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I recently went
to Gatewood’s
to buy some
mums and was
pleasantly
surprised to
discover they
had Empire
apples for sale.

I’ve been fond of Empires
ever since Jerry Snyder
introduced me to them
while I was helping her with
her Times column. Although
Empires sometimes turn up
in supermarket produce
aisles, they’re not routinely
stocked, so for me,
stumbling across them is
sort of like finding buried
treasure.
 
My discovery reminded me
that apples are one aspect
of fall I hadn’t written about
yet. It’s high time I did.
Autumn wouldn’t be the
same without apples and all
the good things made from
them — apple cider, apple
pie, caramel apples, apple
doughnuts . . . the list goes
on and on.

Columnist

BETSY
REASON

“You Are Kind.”
“Nice Work.”
“You Got This
Champ!”
“You’re a
Winner!” “You
Are Brave,
Beautiful and
Smart.” You’re
Amazing.” “All

Since 1989, Hoosiers have been
playing the lottery, winning big and
helping to give back to good
causes. In October, the Hoosier
Lottery is celebrating the 35th
anniversary of its first ticket sale,
which occurred on Oct. 13, 1989.
Since 1989, players have won more
than $18 billion on Hoosier Lottery
products. These prizes range from
$1 to a $540 million winning Mega
Millions ticket sold in 2016. Indiana
has sold more winning Powerball
jackpot tickets than any other state
in the nation. And retailers have
earned more than $2 billion in
commissions.

Enrollment at Indiana’s public
higher education institutions for
the fall 2024 school year saw the
largest one-year increase since fall
2010. Exceeding two percent, the
increase from the fall 2023 school
year saw more students enrolling in
both undergraduate and graduate
programs. This is the second year
in a row college enrollment in
Indiana increased, reversing the
previous 12-year decline.
 
Indiana Secretary of State Diego
Morales is continuing his work to
update and clean the state’s voter
rolls, reinforcing his office’s
ongoing commitment to protecting
election integrity. As a result,
nearly a million voter registrations
have been updated, more than
360,000 registrations were flagged
as “inactive” and more than
470,000 obsolete registrations
were flagged as cancelled by
county registration boards.
Indiana’s voter list maintenance
effort increases confidence that
each of the more than 4.8 million
voter registrations in Indiana
represents an actual, eligible
Hoosier voter. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville’s
youth leadership clubs are joining
others across the United States as part
of Socktober. Noblesville club
members have reached out to local
community partners; Prevail, Third
Phase, and Family Promise to
designate them as recipients of the
socks. Members of Torch Club,
Keystone Club, and Smart Girls are
joining efforts to reach a goal of at
least 1,000 pairs of socks collected for
the month of October. On Thursday,
Club members will be invited to take
part in packaging the socks along with
handwritten notes to the recipients of
the socks.

You Can Do Is Your Best.”

These are some of the
positive messages
handwritten on brown paper
notes placed on donated
socks by Boys & Girls Club of
Noblesville’s club kids during
Thursday’s Socktober
festival -- a carnival-like fun
atmosphere -- at the club.
This first-time donation drive
- “Sockathon” is what they
called it -- came about when
members of the Club’s
character and leadership-
building clubs -- Torch Club,
Keystone Club, and Smart
Girls -- joined efforts to
reach a goal of at least 300
pairs of donated socks,
Abigail Stutesman, the club’s
director of club operations,
said. 

The goal quickly changed to
1,000 pairs of socks
collected for the month of
October. Exceeding their
goal, with a donation of more
than 2,300 socks, all club
members were invited to
take part in Thursday’s
packaging of the socks along
with the club kids’
handwritten notes to the
recipients of the socks and
other Socktober festivities. 
The youth leadership clubs

See BETSY on Page A2

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word
be that goeth forth out of my

mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I

please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto I sent it.

“There is magic in the night
when pumpkins glow by
moonlight.”
Unknown

Where do mummies go for a
swim? 
To the Dead Sea.

