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The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

LESTER HARDEN
for subscribing!

William “Randy” Horton

If you have diabetes, it’s
important to do aerobic AND

weight training.

 Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure

to catch his column each week in
The Times and online at
www.thetimes24-7. com

Hamilton 
Happenings

Congresswoman Victoria Spartz’
2024 re-election campaign has
been endorsed by Susan B.
Anthony Pro-Life America with
an A+ rating.
“The value of life – born and
unborn, must never be
forgotten, and it is an honor to
have the support of SBA Pro-
Life America,” Spartz said. ”I will
continue relentlessly fighting for
the rights of the unborn and
their mothers.” 
SBA Pro-Life America exists to
cease the destruction of unborn
human life by ending abortion in
America.

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3

See PAULA on Page A5

As I was
working on last
week’s column
about the
“virtual
museum,” the
part about an
old gun being
discovered at

An IU professor will receive the
2024 Mani L. Bhaumik
Breakthrough of the Year Award
for his research that laid the
foundation for drugs that are
transforming the treatment of
obesity worldwide. Richard
DiMarchi was selected by a
committee of editors and senior
leadership at Science for their
transformative work to advance
understanding of GLP-1 agonists.
DiMarchi is a co-inventor of more
than 100 U.S. patents, co-author
of more than 250 scientific papers
and co-founder of eight
successful biotechnology start-up
companies. He has been a leader
in the discovery, development
and manufacture of new drugs
that improve countless lives
impacted by diabetes and other
endocrine diseases.

NTT INDYCAR SERIES drivers are
participating in a 108th
Indianapolis 500 presented by
Gainbridge Open Test on today
and Thursday on the famed 2.5-
mile oval at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. Today, veterans are on
the track at 11 a.m. Rookie
Orientation Program and
refresher tests begin at 1 p.m. and
all participants are back on track
from 3-6 p.m. All cars are
scheduled to be on track from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday. The test will
be streamed on Peacock for U.S.
residents and INDYCAR LIVE for
international markets.
 
Secretary of State Diego Morales
broke his own record by visiting
all 92 Indiana counties within
three months. Morales has met
with county clerks, prosecutors,
sheriffs, business owners, auto
dealers and students. In 2023,
Secretary Morales visited all 92
counties within the first six
months of taking office. Morales
said he plans to continue visiting
counties, especially leading up to
the primary and throughout the
summer months.

Deming started to sound
uncomfortably familiar, so I
went back and checked
past columns.

Sure enough, a couple of
years ago another exhibit in
the “museum” had
featured an antique firearm
found at Deming.
 
Thankfully, a bit of boning
up on the difference
between a pistol and a
revolver soon convinced
me that the two weapons in
those columns were
completely different.
 
Whew, I didn’t duplicate
myself! (But, what’s up with
all these old guns turning
up in Deming?)
 
Anyway, in the process of
doing that research, I ran
across an article on Deming
in the March 31, 1893
Noblesville Democrat that
was so odd, I felt
compelled to share it.

According to the
newspaper, “an old
resident of the place of
which we speak” had
recently informed the
author of the article that
there was gold to be found
in the Deming area — “in
paying quantities.”
 
Gold! . . . in Deming?
 
The elderly gentleman
disclosed that 25 to 30
years earlier (1863 to 1868)
a group of Native
Americans had camped on
land near Deming, which in
1893 was known as the
Stout farm.
 
(The Jackson Township
map in the 1880 county
history shows a Stout farm
about a half mile northeast
of Deming.)
 
The Native Americans
(tribe unspecified) were
said to have searched for a
few days before
uncovering a vessel filled
with gold dust. They then
used “crude instruments,”
to melt the gold dust into
small bars that could be
easily carried.

The reporter or the old
gentleman (it’s not clear
which) stated that this tale

Columnist

BETSY
REASON

You know that
spring is officially
here when it’s
time for
Blatchley Nature
Study Club’s
Spring
Wildflower
Walks.

Isaiah 59:19 So shall they
fear the name of the LORD

from the west, and his glory
from the rising of the sun.

When the enemy shall come
in like a flood, the Spirit of

the LORD shall lift up a
standard against him.

“The hardest thing in the world to
understand is the income tax.”
Albert Einstein

Congress is raising taxes 3.14
percent. 
It’s called the Pi-rate rate.

Hamilton County Council: The Timesheet

Blatchley Nature Study Club Invites
Community to Annual Wildflower Walks

I’ve been to the grounds a
handful of times, especially
in the springtime when there
is much nature to enjoy.

The Clubhouse is located at
125 Boulder Drive, off of
Edith Avenue, north of the
historic Potter’s Bridge off of
Cumberland Road in
Noblesville.
A hidden gem in our
community, the 15-acre
sanctuary offers nature
trails that wind through the
property with trails
overlooking the White River
as well as ravines along Fox
Prairie Creek, which snakes
through the grounds.

The sanctuary offers some
of the most diverse
collection of wildflowers and
plants in Indiana.

The Blatchley Nature Study
Club sanctuary, at 125 Boulder
Drive in Noblesville, near
Potter’s Bridge Park, will open
for the annual wildflower
walks on April 13 and 27.

The Blatchley Nature Study
Club sanctuary will have
guided tours to see some of
the most diverse varieties of
wildflowers in Indiana,.

Rick Towle, Noblesville
Middle School science
teacher and president of the
Blatchley Nature Study Club
in Noblesville, asked me
again this year to share with
the public and invite the
community to guided tours
to see some of the most
diverse varieties of
wildflowers in Indiana, from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on two
Saturdays, April 13 and 27.
(The first tour will showcase
early bloomers, and the
second tour late bloomers.
So make plans to attend
both if you love nature.)

