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RICK GADBERRY 
for subscribing!

NONE

Keep your fingers away from your
eyes if you want to minimize your

chances of getting “pink eye.”

 Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. 

Hamilton 
Happenings

The 3rd Annual Indianapolis-
Carmel Children’s Festival is set
for April 27, noon to 3 p.m. at
Civic Square in downtown
Carmel. There are new, neat
things planned for this family
festival. I and a great way to
engage with the community.
Families from Carmel, Fishers,
Zionsville, Hamilton County,
Indianapolis and the
surrounding area will enjoy
stage entertainment (magicians
/ musicians), carnival games,
mini golf, petting zoo, bounce
houses, shopping, items for
home, resources for families
(care, classes, education, and
more) and connections to local
area businesses.

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3

See PAULA on Page A5

The
earthquake
that recently
shook New
York and New
Jersey
reminded me
how fortunate
Hamilton

April is National Safe Digging
Month and CenterPoint Energy
and the Common Ground Alliance
encourage customers to follow
safe digging practices. Anyone
planning a project that requires
digging should contact 811 at
least two days prior to their work
starting to have underground
utilities located for free. This
includes home projects, including
building a fence, planting trees,
installing a deck, placing a mailbox
or laying a patio. Not only is it the
law, but digging without knowing
the location of underground
utilities can result in serious
injury, service disruptions, fines
and costly repairs.
 
“It's a Bird... It's a Plane... It's
Superman!” No, it was mysterious
streaks of light that filled the sky
above California recently. Some
guessed that it was the SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket that took off from
Vandenberg Space Force Base.
Others guessed it was streaks of
light caused by a falling space
module. Whatever it was, it was,
indeed, an amazing celestial event
that lit up the dark night sky and
provided earthlings with a lot to
talk about.   

Earlier this month was the 50th
anniversary of Hammerin' Hank
Aaron’s 715th home run that
broke Babe Ruth’s record. On
April 8, 1974 the homer was
captured on film by Charlie Russo.
Now, The Associated Press
reports that “the 81-year-old
Russo is releasing his long-private
footage of the moment,” what he
calls a truly “magical” moment.

County has been. While it’s
not unusual for central
Indiana to occasionally
experience a few tremors,
earthquakes are more likely
to impact the
southwestern corner of the
state.

Nevertheless, several
quakes have rattled this
county during my lifetime.
Most have been relatively
minor and were, therefore,
forgettable, but a few
stand out in my memory,
like 2010’s 3.8 magnitude
quake. The epicenter of
that one was a little east of
Kokomo, near Greentown.

According to the
Indianapolis Star, that was
the first officially recorded
earthquake in north central
Indiana and it may have
been the first for the
Sharpsville Fault, a small
fault that runs between
Tipton and Howard
counties.

It hit in the morning while I
was still in bed. I don’t
really remember the bed
shaking, so the tremors
couldn’t have been that
bad, but I clearly recall the
roar that accompanied
them. I had no idea what I’d
heard until I turned on the
television.

In 1987, a 5.2 magnitude
earthquake struck near
Lawrenceville, Illinois, west
of Vincennes. That one was
felt as far away as Virginia
and Ontario, Canada.

Here in Hamilton County,
walls, furniture and
people’s nerves were
jolted. Several glass jars of
fruit juice were knocked to
the floor in Kenley’s
supermarket and the
outside arch on the east
stairwell of the county
courthouse was damaged.

I happened to be walking
on the IU campus at
Bloomington when that
one took place. Because I
was outdoors, I didn’t even
know there’d been an
earthquake until later, even
though I was closer to the
epicenter than the people
here were.

My cousin, the Dancing
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BETSY
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Hannah Beechler
epitomizes the
four qualities --
dependability,
service,
leadership and
patriotism ---
that define a
Daughters of the

American Revolution (DAR)
Good Citizen.