Club Kids’ Messages, ‘Socktober’
Donations Bound to Inspire

Holiday in Lights
Parade Dec. 7
Downtown Noblesville will
light up with the bright
lights of the holiday season
on Dec. 7 with the return of
the Holiday in Lights Parade.
 
“Last year’s parade brought
our community together for
a night of holiday
celebration, and we look
forward to bringing even
more holiday cheer this year
to our downtown,”
Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen said. “This event is a
great opportunity for
everyone to show their
holiday spirit and support
our downtown businesses.”

The parade will get rolling at
6:30 p.m. and the route
starts at 16th and Harrison
streets. It travels south on
16th Street to Logan Street,
turns right on 9th Street and
turns right on Harrison
Street to end at Ivy Tech’s
parking lot.

Public safety and Hamilton
County Emergency
Management are working
together to provide a lit and
safe parade route. Any non-
motorized entry needs to
have reflective material or
glow sticks/bracelets on any
walkers to ensure their
safety during the parade.

See PARADE on Page A7

A Slice of
Apple History

Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville members -- Payton Needham (from left), Surraye Hinkle, Armanie Owens and Matvii
Malynovskyy -- wrote positive messages during the club’s Socktober project. More than 2,000 socks will be donated to
Prevail, Family Promise and Third Phase in Noblesville. 
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at the Boys & Girls Club join
others across the United
States contributing to
national Socktober efforts. 

Earlier, club members
reached out to local
community partners Prevail,
Third Phase, and Family
Promise to designate them
as recipients of the socks.
These partners provide
services to fellow neighbors
in crisis, and the club’s youth
have made supporting them
a priority.

Club kids, who Thursday
afternoon anxiously awaited
in the Club’s games room, to
come through the doors into
the cafeteria, were thrilled to
participate in Socktober
festivities.

Club kid Matvii Malynovskyy
wrote “Positive Vibe” and

smiled as he showed his
message taped to green
striped socks.

Surraye Hinkle wrote her
name and added smiley-face
stickers on the label
attached to a pair of purple
and orange socks.

Carter McClean, wearing a
blue Indianapolis Colts
sweatshirt, smiled with his
message “Nice Work.”
Club kids were all smiles as
they enjoyed this fun
project.

Payton Needham wrote “You
Got This Champ” and added
heart stickers to the label of
her fun green socks. What
did she enjoy most? “Doing
the station, donating stuff
and having lots of fun.”

Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville members do puppet crafts during the club’s
Socktober event.

The Times photo by Betsy Reason
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phones aren’t ringing
and a body can get a lot
done in a short amount
of time. Plus, as a child
of the ‘60s, I enjoy music
from that era – and can
play it without bothering
anyone else in the empty
office.

Actually, my musical
tastes are pretty diverse.
Pretty much anything
from the ‘50s to the late
‘70s, early ‘80s is good
with me. And the genre
can be rock, country or
anything in between.

One of my absolute all-
time favorites is Bobby
Darin’s Mack the Knife.
So when it came on
Saturday, I cranked up
the volume as Bobby
was singing about a
cement bag just a
droopin’ on down (it’s
there for the weight,
don’t you know). Truth to
tell I might’ve been
warbling along a little
too loudly with-

“I am NOT a right-wing
extremist,” the gravelly
bass voice of John
Hammer boomed from
my doorframe.

Remember the sound
the record used to make
when someone yanked
the needle across it?
Yeah, well, that’s pretty
much the way my heart
felt as the giant of a man
called the Hammer
scared the living
bejeezus out of me once
again.

“Damn, John! Can’t you
ever just knock or
something?” I yelled.

Of course one of
Hammer’s giants hands
is bigger than my head
so I never yell too much.
For those who don’t
know him, John Hammer
is the biggest, toughest
man I know. He’s rough
after a hard life of
manual labor. His hands
are calloused, his neck is
red and his heart is pure
red, white and blue. He
doesn’t usually talk
much, but when he does
. . . well, I’ve always
found it pays to listen.
Like my grandpa, the
man just makes good
sense.

