Minister of the
United Kingdom,
Nobel Prize laureate
•  1895 Lord
Randolph Churchill-
English politician,
Chancellor of the
Exchequer

“In a time of deceit, telling the
truth is a revolutionary act.”
George Orwell

Why were the euchre players
mad at the pirate?
He was sitting on the deck.

Have you renewed your
subscription yet? If so, thank you!
If not, then we’d love to have you
continue getting your favorite
Hamilton County newspaper
bright and early every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 4 a.m.!
All you have to do is e-mail
ttimmons@thetimes24-7.com and
let us know you want to continue.
He’s not busy – and he’ll make sure
we get you renewed and even send
you a bill you can pay at your
leisure. Honestly, we’re looking for
things for Timmons to do to keep
him busy – know what we mean?

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3

Two lawsuits have been
filed against school officials
at Jay County Jr.-Sr. High
School on behalf of a
student identified who was
required to expose her bra
and chest during two
searches for vaping
materials. According to the
ACLU of Indiana complaint,
the male dean of students
and school nurses,
conducted two searches of
a female student. During
one of the searches, Dean
Milleman touched the back
of the student's bra clasp,
and during another, the
student was required to
show her cleavage. This
lawsuit comes 10 days after
another student came
forward with similar claims. 
 
To help Indiana schools
celebrate Earth Day 2024,
the Indiana Department of
Environmental
Management is offering
free hands-on classroom
presentations to
elementary students across
the state. Every year, IDEM
staff visit schools to talk
about their careers and
share STEM-based lessons
on air, land, water, and
recycling. Classroom Earth
Day presentations are
available for elementary
schools and vary in length
from 30 to 50 minutes. The
interactive presentations
offer activities such as
reduce, reuse, recycle your
trash, how long does your
trash last or a
demonstration on how
water flows through a
watershed. In-person
classroom presentations
are available on a first-
come, first-served basis
throughout the month of
April, and each school may
request up to four
presentations. Registration
is now open. Interested
teachers can go to
on.IN.gov/IDEMclassroom

Stay tuned for an
announcement coming
soon from your favorite
newspaper and the good
folks at Collette Travel! We
can’t tell you exactly what it
is yet, but we can say that if
you are thinking about
going to Ireland, Scottland
or England sometime this
year . . . well, we might have
just the “ticket” for you . . .
see what we did there!

Boom! Boom!! Boom!!! Gas! Gas!! Gas!!!
The area around that
intersection may look like
any other neighborhood
today, but 137 years ago
this week, it was full of
people for whom it was the
center of the universe.
On January 22, 1887, the
first commercial natural gas
well in Hamilton County
was sunk at that location,
turning Noblesville and the
rest of the county into
major players in Indiana’s
Gas Boom.

The idea of searching for
natural gas in this county
didn’t just pop up out of
nowhere. It can be traced
back to 1876, when a
company looking for coal in
the small Delaware County
town of Eaton struck gas
instead.
What came out of the hole
in Eaton smelled so foul,
the general opinion was
that they’d found a

Mad Ants helping Harvest Food Bank
Saturday at 6 p.m. is Marvel
Super Hero Night for the
Indiana Pacers G League
affiliate, the Mad Ants at
Gainbridge Fieldhouse.
And this game has a very
special connection to
Noblesville and Hamilton
County.
As we all know, Noblesville
will be the home for the
Mad Ants once
construction is complete
on the new facility. This
season they are playing all
of their home games at
Gainbridge Fieldhouse in
downtown Indianapolis.
Saturday’s game, versus
the Westchester Knicks, is a
Family "Antertainment"
Night which will include

games, face
painting and
Marvel characters
for the kids right
on the floor and
accessible during
the game. 
In addition, the
special Ant Man
jerseys worn by
all the Mad Ants
players
during the game
will be available
for auction
before and after

the game. But more
importantly, all proceeds
will benefit Hamilton
County Harvest Food Bank.
All seats are general
admission and $10. It’s a

great opportunity to come
out for this fun family night,
celebrate a new partnership
for the city of Noblesville and
support Hamilton County
Harvest Food Bank.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vb24uaW4uZ292L0lERU1jbGFzc3Jvb20_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExOC44ODc0MjkwMSJ9.BJ5asYwX2fspbmWP9OLQDHqS7HZAQEtiNja-Z4-vcjs/s/1537501402/br/235566351156-l


She believed in making a difference from an early age -
registering voters in the 1960s South, establishing adult
language classes in Switzerland, and impacting countless
students on two continents from primary school to graduate
school. Linda delighted in sharing her knowledge, insight, and
inspiration with others.

She is survived by her son, Edward Christopher (Carleen)
Francis; daughter, Sunday Francis; three sisters, Iris (Ronald)
Leary, Lorraine (Robert) Ishman, and Sandra Smith; and a
host of relatives and friends. 