The 18-year-old Cicero
resident, a senior at
Hamilton Heights High
School, is the 2024 Good
Citizen of the Year, awarded
by the Daughters of the
American Revolution,
Horseshoe Prairie Chapter.
She is the daughter of Jeff
and Emily Beechler and the
granddaughter of Iris
Beechler, a school nurse at
Hamilton Heights for 25
years.

She accepted the Good
Citizen of the Year award
recently during a special
DAR Awards Tea at the
Noblesville Township
Community Center. She
received a certificate, DAR
Good Citizen pin and a large
American flag that was flown
over the U.S. Capitol in her

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant

mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by

the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

“News is something someone
wants suppressed. Everything else
is just advertising.”
William Randolph Hearst

Maybe a fool and his money are
soon parted. For the rest of us, it
happens every April 15.

Heights senior is DAR Good Citizen of the Year

 honor. Lantzer was among
2024 DAR Good Citizen
winners representing eight
areas in and around
Hamilton County.

What’s it mean to be a good
citizen?

“To me, being a good citizen
means using one’s voice to
better society and
maintaining an open mind,”
Beechler said. “I think there
is so much unnecessary
bitterness and hate in the
world, and if more people
prioritized these two things,
we would see so much
change for the better. In
order for a community to be
effective, people have to see
each other as human beings
with voices that matter and
have to actively choose not
to let differences divide.”

Why is it important to
Beechler to be a good
citizen?

 “It is important to be a good
citizen because it allows for
society to become a little bit
better every day. While we
often feel like we are too
small to make a difference,

Photo courtesy of Hannah
Beechler

Hannah Beechler is
Daughters of the American
Revolution, Horseshoe
Prairie Chapter, Good
Citizen of the Year 2024.

Photo courtesy of Sue Eckl

The Daughters of the American Revolution Horseshoe Prairie
Chapter recently announced Hannah Beechler (third from
right) of Hamilton Heights High School as their DAR Good
Citizen for 2024. Other recognized high school DAR Good
Citizen senior honorees from local high schools were (from
left to right) Delaney Grider (Fishers High School), Emerson
Barrett (Carmel High School), Emma Alexander (Sheridan High
School), Gianna Conover (Guerin High School), Hannah
Beechler, Meghan Haws (Hamilton Southeastern High School)
and Emerson Merrell (Tipton High School). (Not pictured,
Bridget Green from Westfield High School.)

when every day individuals
dedicate themselves to
becoming good citizens, real
change happens.”

What stood out most about
her to the DAR judges? 

“I think what stood out most
about myself was my
dedication to inclusivity,”
said Beechler, who will
graduate in spring 2024. “I
have grown up in a
community where most
people look like me, and yet,
I have been fortunate
enough to have an incredibly
diverse range of
experiences. With that being
said, I think these
experiences have heavily
influenced my views on
citizenship and made my
essay stand out.” 

The Good Citizen Award and
Scholarship Contest was
partially based on an essay,
“Our American Heritage and
Our Responsibility for
Preserving It,” with the
question, “What are the civic
responsibilities of a good
citizen and why are these
duties, activities and
behaviors important to the
shaping of the America you
hope to experience?” 

See BETSY on Page A6
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Nadia Comaneci? She
was the first to do it at
the 1976 Montreal
Olympics. Mary Lou
Retton came along a
dozen years later and
scored a 10 for the home
team. Movie fans might
remember Bo Derek in
the 1979 movie with the
same title.

Symbolists see 10 as an
important number, in
part because it’s the
answer to 1+2+3+4. The
metric system is based
on the number 10.

Back when a lot of us
were in school, 10 was
the base number in math
– and thank God for that!
I struggled so much that
one of the sisters at Our
Lady of Grace told my
Mom that I was the
reason she had penance.

Ten. For whatever
reason, we seem to not
only look at it favorably,
but it makes some sense
to us in an odd sort of
way. No real idea why.

