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Keep electronics (TVs, computers,
video games, cell phones) out of kids’

rooms to promote good sleep
behaviors.

Today’s health tip was brought to you
by Dr. John Roberts. 

Hamilton 
Happenings

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2

3

See PAULA on Page A3

A few weeks ago
my Anonymous
Friend asked me
when the Goeke
fire took place.
He remembered
that it had
happened in
October, but

couldn’t recall the day and
thought it might have been
close to Halloween.

Actually, it was Oct. 13, 1967
. . .  FRIDAY the 13th.
Ironically, that was also the
end of that year’s National
Fire Prevention Week. (The
dates of the observance
vary from year to year, but it
always takes place the week
of October 9 to
commemorate the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871.)
 
Since 2024’s National Fire
Prevention Week is being
observed this week, it
seemed an appropriate time
for a column on the three
most devastating fires to hit
downtown Noblesville
during my lifetime — the
Goeke fire, the Ruppert
Furniture fire of 1983 and
the 1984 Houston Hotel fire.
 
Although Noblesville’s
downtown business district
experienced some other
fires during those years,
none were as costly, or as
deadly, as those three.
 
I’ve actually written about
the Goeke fire before, but
that was so long ago, I think
it’s worth covering that
ground again.

The Paul Goeke Dodge-
Chrysler dealership was
located on the northeast
corner of Sixth and Conner
Streets. (That section of
Sixth Street no longer exists.
The land is now occupied by
the Hamilton County
Judicial Center.)
 
Employees of Goeke’s paint
shop first spotted flames
around 5 p.m. The fire
quickly spread east to the
building which housed the
Coin-o-Wash Laundromat
and B & W Pizza. Eventually,
the White Oldsmobile
agency, across the alley
from Goeke’s to the north,
was damaged as well.
 
Fire companies from all over
the county, as well as some
from as far away as
Anderson and Castleton
battled the blaze. Four
firemen had to be treated
for smoke inhalation, and
the assistant chief of the
Fishers Volunteer Fire
Department, Raymond
“Bud” Moulder, was killed
when Goeke’s back wall
exploded, burying him in
rubble.

Columnist
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The story of
Hoosier race car
driver Bryan
Clauson -- who
died on Aug. 7,
2016, following
a dirt-track
racing crash in
Belleville, Kan.,
and through

Todd Rokita, Indiana’s Attorney
General, will report what is likely a
record amount of fundraising for
any Indiana Attorney General
candidate over a single quarter.
Rokita has raised over $1,050,000
in just the last three months, for
the 3rd Quarter. In addition,
Rokita’s Committee will also report
holding over $2 million in cash-on-
hand going into the critical month
of October. Rokita was elected
Attorney General in 2020, receiving
the largest number of votes for any
statewide candidate in Indiana
history.
 
A new report on fraud and identity
theft finds 30 percent of
Americans have been scammed in
the last 12 months and on average,
Americans have lost $2,647 to
scams in their lifetime. Some 40
percent of Americans receive
suspicious emails, messages, or
calls every day. Another 69
percent believe more young people
are falling for scams in 2024 and 22
percent say they have been victims
of identity theft. The top scams
Americans report falling victim to
include: credit card scams, identity
theft, online shopping, phishing
scams, and business/job scams.
 
It's the spooky season, so Online
Casinos comparison service Casino
Alpha analyzed the average
monthly search volume from
September 2023 to August 2024
for the 250 most-reviewed horror
movies. Turns out, at least here in
Indiana, that Talk to Me is the most
searched horror movie in Indiana
over the past year. Halloween
came in second with Gremlins
third! Happy hauntings!

Phi Beta Psi sorority is hosting its
annual lasagna dinner on Friday at
Sheridan High School before the game
against Eastern. This annual fundraiser
is how the sorority raises money to
support scholarships. Serving begins at
5 p.m. and carry out is available. There
is also a gluten free option. Tickets
before the event are $12 for adults and
$7 for children 12 and under. At the
event, prices are $15 at the door.
Tickets may be purchased from Phi
Beta Psi Sorority members or at the
Sheridan Public Library.

organ donation, was able to
save five lives and heal many
others through tissue
donation -- has inspired a
new documentary film that
will make its world debut this
weekend at the 2024
Heartland Film Festival.

A short-track racing
champion and 2016 Indy
500 Rookie, the 2007
Noblesville High School
graduate would have turned
35 years old this year. 