“I’m tired of all the crazy
talk, Timmons,” he
growled, pretty much
ignoring the idea of
knocking. “You know, I
grew up in this country,
served my time in the
Army and made a good
life for my family. We’re
not rich, but we’ve
raised our kids, paid our
taxes, gone to church
and lived like we were
taught by those who
came before. But now?
Now things we were
taught in Sunday School
are “extreme” views.
Now I hear we are “right-
wing extremists.” Now I
hear that WE are the
problem. What the hell is
wrong with everyone?”

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Have I ever
mentioned
how
enjoyable
Saturday
mornings
are? The
office is
quiet, the

Question: When did
‘Normal’ Become Extreme?

Hammer had a good
point. The world has
turned upside down.

“This country was
founded on Christian
principles,” Hammer
went on. “But now
traditional biblical views
are labeled political.
Timmons, do you know
how many places in
Washington, D.C. you
can find the Ten
Commandments?
They’re in the Supreme
Court building, the
Capitol, the Library of
Congress and other
places. We print In God
We Trust on our money.
Our Pledge of Allegiance
still says we are one
nation, under God – even
though some knuckle-
headed movement tried
to get that changed. It’s
our history, our heritage.
But they’re trying to
erase it – all of it.”

Hammer paused. I wasn’t
about to interrupt.

“You know Timmons,
we’re voting for a
president now and
frankly, I’m not too damn
excited about either one
of ‘em. This country has
always been bigger than
that office, but to hear it
now, this country is all
about that office and all
the others occupied by
the hired hands you call
politicians. Used to be
there were a lot of good
men and women in those
seats and the yahoos
were few and far
between. Now, it’s just
the opposite. We need to
get back to some basics
like what we were taught
in church . . . like the fact
that elections are just
events where we hire
people to do our
business in the
government and we sure
as hell aren’t coronating
them! . . . like the fact
that we didn’t use to
spend more than our
Treasury could handle.

“I tell you, Timmons. This
ain’t a coincidence. All
these things, the country
being upside down, the
idea that traditional
biblical values aren’t
valid anymore, the
common sense people
being labeled extremists
. . . it ain’t a coincidence.
Timmons, it don’t matter
who wins in November –
if they even figure it out
before it turns into
chaos. What matters is
whether or not we’re all
going to sit back and let
this country keep sliding
downhill. I’d like to think
we won’t, but unless
something changes it
looks like that’s the way
it’s heading.”

With that, the behemoth
of a man walked away.
Here’s hoping his fears
aren’t going to come to
pass.
 
Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in The
Times. Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is also
a proud Noblesville High
School graduate and can
be contacted at ttimmons
@thetimes24-7.com.
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with the passport and
different stations … We
needed every pair of
hands it seemed like,”
she said at the end of
the event.

By the end of October,
each of the three clubs
will take their box of
socks to each of the
three designated
charities. Smart Girls
will take their donated
socks to Prevail, Torch
Club will take their
donated socks to
Family Promise, and
Keystone Club will take
their donated socks to
Third Phase.

The competition,
between the three
clubs, culminated with
the Smart Girls club
receiving the most sock
donations and winning
a donut party.

Just as Club employees
were cleaning up the
Socktober activities,
they were getting ready
for the next Club event.
A pizza meal followed
just 30 minutes later
for club kids, donated
by the Noblesville Elks
Club, which has
members serving up
about 25 pizzas once a
month thanks to an
Elks National grant. 

The Boys & Girls Club
of Noblesville, of which
the executive director
is Becky Terry, annually
serves more than
2,000 kids grades K-12
(ages 5-18) with an
average daily
attendance after
school of 297 kids per
day. Services cost
more than $1,000 per
child with a cost to
families of only $75 per
year and $10 per year
for teens. The club was
founded in 1950. 

