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The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

JAMES DILLINGER
for subscribing!

None

Make a grocery list and only buy
what’s on it.

 Today’s health tip was brought to you
by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure to catch

his column each week in The Times and
online at www.thetimes24-7. com

Hamilton 
Happenings

Sometime around next
Monday, 196th Street between
Victory Chapel Road and Creek
Road will be closed to all thru
traffic while workers replace
“Small Structure #23023.” The
county thinks the work will
take a couple of months and
the projected completion date
is May 3.

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3

U.S. Congresswoman
Victoria Spartz recently
delivered a pretty straight
message while speaking in
Europe to the
Parliamentary Assembly
Winter Meeting. "While our
European allies and
President Biden have been
consumed by 'tough' talks
and foolish energy
policies, Russia and its
allies, China and Iran, are
on the offensive with
hybrid warfare," Spartz
said. "Criminals, dictators,
and KGB successors
couldn't care less about
grandiose statements -
only decisive actions
matter. The free world
better get its act together
soon. As a next step, we
should put serious
sanctions on Russian oil
and consider confiscating
Russian sovereign assets
in response to the killing
of Alexei Navalny."
 
Lose your wallet in a
swimming pool and it’s
easy enough to recover;
drop it in the sea and you
can kiss it goodbye. Marcie
Callawaert lives near
Tofino, British Columbia a
town off the coast of
Vancouver Island where
she lost her wallet some
eight months ago. She
combed the beach and
even snorkeled in search
of it with no luck. And
then, one day recently,
she went for a beachside
walk and there it was,
mixed in with trash that
had washed up on the
beach. "I knew right away.
It stopped me right in my
tracks." 
 
According to several
published reports, GOP
national chair Ronna
McDaniel is resigning after
seven years at the helm.
She announced her
decision after Donald
Trump endorsed a new
slate of leaders. She said
her departure will come
after Super Tuesday.

See BETSY on Page A5

Sarah Marone-
Sowers has been
singing since she
was 8 years old.
The Noblesville
woman initially
auditioned for
Carmel
Community 

See PAULA on Page A5

Not long ago,
Pam Ferber
and I were
reminiscing
about our
kindergarten
days. We both
attended
Dorothy 

Oliver’s kindergarten at First
Ward and, although Pam was
a year ahead of me, we have
some memories in common.
One thing we both remember
is Mrs. Oliver’s big chart that
held the names of everyone
in our class. When you could
tie your shoes, count to 100
and prove you could skip,
you’d get a gold star next to
your name.
(I know we had to learn to
skip because I remember
having trouble getting the
hang of it. My mother had to
coach me!)
Pam recalled taking some
kind of test in a booklet
where you did things like
mark pictures that were
different or draw lines to
connect dots. (Apparently, I
wasn’t very impressed by the
test because I don’t
remember it.)
We both looked forward to
our daily graham cracker and
milk snack. The milk came in
little (half pint?) glass bottles
with a foil seal on top. It was
quite an honor to be the one
appointed to punch holes in
the milk bottle seals for our
straws. (paper, not plastic!)
Kindergarten for us was half-
day. Pam said she
remembers the morning
group and the afternoon
group switching times after
the first semester. I don’t
recall switching, but my
memory could be faulty. Or,
maybe my class didn’t do it.
In the 1960s, only the kids
who lived in the country rode
school buses. Students in
town walked, or were driven
to school.
I walked to kindergarten by
myself every day because
nobody on my block was my
age. The other kids all
attended Conner, which
didn’t have a kindergarten
that year.
Back then, it was fairly safe
for children to walk to school
in Noblesville, even if they
were alone. (I did, however,
hear MANY lectures about
not talking to strangers!)

Kindergarten 
Memories

Get Ready! Allisonville Closing Later This Week
The county has released a
schedule of the 90-day
closure of Allisonville Road.
Remember, eastbound and
westbound 146th Street
won’t be closed and neither
will the intersection. Instead,
lane restrictions will be
utilized, and that will slow
down traffic. So plan
accordingly.
On those lane restriction,
Allisonville Road between
146th Street and Kensington
Drive (north of 146th Street),
and between 146th Street
and Helmsley Court (south of
146th Street) are the closure
limits. The posted detour
route will be 131st Street, SR-
37, and Greenfield Avenue.
On Thursday and Friday, the

Be prepared for lane
restrictions or short-duration
lane closures along 146th
Street, so that the removal of
the overhead signal
equipment and other work
associated with the traffic
switch may be completed.
On Friday into Saturday,
between the hours of 9 p.m.
and 6 a.m., 146th Street
traffic should be prepared
for lane restrictions or short-
duration closures to
complete any remaining
signal equipment removal
and other work associated
with this traffic switch.
Please use extreme caution
and reduced speeds while
driving through this
construction zone.

contractor will be completing
work in preparation throughout
the project limits and along the
detour route. At or after

midnight, barricades will be
put in place along Allisonville
Road to close the road for 90
days.