Members will be on hand to
guide visitors through the
sanctuary and see one of the
best displays of native
Indiana wildflowers in the
state, I’m told.

“From shooting stars to
trillium, phlox to bluebells,
trout lilies to wild geraniums,
Blatchley Nature Study Club
sanctuary boasts one of the
best varietal displays of
wildflowers in the state of
Indiana. Come learn all
about them with a guided

See BETSY on Page A2

Welcome to the
Timesheet. This
column is a
report of work
done on behalf
of the people of
Hamilton
County. It’s to be
informative too,
a place to learn

about projects and how our
county government works.
As your employee, it’s
important that you know
what is being worked on as
transparently as is possible
in government. You hired me
as your County Councilman,
and my hope is that you will
choose to be informed by
regularly reading this
column, getting involved,
and by asking questions.

Council meetings are at 7:00
PM the first Wednesday of

every month at the judicial 
center in downtown
Noblesville. Meetings are
also available to watch
online for those unable to
attend in person. Here is
where my time this past
month has been spent.

Spring is in the air, the trees
are budding, and potholes
are being filled, let the road
construction begin! Between
Federal, State, County and
City Road projects getting
around Hamilton County for
the next few months is going
to be like me trying to lose
weight, slow and frustrating.

March’s work included
investing time in County
Finance reviews and
research, The Regional
Development Commission,
the Hamilton County

Humane Society, Hamilton
County Tourism, and deep
dives into upcoming and
proposed projects for both
the full council as well as the
RDC.

March’s personnel
committee meeting was
cancelled. Normally,
personnel requests are
voted on as they occur, first,
in the personnel committee
and then at the next regular
council meeting using a
recommendation from the
committee. The finance
committee did not meet. We
are scheduled for an update
meeting in April. The
challenge ahead will
continue to be balancing the
expense of upcoming
projects while keeping our
reserves strong.

See MARK on Page A2

Gold! . . . 
In Deming?
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tour from one of the
members,” said Towle,
president of the club.

“...The things we have
accomplished during
my tenure as president
continue to amaze me,
and truly illustrate the
dedication and energy
needed to live up to the
mission of our club,” he
has said.
Emma St. Dennis of
Noblesville is vice
president of the
Blatchley club and has
shared over the years a
wealth of information
with me about the club
and its history. Club
members actually laid
out the plans for the
trees that are in Forest
Park, she has said.

“The Wildflower Walk is
one of our favorite
events of the year,” St.
Dennis said. “Especially
after a cold winter (and
spring), spending an
afternoon in the woods
is an incredible treat.”
The event is free, open
to the public, and great
for all ages, kids, scout
groups and adults,
Towle added. Although
the walking path is
moderate, the path is
not wheelchair
accessible.
The nature study club
was founded on April 8,
1922, by Dr. Earl Brooks.
The club, which is made
up of individuals who
share a love of nature,
changed its name to The
W.S. Blatchley Club to
honor Indiana’s greatest
naturalist, Dr. Willis
Stanley Blatchley (1859-
1940). The Blatchley
Nature Study Club was
incorporated as a
nonprofit on Nov. 12,
1941. Then Brooks
deeded 15 acres of land
to the club for use as a
sanctuary and on which
to build a clubhouse on
March 8, 1963. The

Clubhouse (built with a
generous monetary gift
from Eli Lilly family) and
the sanctuary was
dedicated on July 18,
1965.

Each spring, the club
leads Wildflower Walks,
inviting the community
to attend.

Each year, club
members gather for a
cleanup of the
clubhouse and grounds.
This year, they’ve been
working on the trails,
adding guard rails at
four points. Members
have also been removing
invasive species, said
member Darlene
Patterson.
Trees were trimmed and
removed from several
trails. The Clubhouse
was dusted, mopped
and cleaned.

In the event of lightning
or downpours, the event
will be canceled. Check
the Blatchley Facebook
page for updates.

Annually, the Biology
Department of Indiana
University awards a
Blatchley Nature Study
Scholarship to a
deserving student. Since
1989, more than 33
scholarships have been
given out.
Monthly meetings offer
special programs that
teach club members
about all aspects
through presentations.
Memberships range
from $5 for ages 18 and
younger to a $500
individual life
membership.

-Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times editor Betsy
Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-
7.com
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The Blatchley Nature
Study Club sanctuary, at
125 Boulder Drive in
Noblesville, will
celebrate its 102nd year
in April and has been
putting up new guard
rails.

The Blatchley Nature
Study Club sanctuary
will have guided tours to
see some of the most
diverse varieties of
wildflowers in Indiana,.

OBITUARY

Horton and Lois (Day) 
Horton.

Randy was a 1966 graduate of Tipton High School.
At the age of 21, he enrolled in the Police Academy
in Kokomo, Indiana. He was a member of the 3rd
graduating class of the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy, Class of 1970. During his 30-year career
with the Tipton Police Department, he proudly and
honorably served his community as a Patrolman,
Sergeant, Captain, and was later promoted to
Assistant Chief, before retiring on April 1, 2000.
Retirement was not something that sat very well
with Randy. So, without giving it a second thought,
he returned to the job he loved so much, finishing
out his career in law enforcement as a dispatcher
with the department from 2001 until 2005. Randy
was an active member of the Tipton F.O.P. and the
Tipton Moose Lodge.

Randy truly loved life and lived his in a way that
made him proud: having five kids, seven grandkids,
one great-grandchild (with two more on the way),
as well as serving his community as a police officer
for 30 years. He would say that these were his
greatest accomplishments. He could look quite
intimidating if you didn’t know him, but he was a
gentle giant. Showing affection wasn’t his way, but
his kind and accepting nature was shown toward
everyone that knew him. He was always up for a fun
time and a good laugh, and absolutely loved getting
together with family. After a big meal, you could
usually find him fast asleep in the nearest recliner. 