Noblesville’s Diana and Tim
Clauson participated in
multiple interviews and are
featured in “Driven to Save
Lives,” an 89-minute film
that honors their son,
“whose heart symbol on his
driver’s license became a
beacon of hope.” 

Diana Clauson said, “We
share his story leading up to
his death and then how the
Driven2SaveLives program
got started.” 

The film took about a year to
create.

 “We will continue to honor
our son as long as we live,”
she said. “It helps us with the
grief continuing his legacy.
We love talking about our
son.”

She encourages the
community to see the film.
Tickets are still available for
two showings, at 6:30 p.m. See BETSY on Page A3

Saturday and at 2 p.m.
Sunday at The Tobias
Theater at Newfields, plus an
online stream by visiting
tickets.heartlandfilm.org.

Since 2016, Indiana Donor
Network has been “driving
the conversation about
organ and tissue donation”
through its
Driven2SaveLives, Indiana
Donor Network’s campaign
to honor Bryan Clauson at
racetracks across the nation. 
Bryan Clauson’s sister,
Taylor (Clauson) McLean, has
worked for Indiana Donor
Network since just after
Bryan died, managing the
Driven2SaveLives program.
It’s her way of honoring her
brother’s legacy.

“We are so proud of our
daughter Taylor McLean on
this film. She is continuing to
honor her brother
everyday.”

Bryan’s sister, the 31-year-
old Noblesville resident and
2011 NHS grad, said, “As
executive producer of
Driven2SaveLives, I wanted
to create a documentary
that told not only the story
of Bryan and the movement
that his death caused but
also the stories that live
within the racing community
about organ donation that I
have heard over the past
eight years. I wanted the
audience to have a deeper
understanding of organ
donation and the ripple

effect that one decision has
on many, many lives.”

“Every heartbeat tells a story
of courage, community and
the race we’re in daily to
save lives,” she said in a
press release about the
Indiana Donor Network
program, which educates
race fans at tracks
throughout the nation about
the importance of organ and
tissue donation and
encourages people to sign
up to be donors.

“We hope this film resonates
with people and shows them

Matthew 7:2 For with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall

be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be

measured to you again.

“On Hallowe'en the thing you must
do is pretend that nothing can
frighten you An' if somethin' scares
you and you want to run Jus' let on
like it's Hallowe'en fun.” From an
Early Nineteenth Century
Halloween Postcard

What position does a ghost play in
hockey?
Ghoulie.

Three Devastating FiresDocumentary Film Honors
Noblesville’s Bryan Clauson
Sharing Son,
Brother’s Story
Helps Through
Grief Journey

Photos courtesy of Indiana Donor Network

The late dirt-track champion and Indy 500 rookie Bryan
Clauson of Noblesville signs an autograph for a fan and was
the inspiration of a new documentary film that makes its
world debut this weekend at the Heartland Film Festival.

This movie poster
promotes “Driven to Save
Lives,” an 89-minute film
that honors the late short-
track racing champion,
Bryan Clauson, of
Noblesville, a 2007
Noblesville High School
graduate.

