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The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

KERCHEVAL FUNERAL HOME
for subscribing!

None

Skipping meals is not a good way
to try and lose weight – eat

smaller meals more frequently.

 Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. 

Hamilton 
Happenings

Noblesville’s Micah Beckwith, a GOP
candidate for Lt. Governor, reached out
to Sen. Mike Braun after the recent
primary win Braun enjoyed.
“Congratulations to Sen. Mike Braun on
his resounding victory,” Beckwith wrote.
“He is going to be a great governor for
Indiana with his strong belief that
Indiana’s best days are ahead of us.
With his leadership on jobs, parental
rights, protecting life, supporting our
law enforcement and cutting taxes, I
know that Hoosiers will thrive. I look
forward to working with him to win this
race in November and bringing
conservative leadership to Indiana.”

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3
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In the
nineteenth and
early 20th
centuries,
before all the
school
consolidations,
every township
in Hamilton

The Indiana Association of Area
Agencies on Aging wants Hoosiers
to know they need to fill vacancies
on the Commission on Aging and
CHOICE Board. Virtual participation
is available, offering flexibility to
interested candidates who may not
be able to attend meetings in
person. The Commission on Aging is
seeking five new candidates and
the CHOICE Board is seeking six.
Email DAComments@fssa.in.gov to
request application paperwork or
seek clarification on any queries.

The 2024 Chevrolet Corvette E-Ray
3LZ coupe – the quickest
production Corvette in history –
will lead the field to the green flag
for the 108th Indianapolis 500 on
May 26 at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. The Corvette E-Ray is
the only sports car pairing two
separate propulsion systems to
provide naturally aspirated V-8
power with electrified
responsiveness powered by eAWD,
making it one like none. Arctic white
exterior paint and two-tone jet
black and natural interior accents,
inspired by fighter jets, pair nicely
with the Indianapolis 500 logos on
the Pace Car.

Indiana Attorney General Todd
Rokita is co-leading a 25-state
lawsuit that seeks to overturn an
invasive new U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency rule that
threatens the reliability of our
power grid and will once again jack
up utility costs for regular,
everyday Hoosiers. “Hardworking
Hoosiers and businesses depend on
reliable energy at affordable
prices,” Rokita said. “They
understand these draconian
measures are chasing unrealistic
goals and will do nothing to actually
improve our already good air
quality. They also know the
importance of protecting the
authority of state and local
government against power-hungry
unelected federal bureaucrats. This
lawsuit is all about standing up for
Hoosiers on all these counts.”

County was dotted with
small schoolhouses. These
township schools were
where the children who
lived on farms and in the
county’s smaller
communities received their
education.

I’ve considered writing
about township schools
before, but to be honest,
it’s not an easy subject to
deal with. I learned that
when I was doing research
for “A Brief History of
Noblesville.”

For one thing, the list of
schools in each township
was never static. Over the
years, many a schoolhouse
closed and was replaced by
a new building which might
or might not have the same
name, number, or location.

Another problem is that
many township schools
were primarily, or even
solely, known by their
numbers — e.g. Washington
Township School No. 1 —
and for some reason
newspapers.com doesn’t
handle search terms like
“No. 1” very well.

Schools known by a name
in addition to a designated
number are generally
easier to research.

Sometimes those schools
were named for the
teacher and sometimes for
the person who donated
the land for the
schoolhouse. Sometimes
the name came from the
school’s location, e.g.
Noblesville Township’s
Federal Hill School on
Federal Hill.

Other schools had colorful
names for which I’ve found
no explanation, e.g. Wayne
Township’s Tick Ridge,
Adams Township’s Hen
Peck and White River
Township’s Fairy Glade.

That brings us to why I’m
writing about schools at
this time of year.

Several weeks ago Gary
Rhodes asked about the
Jackson Township school
called Bear Slide. He said
he’d noticed some old
concrete steps on the
north side of 226th Street,

Columnist

BETSY
REASON

When Noblesville
First United
Methodist
Church’s pipe
organ committee
chairperson
David Meats
joined the
committee, it

wasn’t to lead the cause to
build a new pipe organ. 

“I actually joined the
committee with a motive to
shut it down or at least
reduce the price by a few
hundred thousand dollars,”
said Meats, 77, Carmel, a
church member of 36 years
and who, at the time, knew
“absolutely nothing about
pipe organs.”

