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Smoking does not relieve stress – it
actually reinforces it.
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While hunting
ideas for a
spooky
Halloween
column, I ran
across some
articles about a
mysterious
woman dressed

in black who was scaring the
bejeebers out of people in
Noblesville and Cicero
around 1900.

I actually mentioned one of
these incidents in a column
several years ago, but I
could see from the number
of articles I was finding that
more remained to be said.
 
(Note: Before I got into my
research, I wasn’t aware that
a local theater company, the
Hyperion Players, was
presenting a play called
“The Woman in Black” at this
time. Apart from a general
eeriness, however, there’s
no connection between
what happened here and
the play, which is set in
England.)
 
As early as the 1860s, the
term, “Woman in Black,” was
in common use to describe
mysterious, heavily veiled
figures who dressed in
widow’s weeds and
wandered about at night,
spooking people.

In Appalachian folklore, a
Woman in Black was a
supernatural being who
appeared to men who’d

Columnist
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REASON

Election Day is
less than a week
away.
A reported
46,348 Hamilton
County
registered voters
– or more than
16 percent of
registered voters

Have you had a bad dream this
week? Nightmares are
haunting Americans not only
because of Halloween, but also
because of mounting election
stress. A new report by
Thriving Center of Psychology
reveals Thirty-four percent of
Americans report having at
least one nightmare a week.
Sixty-nine percent say it’s from
external stressors; 38 percent
have had more nightmares
than normal in the last six
months; 42 percent experience
increased anxiety after
nightmares; and 72 percent say
it affected their mood the next
day. Hey we get it. Life is tough
these days. Then again, in the
immortal words of somebody,
maybe we ought to just suck it
up, buttercups!
 
In honor of Halloween, we got
this from our friends at Survey
of Drivers from Gunther
Volkswagen Delray Beach.
They surveyed 3,000 drivers
to find out which roads they
mostly would avoid after dark -
those infamous for
supernatural encounters,
spine-tingling tales, and eerie
sightings that make the
bravest souls’ hair stand on
end. Three in Indiana made the
list: The Avon Bridge, also
known as "Haunted Bridge"
came in at No. 64. Hamilton
Road over in Clinton County
ranked No. 70 and Reeder
Road in Griffith was 111th. The
top three in the nation? Route
9 (Sleepy Hollow) in New York,
Old Ghost Road in Georgia and
Superstition Mountain Apache
Trail in Arizona. Happy
Halloween!
 
Indiana icon Sammy Terry is
again partnering with the
Attorney General’s office to
remind Hoosiers to search for
unclaimed treats
at IndianaUnclaimed.gov.
Sammy Terry is featured in a
digital advertising campaign
calling all Hoosiers around the
state to text
SAMMY to 46220 and search
your name for unclaimed
property. “Go, my minions, to
Indianaunclaimed.gov and
hunt for any unclaimed
pleasant nightmares just
waiting to be claimed by you,”
Sammy Terry said. 

The Hamilton County Elections
Office is in need of 11 Democrat
Absentee Counters for second
shift for Election Day on Tuesday,
Nov. 5. This position would work
at the Judicial Center in
Noblesville from 3:30 p.m. to 11
p.m. The position pays $120 and
dinner is provided. The job
involves working with a
Republican absentee counter and
opening the absentee ballots for
counting. Please contact Beth
Sheller at bethany.sheller@
Hamiltoncounty.in.gov or call at
(317) 770-4414 to learn more. 

– have already voted as of
last Friday, according to
Beth Sheller, Hamilton
County Elections
administrator.

Early voting continues
through noon Monday at
nine Hamilton County
satellite locations. 
Voters who requested an
absentee ballot by last
Thursday’s midnight
deadline have another
deadline, of noon this
Monday to turn in their
completed ballots at the
Hamilton County Elections
Office.

Sheller said on Friday the
Elections Office had sent out
22,157 requested absentee
ballots (including overseas
and traveling board) to
Hamilton County registered
voters and were still sending
out absentee ballots for the
2024 General Election.

 “We got them in online last
night (Thursday) until
midnight, and I am sure the
Indiana Election Division will
be mailing us some that they
received as timely,” Sheller
said Friday.