The Torch and
Keystone clubs’ next
donation project is
Stuff Da Bus, a food
drive that started in
2009 and calls upon
the community to fill at
least one or more Boys
& Girls Club bus with
food for local families.
The club gives the
option for people to
donate nonperishable
food items or donate
money to fill a seat
with food.
Sponsorships are
available. Stutesman
usually drives one of
the filled buses in the
Noblesville Christmas
Parade, which for the
second year will be an
evening Holiday in
Lights Parade on Dec. 7
through downtown
Noblesville.

Stutesman, who has
been a full-time
employee of the club
for 24 years, said she
loves events like these.
She said, “It’s more for
the kids to get the
reward of doing it and
learning about other
charities.”
 
Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com.
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Armanie Owens wrote
“You’re a Winner” on
her sock message. She
hopes their messages
will encourage those
who receive the socks.
“They will be very
inspired and will love
the socks they got. I’m
so happy that we’re
able to support other
people,” she said.

 “I liked experiencing it
with all of my friends
and getting to write
positive letters,” said
Joy Owens, who held up
a pair of gray Puma
socks with her message:
“One Day at A Time, You
Got This!”

Daniela Korablov wrote
“All You Can Do Is Your
Best!” on her pink and
green socks. She said
making a puppet, which
she held up, and “eating
candy” were the most
fun activities during the
Socktober event.

Arianna Drennon said
her favorite activity was
also making a puppet,
which she held while
smiling for a photo.

Ashton Smyser and
Jameson Herner used
smiley faces on their
labels created for socks
that will be donated.

Again, club kids were all
smiles. Besides creating
labels for donated
socks and crafting
puppets, other “sock”
activities included
games of “Toss a Sock”
and “Silly Sock Bingo.”
“There are fun activities
every year, and I think
this may be the
funnest,” said one of
the club kids. 

It was a lot of fun and a
lot of work but thanks
to volunteers from
Kodiak Solutions, the
event had plenty of
adult volunteers to lead
activities. 

“They wanted to come
in and support an
event,” Stutesman said.

Kodiak employee Emily
Mahurin, of Noblesville,
said, “We are
celebrating our one-
year anniversary as a
new stand-alone
company, and we
wanted to do that by
giving back to our
community. So we
reached out to the Boys
& Girls Club of
Noblesville to see if
they had anything
coming up in the month
of October that needed
help and support.” The
Club shared this
Socktober project.
Kodiak provided about
two dozen volunteers
“to facilitate a really fun
afternoon for the kids,”
said Mahurin, who is an
office leader for the
Indianapolis
headquarters and who
has a small social
committee. “We got
together and
brainstormed on
organizations that we
wanted to reach out to.”
Then Mahurin made the
connection with the
Club. 

“This was so awesome

Joy Owens, Carter McClean and Daniela Korablov participate
in the Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville’s Socktober event. 

The Times photos by Betsy Reason

Club member
Arianna Drennon
said her favorite
activity was making
a puppet. 

A Kodiak Solutions volunteer calls
numbers for “Silly Sock Bingo” during the
Boys & Girls Club of Noblesville’s
Socktober event.

Boys & Girls Club of
Noblesville director of
operations Abigail
Stutesman helps Club
Kid Caiden McClean
with his Socktober
activities instructions.

Kodiak employee Emily Mahurin (left)
of Noblesville who headed up her
office volunteers for the Boys & Girls
Club’s Socktober project, helps the
club kids do puppet crafts.