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC0La3000BvTtxmuG3oGtIp3dWYTd8nXcaUw-2FPCd9JbmGoXUMBWWVkl4HdM3qvIfFGczGlj5PTi5Ar3dBLx1y-2Bto-3DGqPu_UVtVxPTL-2FmizbAStvnOQ57TagNNOaScTQk4NFEHEMSfBIcGxuUrklzPuNhKdrV8dWR3Hmr43zoBWDXztiRYaNHeIVosppx9kUj-2B7adrJkXBgw3aFbLDQjW77nOQxv3OR-2BYSa5sV8DrZ3IEOZ46AcZweek6LVqOPsxudZ9cftFr1KwxTvs2STvKGTPhyfFR3JQjzuXfMYy3BHNTu7Zt9coHz8eanXlahzyKnJ1Qz-2BSgXp8ZVcHYeFV38EfvJvGysrZ3RazM7QlpwKFBMpld-2FKZLzfOinJaXSnoqwpQP-2FLojJ-2BGXI52RVn12kOAowHOJAgAHK3e8wHsU4E5AHmL-2BKfDg-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC0La3000BvTtxmuG3oGtIp3dWYTd8nXcaUw-2FPCd9JbmGoXUMBWWVkl4HdM3qvIfFGczGlj5PTi5Ar3dBLx1y-2Bto-3DGqPu_UVtVxPTL-2FmizbAStvnOQ57TagNNOaScTQk4NFEHEMSfBIcGxuUrklzPuNhKdrV8dWR3Hmr43zoBWDXztiRYaNHeIVosppx9kUj-2B7adrJkXBgw3aFbLDQjW77nOQxv3OR-2BYSa5sV8DrZ3IEOZ46AcZweek6LVqOPsxudZ9cftFr1KwxTvs2STvKGTPhyfFR3JQjzuXfMYy3BHNTu7Zt9coHz8eanXlahzyKnJ1Qz-2BSgXp8ZVcHYeFV38EfvJvGysrZ3RazM7QlpwKFBMpld-2FKZLzfOinJaXSnoqwpQP-2FLojJ-2BGXI52RVn12kOAowHOJAgAHK3e8wHsU4E5AHmL-2BKfDg-3D-3D
https://casinoalpha.com/blog/us-most-searched-horror-movies/
https://casinoalpha.com/blog/us-most-searched-horror-movies/
http://tickets.heartlandfilm.org/
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ARE YOU familiar with
the Dahiya Doctrine and
disproportionate force?
It’s an Israeli military
strategy that involves a
massive and
overwhelming response
to an attack. I
understand that a lot of
the world is
condemning it and
Israel right now, but
have we really
considered the insanity
of proportional
responses? Sure, that’s
a safe answer for
government leaders . . .
not so much for the GIs
with boots on the
ground . . . or civilians in
the impacted areas.
Doesn’t it feel like a
“proportional” response
is just another way of
prolonging things?
Maybe it makes it look a
little better for a
politician trying to win
their next election? If
you’re going to fight.
Fight to win and end it.
What’s wrong with that?

* * *
THE FALSE use of false.
When did the media
start labeling things
false in the lead
paragraph of their
reporting? Of course
they don’t do it for
anyone except Trump.
And don’t hand me any
garbage about Trump
lying. If I had a dollar for
every time a politician
lied – from the local
level all the way up to
national – you would be
reading someone else’s
scribbles because my
fat butt would be
parked on a beach
permanently!

Besides, what is false?
Look, I’m no big fan of
the foul-mouthed
Trump, but even USA
Today admitted that the
Russian collusion claims
were wrong and that
Trump got rolled over
by the FBI as a result.

Things have gotten so
convoluted and
ridiculous you can’t
even keep track
anymore.

Does Trump lie . . . and
exaggerate? Of course
he does. So do plenty
(and I cannot stress that
word strongly enough)
other politicians. Yet we
don’t read “false” in
their stories.

I don’t pretend to know
who is right and who is
wrong. I’m not a fan of
Trump, Biden or Harris. I
believe this country
desperately needs a
good person who is a
strong leader at the
helm and I don’t believe
we have one on the
ballot to choose from.
But I do know the major
media’s not helping
bring anyone together
either.

* * *
MONEY FOR terrorists?
OK, let’s get the record
straight. No, the U.S. did
not pay Iran $6 billion
as some are saying. The

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Notes found
scribbled on
a civil
defense
form entitled
the Big Red
Scare . . .

* * *

facts are that when
Trump was in office, he
froze $6 billion in
Iranian assets. Then
Biden unfroze it to get
U.S. citizens detained in
Iran released.

But still, why do we play
nice with a terrorist
country?

Did you know that our
country gives out more
foreign aid than any
other country on the
planet? It ends up
around $50 billion a
year – or around $650
billion from 2012-22.

I wonder how close the
correlation is to junkets
members of Congress
take to the countless
countries getting the
money?

* * *
IS IT ME or have we lost
a lot of famous people
lately? The old saw is
that celebrity deaths
came in threes, but
there’s been a bunch
more than that. John
Amos, Kris
Kristofferson, Pete
Rose, Dikembe
Mutombo, Tito Jackson,
Chad McQueen, James
Earl Jones, Maggie
Smith, Christopher
Ciccone . . .

Kind of brings back to
mind something we
used to do in
newsrooms decades
ago – back in the days
before instant
information and the
internet. Back then we
had wire machines for
The Associated Press,
United Press
International and more.
Big papers got wire
photos, but the little
guys did not. AP used to
send us a monthly
“poster” of mugshots of
newsmakers. It was
rolled up into a
cardboard tube and the
peons on staff (that
would be me), were
tasked with unrolling it,
using scissors and
cutting out each
mugshot. There were
usually politicians,
movie stars, sports
celebrities and other
newsmakers. I think
there were around 50 or
so included.

