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Eating whole grains instead of
refined white starches results in

less belly fat.

Today’s health tip was brought to
you by Dr. John Roberts. 

Hamilton
Happenings

Three Things
You Should Know
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2
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The Hamilton County Elections
Office is in need of 11 Democrat
Absentee Counters for second
shift for Election Day on Tuesday,
Nov. 5. This position would work
at the Judicial Center in
Noblesville from 3:30 p.m. to 11
p.m. The position pays $120 and
dinner is provided. The job
involves working with a
Republican absentee counter and
opening the absentee ballots for
counting. Please contact Beth
Sheller at bethany.sheller@
Hamiltoncounty.in.gov or call at
(317) 770-4414 to learn more. 

The seemingly
 never-ending 
controversy 
over daylight 
savings time 
is in the news 
again – mostly 
because between 
bedtime Saturday 
night and church Sunday morning,
we Hoosiers will “fall back” an hour.
Yes, daylight savings time in the U.S.
begins on the second Sunday and
March and ends on the first Sunday
in November. So if you are up at 2
a.m. Sunday morning, and if you
don’t have one of those clocks that
do it automatically, re-set the clocks
to 1 p.m. – and just our advice, but
go to bed and enjoy an “extra” hour
of sleep!
 
The Indiana DNR plan for the
strategic direction of the DNR
Division of Forestry is now available
for public comment at
on.IN.gov/forest-management.
Hoosiers are also invited to attend
public meetings in November or
December to learn more about the
five-year strategic plan and ask
questions. The meetings will be held
Nov. 6, Nov. 14, and Dec. 4.
Comments will be accepted online
through Dec. 17 at 5 p.m. Meetings
will take place at Fort Harrison,
Salamonie Lake and Spring Mill
State Park.
 
Our friends at Thelines.com have
come up with Hoosiers’ favorite pro
teams, based on Google search data
over the last 12 months for all 125
Major League sports teams in the
U.S. No big surprise, but the
Indianapolis Colts finished first
(hey, at least they finished first in
something). Of course that was
before the quarterback decided he
was too tired to play. Our Pacers
finished third, surprisingly behind
the Chicago Cubs. Chicago struck
again at No. 4 with the Bears and
the Cincinnati Reds were fifth?
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Hyperion Players’ “The Woman
in Black” play. Join Legacy
Christian School’s Family Fun
Festival at Bethel Lutheran
Church in Noblesville. Bring the
family to Noblesville High
School Theatre’s Trunk or
Treat. See the Global War on
Terror Fallen Heroes Memorial
Wall at Cyntheanne Christian
Church in Fishers with auction
to benefit Veterans & Athletes
United. There are plenty of
activities to do this weekend
and beyond in and around
Noblesville. Find these and
more happenings in The Times’
list of 20 things to do this
weekend and beyond:

1. Join Noblesville Creates for a
celebration of Dia del los
Muertos, the annual Day of the
Dead celebration 4-9 p.m.
today at Noblesville Creates at
Eighth and Maple streets in
downtown Noblesville, with
Mexican art and culture
through hands-on crafts, face
painting 4-6 p.m., Mexican
artist market, 8 p.m. today and
5 p.m. Sunday Cardinal
Comedy Club’s ticketed
“Spooky Show” stand-up
comedy at the Hamilton
County Artists’ Association,

Celebrate Day of
the Dead at
Noblesville
Creates. Visit
Noblesville Main
Street’s Noble-
who’s-Ville
Chocolate Trail in
downtown
Noblesville. See

See BETSY Page A4

Forgive us, but we’re in the spirit of
Christmas so we’re starting the Yule
jokes a little early this year (hey,
with all the strife in the world, can’t
we all use some holiday cheer)! 
What goes Ho Ho Whoosh, Ho Ho
Whoosh? 
Santa going through a revolving
door!

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are

passed away; behold, all
things are become new.

Social Security Matters 
This article is intended for information purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Ask Rusty – About Taxation
of Social Security Benefits

Dear Rusty:  
I am past my Social
Security full retirement
age, and I am still working.
I am married and we file
our income tax jointly. My
husband is 64 and is not
working now, but he may,
or may not, be able to
work in the next year or so.
At what point will my
Social Security benefits be
taxed, if I decide to take
them now? 
Signed: Worried About
Taxes 

Dear Worried: 
Many Social Security
recipients are surprised to
find that their benefits may
be considered taxable by
the IRS, so I welcome the
opportunity to clarify this
topic for you.  
 
Whether or not your Social
Security benefits are
taxable depends on your
overall combined taxable
income for your IRS tax
filing status. Taxation of
Social Security benefits for
a married couple (filing
jointly) depends on your
combined income as a
couple, which is called
your “Modified Adjusted
Gross Income” (MAGI) by
the IRS. Your MAGI See RUSTY Page A3

consists of your normal
Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) on your IRS tax
return, plus 50% of the SS
benefits you received
during the tax year, plus
any non-taxable interest
you may have had. 

If your MAGI (filing jointly)
exceeds $32,000, then
50% of the SS benefits
you received during the
tax year becomes taxable,
but if your MAGI as a
couple exceeds $44,000
then up to 85% of your
received SS benefits
becomes taxable (at your
standard IRS tax rate).
Note that these tax
thresholds are less for
those who file their taxes
as a single – e.g., for
someone whose IRS filing
status is “single,” half of
their Social Security
benefits become part of
their taxable income if
their personal MAGI is
over $25,000, and up to
85% of their SS benefits
are taxable if their
individual MAGI is over
$34,000. 

Another factor often
misunderstood is that

Doctors’ Tips for a
Healthy and Safe
Holiday Season
(StatePoint) The holiday
season is a joyous time of
year, but it can also throw
your wellness routines out of
alignment. Doctors advise
prioritizing healthy choices
during this period, so you can
start 2025 on the right foot.
 
“Everyone’s holiday wish is to
be happy, health and safe, but
the season is often a time for
overindulgence in food and
drink, increased stress and
exposure to respiratory
illness,” says Bruce A. Scott,
M.D., president of the
American Medical Association
(AMA).
 
The AMA recommends taking

See TIPS Page A3

5 Things to Know
About Medicare
Open Enrollment
(Family Features) Medicare
Open Enrollment, which runs
from Oct. 15-Dec. 7 each year,
is the one time you can
review, compare and make
changes to your Medicare
health and prescription drug
plans for the next year.
Because plans – and your
health – can change, it’s
important to compare plans
every year. Visit Medicare.gov
to see what’s new for 2025,
including a $2,000 cap on out-
of-pocket costs for covered
prescription drugs, get extra
help with prescription drug
costs and more.

See OPEN Page A9

Halloween’s Over;
But Plenty of
Events Still on Tap

Photo courtesy of Noblesville
Creates

Join Noblesville Creates for a
celebration of Dia del los
Muertos, the annual Day of
the Dead celebration 4-9 p.m.
today at Noblesville Creates
at Eighth and Maple streets in
downtown Noblesville.

“I don’t run away from a challenge
because I am afraid. Instead, I run toward
it because the only way to escape fear is
to trample it beneath your feet.”
Nadia Comaneci

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ff6UVtVXGds&t=520s
mailto:bethany.sheller@Hamiltoncounty.in.gov
mailto:bethany.sheller@Hamiltoncounty.in.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/on.IN.gov%2Fforest-management/1/01010192c3f8937f-00f83133-800b-42d9-b5e9-dab0cd64f42e-000000/z6jft4w8yd_MmmPG4QK-5FYjOHEmUIbM3nmLJs5klt0=376
https://thelines.com/
https://www.medicare.gov/?utm_source=familyfeatures&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=#17246-CMS
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Election Trust and Integrity is My
Duty as Your Secretary of State

qualifications.

