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The Times appreciates all our customers.
Today, we’d like to personally thank

JOYCE WOODS
for subscribing!

Norma Janiece Hobson

Cut 250 calories a day from your diet
to lose a half a pound a week.

Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. 
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Have you had
any ripe
tomatoes in
your garden
yet? Normally,
mine don’t
even begin
ripening until
about now, but

I picked several in June.
(First time ever!)

As thrilled as I was by that
accomplishment, it’s a little
bittersweet. Most of my
tomato plants this year
came from Master
Gardener and Herb Society
of Central Indiana member
Jeanette Daniels. Jeanette
passed away right about
the time I picked my first
tomato. 
 
Although ours was a
relatively recent
acquaintance, I’d been
aware Jeanette was an
absolute wizard at growing
plants for a very long time.
 
I got to know her a few
years ago when I had some
rhubarb crowns I didn’t
need, and Jeanette had
some horseradish she was
clearing out. After we
swapped plants, we
continued to carry on an
occasional email
correspondence.

That led to some
interesting plant
experiments.
 
Some time back, I stumbled
across a wonderful low-
acid tomato called “Great
White.” It’s an heirloom and
therefore, not something
you can pick up just
anywhere. My first
experience with it was as a
plant, but after that I could
only find seeds and even
they weren’t easy to come
by.
 
I tried raising the seedlings
myself, but not only do I
lack good conditions at my
house for growing anything
from seed, I have two
curious felines who think
potted plants are cat toys.
What tomato plants I did
manage to raise were
rather puny and set fruit
way too late to produce
much of a crop.

So, I made a deal with
Jeanette: I’d buy the seeds,
if she’d grow some Great
Whites for me.
 
When the plants were
ready, I took a couple, but
left the rest for her to sell
at her annual plant sale.
That arrangement worked

Columnist

BETSY
REASON

Tanya Haas
wanted to direct
a kids show that
would appeal to
both her cast
members as well
as the audience.

She also wanted

See BETSY on Page A6

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb and
a small group are in Australia
and Singapore to cultivate new
collaborations and
opportunities with each region
across government and
industry. The trip is aimed
focus on growing partnerships
to advance mutually beneficial
economic development,
innovation and talent
development in key shared
sectors such as advanced
manufacturing, defense and
energy. They left last weekend
and are returning by the end of
the month.
 
The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources invites
Hoosiers to share their
experiences with accessibility
at DNR properties across the
state. An online, five-question
survey is now available at
on.IN.gov/2024-guest-survey.
It can be completed in about
five minutes. The department’s
new accessibility webpage at
on.IN.gov/dnr-accessibility
provides information on
accessible activities like
visiting beaches and pools,
fishing, hunting, wildlife
viewing, exploring trails, and
more.

Construction employment
increased in 35 states in June,
according to a new analysis of
federal employment data
released by the Associated
General Contractors of
America. Between June 2023
and June 2024, 35 states
added construction jobs, while
14 states and the District of
Columbia shed jobs. Texas
added the most, followed by
Florida and Michigan. New
York lost the most, followed by
Colorado, Maryland and
Oregon.

Once again under the shade of
beautiful Forest Park, the Boys &
Girls Club’s ninth Cornhole
Tournament will take place on
Friday, Aug. 2 at 12:30pm. Sign up
to enjoy an afternoon of cornhole,
silent auctions, food, drinks and
music while out of the office and
supporting the Club. Better yet,
bring the whole office with you!
Teams of two can register at
https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/
boys-girls-club-cornhole-
tournament. To learn about
becoming a sponsor, please reach
out to Community Center
Director, Tony, at
teslamirad@bgcni.org.

There were 75 young people
who auditioned with the
promise, in Belfry Apprentice
Players tradition, that
everyone who auditioned
would get a role in the show.
Obviously, there weren’t
enough lead roles to make all
auditionees happy. “We had
some amazingly talented kids
turn down roles in the show
because they didn’t want to
take on smaller roles,” Haas
said.

She enjoys directing this
wide age range of youth.

“I love the rapport I have had
with the older cast members,
and I love seeing the
excitement and enthusiasm
from the youngest cast
members.”