But “the long story short,”
the more research Meats
did, the more he learned.
Meats discovered how pipe
organs are made, why pipe
organs cost so much,
alternatives to new pipe
organs, how to fundraise,
how to apply for grants and
more.

“I would report all of my See BETSY on Page A2

Going on a Bear
(Slide) Hunt

Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good, a
strong hold in the day of

trouble; and He knoweth them
that trust in Him.

“To plant a garden is to believe in
tomorrow.”
Audrey Hepburn

The boss told the gym trainer he
burned up 1,500 calories that
morning. She told him that was
good and walked away. His
workout partner asked him how he
did it and he smiled and said he
burnt the cake he had in the oven!

Trench Collapse Claims Life of Elwood Man
An Elwood man died after a
trench collapsed near 146th
Street and River Road.

Shortly after 9:45 a.m. on
Monday, the Noblesville Fire
Department was called to
help free a worker after the
trench he was working in
collapsed. Units arrived
within six minutes to find co-
workers frantically digging to
free the victim. NFD crews
immediately began working
to free the unresponsive
victim trapped to his
shoulders in the trench.
Unfortunately the man,
identified as 21-year-old
Shawn Young, was
pronounced dead on the
scene.

Witnesses stated Young was
installing a water line when
the trench suddenly caved
in.

collapse is dangerous
because the event happens
very quickly, leaving a small
amount of time to react due
to the weight and pressure
of the dirt and soil. Rescue
workers used premade
barriers and pistons to shore
up the walls and prevent a
secondary collapse. Once
secured, the walls allowed
firefighters to enter the
trench and begin freeing the
victim. Paddack's Wrecker &
Heavy Transport supplied a
Vac Truck, which firefighters
used to help move loose dirt
and soil away from the
victim. NFD worked
alongside the Westfield Fire
Department, Noblesville
Police Department,
Hamilton County Sheriff's
Office, Paddack's Wrecker &
Heavy Transport, and the
City of Noblesville Utilities
Department.

The rescue operation was led
by the NFD Tactical Rescue
Team. Its team members
maintain a Technician level
Trench Rescue Certification
and train regularly to be
prepared for this type of
emergency. This type of

Photo courtesy Noblesville Fire Department

NFD members work to free a
worker trapped after a
trench collapse.

Come Sunday to Hear, See Historic Moment

Photo courtesy of David Meats

Noblesville First United Methodist Church organist Al Lucas of
Fishers last Sunday plays the church’s new pipe organ, which
will be dedicated during a celebratory concert and reception
at 4 p.m. Sunday with the community invited.

findings at each pipe organ
committee meeting.” Then
during one of the meetings,
the church’s director of
music Jeff Wright, who was
also on the committee,
asked Meats to be the
committee’s chairperson.

“I had not only convinced
the committee, but I had

convinced myself that
repairing, restoring or
replacing the current 57-
year-old pipe organ was
necessary,” Meats said. It’s
been six years since he took
over to lead the church’s
pipe organ committee, which
invites the community to see
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Weejuns has waited for
the phone to ring
around graduation
time. Surely there is
some learned
institution out there in
need of a graduation
speaker who can
impart a little wisdom,
knowledge, wit and
humor on the
young’uns we’re about
to unleash on the world
(heavy emphasis on the
word little)?

You’d think Noblesville
High School would call,
after all I spoke at my
graduation coming up
on what, almost 50
years ago? Fifty years?
Maybe instead of
griping about not
getting called I should
be thankful I’m still
upright and taking solid
food.

So, for all those soon-
to-be graduates
wandering around out
there, let me save you
90 minutes in a
cramped, way-too-hot
gym or auditorium and
give you a virtual
rendition that will
probably stick with you
about as long as the
one you’ll get in the
aforementioned
uncomfortable place.

So, without further 
ado . . .

Greetings distinguished
. . . aw heck, you know
who you are so let’s
skip the formalities,
shall we.

Hey y’all.

First off, let me sum up
graduation speeches
for the last century or
so . . . it’s a new
chapter, set your goals
high, you can conquer
the world, blah, blah,
blah.

‘Nuff said on that.