Randy was a good friend to many, and in return,
had many faithful friends who loved him
unconditionally. He always loved visiting them, and
never turned down an opportunity to go out and
have a little fun. Whether is was party, or a
wedding, or really anywhere that had a dance floor
or karaoke machine, you could always find him with
a microphone in hand, picking out his next song… or
running over to one of his daughters (or a friend),
dragging them onto the dance floor to “cut a rug”
and saying “just follow my lead.”

Randy also loved just relaxing at home. Believe it or
not, catching up on his soap operas was a high
priority. The Young and the Restless and The Bold
and the Beautiful were a couple of his favorites; he
faithfully watched when he could and recorded
them to watch later when he couldn’t. 

When the kids were young, he loved taking them to
amusement parks; he never grew tired of riding the
roller coaster and other rides with them. Road trips
and traveling were something Randy enjoyed very
much, and he always wished he could do more. He
always wanted to go to New York, as well as see
more of the mountains.

Randy was funny without even knowing that he
was. He was one of those people who was always
making everyone laugh and usually leaving
everyone he met with a good story to tell. He was
loved by many people in this life and will continue
to be loved and remembered by them for years to
come.

Randy was a two-time cancer survivor.  He always
had a positive outlook and a strong will to live.

Randy is survived by his 4 daughters, Shelly Horton
of Arcadia, Rebecca Horton-Hadley of Arcadia, Amy
Horton-Beckey (Brad) of Noblesville, and Kacy
Horton of Tipton; 1 son, Randy Horton (Shannon) of
Cicero; 7 grandchildren, Brennen Horton, Chase
Hadley, Chloe Hadley, Lilly Beckey, Asher Beckey,
Kaylee Horton, and Eric Balcon; 1 great-grandchild,
Alex Huber; and 2 great-grandchildren on the way.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Gail and
Lois (Day) Horton; brother, Robert “Bob” Horton; 3
sisters, Janet (Dolan) Horton, Ruth Ann (Anderson)
Horton, and Lu Ann Horton.

A Celebration of Randy’s Life will be held at 1:00
pm on Saturday, April 13, 2024, at Heartland
Church, 3611, State Road 19, Sharpsville, Indiana,
with visitation from 11:00 am until the time of
service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
presented to the Tipton F.O.P.

William “Randy” Horton
January 19, 1948  - April 2, 2024 

William Randolph
“Randy” Horton,
age 76, passed
away peacefully at
his home in Tipton,
Indiana,
surrounded by his
loving family. Born
January 19, 1948, in
Tipton, he was the
son of the late Gail

MARK From Page A1

The Regional
Development
Commission approved
moving ahead with the
new Police and Fire
Training Center this
month. We selected a
vendor to provide an
estimate of operational
costs so proper
budgeting can occur. My
sense is that we will
need to fund the first
year’s operating costs
before each agency
using the center is able
to begin to contribute to
the operational
overhead from their
2025 budgets. Westfield
is contributing the use
of the facilities ground
while all the remaining
large police and fire
departments in the
county will contribute
pro-rata from their
individual department
budgets to offset the
operational costs of the
facility. We are planning
a top-of-the-line
training center that will
have few rivals in the
Midwest. Expectations
are high, with many of
our public safety
officials anxious to
implement
comprehensive training
and interdepartmental
cross training programs.
The meeting room was
full of public safety
professionals in a show
of support for the new
facility. Based on
preliminary estimates
this will require a
twenty-million-dollar
investment to build. A
request for quote
participation has
already been made
public. Additionally,
there could be public
safety income tax
dollars used to help with
the investment and the
remaining amount will
be bonded. The bond
will be paid with
revenue from an RDC
TIF district.

This month included a
work session review of
proposals from the
Hamilton County
Humane Society and
Hamilton County
Tourism. The Humane
Society is in a tough
position and location.
As a no kill shelter
located within minutes
of Marion County, often
animals are surrendered
intentionally or
dropped off at a nearby
park. The volume of
animals cared for
continues to increase.
With operations costs
increasing we worked
through an updated
financial model to help.
As the number of loose
animals also increases
the impact to the public
increases. We arrived at
a solution for the
county and suggested
that the same solution
be implemented in the
other public safety
jurisdictions that bring
animals to the shelter
for care and housing.

Hamilton County
Tourism proposed a
new fiscal management
process for the
innkeeper’s tax revenue.
The council welcomed
and  reviewed the idea,
then, after much
discussion with tourism
staff, decided to take
the idea under
advisement and consult 

with our attorney and
with the treasurer.
In addition to the
County Council public
meetings, March’s work
included attending a
Council work session, a
Regional Development
Commission meeting, a
combined Cicero, and
county officials
meeting, watching a
Board of
Commissioners public
meeting, attending a
Noblesville City Council
meeting, doing a patrol
ride-along with the
Sherriff, and attending a
Cicero Town council
meeting.

This month there were
three constituents
service requests.
Usually, requests
require research with a
county department,
securing the correct
answer and then
following up with the
taxpayer. March’s first
question was regarding
Economic Development
in Hamilton County.
Next, a proposal to
build tiny homes on
private ground for the
homeless in our area.
Lastly, were questions
regarding the County’s
2023 commitment of
ARPA funds to assist
Cicero’s town council
with the cost of
updating their
wastewater treatment
plant.