Being the age range goes
from 5 to 18, the rehearsal
time is kept to a minimum for
the youngest cast members
so that they don’t get
restless. Haas has also relied
on parents of cast members
to volunteer to keep an eye
on the young cast members
when they are not directly
rehearsing a scene or song.
She’s worked hard to learn
all of the casts’ names so she
can address them directly. 

“Yes, they have had their
rowdy moments but overall I
have been very pleased with
how well they have listened,
followed direction and
interacted with each other
and the production staff,”
she said.

Putting together costumes
for a production of this size

to take her directing up a
notch. 

Haas has done just that when
she agreed to direct The Belfry
Theatre Apprentice Players’
summer youth production,
Disney’s “Beauty and the
Beast Jr.” 

The show opens tonight with
five performances through
Sunday at Noblesville First
United Methodist Church.
Tickets are still available but
going fast, I’m told.

The best part is that the show
features 64 young actors and
actresses, ages 5-18.

The largest cast she has ever
directed before this was 25
youth. 

“I have loved getting to know
so many new people,” said
Haas, who is directing for the
first time for The Belfry
Theatre. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every
thing there is a season, and

a time to every purpose
under the heaven.

“Your talent is God’s gift to
you. What you do with it is
your gift back to God.”
Leo Buscaglia

The boss said learning how to
gather trash wasn’t hard. He
said he just picked it up as he
went along.

Tomatoes and
Absent Friends64 Belfry Theatre Kids In

‘Beauty and the Beast Jr.’

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography 

The young ensemble rehearses a scene from “Be Our Guest”
during  rehearsal for The Belfry Theatre Apprentice Players’
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast Jr.,” opening tonight and
continuing through Sunday at Noblesville First United
Methodist Church.

Photo courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography 

Chip, played by Brantley Zieles, rehearses for The Belfry
Theatre Apprentice Players’ summer youth musical, Disney’s
“Beauty and the Beast Jr.”

https://www.thebelfrytheatre.com/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnN1cnZleW1vbmtleS5jb20vci9URzJMOVBOIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45NzcyNTM3MSJ9.zCLi5EfLtfWNwrz0_KPp_t8aWYEEzLMj4WvzGtNKbGU/s/522780924/br/245873539639-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vb24uaW4uZ292L2Ruci1hY2Nlc3NpYmlsaXR5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDcxNy45NzcyNTM3MSJ9.Pn2T8HI0hjw9vQJMee6FEhfZf8ETW-pf66vblnwXWXw/s/522780924/br/245873539639-l
https://agcofdc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xMTYwODQ4MCZwPTEmdT0xMTYyNTcyNDA1JmxpPTExMDI1MzU4OQ/index.html
https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/boys-girls-club-cornhole-tournament
https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/boys-girls-club-cornhole-tournament
https://www.bgcni.org/index.php/boys-girls-club-cornhole-tournament
mailto:teslamirad@bgcni.org?subject=Cornhole%20Sponsor%20Inquiry
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member of the Ladies’ Auxiliary for the K.V. Elliott American
Legion Post #67 of Sheridan, Indiana. Norma faithfully
attended the Baker’s Corner Wesleyan Church.After the
closure of the Baker’s Corner church, she began attending
Six Points Church in Sheridan.

Norma entered the job market at a young age. Her first job
was at the Franklin Ice Cream Store in Sheridan. Although it
was just a job like any other, it ended up being the most
important and life altering career choice she ever made,
because it was where she met a young man named Harold.
She later hired on with Commercial Filters in Lebanon for a
couple years before going to work at the Ben Franklin store
in Carmel. Norma eventually went to work for Aero Drapery
where she worked in the credit department; she retired as a
supervisor after 20 years of dedicated service.

She enjoyed the beauty that flowers brought into the world,
and never tired of watching the birds that would come by to
visit. As she got older, her years in management (and as a
mother) came in handy.Everybody knew that if the bird
feeders weren’t kept full, they were going to hear about it.
She also enjoyed doing crafts.