Now, let’s talk some
truth. Actually, let’s
start with THE truth.
You see you’ve grown
up hearing the phrase
“your truth” or “their
truth.” Thing is, there’s
only one truth.
Opinions? Oh heck,
what’s the old saying
about opinions and
cowboy boots?
Opinions are plenty.
Truth? Pretty simple.
Oh, and one more thing
on the big T word
before we move on –
you don’t have to like
it. There is no
requirement anywhere
that the truth is
friendly, or mean, or
any other adjective you
want to attach. The
truth is what it is and,

For years
now, this
vagabond
journalist
with a
seersucker
suit and
worn out

BETSY From Page A1

and hear the church’s
new pipe organ during a
celebratory concert and
reception at 4 p.m. this
Sunday at Noblesville
First United Methodist
Church. The new pipe
organ, which cost more
than half a million
dollars, and all paid for
with donations, sits in
the front middle of the
church sanctuary, which
seats nearly 400 people.

“The organ sounds like
an orchestra, and its
sounds engulf and unite
us into a community of
faith,” Meats said
proudly. 

The new pipe organ has
greatly accomplished
the church’s three
primary goals, Meats
said: “Its rich and full
sounds support
congregational singing;
its clear and warm
sounds support our
choral music; and its
many solo voices
provide all the colors
needed for the organ’s
solo pieces playing
during worship.”

Meats said, “Our new
pipe organ has all the
tone qualities and voices
needed to engage us
emotionally and
spiritually.” He admitted
that Wright helped with
some of his wording but
is glad that he joined the
committee and led the
cause. He shared the
story.

Noblesville First UMC’s
pipe organ was 57 years
old and beyond its
lifespan.

An attempted
restoration in the 1990s
damaged the organ and
its tone quality in a way
that was irreversible.

Six years ago, in 2018,
the church’s music
director Jeff Wright and
organist Cindy Romano
requested a quote to
renovate the organ.
Between the fall of 2018
and summer of 2019,
hundreds of hours were
spent researching 150
organ companies and
possible approaches to
either renovate and
repair or replace the

organ with a new or
vintage instrument. After
the field was narrowed
to 30 pipe organ
companies, six of those
companies were invited
to conduct an onsite
inspection and submit a
proposal for repairing,
renovating or replacing
Noblesville First’s pipe
organ.

The church was told that
to repair the organ
would be “poor
stewardship of the
church’s financial
resources.”

All six companies agreed
that replacing the organ
was the most cost-
effective solution. 

The church’s committee
of seven, which included
Wright, narrowed the
field to three organ
companies.

After the Covid
pandemic slowed the
pace between spring and
summer of 2020, the
organ committee
traveled to area
churches to hear pipe
organs built by the
finalist companies,
narrowing the choice to
Reynolds Associates Inc.
Organ Builders and
Conversators in Marion,
Ind., to fully meet the
needs of Noblesville
First UMC.

After thousands of hours
and three years, the new
organ specs were
selected. The new pipe
organ would be a three
manual, 32-rank pipe
organ with six digital
stops and MIDI. The
medium-size organ
would be state of the art
in design and technology
and serve the
Noblesville First
congregation for many
decades at a cost of
$565,562.

The church’s
administrative board
conditionally approved
the project provided the
committee could gauge
the congregation’s
interest and raise half of
the cost by the next
committee meeting, in
less than a month. The
challenge was met, and

$311,00 was raised in
cash or pledges.

In August 2021, the pipe
organ project was
presented at an all-
church conference and
was approved by
congregational vote.

Reynolds began work to
manufacture toe boards,
rack boards, winchester,
wind regulators, wind
reservoirs and made
structural modifications
to the pipe chambers to
accommodate 32 ranks
(1,965) of pipes, for the
church’s sanctuary
installation.

The new pipes were
manufactured in the
Czech Republic and at
Oyster Pipe Works in
Louisville, Ohio. The
console was
manufactured by Organ
Supply Industries in Erie,
Pa. The integrated
control system was
made by Peterson
Electro-Musical
Products in Alsip, Ill.

In spring of 2023, the
church’s old pipe organ
console and pipes were
dismantled and
removed. 

The 1,965 wind-flow
valves were hand wired
to the pipe organ’s
control cables, then
went through
preliminary voicing and
tuning at the Reynolds
shop in Marion. To voice
each pipe can take a
couple of minutes to
several minutes,
depending on how much
adjusting, trimming and
cutting is required to
bring each pipe into an
acceptable preliminary
voice range with the
other pipes. Lastly, the
pipes and voicing were
tested at the church and
adjusted individually to
create its beautiful
musical voice, with “the
collective voices of all
pipes in the organ
producing the majestic
sound unique to the pipe
organ.”