After we cut them out,
we placed the photos
inside small envelopes
that were kept in a file
cabinet. Each envelope
had photo(s) of one
person. I remember
Richard Nixon’s
envelope was stuffed
full. As was Elizabeth
Taylor’s. Birch Bayh was
one of the Hoosier
politicians who had a
bunch as well.

Of course newsrooms
have long been known
for what some might
call gallows humor. So
someone somewhere
created the idea of a
“ghoul pool.” The way it
worked was you paid $1
to buy one random
name from the file.
Anytime someone
famous died, we’d
check to see if that
name / envelope
belonged to someone at
the paper. If it did, they
won the money in the

surrounded by his loving family.

Mark was born July 21, 1952, in Decatur, Illinois, to
Cynthia and Edward Melton. By High School
(Eisenhower H.S.), had met the love of his life, Patti
and felt he had been called to serve the Lord. On
September 4, 1971, he and Patti were married after
one year at Moody Bible Institute. They then moved
to Grand Rapids where he received his Bible degree
from the Grand Rapids School of Bible and Music in
1974. While there he served two summers as an
intern at a small church in Michigan. He then went
on and received his Bachelor of Arts from Grand
Rapids Baptist College (now Cornerstone college) in
1978. 

He began his 40-year long service in ministry with
Youth for Christ in the Pontiac, Michigan area in
1979. He ran Campus Life clubs in high schools,
which touched countless lives of young people in
the ensuing years, working tirelessly in the service
of God – going on trips, showing up at wrestling
meets, hosting kids in his home, and always being
someone that people could rely on, talk to, and
come to in times of need.  

In 1987 Mark moved his family to Zionsville, Indiana.
He served 2 years training interns under Tom
Streeter at Zionsville Fellowship. Tom had been he
and Patti’s youth minister in Decatur, Illinois. Two
years later, he was called to plant a church in
Sheridan, so he moved his family, and with the help
of many others, started Sheridan Fellowship church
which later transitioned to Christ Covenant
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. While continuing to
pastor his congregation, Mark also attended Mid-
America Reformed Seminary to study the Greek and
Hebrew languages. He served as a faithful minister
of Jesus Christ in Sheridan, until his retirement in
2019. 

Mark’s goal with his life was always to be a godly
man. Everything he did was to that end, and with
that in mind. He spent 30 years in Sheridan
preaching the gospel, shepherding the flock, and
ministering to many people both in and out of the
church.He gave of himself tirelessly and unselfishly,
always seeking to serve the Lord with every fiber of
his being.He was a blessing to those around him and
an example of perseverance in the face of hardships
with Parkinson’s.  

Mark and Patti raised their 3 children in the fear and
admonition of the Lord. Above all, Mark sought to
teach everyone in his path that our greatest
treasures are in heaven, and we should live to that
effect. 

He loved spending time with his adoring
grandchildren and having family get-togethers.
After retiring, he continued to be involved in the
church, but also made time for reading books and
sitting peacefully on the deck, enjoying God’s
creation, which he never tired of.

Mark is survived by his devoted wife of 53 years,
Patti L. (McWilliams) Melton of Sheridan; 3 children,
Joshua Melton (Lacey) of Noblesville, Jessica
Melton (Jason Sanford) of Westfield, and Joel
Melton (Traci) of Lebanon; 11 grandchildren,
Jocelyn DeVol, Noah Melton, Ethan DeVol, Jude
Melton, Alexander DeVol, Amos Melton, Madison
Melton, Rebekah DeVol, Isabella DeVol, Dimitri
Melton, and Marc Melton; his brother, Doug Melton
(Veronica) of Sheridan; 2 sisters, Sherri Beaty of
Iowa, and Melanie Sutherland (Scott) of Kansas City,
Kansas; along with many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Edward
and Cynthia (Walden) Melton; step-father, George
Martina; step-father, Jack Turner; and brother-in-
law, Duane Beaty.
 
Services will be held at 2:00 PM on Saturday,
October 12, 2024, at Christ Covenant OPC, 6070
C.R. 900 E., Sheridan, Indiana.  

Burial will follow at Moore Cemetery, located next
to the church. Pastor Tom Streeter will be
officiating.