I do not believe or
suspect that 585,774
non-citizens are on
Indiana’s voter
registration list. I know
for a fact however, that
there are some non-U.S.
citizens on Indiana’s
voting rolls who have
been issued a
government ID which
would allow them to
vote.
 
As a naturalized
immigrant myself, I
know the process to U.S.
Citizenship. I know that
federal and state laws
for resident aliens,
parolees, even illegal
migrants, have holes
that can be exploited for
voting. Here are a few
real examples:
 
Recently, a non-citizen
contacted my office
explaining that he had
registered to vote, and
wanted to know how to
cancel his registration,
which he recognized
was illegal and might
derail his hopes for
immigration. He was
directed to a state form
to complete and submit
for that purpose.
 
The question remained,
how had he become
registered in the first
place? His voter file
included a completed
and signed voter
registration form. In Box
10, where an individual
attests that they are
a citizen, he had
correctly checked “NO”.
Pursuant to law his
completed registration
form was forwarded to a
county voter
registration office,
where a clerical mistake
entering his information
into the computerized
voter registration
database had been
made. This was not the
individuals fault.
 
A second example came
directly from a County
Clerk. A registered voter
in her district asked if
they needed to be a
citizen to vote. The Clerk
explained the law, and
through the
conversation
discovered that the
individual had been
unintentionally
prompted to register to
vote during a visit to an
Indiana BMV branch.

This example is the most
common way that non-
citizens end up on
Indiana’s voter
registration list. The
National Voter
Registration Act
provides that most
federal and state
government agencies
that provide services or
assistance to the public
must inquire about
voter registration and
offer forms and
assistance with
registering. Some
government agencies
provide aid and
assistance to individuals
in need, without regard
to residency,
immigration status, or
citizenship.

DIEGO
MORALES
Guest
Columnist

statewide office, my
duty is to do everything
I can within my
authority to ensure that
our elections are
conducted in a lawful,
accountable, and
trustworthy manner for
all Hoosiers.

It’s entirely appropriate
for election
administrators, starting
with myself, to respond
to concerns that non-
U.S. citizens can register
to vote and vote, under
what is basically an
“honor system” for the
citizenship qualification.
Concern about the ease
at which a non-citizen
may register to vote and
cast a vote, have been
expressed to me
directly from voters and
local election officials,
and is not far-fetched or
unreasonable.

There has been a critical
outcry from some, that
not relying of the “honor
system” for U.S.
Citizenship is somehow
mean spirited or
unpatriotic. I disagree.
I’m sure virtually no
respectable Hoosier
would try to sneak into a
Taylor Swift concert, or
attend a Colts game, or
board a commercial
airline, without a ticket,
or carrying a prohibited
item. Still, despite our
trust in people’s
honesty, it’s virtually
unquestioned that
everyone attending a
concert or game, or
boarding an airplane,
will be asked for their
ticket and screened for
dangerous, prohibited
items. Asking everyone
is not discriminatory,
accusatory, mean-
spirited, or unpatriotic –
it’s basic common
sense. In another
context, President
Ronald Regan once
famously said “trust but
verify”. Asking 70,000
Colts fans to show their
ticket and pass security
screening is not a
challenge to their
integrity or an effort to
lower game attendance.
Likewise, unobtrusive
screening for non-U.S.
citizens who may have
intentionally or
unknowingly registered
to vote is not casting
dispersion on all who
are eligible to vote.

People would not visit a
doctor or hospital,
board a commercial
airline, or entrust their
child to a licensed
daycare center, if they
did not have confidence
that government
agencies had done their
duty to assure that
everyone conducting
those activities met
required qualifications.
As a matter of duty, and
in the interest of
integrity and assurance,
government should
respond to any
reasonable concern that
any government
regulated provider may
lack required

As Indiana’s
Chief
Election
Officer and
as an
immigrant
elected to a

See TRUST
Page A3

Noblesville Passes ’25 City Budget

“This budget addresses
the increased service
needs of our growing city
while being fiscally
responsible," said
Noblesville Common
Council President Darren
Peterson. "The council
appreciates the
cooperation between its
members and Mayor
Jensen and his staff to
create a budget that
provides for critical
investments in public
safety, infrastructure,
and improvements to the
quality of life throughout
our community, without
increasing taxes on
residents.”
 
The budget aligns
ongoing spending
increases with the city’s
8-year revenue growth
trajectory, featuring an
6.4 percent increase for
our core operational
funds. The proposed
budget focuses on
government
modernization,
efficiency, return on
investment, cost
containment, and
proactive preservation of
significant assets. The
operational budget,
which excludes pension
and debt service
payments, totals
$110,422,574, with nearly
52 percent of on-going
operational spending
directed to public safety.
 
“The certified net
assessed value growth is
7.4 percent or $377.2
million higher in 2025.
This gives the city a great
opportunity to
strategically invest more
in the community.
Noblesville is also
expecting its local
income tax allocation
from the county to rise
by 16.6 percent,” said
CFO & Controller Jeff
Spalding. “The city
continues to have very
strong reserves and the
combined balances for
the General Fund/Rainy
Day Fund are projected
to be nearly $35.5 million
by the end of this year.
This allows Noblesville to
budget $10 million for
key one-time
investments in capital
projects, needed
equipment, and future
capacity."

The Noblesville
Common Council
approved the city’s
2025 Civil City budget at
its meeting tonight. The
2025 budget totals
$127,666,422 to fund all
city operations,
personnel, projects, and
programs, excluding the
sewer utility which is a
separate entity.
 
Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen's budget focuses
on all four of his policy
pillars: public safety,
infrastructure,
downtown & quality of
life, and economic &
workforce development.
The budget maintains a
tax rate of $1.10 for the
sixth consecutive year,
all while serving a
growing community
through supporting core
services with continued
investment in
infrastructure and
quality-of-life projects.
There are property tax
hardship programs
available for eligible
taxpayers in Hamilton
County.

“Our city is growing and
with that growth comes
a budget strategically
crafted to meet the
needs of the ninth
largest city in the state,”
said Mayor Chris
Jensen. “This budget
makes investments that
support the expanding
Noblesville community,
stimulates the economy,
and grows our tax base
responsibly. I thank the
Noblesville Council
members for their
thoughtful and strategic
approach to the city’s
budget.”

Jensen’s 2025 budget
focused on
strengthening core
operations and
personnel while
advancing key
infrastructure and
quality-of-life initiatives.
The 2025 budget makes
continued investments
in top capital priorities,
including Pleasant
Street with the
extension of the
Midland Trace Trail,
Innovation Mile, a new
police station, trail
projects, and road
improvements.
 

Westfield Breaks Ground
on Two New Schools

with other elementary
schools’ fields used to
replace the ones that
are lost. Both new
schools will be
identical in design,
featuring a state-of-
the-art layout that
includes modern
safety features,
collaborative learning
spaces, and updated
technology to enhance
the student
experience. Each
school will have a
capacity for 800
students and will serve
students from
kindergarten through
fifth grade.

“Today is about
breaking ground on a
new building; it’s about
creating a school that
builds upon the strong
foundation already in
place,” Shamrock
Springs Elementary
Principal Robb Hedges
said. “We’re creating a
place where
collaboration and
learning are woven into
every aspect of the
school day, every
single day—that’s the
Shamrock way.”