The 1,331 pipes are
distributed in the two
enclosed pipe chambers
behind the cross and
behind the facade on

either side of the cross
at the church. Hundreds
of external pips had to
be carried up a ladder to
be installed and tuned.
There were 646 pipes
distributed in the two
exposed pipe structures,
the tallest at 20 feet and
the shortest at 8 inches.

On Sunday during the
dedication, guest artist
will be Martin Ellis, who
served as organist and
associate director of
music at North United
Methodist Church and
Second Presbyterian
Church in Indianapolis
before moving to
Portland, Ore. He has
played numerous
concerts to dedicate
new pipe organs which
has been his favorite
type of program to
prepare. Ellis composed
a new choral setting of
“O for a Thousand
Tongues” to play on the
organ as well as the
church’s chancel choir to
sing as part of the pipe
organ’s dedication. Ellis
hopes that the music he
shares “will inspire”
those who listen “to
dream about all that you
can do with this
breathing instrument
that now lives among all
of you.”

The dedication will
include a wide variety of
musical selections that
will demonstrate the
many colors and voices
of the new organ.

The pipe organ
committee, besides
Meats and Wright, also
included Kate Baker,
assistant director of
music and special
adviser for promotion
and fundraising; Al
Lucas, organist and
special adviser for
console design and stop
list; Tom Weessies, part-
time organist and special
adviser for console
design and stop list; Deb
Smith, pianist and legal
adviser; and Lynne
Sylvester, vocal
specialist and special
adviser.

Meats said this week that
the final payment for the
pipe organ, which the
church has covered, is
due and will be paid 30
days following Sunday’s
recital. All of the money
for the new pipe organ
came from 144 donors.
That is not only amazing
but also love.

Sylvester, of Noblesville,
calls their new pipe
organ “truly a beautiful
handmade acoustic
piece of artwork using
pipes and air.” She said,
“As a soloist and
musician, I am
overwhelmed by the
support our
congregation has shown
to be able to finance and
build this beautiful
instrument that will
serve another hundred
years or more, uplifting
congregations in
worship.”

-Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-
7.com.

Want TO GO?

What: Dedication of new
pipe organ with a
celebratory concert and
reception afterward.

When: 4 p.m. Sunday.

Where: Noblesville First
United Methodist Church,
2051 Monument St.,
Noblesville.

How much: Free

More: Noblesville First
music director Jeff
Wright,
jwright@noblesvillefirst.
com or visit  
https://www.noblesville
first.com/.

Photo courtesy of David Meats

Noblesville First United Methodist
Church’s new pipe organ, which cost more
than half a million dollars, all paid for by
donations, was placed in the front middle
of the church sanctuary for all to see and
hear.

We appreciate our 
subscribers!

Graduation Speech?
Well . . . Sort Of

well, that’s the truth.

Moving on, let’s
understand that us old
timers have no idea what
kind of world you are
inheriting. If anyone tells
you what things are
going to look like five
years from now, they’re
either the greatest
psychic since Edgar
Cayce or they’re full of
bullpuckey – and I think
we can rule out the
Edgar Cayce portion of
that equation.

All we really know is we
let you down. Our
parents, and their
parents, did a pretty
good job of giving us a
better world than the
one they got. They did
away with an awful lot of
injustices and defeated
world dictator
wannabes.

Us? We’ve given you
more debt than you or
your children can ever
hope to repay . . .
Actually, that’s not true.
Ask anyone who runs a
business how to spend
less than they bring in
and if they are at all
worth their salt they’ll
outline it for you on the
back of an envelope. In
about 30 seconds. We
could do that with the
national debt if we and
the hired hands in
Washington wanted to,
but we all seem to lack
the will. Instead, our
generation just keeps
kicking the can down the
road . . . and you are the
ones who are going to
pay.

Sorry.

No, I really mean that.
Sorry! We could have
done better. Hell, we
should have done better.

But let’s not be a Gloomy
Gus on your big day.
Believe it or not, we’ve
faced tough times
before. Almost 100
years ago, in 1929, this
country faced what is
arguably the greatest
internal threat to our
nation’s survival ever –
and that includes the
pandemic you all know
so well. The Great
Depression put so many
Americans out of work
that if you took all the
days of unemployment
in American history, half
occurred during it. That’s
not my opinion, that
comes from some
learned-economic-
professor-type at Cal-
Irvine.