A few weeks ago, most
Christians celebrated
Easter. And pardon me,
won’t you please, for
heading into a little bit
on religion. I know, I
know, we’re not
supposed to talk about
religion, politics or sex in
polite company.

Hey, two out of three
ain’t bad, right?

As my pal KP says,
anywho, I sat through
three Easter services . . .
stop it! At my age, I can
use all the help I can get.
And I couldn’t stop
reflecting a bit on one
particular part – the
mystery of faith.

Only one of the services
was Catholic, and
harking back again to
those Our Lady of Grace
days, a recitation of such
was part of the service.
The priest would say the
phrase and we would
respond with: Christ has
died, Christ has risen,
Christ will come again.
That was it. Simple. Easy. 

It seems like
we always
have known
that 10
means
perfection.

Remember

It’s a Perfect 10
Ten words.

Yup, 10.

Those 10 spoke volumes,
didn’t they?

They define Christianity.

Regardless of
denomination, Christians
tend to believe that
Jesus of Nazareth was
tortured and killed by
the Romans on Friday,
walked out of the tomb
on Sunday and 40 days
later ascended into
heaven.

It’s just 10 words. Christ
has died. Christ has
risen, Christ will come
again.

OK, OK, I can sense some
eyes starting to roll. Fear
not, this isn’t turning into
a long sermon. Heck, I
just sat through three of
them. I get it.

But doesn’t it feel like
the world is spiraling
dangerously close to out
of control? If you were
forced to tell the
absolute truth from the
deepest part of your
being, would you think
Sodom and Gomorrah
were much worse than
where we are today?

No, I’m not ending with
predictions about “end
of days” or anything like
that. I am a believer, and
I believe the passage in
the Bible that tells us no
man will know when the
end is coming. All I really
know is that a lot of
things are changing.

Changing rapidly.

Those 10 words give me
hope. They provide
comfort. Both seem to
be in short supply right
now.

Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in
The Times. Timmons is
the chief executive
officer of Sagamore
News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is
also a proud Noblesville
High School graduate
and can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes24-
7.com.

Noblesville Councilor Aaron
Smith Joins Jensen on List

Noblesville Common
Councilor Aaron Smith
has joined Mayor Chris
Jensen as honorees by
an Indianapolis
publication.

Smith was named to
the Indianapolis
Business Journal’s
“Forty Under 40.” Each
year, the award seeks
to celebrate the
unique
accomplishments of
central Indiana’s
business, government
and non-profit leaders.

“We’ve embraced
Noblesville’s
challenges and
opportunities in a
unique way over the
past five years, and
organizations like the
IBJ have taken notice,”
Smith said. “I’m
grateful to work
alongside Mayor Chris
Jensen, our council,
and a dynamic
administration to
enhance the quality of
life in Noblesville.”

As the council’s
president in 2023,
Smith’s leadership
proved pivotal in
driving several key
initiatives forward. He
played a crucial role in
the successful effort
to bring the Pacers’ G-
League team to
Noblesville and central
Indiana. Smith also
championed a
groundbreaking salary
increase for
Noblesville’s public
safety officials and led
negotiations on the
high-profile Pulte/Del
Webb development to
ensure the project
aligned with the city’s
long-term vision for
Wayne Township.

Jensen, who was
named to the IBJ
“Forty Under 40” list in
2020, has had the
privilege of working
closely with Smith
during his first term,
especially during his
time as council
president.

“Aaron’s impact on
Noblesville’s growth

over the past four years
is undeniable, but it’s
his strategic mindset
that truly sets him
apart,” said Jensen.
“Aaron’s leadership will
be crucial in ensuring
Noblesville’s success
for years to come.”

Jensen noted Smith’s
leadership as
indispensable in
maintaining a
productive working
relationship with other
elected officials in
Hamilton County,
particularly during the
first year of the
Reimagine Pleasant
Street project.