A constituent expressed
interest in any
economic incentives
that might be available
to build senior, veteran,
or affordable housing in
Adams and Jackson
Townships. The
resolution was to
connect them with the
right folks in Hamilton
County Planning,
Hamilton County
Economic development
and with the Cicero
Planning and Economic
Development teams.
The tiny house concept
is not something new,
however this
constituent was
concerned about
government
expectations and zoning
considerations if tiny
houses were allowed to
be built on donated
rural farm ground. After
a thorough reading of
his business plan, a
quick check of zoning
and how the process
could work, satisfied
the request. Lastly, I
worked with the county
attorney and three
ARPA committee
members to coordinate
members of the Cicero
town council to appear
at the next public ARPA
committee meeting to
address any confusion
with the request.

This month, it was an
honor to represent you
at the Interfaith
Summit, at the DRIVE
Indy servant Leadership
speaking series, in a
ride-along with Sheriff
Quakenbush, and in
meetings with Police
Chief Mann of
Noblesville and with
Police Chief Gebhart of
Fishers.

This is my time sheet.
This is where my time

MARK
went during month
fifteen. There are many
projects in the queue
for 2024 and while my
job is primarily the
financial oversight of
the county budget it is
important to
understand the Board
of Commissioners

priorities and balance
them with the
stewardship of taxpayer
dollars. That is the job,
and I am excited to do
the people’s business.

As a taxpayer myself,

Continued on right See MARK on Page A8
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was known to be true
because several of the
gold bars had been
found later by a white
man during the
construction of his
home.
 
Furthermore, according

to the Native Americans,
a crock of gold dust
valued at $50,000 was
supposed to be buried
somewhere in the
county, along with a
turkey’s foot and a
tomahawk. (Why a
turkey’s foot and a

tomahawk? I have no
idea.)
 
The reporter noted that
“Up to and including the
28th of March, 1893, the
long sought treasure has
not been discovered.”
That article caught my

eye because I’m always
looking for interesting
column ideas that
feature the county’s
smaller communities.
 
Reading through it again,
however, a whole slew of
questionable details

jumped out at me, not
the least of which was
the notion that a band of
Native Americans would
have been wandering
through this area as late
as the 1860s.
 
By then, I had a pretty

 strong hunch
somebody’s leg had
been pulled. I just wasn’t
sure whose leg it was.
Was it the reporter, or
was it the old man?

See PAULA on
 Page A8
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It wasn’t until I was
about halfway through
writing this column that I
suddenly realized the
person whose leg was
getting yanked was ME!
Until that moment, the
date the story ran had
sailed right over my
head.
 
Check out that day . . .
AND the day after.
 
In my defense, the whole
thing is written as if it
was a legitimate news
item, albeit one full of
holes. I’ve seen stranger
articles.

There wasn’t even a
“Gotcha!” at the end!

Note: The Blatchley
Nature Study Club’s
annual Spring
Wildflower Walks will
take place on Saturday,
April 13 (to catch early
bloomers) and Saturday,
April 27 (for late
bloomers.)
 
Guided tours will be
available at the
Blatchley sanctuary and
clubhouse, 125 Boulder
Dr., Noblesville. (Boulder
Drive is just north of
Potter’s Bridge. Take

Edith Avenue to
Boulder Drive, then
follow Boulder Drive
almost to the end.)
 
Come anytime between
1 p.m. and 5 p.m. It’s
free — just wear
comfortable walking
shoes!

Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardener
friend@gmail.com

THE TIMES

MARK
and listening to so many
of you, our employers,
it’s important for the
taxpayers to have
access to all the
information you want. I

work for you and
although you may not
choose to do a deep
dive into what your
County Council does,
it’s important that you

From Page A2

can always do
so. Feel free to
contact me at
317-832-1104 or
mark.hall@hami
ltoncounty.in.
gov with
questions,
feedback or if
you would like
to talk about
county
business.



CARMEL TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting for Wednesday, April 17 at 9 a.m.
Has been Canceled.

HAMILTON COUNTY PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
The Hamilton County Personnel Committee will
meet at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday April 10, 2024
at One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville,
Indiana (Conference Room 1A). The purpose of
this meeting is for discussion of Personnel
issues.

CARMEL FINANCE, UTILITIES AND RULES
COMMITTEE
Tuesday, April 9, 6 p.m.
At City Hall, Council Chambers
THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO DISCUSS:
a. Ordinance D-2709-24; An Ordinance of the
Common Council of the City of Carmel, Indiana,
Authorizing the Refunding of Prior Waterworks
Revenue Bonds of the City of Carmel, Indiana,
Authorizing the Issuance of the City of Carmel,
Indiana Taxable Waterworks Refunding Revenue
Bonds, Series 2024A, and the City of Carmel,
Indiana Tax-Exempt Waterworks Revenue and
Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 2024 B, to
provide funds for the payment of costs thereof,
and addressing other matters connected
therewith; Sponsor: Councilor Green.
Synopsis:
Bond Ordinance permitting the issuance of
Waterworks Refunding Revenue Bonds of the
City to refund outstanding Waterworks Bonds of
the City and adding new money for additional
projects.
b. Discussion of parking restrictions in front of
the Fire Administration Building
Synopsis:
Proposed establishment of three-hour parking
zones on the west side of Veteran’s Way South
from a point 320 feet north of its intersection
with Elm Street, on Saturday and Sunday only.
c. Ordinance D-2696-23: An Ordinance of the
Common Council of the City of Carmel, Indiana,
Adding Chapter 8, Article 4, Section 8-44 to the
Carmel City Code; Sponsor(s): Worrell and
Aasen.
Synopsis:
Establishes a speed limit of 20 miles per hour
within roundabouts.