“It is more absentee ballots
than any other presidential
election, aside from 2020
Covid (pandemic) year, of
course, when anyone could
vote by mail,” she said.

Registered voters who didn’t
request an absentee ballot
should plan to early vote in
person today through noon
Monday at one of the nine
satellite locations or vote in
person on Election Day,
when the polls will be open 6
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday at 111
polling sites that will
encompass 220 precincts.

It’s good to see so many
registered voters getting out
to vote.

As Election Day grows closer,
the early voter lines grow
longer. Already, some voters
have waited one or two
hours in line to early vote.

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten

us again unto a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ

from the dead.

“When witches go riding and black
cats are seen, the moon laughs and
whispers, ‘tis near Halloween.”
Unknown

Who’s there?
Bee!
Bee who?
Bee-ware of the full moon at
Halloween!

Vote, It’s Your Civic Duty
Almost One in Five
Registered Voters
Have Cast Ballots

Photo provided by Beth Sheller,
Hamilton County Elections Office

Beth Sheller, Hamilton County
Elections administrator, has sent
out more than 22,000 absentee
ballots for the 2024 General
Election, and is currently getting
ready the Inspector Instruction
Manuals (above) for the county’s
111 polling sites for the Nov. 5
election.

WHERE AND WHEN TO EARLY VOTE IN COUNTY
Hamilton County registered voters may vote early with no
application necessary. Just bring along your identification
(Indiana Driver’s License, Indiana State ID, U.S. Passport, or
U.S. Military ID). Voters may check their voter registration
status at https://indianavoters.in.gov/ or call Hamilton County
Voter Registration Office at 317-776-9632.

Here are the nine early voting locations with dates and times.
Hamilton County Government & Judicial Center, One
Hamilton County Square, Noblesville -- Today through
Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Monday, 8 a.m. to noon.
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, Hall C, 2003 Pleasant
St., Noblesville -- Today through Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Monday, 8 a.m.-noon.
Westfield City Hall, 130 Penn St., Westfield - Today and
Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m.
Cool Creek Nature Center, 2000-1 E 151st St., Carmel --
Today and Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-3 p.m.
Roy G. Holland Memorial Park Building, 1 Park Drive,
Fishers -- Today and Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Billericay Park Building, 12690 Promise Road, Fishers --
Today and Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-3 p.m.
Carmel Library, 425 E Main St., Carmel -- Today and
Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m. ; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m.
Wilfong Pavilion at Founders Park, 11675 Hazel Dell
Parkway, Building A, Carmel -- Today and Thursday, 2
p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Jill Perelman Pavilion, 3000 W. 116thSt., Carmel -- Today
and Thursday, 2 p.m.-7 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3
p.m.

As of presstime, the busiest
early voting day, since early
voting opened on Oct. 8, was
last Friday with a total of
8,399 registered voters
casting their votes at nine
Hamilton County satellite
locations, with the busiest
locations being the Hamilton
County Government &
Judicial Center with a
reported 1,353 early voters
and the Hamilton County 4-
H Fairgrounds with 1,329
early voters. 

The 4-H Fairgrounds has
been the most visited early
voting location since early
voting opened, with a
reported 15,717 early voters,
compared to the Judicial
Center, with a reported
13,718 early voters, as of last
Friday.

Early voting -- which not only
reduces wait time on
Election Day, reduces
burden on Election Day poll
workers and has the
potential to increase
turnout, I’m told. 
In Hamilton County, there
are 285,971 registered
voters.

“My early prediction was
that we would have half of
our 70 percent of expected
voters to vote early,” Sheller
said. “I think we have back

about 13,000 ballots in the
mail right now.”

That means that nearly
60,000 registered voters in
Hamilton County had voted
as of last week. 

Sheller predicts that just
more than “200,000
(Hamilton County registered
voters) will vote (in this
election) if we get 70 percent
turnout,” she said.

See BETSY on Page A2

Elks Honoring
All Veterans
In November
The Elks has proclaimed
November to be Veterans
Remembrance Month to
honor the men and women
who have faithfully served
our country as members of
the armed forces. Elks
pledge “So long as there are
veterans, the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks
will never forget them.”

