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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank

MATT ROWE
for subscribing!

If you sit a lot at work, take walking
breaks as often as you can to help

keep your weight in check.
Today’s health tip was brought to

you by Dr. John Roberts. 
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TODAY’S VERSE

Hamilton
Happenings

Three Things
You Should Know

1

2
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There’s been
so much talk
lately about
the possibility
polio
vaccination
requirements
could be
watered down,

or done away with
altogether, this seemed like
a good time to examine the
impact polio had on
Hamilton County before
vaccines were available.

If you’re not entirely sure
what polio is — after all, it
hasn’t existed in the
Western Hemisphere since
the 1990s — here’s a little
background . . .
 
Polio, or more properly
poliomyelitis, is a VERY
contagious disease caused
by a virus. It attacks the
nervous system and can
paralyze a person within
hours of being infected.
Although its victims are
usually children (it was
originally called “infantile
paralysis,”) anyone of any
age who hasn’t been
vaccinated can catch it.

Only a small percentage of
polio victims die, but those

Indiana Attorney General Todd
Rokita filed a lawsuit alleging
that Mylan and Pfizer have
conspired to increase EpiPen’s
price by more than 600 percent
in order to continue to profit
from EpiPen prescriptions and
prevent other similar products
from coming to market and being
available to consumers. EpiPens
are potentially life-saving
devices used to inject adrenaline
into patients to combat severe
allergic reactions. The complaint
alleges the companies and their
subsidiaries have violated the
Indiana Deceptive Consumer
Sales Act, the Indiana Antitrust
Act and the Medicaid False
Claims Act by continually
increasing the price of EpiPens
and providing payments to
pharmacy benefit managers to
exclude competition. The lawsuit
also asserts the companies have
paid doctors to endorse their
decision to launch a 2-pak of the
EpiPen and claim it is medically
necessary — allowing the
companies to cease selling
individual EpiPens. 
 
A recent survey of 3,000 drivers
by Gunther VW Daytona
identified America's most feared
winter roads – and five were in
Indiana. The worst in the U.S.?
Alaska Rte. 2. And Hoosier
highways that hit the ranking
included, Interstate 74 at 29th, I-
69 at 45th, I-80 / 90 112th, I-70
at 140th and I-65 at 151. To stay
safe, they recommend things like
slowing down, don’t tailgate,
brake gently and early,
accelerate gradually, steer
smoothly and other common
sense approaches.
 
Our friends at deye.com shared a
study of 30 years of weather
data that ID’d each state’s
gloomiest day of the year . . . and
in Indiana it turned out to be
Jan. 30. Key factors like
temperature and cloud cover
were used to make the
determination. And while winter
enthusiasts may embrace the
season, Jan. 30 is likely to be a
day where most Hoosiers would
rather stay indoors. With a
historical track record of icy
temperatures, thick cloud cover,
and the general sluggishness of
midwinter, it's the perfect storm
for seasonal blues.

Registration for Carmel Police
Department's Citizen's Police
Academy is now available. If you
are interested in learning more
about all of the different functions
within the Carmel Police
Department, you are encouraged
to sign up for this free class. 
The spring 2025 academy is an 11-
week program and will be held on
Thursday evenings from 6 - 8:30
p.m. beginning Thursday, Feb. 6.
Find out more at www.carmel.
in.gov

Here’s a tip of the seed corn cap
to Noblesville favorite son

Steve Wariner! The country and
western superstar will be

performing at the Center for
Performing Arts in Carmel in

February. See you there!

HONEST HOOSIER

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right

spirit within me.

“Everybody can be great
because everybody can
serve.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The boss said he broke his
arm in two places. We asked
him why he went to those
places?

The Feeding Team recently
announced the launch of their 
77th pantry! This one is located at
Suburban Estates on State Road
19. In partnership with Gaylor
Electric, Pastor Ben Stafford and
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
in Noblesville, this pantry will
serve neighbors in Northern
Noblesville and Cicero.
Feedingteam.org is a local 501(c)3
not-for-profit charity that focuses
on delivery of non-perishable
meals to hungry families
throughout central Indiana.

Hamilton Heights High School
students at all grade levels
recently took advantage of a
variety of career exploration
activities to learn more about
specialty pathways, jobs, and
careers. These activities
revolve around the district’s
new Reaching New Heights
program to better prepare
students for college and
careers.