Family was always the most important thing in her life. The
gentleman, Harold, that she met while working at the ice
cream store eventually became one of the main characters
of a love story that she (along with the other three) would
tell for the rest of their lives. Depending on who was telling
the story, the events may be a little different, and who’s idea
it was may change from time to time; however, the plot
always remained the same. Two brothers (Harold and Harley
Hobson) eloped with two sisters (Norma and Martha Baird)
to Arkansas, where they got hitched on October 9, 1950, and
started the first chapter of a lifelong story that none of them
ever tired of sharing.

Norma loved to travel, and luckily for her, the rest of the
foursome was always ready to come along for the ride. There
were always plenty of stories that came from their trips
(some tales were taller than others), and nobody in the group
would ever fess up to exactly how much truth there was in
them, but either way, they made for good conversation.
Nothing goes better with good conversation than good
company, and Norma loved to sit and visit. If you had the
time, so did she.

Norma loved her family and made sure that her home was
always filled with love. Not only was she mom to her own
children, but she was also the neighborhood mom. There was
always a full cookie jar waiting for whoever walked through
the door. As the years passed, and her family started having
families of their own, Norma realized her true calling: being a
grandmother.

Norma is survived by 2 sons, Stephen Allen Hobson (Joyce)
of Noblesville, and Gerald Wayne Hobson (Anita) of Arcadia;
7 grandchildren, Mark Hobson (Joy), Eric Hobson (Theresa),
Susan Steward (David), Vanessa Moistner (Donovan), Robert
Hobson (Tiffany), Melissa Hobson, and Charles Hobson, Jr.
(Cindy); 17 great grandchildren, Lora Hobson, Abbie Hobson,
Koia Campbell, Brentton Campbell, Melissa Teague, Makayla
Teague, Kyra Steward, Ethan Moistner, Abby Moistner, Zeke
Hobson, Everly Hobson, Matthew Bowman, Brianna Basler,
Austin Basler, Hailey Hobson, Reed Hobson, and Alex
Hobson; 2 great-great grandchildren, Brantley Bowman, and
Charles DesNoyers, with one great-great granddaughter on
the way; 2 brothers, Floyd “Don” Baird of Hawkinsville,
Georgia, and Ralph “Jack” Baird of Sheridan; and brother-in-
law, Bill Moore of Mooresville.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Ola Ernest and
Theresa Elizabeth (Moore) Baird; son, Charles David “Chuck”
Hobson; daughter, Peggy Darlene Hobson; 4 sisters, Doris
Stultz, Georgia Moore, Betty Baker, and Martha Hobson (and
her husband, Harley Hobson); and by her loving husband,
Harold Hobson on April 24, 2019.

Services will be held at 11:00 AM on Tuesday morning, July
23, 2024, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th Street,
Sheridan, Indiana. Burial will follow at Spencer Cemetery in
Sheridan, Indiana. Pastor Scott McDermid will be officiating.
Visitation will take place from 4:00 – 8:00 PM on Monday,
July 22, 2024, at Kercheval Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be presented
to the American Cancer Society, in honor of Peggy. 

A  live stream of Norma’s funeral can be found at:

https://m.facebook.com/events/s/norma-hobson-
funeral/1165301448036510/?
wtsid=rdr_0lwgMAP0MFwVy93rA

OBITUARY
Norma Janiece Hobson

July 9, 1933 - July 16, 2024

Norma Janiece Hobson, age 91,
passed away at her home in
Sheridan, Indiana, surrounded by
her loving family, on Tuesday
evening, July 16, 2024. Born July
9, 1933, in Kempton, Indiana, she
was the daughter of the late Ola
Ernest and Theresa Elizabeth
(Moore) Baird. 

She was a 1951 graduate of
Sheridan High School, and a

No Injuries

Photo courtesy Noblesville Fire Department

Noblesville firefighters
responded to a call on Phillip
Drive over the weekend after a
911 call. They found heavy black
smoke coming from an
apartment occupied by a
mother with two children under
the age of 10. NFD quickly
contained the fire to the one
department and only one family
wound up being displaced. The
Red Cross helped on scene.

Westfield Library Honors Annie Gotwald
The Westfield Library
Foundation is excited to
announce the dedication of
its Makerspace and STEM
Lab in honor of Annie
Gotwald. The dedication
ceremony will take place on
August 3 at 11:00 a.m. at the
new Westfield Washington
Public Library – the day
before what would have
been Annie’s 10th birthday.