This month and every
month, Elks members give
generously of their time,
energy and resources to
serve veterans and military
members in need of
support. Last year, the Elks’
time and support of
veterans is valued at
$55,654,802. In VA Medical
Centers, State Veterans
Homes and communities
across the country, Elks are
helping veterans access the
healthcare, housing and
community connection they
need every day.

One way Elks care for
veteran is through the Elks
Emergency Assistance Fund,
which helps veterans
prevent or exit
homelessness. Recently, we
paid a security deposit for a
91-year-old Korean War

See ELKS on Page A10

The Mysterious
Woman in Black

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC8GY4d4-2FMsiV-2FcUM9lYWd0dszCEtfSr5Zq87-2BFR0A56SMgKgkmng9-2BXOv37vpM0AL4VxP12w6L02Bw-2FeRfZt2wM-3D_djs_UVtVxPTL-2FmizbAStvnOQ57TagNNOaScTQk4NFEHEMSfBIcGxuUrklzPuNhKdrV8dWR3Hmr43zoBWDXztiRYaNHeIVosppx9kUj-2B7adrJkXBgw3aFbLDQjW77nOQxv3ORT57WMoKLEljmneHxFIltB-2BhXld94U2LupMfA3j7k8p0lse6jl6U5Dg6jSNun-2FCGJz5R-2FTcrP-2FcwNca6yVuU9eL1gdFcGeXq0pqYHgejZyirSETXxV8JJw-2FX91Ndu0A0dOnRn7XpNJkgXsWPdUmHyz-2FP03bDt3A53pb7JkaWJjNa6zlvLMPveBAMWXvvswVT1CiYTDZrwYCU0Q7nGKCQrbQ-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC8GY4d4-2FMsiV-2FcUM9lYWd0dszCEtfSr5Zq87-2BFR0A56SMgKgkmng9-2BXOv37vpM0AL4VxP12w6L02Bw-2FeRfZt2wM-3D_djs_UVtVxPTL-2FmizbAStvnOQ57TagNNOaScTQk4NFEHEMSfBIcGxuUrklzPuNhKdrV8dWR3Hmr43zoBWDXztiRYaNHeIVosppx9kUj-2B7adrJkXBgw3aFbLDQjW77nOQxv3ORT57WMoKLEljmneHxFIltB-2BhXld94U2LupMfA3j7k8p0lse6jl6U5Dg6jSNun-2FCGJz5R-2FTcrP-2FcwNca6yVuU9eL1gdFcGeXq0pqYHgejZyirSETXxV8JJw-2FX91Ndu0A0dOnRn7XpNJkgXsWPdUmHyz-2FP03bDt3A53pb7JkaWJjNa6zlvLMPveBAMWXvvswVT1CiYTDZrwYCU0Q7nGKCQrbQ-3D-3D
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fprotect2.fireeye.com%2Fv1%2Furl%3Fk=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-391d51cb06f7c636%26q=1%26e=504b29d7-0b6a-46a0-85e9-b7c2fd631c2c%26u=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.indianaunclaimed.gov%252F/1/01010192d2ebe57f-91e58210-b04c-4b9e-b1bf-dfe0f21632d0-000000/XLkOC8iGGk11oDkRyjAWfpKTZEvUKpLQnoKh6DkY54A=376
mailto:bethany.sheller@Hamiltoncounty.in.gov
mailto:bethany.sheller@Hamiltoncounty.in.gov
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children receive the
education they need
to thrive is one of the
most important
responsibilities we
share as parents,
teachers, and
community members.
While national politics
often dominate the
headlines, local school
board races are vital
to fostering strong,
conservative
communities that
prioritize
opportunities for the
next generation. 

I am proud to endorse
Dave Dawson, Alison
Hanley, and Brad
Helvey for the
Noblesville School

Dear Editor,

Ensuring our

“We will probably come
close since the satellites
are very busy,” she said.

Our daughter, Addie,
who voted in this year’s
primary election just
before turning 18,
requested an absentee
ballot be sent to her
college address since
she won’t be home to
early vote or vote on
Election Day.

She studied the
candidates and made
sure that her absentee
ballot was mailed on
time.

“Voting is important
because it is your voice
in shaping policies and
leadership, and it
directly impacts my life,
especially as I go into
adulthood and have to
start investing in my
future,” Addie told me.