This project represents
the district’s vision for
the future. With both
schools slated for
completion during the
2027-28 school year,
the district will shift
from its current
configuration of six
elementary schools,
one intermediate
school, and one middle
school to eight
elementary schools
and two middle
schools. This updated
structure will support
Westfield’s ongoing
growth while providing
quality education and
enhancing resources
for all students.

Westfield Washington
Schools celebrated
the groundbreaking
for two new
elementary schools
this week, marking an
important step in
expanding district
facilities to meet the
rapid growth in
Westfield. The project
includes the
construction of a new
building for Shamrock
Springs Elementary
and the addition of a
completely new
school, Midland
Crossing Elementary.
The ceremony, held at
Shamrock Springs,
brought together
district leadership,
community members,
and representatives
from Schmidt
Associates and
Garmong
Construction, who are
leading the design and
construction efforts.

“The Westfield
community is growing
at an incredible pace,
and Midland Crossing
Elementary will help
foster a supportive,
innovative, and
inclusive environment
as we strive to create
learning spaces that
not only meet today’s
needs but also
anticipate those of the
future,” Dr. Paul
Kaiser,
Superintendent of
Westfield Washington
Schools, said about
the new Midland
Crossing Elementary
and the district’s
strategic growth to
serve the Westfield
community. 

The new Shamrock
Springs Elementary
building will be
located on the current
site’s baseball fields,
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only a portion of SS
benefits are added to
your income amount
taxed by the IRS. The
amount added –
somewhere between
50% and 85% of the SS
benefits received
during the tax year
(depending on your
MAGI) – becomes
taxable income at your
normal IRS tax rate. 

So, in your case, if you
claim your SS benefits
now, and your
combined income (your
MAGI) exceeds the
above levels for a
married couple, then a
portion (either 50% or
up to 85%) of your SS
benefits received
during the tax year will
be included in your
income taxable by the
IRS. Note, too, that it is
possible to have
income tax withheld

RUSTY From Page A1

from your Social
Security benefits by
submitting IRS form W-
4V to your local Social
Security office. You can
download this IRS form
at www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw4v.pdf.  

This article is intended
for information
purposes only and
does not represent
legal or financial
guidance. Russell Gloor
is the, National Social
Security Advisor at the
AMAC Foundation, the
non-profit arm of the
Association of Mature
American Citizens. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/p
rograms/social-
security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amac
foundation.org.

these steps during the
holidays:

1. Vaccines are a safe
and remarkably
effective defense from
a number of serious
respiratory viruses that
circulate in the fall and
winter. To protect
yourself and your
family, get up to date
on your vaccines,
including the annual flu
shot, as well as the
updated COVID-19
vaccine for everyone 6
months and older.
Vaccines are also
available to protect
older adults from
severe RSV. Tools to
protect infants during
RSV season include
maternal vaccination as
well as the monoclonal
antibody immunization.
If you have questions,
speak with your
physician and review
trusted resources,
including getvaccine
answers.org.

2. Watch what you eat.
Pay particular attention
to labels and avoid
processed foods as
much as you can,
especially those with
added sodium and
sugar. Consider having
a healthy snack before
the big meal or offer to
bring a healthier dish
for the holiday spread.
Drink water instead of
sugar-sweetened
beverages, and eat
nutritious, whole foods
like fresh fruits and
vegetables alongside
richer holiday fare.
 
3. Stick to your exercise
schedule and prioritize
physical activity during
this busy time of year.
A good rule of thumb
for adults is at least
150 minutes a week of
moderate-intensity
activity, or 75 minutes a
week of vigorous-
intensity activity. Brisk
walks, bike rides, hikes
and even family-
friendly sports like
basketball and touch
football are good for
heart health.

4. Use time with
relatives to find out
whether your family
has a history of type 2

TIPS From Page A1

diabetes or
cardiovascular disease,
and whether other
family members have
been told they have
prediabetes. With this
information, you can
better understand your
risk and take charge of
your health.

5. Prioritize your
mental health. Factors
like holiday spending
and navigating time
with extended family
can bring on extra
seasonal stress. You
can help manage stress
by getting sufficient
sleep, exercising and
seeking help from a
mental health
professional when you
need it.
 
6. Make smart choices
and plan ahead if
you’re driving. In
December 2021 alone,
1,013 Americans died in
alcohol impaired-
driving crashes. Do not
drive under any
circumstances if you
intend to drink. And if
you are the designated
driver, make a 100%
commitment to
sobriety.
 
7. Be prepared when
traveling. Whether
you’re flying or taking a
road trip, you might be
tempted to grab
convenient, unhealthy
food for the journey.
Consider packing your
own snacks, such as
fresh fruits and
vegetables or small
portions of dried fruits
and nuts.
 
8. Get New Year’s
resolutions started
early. Speak with your
doctor or health care
professional about
quitting tobacco and
nicotine use, and
declare your home and
car smoke-free to
eliminate secondhand
smoke exposure.
 
“The holiday season is a
wonderful time to
reconnect with family
and friends – it’s also a
chance to reconnect
with your physical and
mental health,” says Dr.
Scott.

Before I became a
naturalized citizen, I
recall visiting a BMV
branch and being asked
if I wanted to register
to vote. I knew enough
English to say no,
others however, may
lack sufficient English
comprehension to
understand what was
being asked or the
ramifications.
 
Indiana has been a
model for election
laws, and frankly, I
don’t anticipate
learning that many
non-citizens have
landed on our voter
registration rolls. Still,
voter concerns about
non-citizens unfettered
access to registration
and voting exists, and
even looms large for
the important
upcoming election. I’m
not about to dismiss
Hoosier’s concerns
without first inquiring
into the facts.
 
My sincere hope is that
USCIS will respond to
my request to confirm
citizenship for Indiana
registrations made
without credentials
that can help confirm
U.S. citizenship.
Hopefully the activity
will demonstrate to
concerned Hoosiers
that the issue is
relatively small and
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limited. I hope that this
can serve to increase
confidence in our
elections and among
our citizens.

When you vote on
Election Day, I hope
you will see “Indiana
Voters Bill of Rights”
posters in English and
Spanish displayed at
your polling location as
well as signs laying out
some basic
requirements to vote:
an unexpired
government issued
photo ID, and U.S.
citizenship.

During the first 22
months of my term as
your Secretary of State
hardly a day has passed
that I have not devoted
some time and effort
encouraging eligible
Hoosiers to register to
vote and to vote in our
elections. I hope more
Hoosier voters than
ever vote on November
5th,including a record
number of naturalized
Hoosiers like me, and
that they do so with
confidence that my
office has done all that
it can to ensure the
integrity of our
elections.
 
Diego Morales is
Indiana’s Secretary of
State.

County Council OKs 2025 Budget

Hamilton County
Councilors, the
financial stewards of
Hamilton County
government, have
finalized and adopted
the 2025 budget.

The proposed budget,
totaling just over $312
million, includes
funding of major capital
projects and salary
adjustments for
deputies and
correction officers at
the Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office, in
addition to 16 new
positions to help
manage county growth.
Councilors approved
the hiring of two
additional sheriff’s
deputies, a deputy
coroner, three deputy
prosecutors, an
assistant county
attorney, a staff
attorney, and a court
administrative
assistant.

“We are investing in the
safety and well-being
of our community,”
says Council President
Amy Massillamany.
“Hamilton County is
one of the fastest
growing counties in
Indiana, requiring
additional manpower
to litigate and try the
additional caseloads
that our growth creates

while still maintaining
the high standard of
service our residents
deserve.”