A memorial will be held in early Spring; further details to be
posted at www.anthonychapels.com.
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OBITUARY
Linda Smith Francis

December 26, 2023

It is with a heavy heart that
the Francis family
announces the passing of
our mother, Linda Smith
Francis from cancer. Our
loving mother passed away
on the morning of December
26, 2023, age 75, in
Bethesda, Maryland.

Born in New Orleans, Linda
Francis lived and traveled
the world with her family
(widow to Edward Francis).

Noblesville Schools Breaks 
Ground on New Academic Space
Noblesville Schools broke ground today on a major academic expansion that will add much
needed new space in support of their nationally recognized STEM and performing arts
programs. The addition will include up to 22 new classrooms, welding and construction labs,
enlarged performing arts spaces, an additional café area, a makerspace, room for large group
meetings, storage, and more. The project is funded through a bond with no increase to the tax
rate and no use of referendum or classroom dollars.

Photos courtesy Noblesville Schools

Seated(from left): Kim Riley, Executive Director;
Floyd Barker, Secretary
Back row (from left): Barb Hybarger, Board
Member; Loretta Sutherland, President; 
Ruth Gerbig, Vice President; Alicia Burnell, Board
Member; Kathy Bray, Board Member
*Not pictured: Laura Glunt, Treasurer

Sheridan Public Library
Board Elects New Officers
and Members for 2024

NHS students representing STEM and performing arts participated in
the groundbreaking. The freshman and sophomore students will get to
take advantage of the new facilities later in their high school careers.
(L-R) Ashley Owens, Addie Iverson, Nadia Dyakanoff, Blake Conner,
Austin Horne, Gavin Frossard

Superintendent Dan Hile shares the project
vision and details with guests.

NHS Music Department Chair and Director of
Bands Eric Thornbury discusses the project
with school board member Dr. Joe Forgey.

 (L-R) Wilkins, Forgey, Ray, Alerding, Lambert, Crosser, Hile, assistant superintendent of learning Ryan Rich, NHS principal Dr.
Craig McCaffrey, CFO David Hortemiller, Director of Buildings and Grounds Roy Wallace, Director of Operations Vicki Flook,
Thornbury

School board members (L-R) Joe Forgey, Misti Ray, Laura Alerding,
Stephanie Lambert and Christi Crosser

Artist rendering of the NHS STEM and performing arts expansion.
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shortcut to Sheol (see
last week’s column!,) so
the shaft was capped
and left alone.
A decade later, after the
discovery and
development of natural
gas in western Ohio, the
Eaton folks began to
realize there was money
in that evil-smelling
hole. They drilled the
first commercial gas well
in the state and other
central Indiana
communities soon
followed their lead.
The success cities such
as Kokomo and Portland
had in locating
profitable quantities of
gas prompted a group of
Noblesville businessmen
to organize a joint stock
company to bore for gas
here In October, 1886.
Experienced contractors
from the Lima, Ohio area
were brought in to do
the work.
That December, Jessie
Springer, the 11 year-old
daughter of local
contractor and
lumberman G. E.
Springer, was awarded
the honor of driving a
ceremonial stake into
the ground to mark the

site chosen for the initial
drilling.
Three weeks later, on
the night of Saturday,
January 22, the
contractors hit a flow of
gas so strong, they
decided to stop work
and start up again on
Monday morning. When
they resumed drilling,
they hit a gusher.
It was clear then that
Noblesville had the
good fortune to be
sitting on one of the
strongest gas flows in
the state. In fact, the
city happened to be
located on the western
edge of the Trenton Gas
Field, the largest deposit
of natural gas known at
that time.
When the gas was lit on
Tuesday, January 24, the
resulting flambeau was
visible as far away as
Atlanta and Westfield.
(The flame burned so
brightly, country folk
wondered if there was a
major fire in town!)
The city’s newspapers
were giddy with gas
fever. “Boom! Boom!!
Boom!!! Gas! Gas!!
Gas!!!” was the
Noblesville

Independent’s headline,
while the Republican
Ledger boasted that the
new well had “Enough
Gas to Supply Eight
Towns as Large as
Noblesville.”
As more wells were
drilled in the following
months, thousands of
people flocked to
Noblesville to witness the
spectacle of the flames
and hear the roar of the
escaping gas. Special
excursion trains were
even run from
Indianapolis.
One year later, there
were 55 gas wells spread
across the county. 
Twenty-six of those wells
were in the Noblesville
area. The January 7, 1888
Indianapolis News
observed that the
Noblesville Gas and
Improvement Company
was producing enough
gas to supply 1,400
stores, two grist mills, the
Hamilton County
courthouse, the city
schoolhouse and “several
other minor
establishments.”
Hamilton County’s
economic future looked
 extremely bright thanks

to its newly discovered
 inexhaustible source
of cheap natural
energy.
Except . . .  it turned out
the gas wasn’t
inexhaustible.
Such much was wasted
on flambeau displays
and general misuse
that it was all but gone
by the turn of the
century.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com
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