HAMILTON COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY
Wednesday, April 10
Indianapolis Executive Airport 11329 E. State
Road 32 Zionsville
ADA Notice: Hamilton County, will upon request,
provide appropriate aids and services leading to
effective communication for qualified persons
with
disabilities so that they can participate equally
in Hamilton County’s public meetings. For
special accommodations for a meeting contact
the ADA
Facilities Coordinator/Safety & Risk Manager at
(317-770-1976) at least two (2) business days
prior to the scheduled meeting or event to
request an
accommodation.
AGENDA
(Agenda subject to change. Final agenda will be
posted at the meeting.)
Virtual Meeting Access: 1-219-225-8177; Phone
Conference ID: 529 485 18#
Public Session - Jet Access Conference Room
Call to Order & Declaration of Quorum
Approval of Minutes:
1. March 13, 2024
President's Report
Public Comments
Airport Director's Report
1. Director's Report
Jet Access Report
Woolpert Engineering Report
1. Engineer's Report
Old Business
New Business
Legal Counsel Report
County Council Liaison
Secretary's Report
1. Approval of Vendor Claims
2. Approval of Payroll Claims
Adjournment

CARMEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON DISABILITY
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 9:30 a.m.
Carmel Clay Public Library Meeting Room C
425 E Main St.

CARMEL PLAN COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 16 in-person meeting at 6 p.m. 
This meeting will also be livestreamed and
recorded (see details below). 

This meeting is open to the public and
comments will only be allowed during the
public hearing portion of the meeting.
Please submit your written comments and
concerns to bbutler@carmel.in.gov.Your
comments will be forwarded to each Plan
Commission member and made part of the
docket.
Ways the public can view the upcoming Plan
Commission meeting from home:

AT&T Cable Ch. 99
Digital Ch. 64.45
Metronet 33
Spectrum Cable C. 340
Facebook.com/CityofCarmel
YouTube.com/CityofCarmel
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Two Cents

used to – Saturdays are
the best.

For me, I get up early.
The office is dark and
quiet. When I have that
first sip of piping hot
coffee I am relaxed and
ready to get some work
done. Sure, it’s work. But
it’s work at a different
pace.

There are no deadlines
on Saturday. There’s no
phone ringing. No
interruptions. Just a
calm and relaxed
atmosph-

“Timmons, the two-
party system is the
problem.”

The deep, loud, rumbling
bass of John Hammer
broke through the calm
like a great white
breaching the water.

For those who don’t
know him, John Hammer
is a behemoth of a man.
I’m 6-3 and he towers
over me. His hands are
the size of hamhocks.
His weathered face and
rougher than gravel
voice are the result of a
life of hard work.

Physical work.

“For crying out loud,
John! You’re going to
give me another heart
attack! One of these
days that’ll be it. You’ll
sneak in here and scare
the bejezzus out of me
and I’ll just slump over.
Deader than a doornail!
And besides, how do you
manage to get in when-“
“Aww geez, Timmons.
You whine more than a
nine-day-old puppy.
Now listen, the two-
party system really is
the problem in our
country.”

Whine? Me? Well,
Hammer is usually right,
but he’s obviously off
base this time. I mean I
don’t think I-

“Think about it Timmons.
We have one of the most
competitive countries
on the planet. We are all
about winning – and
we’re pretty good at it.
Look at our sports. From
the World Series to the
Super Bowl, we love our
winners. It goes from the
very top to the very
bottom. How many
stories do you hear
about out-of-control
Little League dads? Guys
that take winning too
seriously?”

“Sure, John,” I said, still
smarting over the
whining thing. “I get
what you’re saying, but
what does that have to
do with the two-par-”

“For a guy who’s
supposed to be bright,
your lightbulb doesn’t
light up very much

sometimes, Timmons.

What do the
Republicans and
Democrats both try to
do?”

“Uh, win elections?”

“Sure,” Hammer said.
“And there’s nothing
wrong with that. But
once they get in office,
they don’t change. It’s
still about winning.”

Hammer looked at me.

He had made his point.

I had nothing.

“Don’t you get it,
Timmons? After they’re
in office, it shouldn’t be
about winning. It
especially shouldn’t be
about keeping the other
side down. Once they
are in office, it’s about
doing the job.”

Crickets. All I had was
crickets.

Hammer shook his head.
Obviously he thought I
wasn’t just a whiner, but
a dense whiner.

“Timmons, let’s go back
to sports. A team fights
like hell to win a
championship. They
celebrate, have a
parade, whatever. Then
the season is over. Some
of the players from that
championship team
make the all-star team
and wind up playing on
the same team with
players they just beat.
But now, they have to
work together if they
want to win again. The
Democrats and
Republicans are in the
same boat. They won
their elections and now
they’re on the same
team. They should start
working together. I mean
why wouldn’t they? The
job description, hell the
oath they take demands
they put the country
ahead of the party. Does
that ever happen
though. It doesn’t take a
genius to see that it
doesn’t. Votes are along
party lines. They
routinely attack each
other. The idea of being
a Republican or a
Democrat is more
important than being an
American.”

Hammer paused.

“If that’s how the two
parties are going to
operate, then it’s time to
find a better system.”
With that, Hammer
walked away. He left a
lot to think about.
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in
The Times. Timmons is
the chief executive
officer of Sagamore
News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is
also a proud Noblesville
High School graduate
and can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes24-
7.com.

Another peaceful Saturday morning . . .