The Annie Gotwald
Makerspace and STEM Lab
will offer drop-in projects,
individual STEM activities,
and scheduled classes to
library patrons. Gotwald, a
Westfield resident who
passed away unexpectedly
in February, loved science
and math and dreamed of
one day becoming a NASA
engineer.

“Annie was going into
kindergarten when the
pandemic hit,” her father
Greg Gotwald, a graduate of
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, explains. “Rose
put together activities and
experiments for kids to do
during that time and
something just clicked in her.

Photos courtesy Westfield Library

Annie in Washington,
DC in October 2023

Greg and Lindsay Gotwald with
daughters Samantha (on Lindsay's
lap) and Annie (on Greg’s lap)

Annie was obsessed with
outer space and planets from
that point on.”

Annie’s parents set up a
GoFundMe page to support
STEM education in Westfield
in her honor. The Westfield
Library will receive the first
major gift from that generous
funding. "We were just
floored by the support the
community provided us after
Annie’s passing,” says Annie’s
mom Lindsay Gotwald. “We
wanted to pass that
generosity along by investing
in STEM education that was
accessible to everyone in
Westfield. She would have

loved this new space. We
couldn’t have asked for a
more perfect opportunity to
build her legacy.”

Erin Downey, Executive
Director of the Westfield
Library Foundation, added,
"We are incredibly honored
to dedicate the Makerspace
and STEM Lab to Annie
Gotwald. This generous
contribution will enable us to
offer exceptional STEM
resources and programming
to the community, fostering a
love for learning and
innovation in our young
residents – especially young
girls like Annie."

Crouch, Jensen Shine Light on Mental Health
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch
joined Noblesville Mayor
Chris Jensen in Noblesville
at Fire Station 71 for a
mental health discussion
with community leaders last
week. The attendees
included members of the
Noblesville Police and Fire
Departments, Noblesville
Common Council, and those
who work in healthcare, at
nonprofits, and other local
organizations. 
 
Attendees came together to
discuss the critical work they
are doing at the local level,
underscoring the significant
impact of their efforts. They
emphasized the importance
of partnerships between
other community partners
to help fill the gaps in care
and services and how
collaboration at the state,
county, and local levels is
critical to proactively
helping more individuals in a
mental health crisis or
before they are in a crisis. 

Crouch spoke on the
importance of the work the
state is doing, including her
work on the Indiana Mental
Health Roundtable, as well
as offering resources to
attendees on grant
opportunities for local
organizations that the state
has to offer. 
 
Jensen highlighted the life-
saving work of the NobleACT
team, a proactive and
sustainable mental health
collaboration that
strengthens community-
based responses through
partnerships with the police

Noblesville Mayor Chris Jensen and Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch 

and fire departments and
area service providers. The
NobleACT team is leading
the way in statewide and
community paramedicine.
This program is a blueprint
for the Indiana Community
Cares Grant Pilot Program,
passed by the Indiana
General Assembly in the
2024 legislative session. 

Crouch met Luna and Sadie,
two of the three therapy K9s
for the City of Noblesville.
Luna is part of our NobleACT
team and responds to
mental health calls with her
handler, Sgt. Ben Lugar of
Noblesville PD. Sadie is our
officer wellness K9 therapy
dog, working alongside her
handler, Sgt. Brice Swart of
Noblesville PD. 

The conversation was not
only candid and productive
but also impactful, leaving
community leaders with
valuable resources and ideas
to consider as they continue
their crucial work in helping
those in need of mental
health care. 

GROUPS REPRESENTED:

Aspire Indiana
City of Noblesville
Frontline Counseling
Good Samaritan Network
Hamilton County Health Dept. 
Ignite Transform
Noblesville Common Council
Noblesville Diversity Coalition
Noblesville Public Safety
      -Noblesville Police Department
      -Noblesville Fire Department
      -NobleACT
Pathways to Healing Counseling
Prevail
Riverview Health Foundation
Shepard Center of Hamilton County
State of Indiana
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out pretty well, so we
did it again. And again.
We even tried other
tomatoes and a couple
of flowers.