Visitation will take place from 4:00-8:00 pm on
Friday, October 11, 2024, at Kercheval Funeral
Home, 306 E. 10th Street, Sheridan, Indiana.

Memorial Contributions may be presented to Christ
Covenant OPC.

OBITUARIES
Mark Melton

July 21, 1952 - October 3, 2024

On Thursday evening,
October 3, 2024, Mark
Melton, a beloved
husband, father, papa,
brother, friend, and
minister of the Gospel
was called Home to be
with his Lord, passing
peacefully at his home
in Sheridan, Indiana, 

James Scott “Jim” Turner, 80, Noblesville,
passed away at 5:18 pm, Thursday, October 3,
2024, at Riverview Health in Noblesville. He was
born December 17, 1943, in Noblesville, the son
of the late Frank & Rosa (Potts) Turner. On
November 11, 1967, at Meridian St. Christian
Church in Greentown, he married Nina B. Estes
who survives. 

Jim was a 1962 graduate of Eastern High
School. He served his country with the United
States Army with the Security Agency Classified
Information from 1964-1967 and was stationed
in Turkey and Japan. Jim worked for Howard
County Equipment for 4 ½ years, then retired
from Reynolds Farm Equipment after 35 ½
years of service. He was a charter member of
Central Indiana Antique Tractor & Engine
Association, as well as a member of Mid-
America Threshing & Antiques, Frankton
Antique Tractor Club, IH Indiana Chapter #7/
Red Power, Two Cylinder Club and Honorable
Order of Kentucky Colonels. 

Along with his wife Nina, Jim is also survived by
his nephews, Carlton (Jirene) Thomas, Bill
Thomas, Mark (Virginia) Estes and Joey Pala;
great-nieces and nephews, Chelsy (Justin)
Roller, Levi (Tayler) Pala, Bradly Pala, Tom
(Maria) Davis, Shelby Hale, Abigail Reed, Samuel
(Mary) Estes and Daniel Estes, Chrissy Thomas,
Carrie Thomas, Melanie Thomas, Billy Thomas
and Johnny Thomas.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents;
sister, Bessie (Carl) Thomas; sister-in-law, Mary
McCullar; brother-in-law, Max (Sheila) Estes;
nieces and nephew, Carla Thomas, Valorie Anne
Duncan, Melinda Pala, Tanya Davis and Nathan
Estes. 

The family is encouraging all who attend to wear
their favorite tractor cap as Jim always loved
wearing his.

Funeral service will be held at Noon
Wednesday, October 9, 2024, at Hasler & Stout
Funeral Home, 112 E. Main Street, Greentown,
with Bill Schaefer officiating. Burial will follow in
Greenlawn Cemetery. Friends are invited to visit
with the family from 10 am to 12 pm Wednesday
at the funeral home. Memorial contribution may
be made in Jim’s memory to Jerome Christian
Church – Nathan Estes Scholarship. Messages
of condolence may be left online at
www.hasler-stout.com. 

James Scott “Jim” Turner 
December 17, 1943 - October 3, 2024

view her full obituary and to leave a condolence,
please visit www.MyersMortuary.com.

Lois N. Houghton
May 1, 1940 - October 5, 2024

Lois N. Houghton, 84,
passed away Saturday,
October 5, 2024.
Visitation from 4:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, October 11, at
Myers Mortuary in
Lebanon, Indiana.
Cremation will follow
and services will be
held at a later date. To
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the real-life impact one
person can have
through organ and
tissue donation,” Taylor
McLean said during an
interview this week
while vacationing out of
state. “These are stories
of real people facing
real circumstances,
stories that show
heartache, fear and
gratitude from everyday
fans in the racing
community and across
all communities. This
film can save lives.”

Diana Clauson said the
Driven2SaveLives
program has evolved
from just awareness to
getting people to sign
up, to creating an
ambassador program
and now the live
streaming with
sponsorships and
advertising. “The film
does a great job
explaining the inception
of the program to what
it is today.”

The Clausons are “very
pleased” with the
documentary. “They did
a great job focusing on
all aspects of organ
donation,” Diana
Clauson said.

Indiana Donor Network
entered the film into
various film festivals
before being chosen for
the Heartland Film
Festival. “We are really
excited to see if they
win any awards and if
someone picks it up to
stream online,” she said.

Looking back at their
childhood, Taylor
McLean said, “Bryan
and I were very close
growing up. We always
played together, and he
was the best big
brother.”