With all due
respect to
my retired
friends – and
I do seem to
have A LOT
more of
those than I

FOR THE RECORD
http://carmelin.new.swagit.com/views/1
More details listed at Carmel TV

Communications, Bills, Expenditures, & Legal
Counsel Report
1.      Plan Commission Resolution PC-4-16-24-a:
CRC Resolution No. 2024-01: approves certain
amendments to the declaratory resolution and
economic development plan for the Old Town
Economic Development Area.
2.      Plan Commission Resolution PC-4-16-24-b:
CRC Resolution No. 2024-02: designates an area
known as the 106th & Illinois Economic
Development Area as an economic development
area pursuant to Section 41 of IC 36-7-14 and
approves an economic development plan for the
Economic Development Area.
3.      Plan Commission Resolution PC-4-16-24-c:
CRC Resolution No. 2024-03: approves certain
amendments to the declaratory resolution and
economic plan for the Legacy Project Economic
Development Area.
4.      Plan Commission Rules of Procedure
Amendment Requests
Public Hearings

Docket No. PZ-2024-00034 OA: PRIF Credit
Process UDO Amendment.         Info Packet

1.

The applicant seeks to amend the UDO pursuant
to Carmel City Council Resolution CC-01-08-24-
01, which directs the Plan Commission to
consider amendments to UDO Sections 1.30(F),
(K) and (L) regarding the procedures for granting
park and recreation impact fee credits. Filed by
the Department of Community Services on behalf
of the Carmel City Council. 

Docket No. PZ-2024-00038 CPA: 2025-2029
Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP).                Info
Packet

1.

The applicant seeks to update the Zone
Improvement Plan, upon which the parks and
recreation impact fee is based, and to
incorporate the ZIP into the Carmel
Comprehensive Plan. Filed by the Carmel
Department of Community Services on behalf of
the Carmel Plan Commission.
 Docket No. PZ-2024-00039 OA: Parks and
Recreation Impact Fee Ordinance Amendment.           
Info Packet

The applicant seeks to amend the Unified
Development Ordinance in order to update
existing impact fee provisions, as well as their
definitions. The proposal would renew the
impact fee that is currently imposed on new
residential development to defray the cost of
new parks and recreation infrastructure, for
an additional five years (from 2025 to 2029).
Filed by the Carmel Department of
Community Services on behalf of the Carmel
Plan Commission. 

1.

Docket No. PZ-2024-00041 OA: Non-Dwelling
Short-Term Rental Standards UDO
Amendment.                        Info Packet

2.

The applicant seeks to amend the Unified
Development Ordinance to establish standards
and definitions for Non-Dwelling Short-Term
Rentals. Filed by the Department of Community
Services on behalf of the Carmel Plan
Commission. 
B.     Old Business.
1.      Docket No. PZ-2023-00227 PUD Amend:
Jackson’s Grant Village – Daycare.               Info
Packet
The applicant seeks PUD Amendment approval to
add the (previously known as) Cunningham parcel
into the Jackson’s Grant Village PUD. A new
Daycare use, and land swap is proposed, which
will allow for 3 additional townhome units to be
constructed. The site is located at 510 West 116th
Street and is zoned S-2/Residence and is within
the West 116th Street Overlay. Filed by Ashley
Ulbricht of Taft Law on behalf of Del DeMao of
DeMao Retail Consultants, LLC.

For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed to
tell you what is scheduled to happen and what
actually does happen in meetings paid for with
your tax dollars. The Times encourages all
citizens to take an active role in being involved in
local government.

mailto:bbutler@carmel.in.gov
https://www.facebook.com/CityofCarmel/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCehYsbi2i8jGvjkmE9cSPmg
http://carmelin.new.swagit.com/views/1
https://www.carmel.in.gov/government/departments-services/community-relations-and-economic-development/carmel-tv
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2318556&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2318556&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2318556&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2313759&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2313759&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2323174&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2312083&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2312083&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2323212&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2323212&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2312084&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2312084&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2323215&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2315677&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2315677&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2315677&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2323258&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2254920&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2254920&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2323313&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
https://cocdocs.carmel.in.gov/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=2323313&dbid=0&repo=CityofCarmel
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FOR THE RECORD
HAMILTON COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION
BOARD MEETING
 
Osprey Pointe Pavilion
19777 Morse Park Lane
Noblesville, IN 46060
 
April 15th, 2024
6:00pm Board Meeting
 
 

Call to Order 6:00pm1.
Agenda Amendments2.
Public Comments3.
Approval of March 18th, 2024 Minutes4.

 
Finance Report1.

Approval
Claims/Payroll/Transfers/Additional
Appropriations

a.

Committee Reports2.
Friends Report3.

Conservatory Capital Campaign
Assessment RFP

a.

Old Business4.
SKP Archerya.
Recreation Impact Fee Studyb.
HC Farms Master Planc.
Project Updatesd.

New Business5.
SKP Hotel Studya.

Director’s Report6.
Deputy Director’s Report7.
Additional Announcements8.

 
HAMILTON COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION
BOARD MEETING
 
Osprey Pointe Pavilion 19777 Morse Park Lane
Noblesville, IN 46060
 
April 15 6 p.m. Board Meeting

Call to Order 6:00pm1.
Agenda Amendments2.
Public Comments3.
Approval of March 18th, 2024 Minutes4.

 
Finance Report1.

Approval
Claims/Payroll/Transfers/Additional
Appropriations

a.

Committee Reports2.
Friends Report3.

Conservatory Capital Campaign
Assessment RFP

a.

Old Business4.
SKP Archerya.
Recreation Impact Fee Studyb.
HC Farms Master Planc.
Project Updatesd.

New Business5.
SKP Hotel Studya.

Director’s Report6.
Deputy Director’s Report7.
Additional Announcements8.