And let’s not forget, that
economic upheaval
came not too doggone
long after the pandemic
of 1908.

So those graduating
seniors from 1929
through about 1940ish
faced some pretty big

See TIM on Page A5
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just west of Schulley
Road, and he’d been told
the steps had belonged
to that school.

He wondered about the
origin of the name,“Bear
Slide,” and asked if I
knew anything about it.

I’ve been trying to find
answers for him ever
since.

The Cicero history book
contains a short article
which points out that,
although the school was
best known as Bear Slide
(or sometimes
Bearslide,) the official
name was Harmony Hill.
It was located 3 1/2 miles
southwest of Cicero on a
hill just west of a creek
now called Bear Slide
Creek.

According to the book,
the first schoolhouse, a
frame structure, was
replaced in 1887 by a
brick building a few feet
to the west. The brick
school closed in 1923.

When I checked the old
newspapers, I found
references to both
“Harmony Hill” and
“Bear Slide” during the
same time period, but no
explanation for either
name.

The school’s designated
number was no help.
There’s some confusion
about that.

According to the Cicero
history book, Harmony
Hill was Jackson
Township School No. 17,
but the Hamilton Heights
history compiled by
Jackson Central alumnus

Ed Fennell refers to it as
School No. 18 and the
1866 Jackson Township
map shows School No.
15 at that location.

I asked Peggy Georgi,
Hamilton Heights’ Public
Affairs Officer, if she
could check her sources
and clear any of this up.
Unfortunately, she had
no more luck with Bear
Slide than I did.

I thought I’d finally hit
the jackpot when I ran
across a 1962
Indianapolis News
column by Wayne
Guthrie. Like me, Guthrie
had been searching for
information about
“Bearslide,” a country
schoolhouse located on
the northwest corner of
a T intersection.
However, according to
him, Bearslide was in
Boone County. 

Initially, I thought he’d
confused Boone County
with Hamilton County,
but as I read further, it
became clear he really
meant Boone County.

Now I have two
mysteries instead of one:
What’s the origin of the
name, “Bear Slide?” and
why did two neighboring
counties both have
schools with such an odd
name?

Does anyone have the
answers?

Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column
appears on Wednesdays
in The Times. Contact
her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com

TIM From Page A1

challenges – not of their
own making.

Starting to sound
familiar?

What happened? Well, a
bunch of stuff –
including World War II.
Hey, nothing like a global
military conflict to get
the economy booming
again, huh! Of course an
awful lot of those
aforementioned
graduating seniors
ended up smack dab in
the middle of Europe or
the Pacific fighting – and
a whole lot never came
home.

2024 sounding a little
better?

And they made things
better. The GI Joes who
came home went to
work. They joined the
Rosie Riveters who had
held everything
together. Those men and
women rebuilt the
country – and the
economy. Some newsy
TV guy a few decades
later called them the
Greatest Generation and
he wasn’t wrong.

They faced challenges
and rather than whining
in their social groups
they stood tall like the
men and women they
were. They righted the
ship.

So there you go class.
Graduation Day is all
about new beginnings.
You can make yours
more of the same and
talk about your truth and
your version of reality –
or you can stand tall –
like your kinfolk from a
few generations ago.
Let’s hope and pray
there’s no war for you to
go fight, but whether

there is or not you can
certainly make a
difference. Begin by
thanking Mom and Dad
and all the teachers and
coaches who have been
instrumental in you
getting to where you are
today. Then start
eliminating all the white
noise and silliness that
permeates our world
today.

Make. A. Difference. A
positive one. Get a job.
Go to school. Join
organizations that do
good. Be part of the
solution in your
community and for
heaven’s sake, don’t be
part of the problem.

It’s that simple. The best
solutions usually are.

For better or worse,
today is your new
beginning. You have
every opportunity to
make it a good one.
Don’t pass up the
chance.

That’s it – peel off those
hot and sticky gowns,
toss the cap in the air
and get started. Time’s a
wastin’.

Oh, and if you feel like it,
you could give our
generation a little slack.
Not sure we deserve it,
but we’d appreciate it.

Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said his
columns are worth, appears
periodically in The Times.
Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is also
a proud Noblesville High
School graduate and can
be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes24-
7.com. THE TIMES

Carmel Christkindlmarkt 
Sets 2025 Design Competition
Artists of all ages and
abilities are invited to
submit a design for the
2025 Carmel
Christkindlmarkt mug.
These iconic mugs have
become a must-have for
the nationally ranked
holiday Market, with
more than 55,000 mugs
sold in 2023.

“Our classic boot mugs
are beloved by so many
of our visitors, and have
become a staple
souvenir item,” said
Maria Rosenfeld,
president and CEO of the
Carmel Christkindlmarkt.
“We are so excited to see
what members of our
community can dream
up in their designs for
this contest.”

For the 2025 mug
designs, artists can
choose to stick with the
signature boot mug
shape or come up with
an entirely new idea.
Applicants can choose
the colors, imagery,
handle shape, material
for the mug, and more
when submitting their
design.

Applications will be
accepted though June
30, 2024. The
applications will be
reviewed by the Carmel
Christkindlmarkt team
and will be judged based
on artistic merit,
manufacturing
feasibility,
manufacturing cost, and
how they are reflective
of Market experience
and the City of Carmel.

Mug design criteria
require that mugs must
hold 0.2 liters, have a
handle, say “Carmel
Christkindlmarkt” and
“2025,” have the Carmel
Christkindlmarkt logo,
and feature only original

or fair use imagery.

The winner will be
announced in August
2024 and will be
awarded $1,000 in prize
money, four 2024
Christkindlmarkt mugs
and four 2025
Christkindlmarkt mugs.
They will also be asked
to participate in opening
day and/or VIP Day
festivities. The mug
design will be unveiled in
February of 2025.

“We have seen so much
creativity from our
artisans, vendors and
visitors when they come
and create in our activity
area,” Rosenfeld said.
“We know that the
community will come up
with something
incredible that our
guests in 2025 are sure
to love.”

For more information or
to submit an application,
visit: https://www.carmel
christkindlmarkt.com/
mugcontest . 

The 2024 mug will be the
familiar boot shape in a
yet-to-be-announced
color; this competition is
for the 2025 Market
season.

The 2024 Carmel
Christkindlmarkt is set
for Nov. 23through Dec.
24. Hours are Mondays
and Tuesdays: closed;
Wednesdays and
Thursdays: 4-9 p.m.;
Fridays and Saturdays:
noon to 9 p.m.; and
Sundays: noon to 8 p.m.

Don’t forget 
to renew 

your 
subscription 

today!
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Westfield Businesses Contribute
$35,000 to New Westfield Library 
The OrthoIndy Foundation
and AgReliant will sponsor
the new Westfield
Washington Public Library
through significant
contributions to the
Westfield Library
Foundation. The Foundation
has contributed $25,000 to
help offset the cost of the
elevator at the new library,
further demonstrating its
commitment to
accessibility and
community development.

“Westfield's unique new
library is a wonderful
opportunity for the
Ortholndy Foundation to
promote mobility for more
central Indiana residents,”
said Dr. John Dietz, Jr., a
surgeon at OrthoIndy in
Westfield. “It is an honor to
assist the community in
their efforts to continually
raise the quality of life with

better access by providing
an elevator to assist
residents who may struggle
with stairs.”

AgReliant has generously
donated $10,000 and will
have its name prominently
displayed on a bench
outside the new library
building. Brian Barker,
President & CEO of
AgReliant, expressed his
excitement, stating, “We're
thrilled to welcome the new
library to our neighborhood
and celebrate its opening.
We recognize the value that
a library brings, serving as a
hub of learning and
providing resources and
opportunities for growth to
individuals of all ages. As
neighbors, we look forward
to supporting and
collaborating with the
library to enrich our
community.”

Erin Downey, Executive
Director of the Westfield
Library Foundation,
expressed her gratitude for
the generous support from
both companies. “We are
immensely grateful for the
support from The OrthoIndy
Foundation and AgReliant.
Their contributions will make
a significant impact on our
ability to provide essential
services and resources to
our community.”

The new Westfield
Washington Public Library is
scheduled to open with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony on
June 1, 2024. For more
information about the
Westfield Library
Foundation and
opportunities for community
involvement, please contact
Erin Downey at (317) 753-
1481 or
edowney@wwpl.lib.in.us.