She said, “I tried to
attend and watch as
many (of Bryan’s) races
as possible. I played
soccer growing up and
through college, so
some weekends Mom
and I were at soccer
tournaments, and Bryan
and Dad went racing,
but we always met in
the middle when we
could.”

Doing this documentary
and sharing Bryan’s
stories helps the whole
family through their
grief journey. 

“Getting the
opportunity to share
not only our story but
the stories of other
donor families, those
waiting and transplant
recipients, is one of the
greatest honors I have
ever had,” Taylor
McLean said.

Taylor McLean said,
“Telling Bryan’s story is
always emotional, but
creating this film
allowed me to truly see
the impact his life had
on so many people. The
ripple effect of his
death and subsequent
donation story is truly
humbling to reflect on.
This really was the first
time that I had the
opportunity to reflect
on all of the work this
program has done over
the last eight years.”

The Clausons are still in
racing and own a race
team that Tim Clauson
manages. “This helps
him be reminded of
Bryan everyday,” Diana

Jump Feet First Into FallJump Feet First Into Fall

with these Hamilton County Businesses!with these Hamilton County Businesses!

The following day, Eddie
White, the owner of the
Oldsmobile dealership,
was seriously injured
when the south wall of
his business fell on him
while he was surveying
the wreckage, but he
recovered.
 
The cost of the fire was
estimated at $500,000.
 
Fifteen and a half years
later on Jan. 18, 1983,
Ruppert Furniture, 978
Conner Street, was
destroyed in a blaze that
reportedly caused an
estimated $750,000
worth of damage. KTA
Karate and some
apartments in the
building east of the
furniture store were also
damaged, as was the
Hudler Press building to
the west.
 
Around 100 firefighters
from nine departments
and three counties
responded to the fire.
 
Five Noblesville
firefighters were injured.
Two of them, Mike
Butler and Harold
“Sandy” Lykes, were
seriously hurt by falling
bricks. Both survived,
but Lykes spent weeks in
Methodist Hospital’s
intensive care unit and
lost an arm.
 
A year after the fire,
former Noblesville
mayor Max Robinson
erected an office
building for his real
estate agency on that
site.

It was determined that
the Ruppert fire was

PAULA From Page A1

caused by arson, but I
don’t believe anyone
was ever charged.
 
On Feb. 2, 1984, the
Houston Hotel was
gutted by an inferno
that also threatened the
building next door that
housed Noblesville’s
City Hall and Fire
Station 1.
 
At one time, the historic
old hotel (it opened July
10, 1898) on the
northeast corner of
Eighth Street and Maple
Avenue had been
considered rather
elegant, but in 1984 it
primarily provided
temporary housing for
people referred by local
social service agencies.
 
Noblesville’s Fire
Department was
assisted by units from
Carmel and Westfield.
 
One Noblesville
firefighter was
transported to
Riverview with a back
injury and smoke
inhalation, but three
hotel residents — one of
whom had only been
living there a week –died
in the blaze.
 
It was later decided the
$100,000 fire was
probably accidentally
caused by a hotel
resident who’d suffered
a stroke.
 
Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardener
friend@gmail.com

Clauson said.

She has also worked for
Indiana Donor Network
for the past 1-½ years. “I
have found peace
working and learning
about donation
everyday,” she said. 

“It’s not just a matter of
signing up for donation,
but what I’ve learned is
you have to have certain
perimeters in your death
to be eligible for
donation,” Diana
Clauson said. “That
makes Bryan’s donations
so much more special.”

Diana Clauson also
heads up a BC Strut 2
Save Lives dog-walking
event, in its eighth year,
at Dillon Park in
Noblesville with
proceeds to go toward
the Indiana Donor
Network. Bryan had a
special love for his dogs;
that’s why his mom
started this dog walk. He
brought his dogs, Chevy
and Stewart, to every
racetrack.

The community support
has been amazing since
Bryan’s death. 

A $3.4 million Bryan
Clauson Suite Tower was
built and opened in 2018
at Knoxville Raceway,
home of the National
Sprint Car Hall of Fame
in Knoxville, Iowa. Bryan
had raced at the
Knoxville Nationals for
three years. 

An historic marker was
erected on April 8, 2017,
in his name at
Noblesville’s Forest Park,
where a year prior he
enjoyed a meet-and-
greet alongside his Dale
Coyne Racing teammate
Conor Daly on May 23,
2016. 