Boys & Girls Club of
Noblesville club kids
Ashton Smyser (left)
and Jameson Herner
use smiley faces on
their labels created for
socks that will be
donated thanks to the
Club’s Socktober
project.
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FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed to
tell you what is scheduled to happen and what
actually does happen in meetings paid for with
your tax dollars. The Times encourages all citizens
to take an active role in being involved in local
government.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Board of Trustees of Noblesville Schools will
hold a public meeting on October 29, 2024 at 6:00
p.m. at Noblesville Schools Educational Service
Center, 18025 River Rd Noblesville, IN, to discuss
and hear public comments including objections to
and support for the proposed contract between
the Board and the superintendent. The proposed
contract includes the following details:

1. The Contract shall be July 1, 2024 through June
30, 2027. Subject to the termination provisions as
provided in the Agreement, the contract will be
extended for one additional year in which
Noblesville does not deliver written notice to the
Superintendent prior to January 1 that there will
be no automatic one-year extension of the
Agreement. This provision results in a rolling three
(3) year term, to a maximum of 8 years.

2. Annual salary of $199,851.00 with potential for
annual increase, equal to the percentage of all
administrators, beginning July 1, 2026, depending
upon results of Superintendent’s evaluation and
increases offered to other administrative
employees;

3. Noblesville will set aside up to 12% of the
current base salary defined under section six (6)
above that the Board may award on an annual
basis as incentive pay for the Superintendent
meeting the goals established for him and
Noblesville Schools by the Board.

4. Additional compensation for tax-deferred
contributions to Code Section 403(b) and 457(b)
retirement plans equal to the IRS maximum limits
for Code Section 403(b) and 457(b) retirement
plans each calendar year; Currently $23k annually
for each;

5. Contribution to the Indiana State Teacher’s
Retirement Fund;

6. Appropriate business and professional expense
payments including the cost of membership and
participation in professional associations of school
leaders, community organizations, and expenses
related to the Superintendent’s attendance at
appropriate conferences and activities, pursuant
to reporting and budgeting requirements;

7. One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) monthly paid on
a bi-weekly stipend for extra duties with
reimbursement for out of district mileage.

8. Participation in insurance and disability plans as
well as other benefits under the same terms and
conditions applicable to all other full-time
administrators under the Noblesville Schools’
Administrator Contract Addendum.

9. Up to 30- vacation days each contract year with
the ability to have Noblesville buy back 10 unused
vacation days following June 30 each year and all
leave benefits to other administrators.

10. Technology allowance at $100 monthly paid
on a bi-weekly stipend.

The Board anticipates taking final action on the
proposed superintendent contract at a public
meeting on October 29, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the
Noblesville Schools Educational Service Center,
18025 River Rd Noblesville, IN.

LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR

support a fresh
perspective on
leadership for the
Noblesville School
Board. Dawson, Hanley
and Helvey provide this
fresh perspective with
an eye on real
conservative fiscal
principles, actual
transparency and free
thought accountable to
the voters. I have
known each of these
individuals for several
years. I can honestly
say I am not only
familiar with these
candidates but also
with some of the
victories Noblesville
has experienced, as well
as its challenges.

Due to this and what I
believe is misplaced
credit from various
posts and local papers
regarding the
incumbent candidates, I
feel compelled to speak
up. One great thing the
incumbents did do, was
hire Dr. Hile as
superintendent. Under
the leadership and skill
of our CFO, Noblesville
has improved its S&P
rating twice. While this
makes me thrilled that,
as was mentioned at
the Journalism
department’s forum,
“we’ll get a better
interest rate in case we
get another bond,” the
incumbents have
signed off on $90
million in bonds over
the last four years. I
don’t believe adding
more debt and higher
annual debt payments
is fiscally responsible,
especially when
interest rates and the
cost of living have
continued to rise.

Dawson, Hanley and
Helvey’s promise to
voters to not rubber
stamp any referendum
or bond measure
before seeing it and
prioritizing our teachers
and students is one
strong reason to
support these
candidates.
Under Dr. Hile’s
leadership, Forbes
ranked Noblesville
Schools as one of
America’s best midsize
employers. Dr. Hile also
addressed social issues
that inundated the 