ADA Notice: Hamilton County, will upon request,
provide appropriate aids and services leading to
effective communication for qualified persons
with disabilities so that they can participate
equally in Hamilton County’s public meetings.
For special accommodations for a meeting
contact the ADA Facilities Coordinator/Safety &
Risk Manager at (317)-770-1976 or
dan.papineau@hamiltoncounty.in.gov at least
two (2) business days prior to the scheduled
meeting or event to request an accommodation.
Hamilton County Parks and Recreation is
committed to accommodating all individuals
with special needs. If assistance is required at
any county park event, program, or facility,
please contact the administrative office at
(317)-770-4400.
 
For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed
to tell you what is scheduled to happen and
what actually does happen in meetings paid for
with your tax dollars. The Times encourages all
citizens to take an active role in being involved
in local government.
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The Times

Traffic Safety Partnership Reminds
Drivers to put away distractions

The U.S. Department of
Transportation’s
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
(NHTSA) is launching a
national high-visibility
enforcement effort this
April to deter distracted
driving. "Distractions
behind the wheel can
have devastating
consequences,” said
Devon McDonald,
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute Executive
Director. “We urge all
motorists to focus on
the road and avoid any
activity that takes their
attention away from
driving safely."

Law enforcement
officers nationwide will
work together to enforce
texting and distracted-
driving laws and remind
people to put away
distractions while on the
road. This effort comes
during National
Distracted Driving
Awareness Month.

“Stay focused and keep
Hamilton County safe,”
said Hamilton County

Sheriff Dennis
Quakenbush.

Drivers will see
increased law
enforcement efforts, as
officers will be stopping
and ticketing anyone
who is caught texting
and driving.”

Violating Indiana’s
distracted-driving laws
can be costly. Violators
of Indiana’s hands-free
law could face a Class C
infraction with fines of
up to $500 and have
points added to their
license.

Cell phone use while
driving is dangerous and
illegal. Break the cycle.
For more information,
visit
https://www.nhtsa.gov/c
ampaign/distracted-
driving

To learn more about
Hamilton County Traffic
Safety Partnership,
please visit: 
https://www.hamiltonco
unty.in.gov/502/Traffic-
Safety

Kiwanis Club of Cicero 
Sets Annual Flower Sale

The Kiwanis Club of
Cicero is in the midst of
holding its most-popular
and top-selling
fundraiser of the year –
its annual flower and
plant sale.

“We are delighted to
announce the eagerly
awaited return of our
Annual Flower and Plant
Sale, an event that
promises to infuse color
and vitality into the
heart of our
communities,” Club
President Todd
Clevenger said. “This
year’s sale aims to
surpass previous
successes, uniting
residents in a
celebration of nature
while supporting so
many worthy causes.”

Each year, the Flower
and Plant sale serves as
a vital fundraiser for the
Cicero Club, enabling the
organization to continue
its invaluable work
throughout our
communities. Proceeds
from the sale will
directly contribute to
initiatives aimed at
enhancing the lives of
children from education
programs to youth
development initiatives. 

“Our annual Flower and
Plant sales go right back
into our communities,”
said Dottie Carlson, the
event chair. “We sponsor
a number of programs
such as Books for a
Bright Future where all
elementary students
receive a free book to
call their own. King’s
Treasure where children
throughout our
communities, who may
not otherwise be able to
enjoy the joys of
Christmas morning,
receive several presents,
visit with Santa and
enjoy lunch with their
families. Our annual
scholarship program
where we provide
scholarships to
graduating seniors. Plus,
the community members
who purchase the plants,
receive the most
beautiful flowers and
plants.”

From now until Saturday
anyone wishing to place
an order may do so one
of two ways: reach out to
a Kiwanis member and
place an order through
them or go to the
website
(www.cicerokiwanis.org)
and fill out and submit
an electronic order form.
Orders will be ready for
pick on Friday, April 26
at the Cicero Park
pavilion from 2:30pm to
6:00pm.

“We do order a number
of extra top sellers every
year, so if you didn’t get
a chance to place a pre-
order you can stop by
and see if any of the
extras are what your
porch or garden needs,”
explained Carlson. “Then
if we have extras after
the sale on Friday, we
will be at the park
Saturday morning selling
those on a first-come,
first-served basis, until
they are gone.”

Fundraising partner
Hoods Garden in
Noblesville helps the
club secure the Plant
and Flower sale’s
selection of beautiful
blooms. “Hoods has
been with us from the
start,” Clevenger saod.
“We greatly appreciate
their support, as well as
the knowledge and
expertise they provide to
help ensure our annual
event is a success.”  
The Kiwanis Club of
Cicero extends a warm
invitation to all residents
of Cicero, Atlanta,
Arcadia and beyond to
join them at the annal
flower and plant sale.
“Together, let’s sow the
seed of kindness and
compassion while
celebrating the beauty
of spring,” said
Clevenger.

For more information
about the Annual Flower
and Plant sale or to learn
more about the Kiwanis
Club of Cicero and all its
community initiatives,
visit
www.cicerokiwais.org.

Blood Drive Thursday in Fishers
On Thursday, a blood
drive is taking place at
IU Health Saxony
Hospital on 136th
Street in Fishers. This
is part of the National
Volunteer Month
efforts from the
American Red Cross.
The drive begins at 2
p.m. and goes until 6
p.m.

The Red Cross is asking
donors to help protect
the blood supply by
making and keeping
blood or platelet
donation
appointments in the
weeks ahead. Donors
of all blood types –
especially type O
blood donors and
those giving platelets –
are needed now to
keep the blood supply
strong enough to
support critical patient
care this spring.

The Red Cross
depends on thousands
of volunteer blood
donors to collect

about 12,000 blood
donations every single
day. With no substitute for
blood and no way to
manufacture it, volunteer
donors are essential in
transfusion care. Blood
drives and donation
centers also depend on
the generosity and
valuable time of those who
make it possible for the
Red Cross to help people
in need.