At the 2017 Indy 500,
Bryan Clauson was
recognized during the
100th lap; as a rookie, he
had led the 100th lap of
the 100th running of the
Indy 500 in 2016. (He led
three laps and finished
23rd.) Bryan Clauson
started the Indy 500
three times and was
successful in USAC
Midget and Sprint cars,
World of Outlaws sprint
cars and wingless sprint
cars.

Also, Pit Row, Garage No.
21, in 2017, was
dedicated to
Driven2SaveLives,
Indiana Donor Network’s
campaign to honor Bryan
Clauson.

Since Bryan Clauson’s
death in 2016, his sister
has spent every moment
of her professional and
most of her personal life
continuing Bryan’s
legacy, helping spread
the word about organ
donation and continuing
to educate those in the
racing community about
organ donation.

Taylor McLean said, “At
times, it can be hard, but
I wouldn’t change any
part of the last eight
years. Such beautiful
moments have come
from the darkest days of
my life.”

-Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com.

Photo courtesy of Indiana Donor Network

 “Driven to Save Lives,” a documentary film that
honors the late Bryan Clauson and features his
parents, Diana and Tim Clauson, and sister, Taylor
McLean (left), the film’s executive producer, will
make its world debut this weekend at the 2024
Heartland Film Festival.

Photo courtesy of Indiana Donor Network

Bryan Clauson’s “heart symbol on his driver’s
license became a beacon of hope” when he
became an organ donor following a dirt-track
racing crash in Belleville, Kan., in 2016.

Photo courtesy
of Indiana
Donor Network

Dirt-track
champion and
2016 Indy 500
rookie Bryan
Clauson has
inspired a new
documentary
film that will
make its world
debut this
weekend at the
2024 Heartland
Film Festival.

PUBLIC NOTICE

pot – and the whole
things started over.
Probably way too
politically incorrect for
today’s world, but things
weren’t so soft and easy
back in the days of hot
wax, cigarette smoke
and clickety-clack
teletype machines.

* * *
A LOT OF US remember
the Big Red Scare and
CD, or Civil Defense
drills, from the 1950s
and ’60. That was when
we all worried about
nuclear war. Doesn’t
seem right that it feels

TIM From Page A2

like we’re back there
again, does it?
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in
The Times. Timmons is
the chief executive
officer of Sagamore
News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is
also a proud Noblesville
High School graduate
and can be contacted
at ttimmons@
thetimes24-7.com.
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County to Demolish
Dilapidated Building

Hamilton County is set
to demolish a building at
694 Logan Street. The
building has become
increasingly dilapidated
and poses health and
safety risks from
environmental issues.

There have also been
several reports of
pedestrians being struck
at the intersection of
Logan and 8th Streets in
recent months. County
officials hope demolition
of the building and
better lighting will
increase the line of site
for cars turning west
from 8th Street.

“Nearly all our
employees and anyone
with county business
cross this intersection
twice daily walking

from the county parking
garage to the Judicial
Building,” says County
Commissioner Mark
Heirbrandt. “We have
plans to install grass,
benches, and improved
lighting on the lot to
create a more welcoming
and visible walkway for
those crossing the
intersection.”

Hamilton County does
not have any immediate
plans for the parcel but
does plan to use the
space to mobilize
construction crews for
the southward
expansion of the Judicial
Building in the coming
year.

Demolition may require
temporary road and
sidewalk closures.

Photo courtesy Hamilton County

The plan is to create a more welcoming and visible
walkway for those crossing the intersection.

White River Rescue Donates $52,000

White River Rescue Inc.
has generously donated
$52,000 to Hamilton
County Parks and
Recreation for the
refurbishment of the
fishing pier located at
the White River
Campground. This
significant contribution
has enhanced the pier’s
accessibility, aesthetics,
and longevity, providing
a wonderful opportunity
for fishing and nature
viewing for visitors of all
ages and abilities.

In recognition of this
contribution, HCPR will
hold a special ceremony
on April 22, 2025, to
present a dedication
plaque at the fishing pier
in honor of John Bundy,
the founder of White
River Rescue Inc. John,
who helped establish the
nonprofit in 2000, was a
tireless advocate for the
preservation of the
White River, particularly
following the
devastating 1999
incident where millions
of fish were killed due to
industrial pollution. This
event spurred his
commitment to restoring
and protecting the river.