Dear Editor,

I am writing to

schools in 2020 and
2021, creating a
monthly newsletter, and
increased transparency
with the public that had
been ignored before his
arrival. Having seen the
failures to address
these issues before Dr.
Hile’s arrival and
knowing Dawson,
Hanley and Helvey’s
commitment to
transparency without
political or spiritual bias
is a key reason that will
turn our good schools
into great schools.
Finally, the incumbents
have gained the support
of the local teachers
union and some of our
teachers. Unfortunately,
the union has failed to
acknowledge that some
teachers haven’t given
their support to any
candidate and still
others support Dawson,
Hanley and Helvey.
While having teacher
support is important, it
is also critical to have
school board members
who are independent
thinkers who aren’t
beholden to any one
group or city official. I
have seen the
importance of DHH
places not only hearing
all opinions on matters
but also considering all
of these opinions on
how they can best
represent the entirety
of Noblesville.

Seeing these things has
earned my support for
Dawson, Hanley and
Helvey for Noblesville
School Board. While we
have a good school
district here in
Noblesville, and we can
do even better. While
our own mission and
vision don't state
"Academic Excellence",
Noblesville schools
have the potential to be
better than our
neighbors in every
measurable category
and truly be excellent.
Under fresh leadership
that will work alongside
Dr. Hile and the
victories he has already
gained for Noblesville;
Dawson, Hanley and
Helvey can take us into
a new and great chapter
in Noblesville Schools
History.

Very Respectfully,
Tim Cortrecht
Noblesville

Reader Endorses Dawson,
Hanley and Helvey

LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR

inspiring to witness the
success at Hamilton
Southeastern School
Corporation, where
board members are
focused on getting back
to the core mission of
educating our children.
Their swift progress
shows what's possible,

Dear Editor,

It’s been

and now Noblesville has
that same opportunity
with candidates like
Dawson, Hanley and
Helvey, who are
committed to putting
education first and
focusing on what
matters most — our
children’s future.

Mark Walker
Noblesville 

Reader Wants School Board
Focused on Education

Being history-oriented,
my thoughts quickly
strayed to Johnny
Appleseed — the real
person, John
Chapman, not the
Disney caricature —
and his Indiana
connections.
 
In the early 1800s,
Johnny Appleseed
wandered around this
country’s western
frontier, toting a bag
of apple seeds and
planting nurseries in
the wilderness.
 
Although undeniably
eccentric, he did have
some business smarts.
By the time permanent
settlers began to move
into the areas where
he’d planted orchards,
his apple trees were
saplings, ready for him
to sell to the new
arrivals.
 
Even though I’ve never
run across a mention
of Johnny Appleseed
in our local history, I
couldn’t help
wondering if he might
have passed through
Hamilton County at
some point. I knew he
was buried in Fort
Wayne, and had
traveled around Ohio
and Indiana, so the
idea wasn’t far-
fetched.

Trying to trace his
journeys proved too
big a challenge,
however. If he ever did
come here, that
information is buried
deeper than I was able
to dig for this column.
 
What I found seemed
to indicate his time in
the Hoosier state was
spent mainly in
northeastern Indiana,
although an 1876
Lafayette newspaper
claimed he “was
known in every log
cabin on the Wabash”
and some sources
maintain that he made
it as far west as Illinois.
 
In doing that research,
I learned some
interesting apple
history.

Johnny Appleseed’s
apples were nothing
like ours. His seed-
grown trees produced
apples that were sour
and bitter, and
primarily meant for
making hard cider, not
for eating. (In those
days, it was safer to
drink alcoholic
beverages than water,
which sometimes
contained dangerous

PAULA From Page A1

 bacteria.)

During Prohibition,
most of Johnny
Appleseed’s surviving
orchards were
destroyed by the FBI to
keep people from
making homemade
cider.

The only living apple
tree known to have
been planted by
Johnny Appleseed is in
Nova, Ohio. Although
it’s on its last legs,
cuttings have been
taken from it, so there
are descendants.
 
The sweet apples we
buy for eating today at
supermarkets and farm
markets like
Gatewood’s, Wilson’s,
Spencer’s, Conner
Prairie’s Apple Store
and Stuckey Farm
Orchard and Cider Mill,
only come from grafted
trees, not trees grown
from seed, like Johnny
Appleseed’s.
 