Jeanette was great
about experimenting
with new seeds. Last
year when I became
curious about “Black
Beauty,” a tomato I’d
seen in a catalog, I didn’t
have to sell her on it.
She just said, “Send me
the seed.”
 
The Black Beauty
tomatoes were just as
black as advertised
(Really!,) but we agreed
they were a bust in most
other respects.
Fortunately, our other
experiments produced
better results.
 
I’m still adjusting to
Jeanette’s absence. She
wasn’t just a fantastic
gardener; she was a
good friend to many
people. She’ll be missed.
 
The subject of tomatoes
stirred up memories of
another of my departed
friends, Ann Skene.
Although Ann wasn’t a
Master Gardener, she
maintained a large
vegetable plot at her
family farm near Tipton
and she knew her way
around a garden.

Years ago, she gave me
this recipe for fresh
tomato soup. It’s a little
different from
Campbell’s version, but
it’s still tomato soup, so I
think it qualifies as

PAULA From Page A1

comfort food. That
made it seem an
appropriate addition to
this column.

(I don’t know if the herbs
should be dried or fresh,
but I’m guessing they’re
fresh since it’s “fresh”
tomato soup and the
lemony herbs are more
likely to come from
someone’s garden than
from a grocery shelf.)
 
Fresh Tomato Soup
 
1/4 C. butter
1/2 C. chopped onion
1/4 C. flour
1 C.   water
6 medium tomatoes,
peeled, chopped and
seeded
1 tbsp. parsley
1 1/4 tsp. salt
1 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. lemon thyme,
lemon basil or other
lemon flavored herb
1/4 tsp. pepper
1 bay leaf or basil

Cook onion in butter
until tender. Stir in flour.
Gradually stir in water.
Add tomatoes, salt,
pepper, sugar and herbs.
Heat to boiling. Reduce
heat, cover and simmer
30 minutes, stirring
frequently. Add water if
needed. Discard bay leaf
before serving. Garnish
with lemon slices.
 
Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column
appears on Wednesdays
in The Times. Contact
her at younggardener
friend@gmail.com

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Coach Dave Nicholson
used to coach) named
Butch Dale. He often
writes about life back in
the day, and for me – as I
am sure is true for many
of you – it brings back
some great memories. It’s
also one of the many
reasons I love reading
Paula Dunn’s wonderful
writings each week.
Recently, Butch wrote
about his favorite school
year – 1958. He ended his
column with the question
to readers, what was your
favorite school year? Of
course that got me to
thinking, and after some
pondering I decided it was
1965.

I was in third grade that
year and remember I won
the spelling bee at Our
Lady of Grace in my class.
It was a pretty big deal
because I wasn’t exactly

One of my
favorite reads
each week is a
small-town
columnist
from
Darlington,
Ind. (where
former NHS

What Was Your Favorite Year in School?
bringing home a report
card that my parents
were shining about. Then
again, we only had a
dozen or so kids in my
class, so maybe it wasn’t
such a big deal.

We played kickball at
recess on the playground
/ parking lot behind the
three-room schoolhouse
on 11th St., just a block
away from North
Elementary. I’m pretty
sure third grade was when
I kicked my first home run
over the fence next to the
rectory.

Speaking of Our Lady of
Grace – I think we became
altar boys that year. Of
course the next year the
mass switched from Latin
to English. Boy was that a
year too late.

And third grade was when
I noticed girls for the first
time. I still remember
thinking a little girl named
Branna on Bus No. 19
(driven by Mr. Guilkey)
was the cutest thing ever.

There was a lot going on
in the world in 1965 –

most of it unbeknownst
to me. Malcolm X was
assassinated that year
and the first U.S.
combat troops stepped
off the plane in a
foreign land called Viet
Nam.

(I sure didn’t know this
at the time, but Mr.
Google tells me that it
was also the year
France withdrew its
Atlantic Fleet from
NATO – France
retreating . . . why isn’t
that a surprise.)

Butch and I exchanged a
couple of emails and
one thing he told me
really stuck out.

“I had a great
childhood,” he wrote.
“Most kids today have
no idea what it was like
back then.”

Amen, brother.

There were so many
things we did back then
that kids just can’t do
today. We used to have
BB gun wars in the
woods. We went dam

sliding. We left the
house on a summer
morning and didn’t
come back until lunch
or that evening when it
got dark.