The freshman class spent
their Student Resource Time
engaged in a community
service activity with staff from
the Noblesville-based
International Disaster
Emergency Service. Together
they packed some 22,000
meals in about an hour! IDES-
packaged meals bring help
and hope to those in need
around the world.

The sophomore class took a
road trip to the John Hinds
Career Center in Elwood. Here
they had the opportunity to
explore Career and Technical
Education offerings, learn
more about Heights’ CTE
offering through the Center,
and meet professionals in the
trades as they look to align
their skills and interests into a
pathway to an exciting and
dynamic career.

For the junior and senior
classes, who are preparing for
their future careers by

No. 77!No. 77!
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Hamilton County and the Polio Epidemic
who survive often suffer
muscle weakness and other
complications the rest of
their lives.

The most important thing
to know about polio is that
THERE IS NO CURE. The
only way to keep from
contracting polio is to be
vaccinated.
 
Actor Alan Alda, musician
and songwriter Joni
Mitchell, Olympic athlete
Wilma Rudolph and
politician Mitch McConnell
are just a few of the famous
polio survivors.
 
The disease’s most
prominent victim, however,
was President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. Roosevelt
founded the National
Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis, which became
the organization we know
today as the March of
Dimes.
 
Although polio has been
around for hundreds, if not
thousands, of years, it
didn’t start reaching
epidemic levels until the
20th century.

I found a few cases of

“infantile paralysis”
reported in local
newspapers during the first
decades of that century,
but the worst years were
1949-1955. Polio-related
articles frequently
appeared on the front page
of the Noblesville Daily
Ledger during that period.

In 1949 Hamilton County
had nearly 20 cases and
one or two deaths. That
may not sound like much,
but the county’s population
in 1950 was less than
29,000, so most people
were probably either
personally acquainted with
a polio victim, or knew OF
them or their family.
 
Among the local victims of
the outbreak were three
Carmel High School
students, Dora (Owen)
Wainwright, Rosalyn
(Shoemaker) Stuckey and
Alyce (Myers) DeBlase.

The three girls were
hospitalized for weeks and
two of them had to be
placed in an iron lung. They
all survived, but were left
with varying degrees of

See PAULA Page A2

From Serve to
Explore: Heights'
Reaching New
Heights Program
Inspires Students 

Photo Courtesy Hamilton Heights
Schools

All students at Hamilton
Heights High School had the
opportunity to participate in
specialty experiences to
serve and explore career
interests as part of the
Reaching New Heights
program. The goal of the
program is to provide
educational experiences
designed to help each
student learn and master
academic content, form
meaningful relationships,
and develop the skills,
aptitudes, and
characteristics important to
successfully maneuver
through life’s challenges as a
productive member of their
community and a global
society.

See SERVE Page A2
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Two Cents

when I was a kid (and
back when it didn’t
cost around $12 for
one issue!).

Several of you were
kind enough to say you
enjoyed that – and are
about to learn
something my bride of
40+ years knows . . .
don’t encourage me.

With that as the
background, did you
watch any of the
Senate confirmation
hearings with former
Fox TV guy Pete
Hegseth, Trump’s
nominee for Secretary
of Defense? If you did
not, consider yourself
lucky. I did and that’s a
couple hours of my life
I’ll never get back.

Predictably,
Democrats were on
the attack and
Republicans, for the
most part, stood
behind Hegseth. To be
sure, there was a lot of
mud slinging, but part
of the objection to
Hegseth is that he’s
not a general, not a
defense industry
executive, not a
corporate hotshot.
He’s just a guy who
served in Afghanistan
and Iraq (by the way,
he was awarded two
Bronze Stars).
Although he graduated
from college and the
ROTC program, he

Not too long
ago, I shared
a few
parodies of
songs, ala
MAD
Magazine
from back
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paralysis. The most
seriously affected,
Alyce Myers, spent the
rest of her life in a
wheelchair.

That was also the fate
of Marjorie Passwater,
Indiana’s “Polio Mother
of the Year” for 1958.
 
The wife of Hamilton
County Deputy Sheriff
(and later Sheriff)
Marcus Passwater, Jr.,
Mrs. Passwater caught
polio in 1952, as did one
of her sons. His case
was mild, but she nearly
died and for the last 20
years of her life she was
wheelchair-bound.
 
In 1951, volunteers
went door-to-door in
Noblesville, collecting
funds to fight the
dreaded disease during
the county’s first
Mothers March on
Polio. Two years later,
the March expanded
into a county-wide
effort that continued
annually each January
for over a decade.
 