I couldn’t write a
column on apples
without a recipe . . . 
 
Apple Muffins
 
1 1/2 C. flour
1/2 C. sugar
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 C. butter
1 egg
1/2 cup milk
1 C. tart apples,
shredded (Granny
Smith is best)
 
Preheat oven to 375
degrees. Mix together
flour, sugar, baking
powder, salt and
cinnamon. Cut in
butter to fine crumb
stage.
 
Combine egg, milk and
apples, and add to
flour mixture. Mix just
to coat the dry
ingredients. Bake for
20 to 25 minutes.
Makes 12 muffins.
 
(That’s the original
recipe. I usually add
about 1/4 to 1/3  cup of
oats and some walnut
pieces to the flour
mixture, and peel and
dice the apple instead
of shredding it. I don’t
bother measuring it.
I’ve found it easier to
just use one large
apple.)
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardener
friend@gmail.com
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To encourage the
holiday spirit, the
Holiday in Lights
Parade will include
awards for the best
holiday-themed entry,
best use of lights, and
most hometown-
inspired. City
departments also will
compete against one
another for a
decoration award.
Santa Claus will be the
last entry in the parade,
and participants should
not include him in their
float.
 
Registration is $25 per
entry and will be
accepted until Monday,
Dec. 2. Parade forms
can be completed
online at
www.cityofnoblesville.o
rg/parade. Like other
city parades, entry fees
will be waived for all
nonprofit and youth
organizations that want
to participate. Please

PARADE From Page A1

make checks payable to
the City of Noblesville.
Completed forms may
be mailed with payment
to Holiday in Lights
Parade, Noblesville City
Hall, 16 South 10th
Street, Noblesville, IN
46060. Forms also may
be emailed to
rherrington
@noblesville.in.gov.

Check-in will take place
starting at 5:15 p.m. Dec.
7 at the Hamilton County
– Ivy Tech Community
College campus.
Participants should
enter the parking lot
from North 17th Street
or Harrison Street.
Volunteers will be onsite
to help stage vehicles to
exit the parking lot’s
North Entrance. The Ivy
Tech Community College
parking lot will also
serve as a meeting point
for participants and
families after the
parade.

Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior
to Publication:  legals@thetimes24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be
Subject To $25.00 Fee 

In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement

Hocus Pick-Us at Humane Society
What's a shelter pet's
biggest fear? Being stuck
within the same four walls
day after day - it can do
scary things to an animal. In
an attempt to keep the pets
in their care from going
downright batty, the
Humane Society for
Hamilton County (HSHC)
has conjured up an
adoption special - Hocus
Pick-Us. From now through
Oct. 31, cat and dog
adoptions will be $31 (some
exclusions apply).

"It's not just a bunch of
hocus pocus, these  animals
need you to step up and

save them," said Lily
Darling, Community
Engagement Manager for
HSHC. "If there was a spell
to get these pets into loving
forever homes, we would
have cast it already. Please
give them the chance to
show you just how magical
they truly are."
 
Things to know for the
Hocus Pick-Us Adoption
Special:
 

Those interested in
adopting a cat or dog
can fill out an
application in advance
at hshcadoptions.com.

If you are interested in
adopting a dog, bring
your current dog(s) with
you to meet.
All humans in the
household must meet
with the animal.
If you rent or lease,
bring a copy of your pet
policy.
All adoptions include
spay/neuter, microchip,
one round of
vaccinations/

       deworming, wellness    
       exam, and a bag of 
       starter food.