We trick-or-treated at
Halloween and never
thought once about
someone putting
something evil in our
candy, or a bad person
taking one of us. We
blew up model airplanes
and ships with
firecrackers and no one
lost an eye, finger or
toenail. We got in fights
and were back to being
best friends by the end
of the day – or the next
one at the worst.

But two of my favorite
memories involved
sports. That was my
first year in Little
League. We had the
majors and minors, and
I played for Moose
Lodge in the minors –
our coaches were my
dad and a very nice man
named Leon Owens. We
won the championship

See TIM
on Page A5
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Hosted by Dick Wolfsie

March 18 – 24, 2025

that year and I got to
play first base. My
baseball hero was Boog
Powell, the first
baseman for the
Baltimore Orioles.

And that was the year I
became a boxing fan. My
grandpa was a big
boxing fan and I
remember sitting with
him and listening to the
Cassius Clay-Sonny
Liston rematch. My
grandpa was sure that
Liston would knock that
loudmouth Clay out and
when Clay KO’d Liston in
the first round – my

TIM From Page A3

grandpa slammed his
hand down on the
Truetone radio – an old
radio that stands
about four-feet tall
and is the first thing
you see when you walk
into my house today.

Years later, I ended up
boxing a little. Grandpa
was long gone by then
but I remember telling
my best friend right
before my first bout –
a three-round
exhibition – that I
wished my grandpa
was there to see me.

A few minutes later, after
I woke up, I remember
being glad he wasn’t.

Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said
his columns are worth,
appears periodically in
The Times. Timmons is
the chief executive officer
of Sagamore News Media,
the company that owns
The Noblesville Times. He
is also a proud
Noblesville High School
graduate and can be
contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes24-
7.com.

THE TIMES
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was no small task. Haas
worked with costumer
Addie Taylor on previous
shows and approached
her to head up the
costumes. While Taylor
was hesitant to take on
the huge responsibility,
she and Haas started
looking for options right
away. “We borrowed or
rented a large number of
costumes and props from
other groups who have
previously produced the
show,” such as Grace
Church and Midwest
Academy in Carmel,” Haas
said. And some items that
couldn’t be found were
purchased.

The result: More than five
dozen kids in adorable
costumes.

She calls “Beauty and the
Beast Jr.” a “dream show”
for these young actors.
Part of the excitement for
the kids comes from being
involved in a familiar
musical. 

“They did know most of
the songs already coming
into the show,” she said.
“Home,” “Be Our Guest”
and “Beauty and the
Beast” may be the most
familiar songs in the
show.

On the downside, knowing
the songs has presented
some challenges when
the cast worked on
harmonies, “because they
already have a strong
connection to the basic
melodies of each song,”
Haas said. “Because of
that, we have chosen to
primarily focus on the
melodies and not worry
so much about harmonies
so the cast is more
confident in their
singing.”

Being that the set
involves so many
different scene locations -
- a forest, town square,
multiple rooms in a castle,
a tavern -- one of the
parents, Matthew Steele,
came up with an idea to
create large rotating
panels with backgrounds
representing the various
scenes. Haas said they
tried to keep the furniture
and set decor to a
minimum since the
scenes are often quite
short due to the fact that
this is a junior edition
show.

Haas, who took a break
from directing in 2023
after having directed four
full-length youth shows
since 2022, has offered to

help with next summer’s
Belfry Apprentice Players
production of “The Wizard
of Oz” musical for ages 5-
12, plus she will co-direct
The Belfry’s Fall Break
Theater Camp at
Noblesville First UMC in
October for the second
year.

She started acting in high
school and started
directing at Midwest
Academy in Carmel,
where her oldest son, who
is on the autism
spectrum, was a student
there. Haas has a
background in psychology
and early childhood
education. Add that to
her theater experience,
she was asked to work
with the Academy
students in turning their
literature they were
reading into plays as both
a writing exercise as well
as a way to work on the
skills of identifying facial
expressions, body
language and tone of
voice, “skills that can be
difficult for someone on
the spectrum.” When the
Academy decided to do
an all-school musical each
year, Haas was asked to
direct their first show

Want TO GO?