The tide finally began to
turn when the Salk
vaccine was made
available in 1955,
followed by Sabin’s oral 

vaccine in 1961. The
Salk vaccine had its
naysayers even back
then, but the results
were undeniable.

In 1955, 1,413 first and
second grade students
from all over Hamilton
County received the
Salk vaccine and the
number of polio cases
in the county began to
drop.
 
By the 1960s, the
success of the vaccines
allowed the March of
Dimes to shift its focus
from fighting polio to
preventing birth
defects and infant
mortality.
 
Although polio has been
eliminated from most of
the world, it still exists
in a couple of areas. As
long as that’s true, it
could stage a
comeback.
 
Just some food for
thought.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com
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 engaging in advanced
courses and
certification programs,
taking college visits,
attended the first of
two onsite mini-career
fairs to explore post-
secondary education
options. This fair
focused on
professionals in the
fields of health
services, education,
business, and other
human and social
services. Special thanks
to the following
businesses and
organizations, Priority

Risk Management,
Grand Park, Doak
Financial, Goodes
Security Consulting,
Gordon Insurance,
Conner Prairie, CIESC,
IUK, Hamilton County
Health Department,
Cicero Fire, Hamilton
County Sheriff
Department and
Hamilton County Public
Safety
Communications, who
helped make this career
fair an engaging and
worthwhile event for
students.

Harper Valley PTA, or U.S. Senate? Hard to Tell Sometimes
doesn’t fit the mold of
Defense Secretary
types.

That point, being a big
objection, is
particularly frustrating
– at least to me. Can
anyone argue that our
government is broken?
If we keep on doing the
same thing we always
do, nothing with a
capital N.O.T.H.I.N.G.
will change. Not a thing.

So count me as a fan of
these off-the-wall
tactics (the Department
of Government
Efficiency and putting
people in Cabinet seats
who don’t fit the typical
profile). I don’t know if
they’ll work, but I surely
know what we’ve been
doing since pretty
much the Eisenhower
administration isn’t.

I share all that to
preface the following –
with sincere and
heartfelt apologies to
writer Tom T. Hall and
singer Jeannie C. Riley
and their 1968 hit,
Harper Valley PTA –
here’s what they
might’ve come up with
if that song were
released today.

I wanna tell you all a
story about an ex-GI
turned TV guy

Who was asked by
Trump to come back
for our troops and
make them great again

Well, ol’ Pete stood up
to salute and didn’t
even ask the way

He said thank you sir I’ll 

get to work for the
military U.S.A. 

Well, the Dems said
Ol Pete my friend
you’re dreaming way
too big

It's reported you've
been drinkin' and a-
runnin' round the
bars and goin' wild

And we don't believe
you oughta be a-
leadin' up our fightin’
troops this way

And this was echoed
by Dems all over the
U.S.A.

Well it happened that
the Senate was gonna
meet that very
afternoon

And they were sure
surprised when Pete
was cheered walking
into that room

As he sat down for
the grilling I can still
see the looks he got of
hate

And as he sat down at
the table. I can still
recall the words they
had to say

They said We’d like to
send you far away
from the U.S.A.

Senator Tim Kaine
piped up and called
our guy a big ol cheat

And Mazie Hirono
sure seemed real
nasty when he wasn’t
phased

And Jack Reed
couldn’t wait to yell

at the top of his lungs

Elizabeth Warren
jumped in and
brought the meeting
completely down.

Drinkin’ and cheatin’
were the main points
again and again

But the Dems forgot
the rule about finger
pointing and hiding
their sin

And they had the
nerve to tell us they
think that as a leader
he’s not fit

Well this is just a den
of snakes and you’re
all U.S. Senate
hypocrites!

No, I wouldn't put you
on because it really
did It happened just
this way

The day Pete Hegseth
socked it to the Dems
across the U.S.A.

The day Pete Hegseth
socked it to the Dems
across the U.S.A.
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically
in The Times.
Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News
Media, the company
that owns The
Noblesville Times. He
is also a proud
Noblesville High
School graduate and
can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes
24-7.com.

FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular feature
in The Noblesville Times. It is designed to tell you what
is scheduled to happen and what actually does
happen in meetings paid for with your tax dollars. The
Times encourages all citizens to take an active role in
being involved in local government.
 