Must present a
government-issued ID.

http://www.cityofnoblesville.org/parade
http://www.cityofnoblesville.org/parade
mailto:rherrington@noblesville.in.gov
mailto:rherrington@noblesville.in.gov
https://jl48encab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d-uSt7VlVAxVPLJyDDOz319o1dujj_ePQCleSpMxGBrWWPg8oR3TeFw-x4RI9UwQCf1HyABzFgX_G1jiknKshUREDEkgryatJW9zUsh2naD_H9PeatjJkpvzZR-17SLcbi4oAWHBV1LbocxPIpraaaNJczq9GcrOwCt0Qrk8-1xAdnEq6u_Nmg==&c=9boH7MYOi9aWjWPdsaBl1xAzzq5cTG_7lMiSTpctNyqx2MalneUewQ==&ch=PxTBId44gAU5SzAtnvhLIFlHDx0TfMkicrvqffPQ0H7D6cXIS7Eh_A==
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https://jl48encab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d-uSt7VlVAxVPLJyDDOz319o1dujj_ePQCleSpMxGBrWWPg8oR3TeFw-x4RI9UwQCf1HyABzFgX_G1jiknKshUREDEkgryatJW9zUsh2naD_H9PeatjJkpvzZR-17SLcbi4oAWHBV1LbocxPIpraaaNJczq9GcrOwCt0Qrk8-1xAdnEq6u_Nmg==&c=9boH7MYOi9aWjWPdsaBl1xAzzq5cTG_7lMiSTpctNyqx2MalneUewQ==&ch=PxTBId44gAU5SzAtnvhLIFlHDx0TfMkicrvqffPQ0H7D6cXIS7Eh_A==
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HHMS Team Advances to State
Two Hamilton Heights
Middle School teams
and a senior from
Hamilton Heights High
School recently
competed in the Area 6
Soils Judging
Competition held in the
Shelby County area.
Soils judging involves
members
demonstrating their
understanding of soil
physical properties and
corresponding best use
management practices
for farmland use and/or
home site development.
Members are tested on
their abilities to
determine soil texture,
drainage, slope and
determine if the site is
eligible for various uses.
While at the area
contest students
judged four different
holes.
Taking home first place
honors in the junior
division, the HH FFA
Juniors 1 team,
consisting of Annie
Sheller (1st Individual),
Jackson Fite (3rd
Individual), Hallie
Sheller (4th Individual)
and Kaylee Smith (11th
Individual), advance to
state level competition.

“Annie’s score, as a
junior competitor, was
the best overall score,”
said Emilie Carson.
“Technically, she won
the entire contest!” The
top junior team’s score
would have placed
second in the senior
division!”

HHMS Juniors 2,
consisting of Davie
Sheller (6th Individual),
Abby Sheller (9th
Individual), James
Fenelon (12th
Individual) and Zoe
Kincaid (13th Individual)
also performed well, 

placing 3rd in the junior
division.
 
HHHS Marshall Frye was
the lone senior
competitor for HH FFA.
Marshall finished 30th
individually in the
contest. “For the past
few years, Heights has
not been as active in
Soils Judging,” added
Carson. “Thanks to
coach Adam Sheller, our
soils judging teams are
ramping back up and it’s
exciting to see these
young FFA members get
involved early and be
competitive.”

Coach Adam Sheller

said, “With a couple of
junior teams like this,
our future looks bright in
soils judging. Every
coach and competitor
dreams of that
Oklahoma red dirt
(National Soils Judging
Competition) and with
teams starting this early
it makes that goal
attainable.”
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Members of HH
Juniors 1st team
advance to state for
the Soils Judging
contest are, from left,
Kaylee Smith, Hallie
Sheller, Abby Sheller
and Jackson Fite.

Hamilton Heights
Middle School’s
Junior 2nd team
members are, from
left, Abby Sheller,
James Fenelon, Davie
Sheller and Zoe
Kincaid.

Hamilton Heights Middle School and High School students
who participated in the recent Soils Judging contest in
Shelby County included: Back row from left, Marshall Frye
(HHHS), Kaylee Smith, Hallie Sheller, Annie Sheller and
Jackson Fite. Front Row from left, James Fenelon, Abby
Sheller, Zoe Kincaid and Davie Sheller.