Luke Kenley Honored for Strong Support
Former State Sen. Luke Kenley
received a State Health
Commissioner Award for
supporting public health from
State Health Commissioner
Lindsay Weaver, M.D., FACEP.
Kenley served as co-chair of
the Governor’s Public Health
Commission which studied
Indiana's public health system
and made recommendations
that formed the basis of
legislation passed by the 2023
Indiana General Assembly to
make a historic investment in
public health known as Health
First Indiana. The goal of HFI is
to make sure every Hoosier has
access to the core public
health services to achieve their
optimal health and well-being.

From left, IDOH Legislative and External Affairs Deputy
Director Jake Torrie, IDOH Legislative and External Affairs
Director Rachel Swartwood, Former State Sen. Luke Kenley
and State Health Commissioner Lindsay Weaver, M.D.,
FACEP.

See LUKE on Page A5

Revelation 19:9 And they
overcame him by the blood

of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and

they loved not their lives
unto the death.

“When one flower blooms,
spring awakens
everywhere.”
John O’Donohue

What do you tell a
hitchhiker on Leap Day?
Hop in!

Noblesville Vocalist Sings ‘Violet’ Story in CCP Musical

Players’ current musical,
“Violet,” because she likes
working with director
Kathleen Clarke Horrigan of
Fishers and wanted to work
with her again.
“I then set about learning as
much as I could about the
show. Finding out the
storyline, listening to the
soundtrack, reading the short
story, ‘The Ugliest Pilgrim’ by
Doris Betts, which the
musical is based on,” 

Marone-Sowers said. “Once I
knew Violet’s story, I knew it
was one that I wanted to
tell.”
Marone-Sowers -- who has
about 170 spoken lines in the
90-page “Violet” script and
sings in 17 of the show’s 30
songs -- is thrilled to be a
part of the musical, which
CCP is bringing to the stage
for seven performances,
opening Friday and
continuing through March 10
at The Switch Theatre in Ji-
Eun Lee Music Academy in
Fishers. Tickets are still
available at
carmelplayers.org. 
While “Violet” runs as a one-
act musical for a little less
than two hours, Marone-
Sowers’ Violet character is on

stage for the entire time
except for a small three-
minute window.
“This is the largest lead role
that I have done, and many
of my previous roles are
more comedic in nature,” she
said. “I always try to find
connections with the
characters I portray, and
Violet has opened up a lot of
self reflection on my own
life.”
The musical’s synopsis is
based on Violet, who as a girl,
was struck by a wayward axe
blade when her father was
chopping wood, leaving her
with a visible scar across her
face. With enough money
saved, Violet’s traveling
across the Deep South in 

http://carmelplayers.org/
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important role public
health plays in Hoosiers’
daily lives and learn
more about efforts
underway to improve
how services are 
delivered around the
state.
More information on
Health First Indiana is
available at
healthfirstindiana.in.gov
. Visit the Indiana
Department of Health
at www.health.in.gov for
important health and
safety information, or
follow on X at
@StateHealthIN and on
Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
StateHealthIN.

“Through visionary
foresight and tireless
advocacy, Kenley has
catalyzed
transformative change
in shaping the future of
public health in our
state,” Weaver said. “His
pioneering efforts have
not only advanced the
cause of public health
but have also inspired a
new generation of
leaders to champion
health and innovation.”
The award was given
during Public Health
Day at the Statehouse
on Feb. 22 where public
health advocates from
across Indiana gathered
to celebrate the 

PAULA From Page A1

our kindergarten room,
and a trip to a working
farm (my first field trip!)
My most lasting
memories, however, are
of the building itself.
First Ward opened in
1889, so you can imagine
what it was like by 1960.
It was OLD. (Good grief,
my mother AND
grandmother attended
school in that building!)
The kindergarten room 
was in the basement — 

It wasn’t until I was
grown that I learned my
mother had followed me
on my first day of
kindergarten to make
sure I knew where I was
going. I was so trusting, it
never occurred to me to
look over my shoulder.
I have some clear,
pleasant memories of
that year, like coming to
school in costume at 
Halloween, the baby
chicks that hatched in 

the dim, dingy basement.
Right outside our door
was a water fountain
which Pam remembers
better than I do. She
described it as being
long with several spigots.
My main memory of that
water fountain is that a
couple of times boys
caught salamanders
under it. (A LOT of water
must have splashed onto
the cement floor from
that fountain.)

Also in the basement
were a storage room and
the building’s restrooms.
Even as a five year-old I
thought those restrooms
were pretty nasty and I
avoided them, so I’m
depending on Pam’s
memory here. She
described the walls as
“puking” green or yellow-
green and said the stalls
had wooden doors with
no locks. She added that
the air freshener smelled 

terrible, and so did the
liquid soap in the soap
dispensers.
At the end of our
respective years, both
Pam and I graduated in
little yellow caps and
gowns. The ceremonies
were held in the
sanctuary of the
Methodist Church, which
was just down the street.
  The church, built in
1891, was almost as old
as First Ward. 

(I avoided the church’s
restrooms, too.)

Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column
appears on Wednesdays
in The Times. Contact
her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com

THE TIMES

The Times
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1964 toward a miracle, the
healing touch of a TV
evangelist who will make
her beautiful. Although she
may not succeed in having
the scar on her face
healed,
Violet is able to repair 

those scars that are lying
deeper than her skin. On
the way, she meets a
young, African-American
soldier whose love for
her reaches far past her  

See BETSY on Page A6
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physical imperfections.
(The soldier is played by
Onis Dean, the preacher
with a beautiful voice in
Basile Westfield
Playhouse’s Homecoming:
Waltons’ Christmas Story”
and Jesus in Mud Creek
Players’ “Jesus Christ
Superstar.” Also, CCP cast
member, Scott Fleshood,
who is playing the preacher
in “Violet,” is another with
a beautiful voice as I recall
in The Belfry Theatre’s
“Side by Side by
Sondheim.”)
Rehearsing for the musical
has been a lot of evenings
away from Marone-Sowers’
home and family.
“But my husband, daughter
and son are incredibly
supportive,” she said. “My
husband runs lines with
me, and my kids (ages 6
and 1) like to ‘help’ me
practice the music by
playing the piano for and
with me.”
Marone-Sowers listens to
the musical scores nonstop
during her work commutes,
along with score and script
studies in the evenings
after her kids go to bed if
there isn’t a rehearsal.
“The music is very
challenging. It
encompasses a number of
different styles, from
bluegrass, blues, gospel,
jazz and some Tina Turner-
esque rock,” she said.
“Violet” is a moving
musical with a score by
Tony-winning composer
Jeanine Tesori (“Caroline,
or Change,” “Thoroughly
Modern Millie,” “Shrek the
Musical” and “Fun Home”)
 and book and lyrics by the 
acclaimed Brian Crawley
(“A Little Princess”).
“Violet” is the winner of 

Drama Critics’ Circle Award
and Lucille Lortel Award
for Best Musical when the
show premiered Off-
Broadway in 1997 and then
on to a Tony-nominated
Broadway debut in 2014
with a revised version.
Marone-Sowers said, 
“The greatest challenge for
(playing) Violet has been
finding her within myself.”
She has had to allow
vulnerability to come
through to allow herself “to
feel what she is feeling …
I’ve pulled on my own
experiences to understand
what she is feeling. My own
personal losses, hopes and
dreams.”
The Fishers native who
graduated from Hamilton 
 Southeastern High School
in 2007, joined the
Indianapolis Children’s
Choir as a youth. Her mom
has a bachelor’s degree in
theater. “So, I’ve always
been around the theater
since a young age,” said
Marone-Sowers, who
earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Vocal
Performance from Ball
State University, has been
performing in various
theaters in the Indianapolis
area since 2013. By day,
she’s a product compliance
specialist.
Before this show, Marone-
Sowers was under Clark 
Horrigan’s direction in 
Footlite Musical’s
“Anything Goes” in 2017,
“Singin’ in the Rain” in
2019, and “The 25th
Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee” in 2022.Clark
Horrigan said she chose
the “Violet” musical to
direct after following the
career of Indianapolis
actor Ben Davis, who had
been in the Broadway

 revival of “Violet.” She and 
Davis had acted together in
1996 in Indianapolis Civic
Theatre’s “Into the Woods.” 
In “Violet,” costumes are
period from the early 1960s,
early in the Civil Rights
Movement. The set was
designed by a Ball State
student “using blocks to set
each place they visit along
with projections to set the
scene,” the director said. “A lot
of the musical takes place on a
bus which would be hard to
put on the stage.”
She most recently directed
community theater in October
2022 CCP’s one-act 90-minute
“Tick,Tick, Boom!” an
autobiographical musical by
Jonathan Larson, the Pulitzer
Prize- and Tony Award-winning
composer of “Rent.”
Clarke Horrigan, a Logansport
native, has been directing in
community theater since 1991,
primarily at Footlite Musicals
in Indianapolis. She has won 

seven Encore Awards in
directing and acting. She is a
member of the Indiana
Thespian Educator Hall of
Fame and has received Ball
State University's Theatre
Alumni Award and Theatre
Distinguished Alumni Award.
She retired at the end of last
school year as a theater
teacher at both Decatur
Central and Lawrence
Central high schools. She is
currently an instructor at Ji-
Eun Lee Music Academy in
Fishers.
Clark Horrigan said, “Working
with this ‘Violet’ cast was
amazing. Six of the cast play
multiple roles and watching
them quickly switch back
and forth has been a joy.”

-Betsy Reason writes about
people, places and things in
Hamilton County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

Want TO GO?

What: Carmel Community Players
presents the musical “Violet.”

When: March 1-10, with performances
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, March 1 and 8; 7:30
p.m. Saturdays, March 2 and 9; 2:30
p.m. Sundays, March 3 and 10; and 7:30
p.m. Thursday, March 7.

Where: The Switch Theatre at Ji-Eun
Lee Music Academy, Suite D, 10029 E.
126th St., Fishers,

How much: $20 all patrons, $5 discount
on Thursday.

Reservations: www.carmelplayers.org, 
317-815-9387.
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