The council also
approved the creation
of three new positions:
Director of Jail
Programs, Maintenance
Supervisor, and
Procurement Director.
“With increased
projects and demands
on our resources, a
dedicated procurement
professional will
streamline our
purchasing processes,
ensure fiscal
responsibility, and
enhance efficiency,”
Massillamany adds.

“The Council made
some difficult
decisions, but working
together we were able
to adjust the budget to
both meet revenue
forecasts and fulfill
operation funding for
our growing County,”
says Sue Maki, Vice
President of the
Council. “We did this
while also adding over
nine million dollars to
the county’s Rainy-Day
Fund.”

The budget has been
sent to the State of
Indiana for approval.
Once approved, it will
go into effect Jan. 1. 

Amy Massillamany Sue Maki

Standalone Noblesville Lions
Learn About Preservation

Photo courtesy Noblesville Lions

The Noblesville Club recently learned about
preservation activities in Noblesville. Kurt
Meyer was the highlighted speaker, and is a
realtor and also active in historic
preservation. He detailed some activities in
Noblesville over the years that were good,
and some a loss, for saving historic buildings
and property. The club had a few questions
on current activities in the city and area.
Lion Vice President Hayden Parsons thanked
Kurt Meyer with a certificate.
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00133_F7BMUEnXF_0zsG8Vgr9D326n6gdTGWUoevzWC65IBsm_qO8mug7nz8Fdxyo-c3Dji7ywGZH6yJfv36mWMaAIgWG4QyuI2Jw7HFE4A9nRDOB7Lerr4DocnMXzifKSxiY9k2kiAff6pz8Tm2xajxCGMuXrOJLl4iCu-QK8oGkrHlOC4XHe85L8umetvtVtM&c=xG5kksC7sDkuDHo4EZScyQaDgHU2_IFqFrVPJl1GuUQjz0nuzDugzg==&ch=EPSj_GYe3VsWj5pIFpRPN-GtHzCBui0g3USCCmtJ-nW7W_j0qnlu8w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00133_F7BMUEnXF_0zsG8Vgr9D326n6gdTGWUoevzWC65IBsm_qO8mug7nz8Fdxyo-c3Dji7ywGZH6yJfv36mWMaAIgWG4QyuI2Jw7HFE4A9nRDOB7Lerr4DocnMXzifKSxiY9k2kiAff6pz8Tm2xajxCGMuXrOJLl4iCu-QK8oGkrHlOC4XHe85L8umetvtVtM&c=xG5kksC7sDkuDHo4EZScyQaDgHU2_IFqFrVPJl1GuUQjz0nuzDugzg==&ch=EPSj_GYe3VsWj5pIFpRPN-GtHzCBui0g3USCCmtJ-nW7W_j0qnlu8w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00133_F7BMUEnXF_0zsG8Vgr9D326n6gdTGWUoevzWC65IBsm_qO8mug7nz8Fdxyo-c3Dji7ywGZH6yJfv36mWMaAIgWG4QyuI2Jw7HFE4A9nRDOB7Lerr4DocnMXzifKSxiY9k2kiAff6pz8Tm2xajxCGMuXrOJLl4iCu-QK8oGkrHlOC4XHe85L8umetvtVtM&c=xG5kksC7sDkuDHo4EZScyQaDgHU2_IFqFrVPJl1GuUQjz0nuzDugzg==&ch=EPSj_GYe3VsWj5pIFpRPN-GtHzCBui0g3USCCmtJ-nW7W_j0qnlu8w==
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BETSY
and El Mariachi Solo
music, with Texy Mexy
Pop-Up, with costumes
encouraged and more
details at www.
noblesvillecreates.org.

2. Visit Noblesville Main
Street’s Noble-who’s-
Ville Chocolate Trail 4-8
p.m. today (notice earlier
event start time) with
merchant holiday open
houses and sweet treats
in downtown Noblesville.

3. Experience live theater
with Hyperion Players’
production of “The
Woman in Black,”
through Saturday at The
Switch Theatre at Ji-Eun
Lee Music Academy in
Fishers, with tickets at
hyperionplayers.com/

4. Join Legacy Christian
School’s Family Fun
Festival 2-7 p.m.
Saturday at Bethel
Lutheran Church on
Cumberland Road in
Noblesville, with hayride,
food, praise karaoke, hay
maze, pumpkin station,
games, face painting and
more.

5. Visit Noblesville High
School Theatre’s Trunk or
Treat night 5 p.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday in the
parking lot near Gate 1 at
Noblesville High School,
where high school
theater students will play
host to this evening --
featuring games and
stories and treats -- for
all little ghosts and
goblins.

6. See the Global War on
Terror Fallen Heroes
Memorial Wall 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. Nov. 7 at
Cyntheanne Christian
Church in Fishers. The
wall is made up of more
than 7,000 dog tags with
all of the names of those
who have fallen in the
War on Terror. An auction
at 10:30 a.m. will benefit
Veterans & Athletes
United, with baked
goods, crafts, jewelry,
handmade wood items
and lunch to be available.

7. Help celebrate
Adriene’s Flowers & Gifts’
45 years in business
during a Holiday Open
House 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Nov. 7-9 at the shop on
Conner Street in
downtown Noblesville,
with refreshments, prizes
and more.

8. Grace Church in
Noblesville presents the
family-friendly “Joseph
and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat”
musical Nov. 8-17,
directed by Carmel High
School grad Amy
Christie, with seven
performances at the
church, and $16 tickets
at gracechurch
.us/theatre.

9. Join the Civil War
Veterans Walking Tour at
11 a.m. Nov. 9 at
Crownland Cemetery in
Noblesville with local
author Kevin Yaney. Free
to attend but registration
required at civilwar
veteranswalkingtour.com
or fourthofjuly
book.com/#contact.
Yaney will also appear at
the Hamilton County
Civil War Roundtable at
6:30 p.m. Nov. 13 at
Cornerstone Lutheran
Church in Carmel.

10. Join the Nov. 9
American Legion Flag
retirement, Veterans
Ceremony and Nelson's
Chicken Fundraiser 10

From Page A1

a.m.-2 p.m. Nov. 9 at
Fishers American Legion,
hosted by Troops 303
and 330, with music by
Crossroads of America
Scout Band.

11. Celebrate Veteran’s
Day at 11 a.m. Nov. 11 at
the annual Veterans Day
Ceremony at the
Hamilton County War
Memorial at the
Courthouse Square in
downtown Noblesville.

12. Eat breakfast with
military veterans during
the City of Westfield’s
Veterans Day Breakfast
and Ceremony, with
breakfast at 7:45 a.m. and
Ceremony at 8;30 a.m.
Nov. 11 at The
Bridgewater Club in
Westfield, with live
performances, keynote
speakers and gifts for
each veteran attending.
Free and open to the
public. Student winners
of the poster and essay
contest will present their
work during the
ceremony. For more
information, email
communications@
westfield.in.gov.

13. The City of Fishers
will also have a free
Veterans Day Ceremony
open to the public at 11
a.m. Nov. 11 at Fishers
City Hall Theater. The
event is free and open to
the public, but
registration is required at
https://fishersin.gov/

14. Test your trivia during
Noblesville Schools’
Education Foundation
Holiday Movies Trivia
Night Fundraiser at 5
p.m. Nov. 12 at the Bier
Brewery on South 10th
Street in Noblesville.

15. Join in Hamilton
County Theatre Guild
and The Belfry Theatre’s
60th anniversary
celebration with dinner
and entertainment
beginning at 6 p.m. Nov.
15 at Noblesville First
United Methodist Church
with $25 tickets at
belfrytheatre.com.