“The entirety of this
long-overdue
infrastructure project
runs through his
district, and he’s been
one of the most crucial
council members
helping the city
champion this difficult
development. His
efforts have played an
essential role in
keeping Pleasant Street
on time and on
budget,” Jensen said.

Smith currently serves
as the 3rd District
representative on the
Noblesville Council,
leads the Downtown
District Committee,
and previously served
as the council
president and vice
president. He and his
wife, Bronwen, live in
downtown Noblesville
with their two kids.
Smith also owns a small
business with offices
on the square and
serves on the boards of
Noblesville Main Street
and the Noblesville
Chamber of Commerce
Foundation.

Aaron Smith

Dueling Texas pianists
Cameron Cody and
James Kelly will perform
Friday at 7 p.m. in the
Wabash Avenue
Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary in
Crawfordsville. This is
the third event in the
2024 Concerts on the
Corner series. Facebook
favorites, Cam and
James, from Houston
perform contemporary
and traditional gospel
music as well as
Broadway tunes and jazz.

Cody is an
internationally
recognized concert
artist, conductor, and
organist. He presently
serves as Director of
Music and Principal
Organist at Chapelwood
United Methodist
Church in Houston,
Texas. Kelly is a
professional pianist,
singer, and Director of
Contemporary Worship
and Music at the

Chapelwood Church.

Wabash Avenue Church
is excited to bring this
talented duo where
they will use its Yamaha
baby grand, the electric
piano, and pipe organ.
The free concert is
presented to the
community in
recognition of the
church’s 200th year
worshiping in and
serving Montgomery
County. A free-will
offering collected at the
concert will support
Trinity Life Ministry.

Two fall 2024 concerts
will feature Freetown
Village Singers and The
Tad Robinson Band.
Organizers emphasized
that the mission of
Concerts on the Corner
is to spread the love of
God through the joy of
music. All are welcome
and encouraged to
attend.

International Talents
Appearing in Indiana Church

FOR THE RECORD
CICERO TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2024 at 7:00 PM
Call to Order:
Declare a Quorum Present:
Approval of Agenda:
Approval of Prior Minutes:
Town Council Meeting Minutes, April 2, 2024, 7:00
PM
Town Council Executive Session Memorandum,
April 2, 2024, 7:45 PM
Approval of 4/16/2024 Claims (emailed):
Council Committee Reports:
1.      OTC Report –
2.      EDC Report –
3.      SWU Management Board Report –
Legal Counsel Report – Aaron Culp:
Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission
Report
Town Engineer Report – Keith Bryant
1.      Tamarack –

Water –1.
Wastewater –2.
Tollgate Road –3.
Brinton Street Storm Water Rehab Project –4.

Old Business:
New Business:

Park Board MOU1.
Park Board Ordinance2.

Miscellaneous:
Baker Tilly1.
County ARPA2.
Sick Time Policy3.
Annexation4.
Annexation Ordinance 04-16-2024-01
(annexation petition emailed)

5.

Foley & Lardner Letter (emailed)6.
Comments by Citizens:
Motion to Adjourn:
Signatures on Official Documents!
The Next Cicero Town Council Meeting will be on
May 8, 2024 at 7:00 PM at Cicero Town Hall.

For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed to
tell you what is scheduled to happen and what
actually does happen in meetings paid for with
your tax dollars. The Times encourages all
citizens to take an active role in being involved in
local government.

 Noblesville Lions Get Guidelines for Grillin’
Earlier this month the
Noblesville Lions Club hosted
Melissa Ackerman and Amy
Ayers to speak on food safety.
Melissa and Amy work for the
county health department and
came to update the club on its
food safety guidelines. The club
presents food service at some of
their events, and wanted to be
updated on any guideline
requirements. The presentation
was very detailed and covered
many subjects. Some of the
 areas covered were permits and paperwork, food transportation,
handwashing, serving, cooking and grilling, food handling, cold storage,
reheating, cleaning and sanitizing, etc. With the “Grillin’ on the Square”
coming up the end of May; the club wanted to be sure the event was safe,
tasty, and fun for everyone! 