We’re so proud of her.

I wondered how many
young, new registered
voters in Hamilton
County are voting by
absentee ballots in this
election.

But there isn’t a way to
track, I’m told.

“There would be no way
for me to determine how
many young people are
getting the ballots at
school,” Sheller said.

“I can tell you, we have
sent out at least
hundreds though,” she
said. “We also had a lot
of them early voting this
past week, as many were
on fall break.”
Noblesville Schools
returned Monday to
classes after a two-week
fall break.

Besides new voters, a lot
of voters ages 65 and
older requested
absentee ballots.

I helped my
nonagenarian parents

BETSY From Page A1

request an absentee
ballot this year, making
sure that they cast their
votes, even if they can’t
easily maneuver the
lines at the polls this
Election Day.

Ever since I was young, I
remember how my mom
and dad would drive to
our voting precinct in
Henry County and vote
on Election Day in
November.

Voting is our civic duty,
they told me, a chance
for registered voters to
have a say in those who
represent us.

At each of the early-
voting sites, voters will
find plenty of parking,
directional signs of
where to enter the
buildings and a sea of
political campaign signs.
As always, before voting,
voters should do their
homework. Figure out
where you stand and the
candidates that you
support. Jot down your
choices before you head
to the polls so you won’t
get confused with so
many names on the
ballot. 

Vote early if you can.
And when the poll
workers ask if you want
an “I voted” sticker, say
“yes.” 

Be proud that you are
doing your civic duty.
For more election
information, visit https://
www.hamiltoncounty.in.
gov and click on
Elections Office.
Precinct maps are
available on the website.
Questions may be
directed to the Elections
Office at 317-776-8476.

Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times editor Betsy
Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com.

Reader Endorses
Dawson, Hanley, Helvey

Board. They are
committed to
promoting a school
district that
emphasizes academic
excellence, values
input from parents
and teachers, and
ensures transparency
in budgets and
curricula. I encourage
everyone in the
district to learn more
about these three
excellent candidates
and make a plan to
vote for them on or
before November 5th.
(Remember, even if
voting straight ticket,
scroll to the end of the
ballot and vote for all
three candidates
individually). 

Max Engling
Fishers
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favorite times of any
year is around
elections. For me, the
news goes flat when
it’s all over. I enjoy the
research, discussions,
and even canvassing
door-to-door. So, I
would like to share
some information I
have about the
conservative
Noblesville School
Board candidates:
Dave Dawson, Alison
Hanley, and Brad
Helvey.

My choice for School
Board is based on
three key tenets. First,
I want to see
academics instead of
politics in the
classroom. This
fosters more time on
the actual subjects. It
has been shown that
time on subject makes
all the difference in
mastering a subject.
We are told that too
many students
graduate today
without the basic skills
necessary to be
successful in life. We
need to do all we can
to stop this trend.

Second, I want to see
that the money given
to the school board is
being used more
wisely. Another
referendum for more
money is not the
answer. While doing
my research I spoke
with an elected official
where I learned that
the other side of the
aisle is looking to
initiate just such a
referendum. Let us use
what we have to
better advantage.
Although the
Noblesville School
District receives 47
percent of all our
property taxes, our
students rank the

Dear Editor,

One of my

Another Reader Backs
Dawson, Hanley, Helvey

lowest of all the big 4
school districts. Note
each school district’s
percentage of
property taxes
allocated to them:
HSE/Fishers – 10
percent; Carmel – 24
percent; Westfield –
26 percent;
Noblesville – 47
percent. This tells me
there is a big
disconnect here.
Third, I want to see
that parents, teachers,
and students all feel
free to be open and
feel safe to express
their opinions. I want
parents to feel that
they have a seat at the
table and that they are
the true principal
authorities over their
children’s lives and
education, not
uninformed
bystanders. I want
teachers on both sides
of the aisle to be a
part of the educational
conversation. I want
students to feel safe
as well. As I was going
door-to-door, I had a
conversation with a
conservative parent
who tells her high
schoolers to just keep
their mouths shut
during class, so their
grades do not take a
hit. What a travesty.

During a well-attended
Meet and Greet with
Dave Dawson, Alison
Hanley, and Brad
Helvey, I heard my
three tenets affirmed.