16. Experience live
theater at Carmel
Community Players’
production of “Peter and
the Starcatcher,” the
comedic story of how
Peter became Pan, Nov.
15-24 at The Cat in
downtown Carmel, with
tickets at
carmelplayers.org.

17. Sons of the American
Legion Post. 341 in Cicero
will play host to the
annual Dart Tournament
open to the public
beginning at 4 p.m. Nov.
16 at the Legion in
Cicero, with $10 entry
and a blind draw for
partners. All-you-can-eat
chili is $10, with bonfire
and deejay, pull tabs and
more with proceeds to
local scholarships.

18. See talented young
people perform
Noblesville High School’s
production of “The
Addams Family Musical:
School Edition” with four
performances at 7 p.m.
Nov. 21 and 22, and 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. Nov. 23 at
Noblesville High School
Auditorium, with tickets
at eventodyssey.com or
Noblesville High School
Choir Parent
Organization Facebook
page.

19. Put on your running
shoes and warm clothes
for the 17th annual

Michael Treinen
Foundation Turkey Trot
at 9 a.m. Thanksgiving
Day Nov. 28 in downtown
Noblesville, with
registration at
michaeltreinenfoundatio
n.org (link goes to 2024
getmeregistered.com)

20. Hamilton County
Good Samaritans’ annual
Community Thanksgiving
Dinner this year will be a
drive-thru meal 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Nov. 28 at White
River Christian Church in
Noblesville, Sheridan
Community Center and
St. Louis deMontfort
Catholic Church in
Fishers, with meal
delivery available. Good
Samaritans’ Distribution
is Nov. 23 for
Thanksgiving and Dec. 14
for Christmas baskets,
with annual Festival of
Trees on Nov. 23 with
tickets at gsnlive.org.
Also, Christmas Eve shut-
in delivery available.

Betsy Reason writes
about people, places
and things in Hamilton
County. Contact The
Times Editor Betsy
Reason at betsy@
thetimes24-7.com. 

Times 
readers 
who want 
to submit 
an entry 
to win 2 
free 
tickets to 
the Christmas Gift &
Hobby Show Nov. 6-10
at the Indiana State
Fairgrounds, are invited
to send name, phone
number and why want to
attend the show, to the
above email.

The Times photo 
by Betsy Reason

Visit Noblesville High
School Theatre’s Trunk or
Treat night 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday in the parking lot
at Noblesville High School,
where high school theater
students will play host to
this evening -- featuring
games and stories and
treats -- for all little ghosts
and goblins.

Photo courtesy of Hyperion Players

Experience live theater with Hyperion Players’ production of “The
Woman in Black,” featuring Nicholas Gibbs (playing Kipps) through
Saturday at The Switch Theatre at Ji-Eun Lee Music Academy in Fishers,
with tickets at hyperionplayers.com/

Photo courtesy of Veterans and Athletes United

See the Global War on Terror Fallen Heroes Memorial Wall 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. Nov. 7 at Cyntheanne Christian Church in Noblesville in Fishers. The
wall is made up of more than 7,000 dog tags with all of the names of
those who have fallen in the War on Terror. 

The Times photo by Betsy Reason

Noblesville Main Street executive director Kate Baker (left) and
Alexander’s on the Square co-owner Cheryl Schulz promote Main Street’s
Noble-who’s-Ville Chocolate Trail which is 4-8 p.m. today with merchant
holiday open houses (including 20 percent off of any chocolate item at
Alexander’s) and sweet treats throughout downtown Noblesville.

forfor
readingreading  

TheThe
TimesTimes
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https://fourthofjulybook.com/#contact
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jobs in the conference
from best to worst.

History plays a role in
my rankings, as does
recruiting area,
coaching and NCAA
tournament success.

Indiana
If this were 25 years
ago, the Hoosiers would
be the unquestioned
best Big Ten program.
But since Bob Knight
was fired by university
president Myles Brand
in 2000, IU has gone
through six head
coaches counting Dan
Dakich’s seven-game
stint after Kelvin
Sampson was dismissed
in 2008.

To put that in
perspective, Purdue
has had two head
coaches since 1980.

The Hoosiers have so
many advantages.
Older fans remain loyal
to Knight and passed
along that passion to
their children and
grandchildren. Despite
the best efforts of the
Indiana High School
Athletic Association to
make sure every youth
gets a trophy, the state
remains fertile
basketball soil.

Assembly Hall remains
one of the Big Ten’s,
and the nation’s,
toughest places to play.

UCLA
I could almost write the
same things about the
Bruins, winners of 11
national championships
and owners of at least
11 NCAA tournament
success records.

As every basketball fan
knows, UCLA has its
own coaching icon in
John Wooden.
Wooden’s 10 national
championships remain
the gold standard. But
since Wooden’s
retirement after
winning the 1975
national title, the Bruins
have gone through 11
coaches.

Jim Harrick was the
only one of those 11 to
win a national
championship (1995)
but lying about a
recruiting violation cost

KENNY 
THOMPSON
Columnist

On the eve
of the first
Big Ten (plus
eight) men’s
basketball
season, let’s
rank the
coaching

Ranking Big Ten (Plus Eight’s) Hardwood Coaching Jobs From Top to Bottom
him his job a year later.
Larry Brown also exited
after NCAA violations
voided the 1980
tournament run to the
title game.

For the others leading up
to current coach Mick
Cronin, not being John
Wooden soon led to
resignations or outright
dismissals.

While passed by in
prestige in recent years
by schools like Duke and
Connecticut, UCLA
remains a destination
school and can recruit
nationally. It remains to
be seen if the move to the
Big Ten will benefit the
Bruins.

Michigan
A strong recruiting base
across the Midwest and a
reputation for
outstanding academics
are two factors in the
Wolverines’ favor.

In my lifetime, the
difference between the
right coach (Johnny Orr,
Steve Fisher, John Beilein)
and the wrong coach
(Brian Ellerbe, Tommy
Amaker and most
recently, Juwan Howard)
makes the difference
between an NCAA
championship contender
and a Big Ten also ran.

It says something about
the Michigan job that new
coach Dusty May chose
the Wolverines over
Louisville and other
prominent vacancies
when he chose to cash in
on Florida Atlantic’s 2023
run to the Final Four.
Taking the Michigan job
may have closed the door
on the 2000 Indiana
graduate returning to
Bloomington in the
foreseeable future.

Michigan State
Purdue isn’t the only Big
Ten school with long-term
stability. Jud Heathcote
and protégé Tom Izzo
have been the faces of the
Spartans program since
1976.

Each has a national
championship built on the
foundation of in-state
recruits (Magic Johnson
and Greg Kelser in 1979;
Mateen Cleaves, Morris
Peterson and Charlie Bell
a.k.a. “The Flintstones” in
2000).

The winningest coach in
Big Ten basketball history,
Izzo has also built a
reputation that his teams
play their best basketball
in March with eight Final 

Fours to his credit.

Ohio State
Football is king in Ohio,
but basketball is the
crown prince.

The legendary Jerry
Lucas and John Havlicek
delivered a national title
to Columbus in 1960.
That squad began a five-
year streak of outright or
shared Big Ten titles.

But the end of the Thad
Matta era began a
decline in Ohio State’s
basketball fortunes. Fans
and Ohio State officials
hope Jake Diebler can
bring the school its first
Big Ten title since 2012.

Purdue
Ask any casual Big Ten
basketball fan which
school is the league’s
winningest program. You
could probably give
them three guesses and
most probably wouldn’t
answer Purdue.

From 1980 to last year’s
run to the NCAA
championship game,
Gene Keady and Matt
Painter have combined
for 11 of Purdue’s Big
Ten-best 26
championships, 959
victories and a winning
percentage of .669.
Keady is in the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame and Painter will
likely join him someday.