From left, Lions’ VP Jeff Zozicki thanks Melissa
Ackerman and Amy Ayers

THE TIMES

Thank you for
subscribing!
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Librarian, vividly
remembers the 1968 5.4
magnitude quake that
shook 23 states. That
quake’s epicenter was
also in Illinois, between
Carbondale and
Evansville.

The DL was working as a
page in Sheridan’s
Carnegie library at the
time. She told me she
felt the old library
building rise up, then go
back down again, like it
had hiccuped.

Another earthquake

that sticks in my
memory is the one that
DIDN’T happen.

In 1990, climatologist
Iben Browning created a
panic when he
announced there was a
high probability a major
earthquake rivaling the
1811 and 1812 New
Madrid quakes would
strike the Midwest
around Dec. 3.

I think that was the first
time I’d ever heard of
the New Madrid
earthquakes. (They were

named for the fault
zone located near New
Madrid, Missouri.)

Spread out between
December, 1811, and
February, 1812, that
series of quakes and the
aftershocks that
followed were the
strongest in this
country’s history.
They’ve been estimated
to have measured
somewhere between 7.2
and 8.8 on the Richter
scale. (The estimates
vary because there
were no instruments

around then to
accurately measure the
quakes’ magnitudes.)

If the country hadn’t
been so sparsely
populated at that time,
the damage would have
been catastrophic.
Newspaper accounts tell
of cups and plates
rattling in Washington,
DC, church bells ringing
in Boston and people
screaming in the streets
of Pittsburgh. The
Mississippi River even
reversed course for
several hours!

It’s easy to see why
Browning’s prediction
scared the daylights out
of everyone. 
Although that
earthquake never
materialized, that
doesn’t mean we’re in
the clear. Since
earthquakes can’t
actually be predicted
and we never know
when a major quake will
hit, it’s good to review
safety procedures
beforehand.

The standard advice
used to be to stand in a

doorway or go outside
during an earthquake. Now
it’s “Drop, Cover and Hold
On,” as in Drop to the floor,
Cover your head (crawl
under a table or desk) and
Hold On until the shaking
stops.
A number of websites can
provide more details. Just
search the term
“earthquake safety.”
 

Paula Dunn’s From Time to
Thyme column appears on
Wednesdays in The Times.
Contact her at
younggardenerfriend
@gmail.com



The Times, serving Noblesville and Hamilton CountyA6 Wednesday, April 17, 2024   

BETSY From Page A1

“The civic
responsibilities I believe
categorize a good citizen
are using one’s voice to
better society, exhibiting
an open mind, and
protecting the freedoms
granted to them and
others,” Beechler wrote
in her essay.

“I feel Hannah has a
great strength of
character. She cares
very deeply about her
friends, family and how
she represents herself,
Hamilton Heights High
School AP World and
U.S. History and
Economics teacher
Travis Kauffman wrote in
Beechler’s
recommendation letter
for the award. Kauffman
referred to Beechler as
“an activist and
advocate for causes that
she cares deeply about.
These often are in
support of those that
have fewer opportunities
and less of a voice than
she has. Her
compassion, empathy
and genuineness has
made our community
and school a better
place.”

Hamilton Heights
teacher Joy Volz had
Beechler for three years
in class, in an
accelerated English class
and in Etymology class
as well as being her
teacher’s assistant. “She
is truly a rare gem
whether it is challenging
herself in the classroom
(or) giving selflessly of
her time â€¦. She loves
learning and being
challenged to think, and I
absolutely loved her
open-mindedness.” Volz
refers to Beechler as “a
standout.” She said, “It’s
just who she is.”

“‘Typical’ does not
describe Hannah
Beechler! I would call
Hannah Beechler a Rock
Star, and Hannah
Beechler would say she
is just a typical high
school student who is
searching to find herself
just like every other
teenager.” 