So, if you are a fellow
conservative,
remember Dawson,
Hanley, and Helvey
(DHH) when you head
to the polls to vote for
Noblesville School
Board candidates.
Let’s get all three of
them in office to effect
the change we need.

Carrie Moe
Noblesville
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to the wire as election
day is very close by. As
the TWO CENTS
author and CEO of
Sagamore Tim
Timmons says, “this
may be one of if not
THE – most important
elections in quite
some time.” And he is
“right on” or “hitting
the nail on the head.”

I have known this
when Donald Trump
pleaded to the
American people after
the 2020 election, that
the 2020 election was
stolen. His numbers
were up substantially
before midnight but
the Biden sweep snuck
in during the wee
hours when most of
the American people
stopped watching the
election returns and
went to bed.

The morning after,
Trump’s high numbers
tumbled. In fact some
were erased to meet
the numbers for Biden
to win. I say you can’t
take away a winning
vote from a candidate
after it has been
placed. This is the
wrong way in
mathematics, once the
figure is there it is
there. It took hours
and even days to
surpass the large
amount of numbers
Trump officially won in
the first place. This is
true treason forced
upon the American
citizenry. Some voters
supported this fact
and many others did
not.

Harris claims “we are

Dear Editor,

We are down

Writer Agrees With
Column – Go Vote

not going back, but
going forward.” Think,
what does she really
mean, “we are going
forward?” I surmise
that she means
pushing away from law
and order, morality
and common sense
and forcing her
“equity” definition
upon all American
citizens. She has
proven this with her
$750! financial
support
response/offer to the
suffering mountain
people in
southeastern USA
compared to the
amount of money
spent on illegals who
crossed our border
uninvited by the
American citizens.
This is not the election
to vote for candidates
who support the
ABORTION issue.
Anyone who does so is
reckless, selfish and
uneducated. Saving
our country is more
important than
someone's foolhardy
sexual needs that can
have the natural result
of an unwanted baby.

The election results of
November 5, 2024 will
rock this nation one
way or another. Many
American citizens
across this country
have realized this and
have been working like
dogs to fight back just
to save our country as
we knew it. This is why
so many are running
for office in all levels
of government across
our country. This is
why it is important for
every citizen to VOTE.

Mari Briggs
Sheridan

Sheridan Trick or Treaters Are Invited
If you are visiting
uptown Sheridan on
Halloween night this
coming Thursday
evening, you are
welcome to visit the
Museum, see our
displays, warm up
and/or dry off if the
weather is not great.
Kids in costume will
get a bag of treats
while the supply lasts.
We at the museum
love to see all the
young children in their
costumes while older
children and their
parents get to see our
displays and ask
questions about our
community history.

Sheridan traditionally
has a short parade
down Main Street
starting about a half
hour before the
traditional Trick or
Treat neighborhood
hours of 6 to 8 pm.
Parade participants
assemble at Veterans
Park for the 5:30 p.m.
parade and walk down
Main Street to 6th
Street where the

parade terminates.
Participants then
reverse course and
head back along the
parade route and
begin the hunt for
sweets and treats
from Main Street
merchants, trunk or
treat folks, and other
organizations like the
Sheridan Historical
Society. Weather
depending, it is not
unusual for the town
to see 400 to 500
people visiting the
uptown business
district for this event.
It is quite a lively
evening for a couple of
hours along Sheridan’s
main drag if you have
never participated
before.

We hope you will make
plans to join us this
Thursday evening, Oct.
31. We love seeing
your children all
dressed up in their
favorite costume, we
enjoy talking with
accompanying adults,
and we like telling
everyone about the

history of Sheridan and
answering questions
about our community.
The Museum is located
at 315 S. Main St., right
in the heart of the
business district. We
are normally open on
Tuesdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays from 1 pm to
4 pm, but we open for
dedicated events like
Halloween,
Independence Day
festivities, Christmas
celebrations, and other
various holiday

programs. Sometimes
we need to close for
sad events or
dangerous weather. If
you are new to the
area, please know that
Sheridan is located just
on the country side of
Hamilton County, and
functions as the
northwest gateway to
greater Hamilton
County, Indiana. We
invite you to drop in
and see what we are all
about.