But perception is reality
and Purdue is the only
school among my top
seven Big Ten jobs not to
win an NCAA national
championship. Its three
best chances were
blocked by two all-time
great teams (1969 UCLA,
2024 Connecticut) and a
cheater (Larry Brown
and UCLA in 1980).

Since Bob Knight’s angry
exit from Indiana in
2000, Purdue has slowly
eroded the Hoosiers’ in-
state recruiting
dominance. Last
season’s NCAA runner-
up had eight scholarship
players from Indiana,
including Mr. Basketball
winners Braden Smith
and Caleb Furst. The
2024-25 roster has seven
native Hoosiers.

Mackey Arena is arguably
the best basketball
facility in the Big Ten and
inarguably the loudest. If
Painter can build off the
school’s first Final Four
appearance in 44 years,
perhaps Purdue could
rise a couple of spots in
these rankings.

Oregon
Nike co-founder Phil
Knight was a year old
when the Ducks won
the first NCAA men’s
basketball
championship in 1939.

It just seems like Knight,
the co-founder of Nike,
has spent his life trying
to buy title No. 2 for
Oregon. Having a
billionaire benefactor
plus the cool factor of
having colorful
uniforms and basketball
courts keeps Oregon
among the higher
profile schools.

The right coach makes a
difference with so many
programs, and Oregon
hit the jackpot in 2010
when it lured Dana
Altman away from
Creighton. In addition
to being the only coach
in school history to lead
his team to three
consecutive NCAA
tournaments – a run
that reached five in a
row – Altman won half
of Oregon’s eight
conference titles
between 2016 and
2021. Oregon reached
just its second Final
Four in 2017.

Illinois
The eternal mystery in
Champaign-Urbana is
why a school located in
a basketball-crazy state
and just a few hours
drive from talent-rich
Chicago cannot
consistently be a Big
Ten and NCAA title
contender.

Over the last 60 years,
neighbors Indiana and
Purdue each have more
Final Four appearances
(a combined eight) and
Big Ten titles (27
combined) than Illinois.
Lou Henson won just
one Big Ten title but
reached the 1989 Final
Four. Bruce Weber
raised two Big Ten
banners and took
Illinois to the NCAA title
game in 2005.

The Fighting Illini went
17 years without a Big
Ten championship until
Kofi Cockburn, Trent
Frazier and Co.
delivered in 2022 under
Brad Underwood.

Underwood used the
transfer portal to his
advantage a year ago
with Terrance Shannon
and Marcus Domask
joining forces with
Coleman Hawkins to
carry Illinois to the Elite
Eight. Whether that can
be a sustainable
strategy remains to be
seen.

Maryland
The Terrapins own a
national championship,
in 2002 during Gary
Williams’ successful
tenure in the ACC.
Williams took Maryland
to seven Sweet 16
appearances between
1994 and 2003. But the
Terrapins have been
back to the Sweet 16
just once since, in 2016.
Maryland also earned a
share of its first Big Ten
title in 2020 and
finished 24-7 before
COVID-19 wiped out
the Big Ten and NCAA
tournaments.

Maryland is within easy
driving distance of
some of the best
basketball high schools
in the nation. But since
joining the Big Ten, the
Terrapins have yet to

put together a consistent
program.

Wisconsin
Like their football team,
the Badgers owe their
identity on the basketball
court to physical play
and tough defense.

Thank Dick Bennett and
Bo Ryan for bringing
Wisconsin out of the
basketball wilderness.
Before Bennett arrived in
1995, the Badgers played
in just two NCAA
tournament: the 1941
national championship
season and 1947.

Bennett and Ryan took
the Badgers back to the
Final Four a combined
three times and to the
NCAA tournament 19
times. Ryan’s successor,
Greg Gard, has two Big
Ten titles to his credit.

Only a lack of a natural
recruiting base is keeping
the Badgers out of the
top Big Ten echelon. 

Iowa
It’s difficult to believe
the Hawkeyes haven’t
won a Big Ten
championship since 1979
and made a Final Four
since 1980, the year
Purdue defeated Iowa in
one of the last NCAA
tournament third-place
games.

In the ensuing seasons
since Lute Olsen
delivered a Big Ten title
to Iowa City, nine schools
have captured at least a
share of a Big Ten
championship. It’s not
been for lack of talent.
Former national player of
the year Luke Garza, B.J.
Armstrong, Roy Marble,
the late Chris Street and
Brad Lohaus are among
the standouts to have
played inside Carver-
Hawkeye Arena.

Current coach Fran
McCaffery is entering his
15th season without
reaching the second
weekend of the NCAA
tournament in that span.
But his teams score lots
of points and play an
exciting brand of
basketball. The fan base
is passionate but the
Iowa job is not a win-or-
else proposition.

Minnesota
A tough job from the
bitter winter weather in a
football state to playing
in the second-oldest
arena in the Big Ten.

Williams Arena opened in
1928 but hasn’t officially
been home to a Big Ten
champion since 1982.
The Gophers’ 1997 title
and their lone Final Four
appearance were
vacated by the NCAA due
to recruiting violations.

It’s been a century since
the final game of the
winningest coach in
school history. L.J. Cooke
went 250-135-2 from
1896 to 1924.

Rutgers
The Scarlet Knights have
had their moments, most
notably in 1976 when
they took a 31-0 record
into the NCAA
tournament and reached
the Final Four.
Since then, the state
university of New Jersey
has had just one other
Sweet 16 appearance
(1979). But enthusiasm
for Rutgers basketball
has grown under ninth-
year head coach Steve
Pikiell and cozy Jersey

Mike’s Arena (which seats
8,000) is a difficult place
to play.

USC
Imagine playing in the
same city as your
archrival, 11-time NCAA
national champion UCLA.
At least Trojan fans have
a brand name in football.

USC hasn’t won a
conference
championship since 1985,
and its most recent Final
Four appearance came in
1954.

Nebraska
The Cornhuskers are the
only major conference
program without an
NCAA tournament
victory. Nebraska didn’t
qualify for its first NCAA
tourney until 1986, and
this past season marked
just the school’s eighth
NCAA berth.

While Nebraska will
probably always remain a
football school,
university officials have
invested in the basketball
program with the
construction of Pinnacle
Bank Arena and bringing
in former Chicago Bulls
coach Fred Hoiberg.

Washington
Stop me if this sounds
familiar: the basketball
program is overshadowed
by football. The Huskies’
basketball home, Hec
Edmundson Pavilion,
opened in 1927.
Washington fared well in
the various entities of the
Pac-12, winning 24
conference
championships. But
NCAA tournament
success has been rare
with its most recent Final
Four/Elite Eight
appearance coming in
1953.

Penn State
Yet another football
school on the lower half
of this list but unlike
some of its Big Ten peers,
basketball appears to be
an afterthought at State
College.

Former Purdue assistant
Micah Shrewsberry left
Penn State for Notre
Dame in 2023 after two
seasons, with most of the
roster following him out
the door.

Success on the court has
been rare. One
conference title in school
history, the 1991 Atlantic
10 postseason
tournament. The school’s
lone Final Four came in
1954.

Northwestern
Chris Collins has been a
miracle worker in
Evanston, guiding the
Wildcats to their only
NCAA tournament
appearances in 2017,
2023 and 2024.
But the program’s ceiling
is low. Its most recent Big
Ten championship came
in 1933. Newly renovated
Welsh-Ryan Arena has a
capacity of just 7,500.
For all of Collins’ efforts,
he enters the 2024-25
season one game under
.500 for his tenure (162-
163). Northwestern hasn’t
had a coach leave with a
winning record since
Arthur Lonborg in 1950
with a mark of 236-203-1.
 