Beechler enjoys helping
others. “What satisfies
me most about
volunteering is the
ability to not only
improve the lives of
others but to better
myself and my
perspectives on the
world.” Her favorite way
to volunteer has been
being a part of her
school’s unified sports
program for students
with and without special

needs to play together
on the same team. 

She will graduate this
spring with a Core 40
Diploma and Academic
Honors. At the end of
her junior year, she had
a cumulative grade
point average of 4.238
and her class rank was
four among 188
students.  

“The person who
inspires me most is my
youth pastor, Amber.
While her life has been
anything but easy, she
handles any obstacle
that comes her way with
strength and dignity.
She loves people in a
way that is so special
and gives back to her
community by pouring
into the people around
her.”

In June 2022, Beechler
became “the first
woman to preach on
stage at my church,”
she said. Her message
centered around mental
health.

In high school, Beechler
has been student
government class
president all four years
and has been involved
in Bring Change to Mind,
Drama Club, Huskies for
the Cross, unified flag
football and Business
Professionals of
America all four years.
She has been involved
in National Honor
Society, varsity tennis,
unified track and field,
Bradford Woods
counseling staff, Husky
Ambassadors, Spanish
Club and more. She has
competed and excelled
in speech and more. She
organized a youth group
trip to Exodus, refugee
center in Indianapolis,
to help families by
building furniture. She
is on the Cicero
Christian Church
worship team and
children’s ministry. Her
part-time jobs have
included Cicero ballpark
ticketing and
concessions,
elementary tutor and
Mill Top Banquet and
Conference Center
event associate.

She plans to double
major in marketing and
communications at
University of Cincinnati
and minor in sports
administration and
become involved in the
Honors College there,
plus work on campus to
pay for student loans.
Beechler hopes to work
in the marketing sector

of the baseball industry.

Beechler said, “My three
most important life
goals are to pursue a
career that I love and
allows me to give back,
to intentionally make
the people around me
feel seen and loved, and
above all, to do
everything in a way that
glorifies God.” 

All of the finalists -- who
represented their
respective schools --
had impressive resumes
with many high school
activities, achievements
and areas of special
interests, way too many
to mention all of their
accolades.

Each student
contestant wrote an
essay without the use of
reference materials,
according to contest
rules.

Noblesville’s Horseshoe
Prairie Chapter of DAR
presents the Good
Citizen Award each year
to one graduating
senior.

While the winners from
each school all have
good grades, being
honored as a DAR Good
Citizen is so much more
than good grades.
It means you’ve given
back to the community,
to your school, to your
church and to your
family, and that you
were voted on by your
peers and by your
administrators.
Each year at the DAR
Good Citizen of the Year
Tea, winners from each
participating school
attend, read their
essays and receive DAR
Good Citizen Pins. The
winners then pose for
photos and enjoy cake
served by the ladies of
the DAR. 

Other Good Citizen
finalists representing
each of their
participating high
schools included:
Emerson Grace Barrett,
representing Carmel
High School; Delaney
Brooke Brider, Fishers
High School; Gianna
Louise Marie Conover,
Guerin High School;
Meghan Haws, Hamilton
Southeastern High
School; Emma Madison
Alexander, Sheridan
High School; Emerson
Nicole Merrell, Tipton
High School; and
Bridget Marie Green,
Westfield High School.

The National Society

Daughters of the
American Revolution
(DAR) is a women’s
service organization
whose members can
trace their lineage to an
individual who
contributed to securing
American independence
during the
Revolutionary War,
according to DAR’s Sue
Eckl. Today’s DAR has
dynamic and diverse
members in 4,000
chapters in the United
States and abroad. DAR
members annually
provide millions of
hours of volunteer
service to their local 

communities across the
country and world. DAR
chapters participate in
projects to promote
historic preservation,
education, and
patriotism. Over one
million members have
joined the organization
since its founding in
1890. 

Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-
7.com. 

Thank 
you 
for 

subscribing!