Photo courtesy Sheridan Historical Society

Members of the Sheridan Historical Society are
stuffing 400 candy bags for Trick or Treaters this year.
From left are Jean Hadley, Donna Jessup, Brendan
White, Bess Coppess, Connie Mossburg, Connie
Pearson, Pam Drury, Yvonne Picket and Ron Stone.
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it doesn’t work that way.
And the other day was
seemingly one call after
another . . . and another .
. . and another. So if you
were one of those calls
toward the end of the
day and if I sounded
anything less than
cheerful, let me
apologize now.

Please understand,
there was one in
particular that sent me
over the edge.

“Times, Timmons.”

“We’s looking for the
owner of the business,”
the nasal twang started.

We’s? Nasal twang? Sigh.
How does Bubba
Castiron ALWAYS call at
the worst possible time?

“As the proper and
forthwit owner, we
would like you to take
part in a short survey
about the presidential
election. Can y’all tell us
who you are voting-”

“Cut it out, Bubba! I
know it’s you!”

“Dang, Timmons. “How
do you always figure out
it’s me?”

For those who haven’t
had the “pleasure,”
Bubba Castiron is the
guy everyone avoids at
the family reunion. He’s
loud, smokes and drinks
too much and if
rednecks all over the
country were a family,

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Doesn’t it
seem like
with the
explosion of
emails the
phone
should ring
less? For
some reason

Bubba’s Attempted Stay in House was Haunting
Bubba would be
considered the black
sheep.

“Lucky guess, Bubba.
Listen, I’m kind of busy
here. What can I do-”

“Well damn, Timmons.
We ain’t even started
talking yet and here
you is already trying to
get rid of me. And I got
a great story for you,
considering it’s the eve
of all Hallowed Eve
and everything.”

“Thanks, Bubba. But I
think we’ve got-”

“Timmons, me and the
mizzus decided to
spend the night in this
old house that we’re
pretty sure is haunted.
And boy howdy, did we
ever have a night!”

I sighed. I hate to
admit it, but as a
newspaper vagabond
with worn-out
Weejuns, I have seen
my fair share of things
I can’t explain. Besides,
the day was almost
over so what would it
hurt to hear him out?

“You know that house
out on that gravel road
way north of town?”
Bubba asked.

With that kind of
detail, how could I not!

“Gee Bubba, can’t say
that I do. But how
about just telling me
what happened?”

“Well sir, we drove all
the way out there and
of course it’s a rainin’
and a thunderin’ to
beat the band. We run
up on the covered
front porch and sure
enough, the door’s

unlocked. To tell the
truth, Timmons. We kind
of was hoping it’d be
locked up tighter than a
drum. But we go ahead
and fird up our loins
and-”

“Gird,” I corrected.

“Heard what?” Bubba
said.

“Not heard, gird.”

“Huh?”

“Never mind, just go on
with your story.”

“The weird thing was,
the insides wasn’t at all
what we expected. It
was pretty clean and
tidy and actually had
furniture. But then we
got to thinking that that
made it spookier. It was
like someone left, and
left in a hurry.

“So anyways, we looked
around for a bit and
then decided to turn in.
You know, things that go
bump in the night
always seem to get more
active when you hit the
hay.”

Much to my frustration,
Bubba had me thinking.
Why would someone
abandon a house like
that? What horrible
things happened?”

“The bed was really soft
and warm and even
though I had a few
devilish ideas, if ya know
what I mean,” Bubba
actually giggled. “It
pretty much fell right
asleep purt near after
my head hit the pillow.

“But Timmons, I got to
tell you, the next thing
that happened was as
wild and crazy as you

could ever set your
imagination to.”

“What happened,
Bubba?”

“We woke with a start
when we heard this loud
banging and there were
flashing blue lights going
off everywhere and this
super loud wailing. I
mean to tell you,
Timmons. It was like the
good Lord Almighty was
waking us up Hisself! The
next thing you know, the
bedroom door goes
flying open with a
mighty crash and . . . “

“And what, Bubba? What
happened then?”