Kenny Thompson is the
former sports editor for
the Lafayette Journal &
Courier and an award-
winning journalist. He has
covered Purdue athletics
for many years.
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Hosted by Dick Wolfsie

March 18 – 24, 2025

Voting is under way in The Times’ ever-popular Readers’ Choice promotion! This year, in order to open the ballot boxes to even more
people, we are including the ballot in our Print AND Online Editions. And, in the spirit of votes coming out of suitcases after midnight,
rigged elections and false claims, we are going back to the future with paper ballots only! No, we’re not requiring voter registration or ID –
heck, we still encourage everyone to vote early and vote often – but we are setting up the ballot so you can use pencil, pen, magic marker,
blood from a turnip . . . whatever you like. Simply mark the box next to the person, place or thing you are voting for and send the ballot to
Sagamore News Media, Box 579 Noblesville, IN 46060 – or email it to ttimmons@thetimes24-7.com. We’ll tabulate everything and
announce our winners  at the end of the promotion! And be sure to watch for RC ’24 ads in The Times!
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County Surveyor Honored
The Hamilton County
Surveyor, Kenton Ward,
was recently awarded
both the 2024 Excellence
in Floodplain
Management Award and
the Lifetime
Achievement Award by
the Indiana Association
for Floodplain and
Stormwater
Management, also known
as INAFSM. The
presentation of the
awards took place during
the INAFSM annual
conference in Michigan
City, Indiana.

Ward received the
Excellence in Floodplain
Management Award for

 his initiation of the long-
standing Hamilton
County Floodplain
protections and for his
being resolute in
maintaining those
protections over the
years since the policy
was put in place. His
policies have been
adopted by several
counties, cities and
towns throughout
Indiana. Ward is
recognized as a leader in
floodplain management
in Indiana.

The Lifetime
Achievement Award was
presented to Ward in
recognition of his tireless

efforts in stormwater and
floodplain management
over his 48 years of
service as County
Surveyor. He has been a
leader in his profession
and has been recognized
as such by many
organizations, fellow
County Surveyors, and
state and local officials.
He has been a mentor to
others in his profession
and is often sought out
by others from around
the state for advice and
information.

Ward has previously
been recognized by
INAFSM with the
Excellence in Stormwater

 Management Award
and the Special
Recognition Award for
his 12 years of service
as the Legislative
Liaison for the
association. Under his
leadership, the
Surveyors Office has
been recognized with
awards from INASFM
for several Outstanding
Projects including Cool
Creek Watershed
Management Plan, Sand
Creek and Cumberland
Road Flood Mitigation
Project, and the
Symons – Krause
Regulated Drain
Project.

Photo courtesy Hamilton County

County Surveyor Kenton Ward took
home two prestigious awards recently.
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Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  2 Business Days Prior to
Publication:  legals@thetimes24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject
To $25.00 Fee In Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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Noblesville Man Charged with Federal
Money Laundering, Tax Crimes

A federal grand jury
returned a superseding
indictment charging
Maximiliano Pilipis, 53,
previously of
Noblesville with five
counts of money
laundering and two
counts of willfully failing
to file a tax return. The
charges relate to his
years-long operation of
AurumXchange, an
unlicensed virtual
currency exchange.

Court documents allege
that, from
approximately 2009
through 2013, Pilipis
created and operated
AurumXchange to allow
individuals to exchange
Bitcoin and other virtual
currencies for U.S.
dollars, and other
government-issued and
virtual currencies.
AurumXchange and
Pilipis collected fees
worth millions of dollars
for facilitating these
transactions, including
amassing over 10,000
Bitcoin, worth
approximately $1.2
million at the time.

Federal law requires
that such money
transmitting businesses
to comply with
requirements including
verifying customer
identities, registering
with the U.S. Treasury
Department, and filing
reports with the federal
government, to
safeguard the financial
system from illicit use,
combat money
laundering, and
promote national
security.

According to court
documents,
AurumXchange was
used to conduct over
100,000 transactions,
resulting in the transfer
of over $30 million in
funds. A portion of the
funds flowing through
AurumXchange
allegedly came from
accounts held on Silk
Road, an anonymous
darkweb marketplace
that hosted illicit
activities including the
sale of illegal drugs. Silk
Road was shut down by
federal law enforcement
in 2013 and Pilipis
stopped operating
AurumXchange the
same year.

Over the next several
years, Pilipis split up
and transferred the
Bitcoin and other
assets derived from his
operation of
AurumXchange as an
unlicensed money
transmitting business
to launder and conceal
the proceeds of the
offenses. In
approximately 2018, he
began converting the
proceeds into U.S.
dollars, which he
invested and spent,
including his purchases
of real property in
Arcadia and
Noblesville, Indiana. He
also allegedly realized
hundreds of thousands
of dollars in income in
2019 and 2020, without
filing tax returns as
required by law.

“Combatting the
criminal misuse of
cryptocurrencies and
other digital assets is a
critical priority for the
Department of
Justice,” said Zachary
A. Myers, United States
Attorney for the
Southern District of
Indiana. “Together with
our partners in federal
law enforcement, we
will continue to work to
investigate and
prosecute offenders
who exploit digital
assets to fuel drug
trafficking and other
offenses, and those
who unlawfully
facilitate the transfer
and laundering of the
proceeds of crime.”

Internal Revenue
Service – Criminal
Investigation, United
States Postal
Inspection Service, and
Indiana State Police
investigated this case.
If convicted, Pilipis
faces up to 10 years in
federal prison and a
fine of up to $250,000.
A federal district court
judge will determine
the actual sentence
after considering the
U.S. Sentencing
Guidelines and other
statutory factors.

U.S. Attorney Myers
thanked Assistant
United States
Attorneys MaryAnn T.
Mindrum and Meredith
Wood, who are
prosecuting this case.

Day of the Dead Celebration Friday

Join Noblesville Creates
for an immersive
celebration of Dia de los
Muertos, a vibrant
cultural event honoring
the beauty of life,
creativity, and
remembrance. The
annual Day of the Dead
celebration will take
place Friday from 4 p.m.
to 9 p.m. at Noblesville
Creates' 8th Street
campus.
 
Rooted in ancient
Mexican traditions, Dia
de los Muertos is a joyful
occasion where families
come together to honor
the memories of loved
ones who have passed.
This year’s event at
Noblesville Creates
highlights the artistic
spirit of the holiday,
offering an engaging
experience for both
families and adults.
Noblesville Creates
would like to thank
Esperanza Alonzo and
Sophie Abell for their
leadership and guidance
in helping to plan this
event.

At the event, families can
explore Mexican art and
culture through various
interactive activities,
including hands-on crafts
and artistic creations like
piñata-making and
crafting iconic Catrinas, a
skeleton figure and
prominent symbol of Day
of the Dead.There will be
opportunities to create
art, some complimentary
and others available for a
small fee. Additionally,
face painting will be
available from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m. by Lisa Knowles.

The celebration will

also feature an Artist
Market, showcasing the
talents of local Mexican
artists including
Yesenia Limo, Irma
Arteaga, Ken Skelton,
Esperanza Alonzo, and
Martha Alonzo. For an
added dose of
entertainment, the
Cardinal Comedy Club
will be hosting a new
production called
“Spooky Show” at
Hamilton County
Artists’ Association
during the event,
blending humor with
the history of
Spiritualism. Tickets for
the “Spooky Show” are
$15 and advanced
registration is
recommended. Lastly,
live music will be
provided by El Mariachi
Solo, adding a vibrant
soundtrack to the day’s
festivities.
 