Spring into action – book a
time to give lifesaving
blood or platelets now by
visiting
RedCrossBlood.org, calling
1-800-RED CROSS or by
using the Red Cross Blood
Donor App. Those who
come to give April 8-28,
2024, will receive a $10 e-
gift card to a merchant of
choice, plus be
automatically entered to
win a $7,000 gift card.

There will be two lucky
winners. See
RedCrossBlood.org/Spring
for details.

THE TIMES

Thank you for 
subscribing!

https://www.youtube.com/@ourgenerationwiththetimes
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FUN Fest and Noblesville Mayor's Youth Council's Culture Fair Friday

Noblesville is gearing up
for a celebration unlike
any other as it prepares
to host SERVE
Noblesville’s FUN Fest in
partnership with the
Noblesville Mayor's
Youth Council's Culture
Fair on April 12th, from 6
to 8 pm at the
Noblesville School's
Community Center at
1775 Field Dr. This
collaborative event
promises to be a vibrant
showcase of the city's
diverse cultural heritage
and its rapidly growing
community spirit.

Student initiation is at
the core of this
collaboration and event.
This project was the
vision of organizer
Vaibhav Patel entering
the Mayor’s Youth
Council, and the essence
of this project was
captured by the young
leaders of the Mayor’s
Youth Council’s
Diversity Focus Group.
“This project does not
only represent a project
that I’m profoundly
passionate about,”
states organizer Vaibhav
Patel, “but this is a
legacy from last year
that I wanted to expand
upon.” 

Highlighting the essence
of Noblesville,
organizers emphasize
that the event is more
than just a festival; it's
an opportunity for
residents, both old and
new, to come together
and celebrate the
unique tapestry of
cultures that make the
city so special.

With a history deeply
rooted in small-town
charm, Noblesville has
experienced remarkable
growth in recent years,
with nearly a 40%
increase in population
over the past decade.
This influx of residents
presents a unique
opportunity to honor
the city's rich heritage
while embracing the
diverse perspectives
and traditions that
newcomers bring.
 
"We have the unique
opportunity to uphold
the roots of this
community that have
nurtured and sustained
us as we simultaneously
embrace and cultivate
the newer branches that
now call Noblesville
home," remarked Patrick
Propst, the Executive
Director of SERVE
Noblesville "This is the
space we get to come
together to celebrate all
things Noblesville and
showcase the #1 asset
that makes our town so
undeniably awesome:
our people!"
 
FUN of FUN Fest, stands
for Food, Unity and
Neighbors. Food, often
considered the universal
language of community,
will take center stage at
the festival. From
traditional dishes
passed down from one
generation to the next to
cultural dishes shared
among the delectable
delights being offered,
attendees will have the
opportunity to embark
on a culinary journey like
no other.

"Food is the ultimate
vehicle for bringing
people together! It
allows us to share our
culture and traditions
with others, provide
nourishment, and step
out of our comfort zones
to experience new
flavors and cuisines,"
said Lexie Rock, City of
Noblesville Community
Relations Manager. “I
look forward to the
Mayor’s Youth Council
hosting their Culture
Fair alongside SERVE
Noblesville through
these welcoming and
fun events happening in
our community.” 
 
In addition to culinary
delights, the festival will
feature booths
representing the myriad
cultural facets of
Noblesville. Attendees
can expect to immerse
themselves in diverse
traditions, languages,
games, and more,
fostering a greater sense 

of community
connection and
belonging.
 
"We stand united with
our neighbors--everyone
is welcome who
welcomes everyone!"
emphasized organizers.

The event aims to
promote unity and
mutual understanding
among residents,
regardless of their
backgrounds or origins.
Organisations hope to
strengthen the bonds
that tie the Noblesville
community together by
celebrating diversity and
inclusivity.
 
“We want to expand our
shared sense of
belonging and ensure
that it includes every
individual—thus, every
culture—within our
diverse community,"
stated student
organizer, Vaibhav, a
Junior at Noblesville

High School. "When we
are strongly connected,
we stand united and are
able to work toward our
common goal: to keep
Noblesville a convivial
and welcoming place to
live."

From long-time
residents whose families
have shaped the city's
history to newcomers
eager to contribute their
unique perspectives, the
festival invites everyone
to join in the
celebration.
 
"If your family laid the
foundations of this
community back in 1823,
this festival is for YOU. If
you relocated here last
week from out of town,
this festival is for YOU,"
urged Patrick. "Please
join us as we showcase
what this place is all
about."
 
Booth applications are
currently open to those
interested in sharing
their cultural heritage
with the community.
Whether it's a cherished
family recipe, traditional
attire, or customs
passed down through
generations, organizers
encourage residents to
participate and
celebrate the diverse
mosaic that is
Noblesville.

Hosting a booth at
the Noblesville Fun
Fest is free of charge,
with organizers
welcoming all
contributions that
promote cultural
exchange and
community cohesion.
 
As Noblesville
prepares to come
together for this
momentous occasion,
residents young and
old eagerly anticipate
a celebration of unity,
diversity, and the
vibrant spirit of their
beloved city.
 
For those interested
in hosting a booth or
participating in the
festivities, more
information and
booth applications
can be found on the
event's website -
www.servenoblesville
.com. 
 
Booth sponsorships
to help families offset
the cost of the food
are also available,
contact us
info@servevillage.org
to learn more. 
 
Join us as we
celebrate all things
Noblesville and the
incredible people
who call it home!

Thank you for 
subscribing!

https://www.youtube.com/@ourgenerationwiththetimes
http://www.servenoblesville.com/
http://www.servenoblesville.com/
mailto:info@servevillage.org