What: Hamilton County Theatre Guild and The Belfry
Theatre Apprentice Players present the summer
youth production, Disney’s “Beauty & The Beast Jr.”

When: 7:30 p.m. today (Wednesday), Thursday and
Friday; 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, July 24-29. 

Where: Noblesville First United Methodist Church,
2051 Monument St., Noblesville

How much: $15 for all tickets.

For tickets: www.thebelfrytheatre.com, 317-773-1085. 

along with the music
teacher. The next year,
she was hired as a drama
teacher for the school.
She stepped down after
two years but continued
as a volunteer and
directed the Academy’s
musicals for six years,
including writing two of
the shows with other
teachers at the school.

Haas encourages the
community to come see
“Beauty and the Beast Jr.”
in person “as it is a totally
different experience from
watching it on a TV or
movie screen. “This cast is
absolutely delightful, and
I am so proud of them for
how hard they have
worked to bring this show
to life.” 

Haas said, “The music is
memorable, the
characters interesting
and loveable, the story
timeless.”

-Betsy Reason writes
about people, places and
things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.

MEET THE CREW 

Director, Tanya Haas;
assistant director,
Mason Yeater; vocal
director, Kristin
Cropper; producer, Katie
Ohning; stage manager,
Kristin Buchanan-
Schwanke: technical
director, Beck
Buchanan-Schwanke;
costume lead, Addie
Taylor; costume
assistant, Phyllis Hyman;
set construction lead,
Matthew Steele; set
construction assistants,
Charles Olmstead and
Kent Ober; lights, Ethan
Pierce; sound, Maeby
Neaves; stage crew,
Tryceton Davis, Austin
Mitchell, Khloe Mullins,
Andrew Ohning, Adelyn
Sjoberg and Grace
Weaver; choreographer
assistant, Claire
Whitcomb.

Thank you for reading The Times

MEET THE CAST

Belle, Gracelynn Hyman;
Beast, Drake Lockwood;
Gaston, Ben Ohning;
Lumiere, Kyle Gibbons;
Cogsworth, Morgan
Trowbridge; Mrs. Potts,
Mylee Stuckey; Chip,
Brantley Zieles; Lefou,
Elliott Norris; Babette,
Claire Murray; Madame
de la Grande Bouche,
Estia Wallace; Maurice,
Caroline Ohning;
Narrators, Joey
Brandenburg, Charley
Center, Emmalin Fisher,
Elena Shonkwiler; Silly
Girl, London Albee,
Clara Siktberg, Lucia
Siktberg; Monsieur
D’Arque, Owen Yeater;
Enchantress, Dhruvi
Shah.
Ensemble: Mia
Anderson, Hailey
Barresi, Emmy
Bobenmoyer, Mackey
Brose, Micaiah Brown,
Ben Carlston, Tyler
Carlston, Olivia Cook,
Rory Cook, Coraline
Coston, Brooke
Cropper, Lexianne
Duvall, Ethan Fisher,
Tatum George, Noelle
Jarniac, Keighan
Johnson, Layla Koehler,
McKenna Koehler, Kai
Korolyov, Aria
Lockwood, Ellie Long,
Oliver Maudlin, Dallas
Mitchell, Jane Murray,
Sadie Ohning, Quorra
Olmstead, Parker Oss,
Camryn Oukada, Chloe
Oukada, Lyla Pike,
Isabella Resler, Titan
Santos, Liliana Santos,
Sophia Shay, Catie
Steele, Lila Summers,
Blake Summers,
Penelope Tennison,
Harper Toney, Jayna
Wallace, Aria Warden,
Donnie Wedmore.
Coralie Wood and Ella
Zieles

Hamilton CountyHamilton County  
4-H Fair4-H Fair  

Hamilton County 4-H’ers in the Harey
Hoppers Rabbit Club sell special rabbit
lollipops to kid visitors at the Hamilton
County 4-H Fair.

Visitors to the Hamilton County 4-H Fair
look at the 4-H Poultry in the Small Animal
Barn.

VIsitors to the Hamilton County 4-H Fair can
see all kinds of small animals, including
Pygmy goats (above) and poultry and
rabbits in the Small Animal Barn.

The Times photos by Betsy Reason