Noblesville’s beloved
Mexican restaurant,
Texy Mexy, will make a
special appearance at
this year’s event. Savor
a variety of their
signature dishes right
on the Noblesville
Creates campus.
 
This event offers a
unique opportunity to
celebrate the rich
traditions of Dia de los
Muertos, creating
cherished memories
with family and friends
while honoring those
who are no longer with
us. Don't miss this
vibrant, heartwarming
celebration of culture,
community, and
creativity!
 
Costumes are highly
encouraged! 

Saturday Big Shopping Day in Carmel

Join the Shops at
Carmel City Center on
Saturday from 2-6 p.m.
for a Holiday Preview
Shopping Event! Visitors
can kick-start their
holiday shopping with
the locally owned
merchants at Carmel
City Center while
sipping on wine and
Pomegranate Spritz
cocktails at five of the
participating Shops.
Shoppers can also enjoy
holiday carols by
students from Carmel
High School’s Select
Sound. Members of
Select Sound will be
caroling around the
Center during the event
from 2-5 p.m.

Complimentary wine
tastings and
Pomegranate Spritz
cocktails, courtesy of
Carmel City Center and
catered by Hotel
Carmichael, will be
available at Addendum
MacKenzie-Childs,
Baseline Social, Bath
Junkie, Fishman Fine
Jewelers and The Shop.
Complimentary juice
boxes will also be
available at Hey Little
Diddle Child for the
little sippers!
Participating Shops will
have special holiday
promotions.

317Home: Enjoy
complimentary gift
wrapping and a hot
chocolate bar along
with seasonal discounts
during the event.

Baseline Social: Enjoy
15% off store-wide
during the event.

Hey Little Diddle
Baby+Child: Receive a
complimentary
hardcover children’s
book with every
purchase of $100 or
more during the event.

Fringe & Form: Enjoy
20% off a color or
shape analysis. Plus,
with any in-store
purchase, register to
win a $50 gift card.

Kits & Kaboodle Classic
Toys: Enjoy 20% off all
puzzles during the
event.

Lily & Sparrow
Boutique: Shop a
sidewalk sale during the
event.

Little Tulip Tree: Enjoy
25% off one item in-
store during the event.

Linden Tree Gifts:
Purchase a $50
Christmas grab bag for
$10 during the event.
The grab bags will
include assorted
ornaments or
decorations.

Uplift Intimate Apparel:
Shop from a selection
of bras and sleepwear
at 50% off during the
event. Enter to win a
$50 gift card with any
purchase.

During the event,
visitors can enter to win
a $75 gift certificate at
A.D.A Vintage, Lily &
Sparrow Boutique and
Out of the Blue Polish
Pottery when they visit
those shops.

Carmel City Center is
located at the
southwest corner of
City Center Drive and
Rangeline Road. Parking
is available along the
street and surface
parking is available on
plaza level (accessible
from City Center Drive)
and in the underground
garage (accessible from
Range Line Road as well
as City Center Drive)
and in the Veterans Way
garage.

Sheridan Public Library
November Events
Babies + Toddlers:
Nov. 4,11,18 at 10:30 a.m. Discovery Time (up to
3years)
 
Preschool: 
Nov. 6, 13, 20 at 10:30 a.m. Little Learners Story
Time (ages 3-6)
Nov. 8 at 10:30 a.m. Let's Play: Oatmeal Drums
(ages 2-6)
Nov.19 at 6 p.m. PJ Story Time (ages 3-6)
Nov. 22 at 10:30 a.m. Purposeful Play (up to 6
years)
 
Grades K-5:
Nov. 7 at 3:30 p.m. After School Club-Table Top
Games
Nov. 21 at 3:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Cupcake
Decorating
 
Grades 6-12:
Nov. 12 at 3:30 p.m. Teen Crafternoon: Fall String
Art
Nov. 21 at 3:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Cupcake
Decorating
 
Adults:
Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27 at 11 a.m. Needle Crafters
Nov. 6 at 3 p.m. Adult Bingo (Sponsored by Robert
Owen)
Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. Pinners (Pinterest Group)
Nov. 20 at 5:30 p.m. Sheridan Readers Book Club;
Freezing Order by Bill Bowder
 
All Ages:
Nov. 1-30 Read Grateful Reading Challenge: Visit
our website to register on Beanstack
Nov. 1-8 Thank you Letters for Veterans; pick up
supplies beginning Nov. 1 and return by Nov. 8
Nov. 14 at 6 p.m. Family Bingo Night; free event
with prizes
 
The Sheridan Library will be closing at 5 p.m. on
Monday, Nov. 18 for Staff Christmas Dinner,
closing at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 27 and
closed Thursday, Nov. 28 and Friday, Nov. 29 for
Thanksgiving.

For more information on programming and
services, please visit:  https://sheridan.lib.in.us

Grace Church Presents
Biblical Story of Joseph
Grace Church proudly
presents "Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat," a beloved
musical retelling of the
biblical story of Joseph,
his iconic coat of many
colors, and his
extraordinary talent for
interpreting dreams.
Featuring the timeless
music of Andrew Lloyd
Webber and lyrics by Tim
Rice, this family-friendly
production promises to
be an unforgettable
experience for audiences
of all ages. The show
opens on Nov. 8, with
seven performances
scheduled through Nov.
17.

Tickets are $16 and are
on sale now. This is a
family-friendly event for
the community.
Sponsorship packages
are also available that
include complimentary
ticket packages, brand
and program recognition,
and more starting at
$250.

The community-
centered production
showcases local talent
celebrating Grace
Church’s dedication to
engaging the
surrounding
community through art
and creativity. The
family-friendly and
vibrant production is
ideal for families,
offering content that is
wholesome and
suitable for all ages.
The professional-level
production features a
talented cast. Grace
Church has made a
name for itself in the
past more than 25
years of producing live
theater, presenting
shows that include
"Mary Poppins," Beauty
and the Beast," "Les
Misérables," "Father of
the Bride," "Godspell,"
"The Sound of Music,:
and other shows.
For more information
or to purchase tickets,
visit gracechurch.
us/theatre.

Carmel Budget Includes Bold Goals

Carmel City Council
members approved a
2025 budget that aligns
with the city’s bold
strategic goals and
addresses the complex
challenges of the
growing city. 

The approved budget
totals $232.6 million,
with a General Fund
budget of $143.9 million.
Carmel’s budget for 2024
was nearly $209 million. 

“Thanks to broad input
from the community and
the support of the
council, we have aligned
our planned spending
with our community’s
evolving needs,” Mayor
Sue Finkam said. “Like
any prosperous city, we
are addressing
competing needs in a
time of escalating costs
and our budget prepares
us to thrive." 

In his opening remarks at
the recent meeting,
council president Tony
Green, who led the
council through a
comprehensive review of
the budget, was a

strong partner in the
process. "I enjoyed
having the council
debate and discuss
details of the budget
and look forward to
working with the
mayor to ensure
dollars are used in an
accountable and
effective manner."

The 2025 proposed
city budget was
provided to the
council Sept. 1 then
was outlined in budget
workshops late last
month and was
formally introduced to
the council on Oct. 7.
For the first time, the
city pursued a zero-
based budgeting
model, an approach
widely recognized for
supporting data-
driven, transparent
operations, as well as
fiscal discipline. 

The budget continues
strategic investments
for the city that
supports the Elevate
Carmel strategic plan
goals.
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