In addition to his work
on river restoration,
John was passionate
about fish restocking,
project implementation,
and offering consulting

services to enhance the
health and vitality of the
White River. His
advocacy and hands-on
efforts have helped
revitalize the river,
making it a thriving
habitat for fish and
wildlife and a cherished
recreational spot for the
community.

"We are deeply
appreciative of the
efforts of White River
Rescue Inc. and look
forward to honoring
John Bundy’s legacy on
April 22," said Hamilton
County Parks and
Recreation Director
Chris Stice. "The
refurbished pier not only
enhances the
recreational experience
but stands as a tribute to
John’s unwavering
commitment to
conservation."

The officers of White
River Rescue Inc. include
Valarie Bundy, Steve
Schwartz, Lori Schwartz,
and Don Watson, all of
whom are dedicated to
the mission of protecting
the White River and its
natural habitats. Their
support of Hamilton
County Parks and
Recreation’s White River
Campground reflects
their commitment to
environmental
stewardship and
community engagement.

Photo courtesy Hamilton County Parks and Recreation

The donation will enhance the pier’s accessibility,
aesthetics and longevity for fishing and nature
viewing.

JobSpark Experience Energizes Heights Students
Last week, all eighth-
grade students from
Hamilton Heights Middle
School traveled to the
Indiana State
Fairgrounds to attend
Job Spark, presented by
Junior Achievement (JA
JobSpark). Over120
regional and local
companies participated
to provide students with
over 200 hands-on
learning activities to
help students explore
various careers.

“It was an amazing day!”
said Connor James, CTE
Business and Preparing
for College and Careers
Teacher and Reaching
New Heights contact at
HHMS, who is an
instrumental part of
making this experiential
day trip possible for the
eighth-grade student
body each year. This
year, students had the
opportunity to visit
interactive
demonstrations, learn
about, and meet with
those professionals in
eight career areas:
Advanced
Manufacturing,
Agriculture, Food &
Natural Resources;
Engineering, & Logistics;
Architecture,
Engineering &
Construction; Business &
Finance; Government,
Law & Public Service;
Health & Life Sciences;
Hospitality & Tourism;
and Technology.

Here’s what a few
students had to say
about their favorite
experience from this
year’s JobSpark.

Ellis Knapp said
JobSpark gave her the
opportunity to talk to a
nurse and get her
perspective on what
they do each day. “She
also gave me good
advice about how you
can work your way up
the career ladder as a
nurse,” she said.

For Tommy Girolamo,
getting to see the Indy
cars and being able to
see all the different
types of tires they used
in races was his favorite
part. “I learned that the
PSI of the tire depends
on what type of track
they are racing on,”
Girolamo explained.
“For example, the Indy
500 tires have a
different PSI than street
or road courses."

“Flying and landing a
plane at the flight
simulator was what
Carson Fleck enjoyed.
“It was amazing how
many buttons and
switches there were,”
he noted. "Learning
about an aircraft engine
is what Elise Christy
said was her favorite
JobSpark memory. “The
lady teaching me about
it was quite nice and
showed me how they
adapt the engine with
more pistons or
propellers," Christy
said.

Meredith Robinson,
who potentially wants
to become an animal
breeder, said it was
seeing and learning
about the live animals
she enjoyed best.
“Shifting the semi
transmission into 8th
gear or rebuilding the
mini-diesel engine was
the most impactful for
Wyatt Swinford.

JA JobSpark is a multi-day, hands-on career
expo impacting over 13,000 Indianapolis
eighth graders. JA JobSpark is part of the JA
Work and Career Readiness Pathway and is
intended for middle school students (grades
6–8). This volunteer- and educator-led
program can be classroom-based, remote
live, or after-school. The JA JobSpark
initiative includes in-class or remote
curriculum and activities prior to and after
attending the event. JA JobSpark is meant to
“spark” an interest in students and get them
excited for their future. Students will learn
about skills needed for jobs that will be in
demand when they graduate and will learn
about the equipment that is used on those
jobs daily. The expos help students gain a
better understanding of the courses they will
need to take in high school, a track for post-
secondary and a clear career pathway for
what they find they are interested in.

Photos
Courtesy
Hamilton
Heights Schools

From left, Wyatt
Swinford,
Grayson Parker
and Ryder
Rednour get to
see an Arrow
McLaren
IndyCar up
close.

Colton Watson
and Samuel Van
Hook practice
landing an
aircraft at the
Lift Academy
flight simulator.