“Two police officers
came running in with
guns drawn and wanted
to know exactly what we
were doing there. Turns
out the house wasn’t
abandoned at all. This
nice old couple lived
there. They was out for
dinner and came home
to find us in their bed!
Well, after hearing our
story they decided not
to press charges. In fact,
Timmons, we all had a
good laugh about it.”

I wonder if I give Bubba
my email he would stop
calling?
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in
The Times. Timmons is
the chief executive
officer of Sagamore
News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is
also a proud Noblesville
High School graduate
and can be contacted
at ttimmons@
thetimes24-7.com.
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 committed some misdeed.
However, the mourning
outfit also provided great
cover for the criminal
activities of ordinary
humans.

Woman in Black sightings
began to really pop up in
Indiana after 1900.
Anderson, Princeton and
Rushville were just a few of
the Hoosier cities besides
Noblesville and Cicero to
report such incidents.
 
Generally, these women
(or men masquerading as
women) would refuse to
speak when addressed and
ran off if confronted.
They’d invade backyards
or peep in windows, and
liked to lurk in alleys and
hide behind trees.
 
In some instances they
resorted to violence, but
most Women in Black in
Indiana seem to have
avoided physical contact.
There were exceptions,
though. In Muncie, a man
was grabbed by a woman
who examined his face,
then released him,
muttering,  “You’re not the
man.”
 
The first instance I found
of this phenomenon in
Hamilton County occurred
in Noblesville in May,
1901. 

Many “reputable”
residents of Maple Avenue
and Cherry Street
reported seeing a woman
who would usually appear
around 9:00 p.m. and walk
quickly down the street,
avoiding contact with all

PAULA From Page A1

those she met.

A few weeks after the
initial sighting, Dr. E. C.
Loehr caught sight of the
mysterious figure in black
near the Second Ward
schoolhouse (today’s
Seminary Park) around
midnight, He pursued the
person to a nearby house
where the individual was
met by a man and a
woman.
 
Dr. Loehr was convinced
one of those people was
the mysterious stranger
he’d followed, but,
although he recognized
the trio, he wouldn’t make
their names public for
some reason, so the
mystery continued.
 
No more incidents
appeared in the
newspapers for about a
year and half, then a
former Noblesville city
councilman reported
another sighting late one
night near Tenth and
Wayne Streets.
 
The woman was also seen
near the wagon (Logan
Street) bridge. James
WInslow, a porter at the
Houston Hotel, declared
“in very emphatic terms”
that she’d chased him
home twice!

In 1903 a Woman in Black
showed up in Cicero,
frightening the town’s
young women so badly
that they refused to go out
after dark unescorted. This
woman wrote a letter to
the editor of Cicero’s
newspaper threatening

him with violence if he
printed anything about  
her.
 
The editor responded
by promising that not
only would he publish
her letter, he intended
to turn it over to the
postal authorities.

There were sightings in
Noblesville in 1904,
and in Cicero in 1905,
then nothing until 1919
when the Woman in
Black was observed at
two separate locations
in Noblesville. That
appears to have been
the final visit.
 
None of the Women (or
Men) in Black were
ever identified, so the
reason behind the odd
behavior remains a
mystery.
 
(That’s assuming, of
course, they were
really flesh and blood!)
 
Happy Halloween!
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend
@gmail.com

veteran moving into a
new home, when his
longtime residence was
no longer available for
rent. Just a few
hundred dollars of
assistance offered this
veteran a new path.
“Thank you to the Elks
team and all
supporting members,”
his VA Social Worker
shared. “The veteran
wanted me to share his
gratitude for the
assistance in a very
challenging time. It
made a great
difference. The funds

ELKS From Page A1

made rehousing not
merely a hope, but
made it possible!”
From supporting the
children of deployed
National Guard
members to helping
Korean War veterans
stay stably housed,
veterans and their
families know that
they can count on the
Elks, no matter what
stage of their life they
are in.

Elks everywhere urge
all Americans to join
them in service to the

veterans in every
community. Our nation’s
veterans have served
their time. Now, it’s our
turn to serve. There are
nearly 1,800 Elks Lodges
across the country with
a total membership of
nearly 800,000. To
learn more and to join us
in service, visit
www.elks.org.

For membership
information visit
Noblesville Elks Lodge
#576 at 35 S. 9th Street;
Noblesville, IN
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