NOBLESVILLE POLICE MERIT COMMISSION
The Noblesville Police Merit Commission will meet in
Executive Session on Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at
4:30 p.m. in the council conference room at City Hall,
16 South 10th Street.
The meeting will be held pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
(5), To receive information about and interview
prospective employees.
The regularly scheduled meeting will follow at 5:00
p.m. in room A213 at City Hall.

CARMEL COMMON COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 – 8:00 A.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/CITY HALL/ONE CIVIC SQUARE
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
1. CLAIMS
Payroll - $3,743,135.49
General Claims - $6,241,067.06
Wire Transfers - $45,554,530.58
2. ADJOURNMENT

MEETING NOTICE
LAND USE AND SPECIAL STUDIES
COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE
CARMEL COMMON COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025
AT 5:30 P.M.
CARMEL CLAY PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD ROOM, SECOND FLOOR
THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO DISCUSS CITY
BUSINESS AS ASSIGNED, INCLUDING:
A. Ordinance Z-694-24; An Ordinance of the Common
Council of the City of Carmel, Indiana, Establishing The
Towne 146 Planned Unit Development District;
Sponsor: Councilor Minnaar.
Synopsis:
Ordinance establishes the Towne 146 Planned Unit
Development District Ordinance (the “Towne 146
PUD”). The Ordinance would rezone the real estate from
S-1 Residential to a Planned Unit Development district
allowing the development of a mixed-residential
neighborhood laid out in the style and character as
depicted on the Concept Plan (attached as Exhibit B)
which includes single-family homes and townhomes. 
B. Special Study of the Carmel Unified 
Development 
Ordinance
 

Don’t forget to renew your subscription!
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MEETING NOTICE
CARMEL MAYOR’S ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON PUBLIC SAFETY
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025
AT 4:00 P.M.
CARMEL POLICE DEPARTMENT
TRAINING ROOM
1000 S. RANGELINE ROAD

RECORD From Page A2

See RECORD Page A6
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MEETING NOTICE
RIVERVIEW HEALTH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Friday, January 24, 2025
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Spa & Resort, 5001
Coconut Road, Bonita Springs, FL
2:00 p.m.
Agenda
Strategic discussions permitted under IC § 5-14-1.5-
6.1(b)(2)
Engage in strategic planning under IC § 16-22-3-28(C)(4)
 
NOBLESVILLE COUNCIL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
The City of Noblesville Council Public Safety
Committee will meet on the following dates in 2025.
Meetings will be held where specified at 11:00 a.m.
February 12, 2025 – Fire Administration Conference
Room, Public Safety Building, 135 South 9th Street
May 14, 2025 – Police Department Training Center,
Public Safety Building, 135 South 9th Street
August 13, 2025 – Street Department Conference
Room, 1575 Pleasant Street, 2nd floor
November 12, 2025 – City Courtroom, Public Safety
Building, 135 South 9th Street

County Legislators Open Doors to Potential Pages
Applications are live for
the Indiana House Page
Program during the 2025
legislative session at the
Statehouse in
Indianapolis, according
to Hamilton County
lawmakers.
 
House Speaker Todd
Huston (R-Fishers) said
Hoosier students ages 13
to 18 are invited to spend
the day assisting
lawmakers and staff,
touring the Indiana
Statehouse and listening
in on the legislative
session.
 
"The page program offers
an introduction to public
service for the future
leaders of Indiana,"
Huston said. “I hope to
see several
students from Hamilton
County participate this
year and learn more

about the state's
lawmaking process."

Applications are live and
can be found at
IndianaHouseRepublicans
.com/PageProgram along
with available days during
the 2025 legislative
session, which started
Jan. 8 and must end by
April 29. 

"Learning about Indiana's
government early on can
leave a huge impact,
especially when students
have a front row seat to
the lawmaking process,"
said State Rep. Chris
Jeter (R-Fishers). "I would
love to have the
opportunity to meet
young Hoosiers from our
district and show them
how their state
government works."  
"Civics is such an
important topic to a

student's education,
and this is a great way to
get an inside view of
state government," said
State Rep. Danny Lopez
(R-Carmel). "I am excited
to meet young Hoosiers
at the Statehouse and
show them how laws are
made in Indiana."

State Rep. Alaina
Shonkwiler (R-
Noblesville) said
interested students will
have the opportunity to
page on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays
during the legislative
session and will receive
an excused absence
from school. Large
groups can participate
on Wednesdays only. To
schedule a group,
contact the page
program director at 317-
232-9410 or page
program@iga.in.gov

"At the Statehouse,
students will be able to
meet lawmakers and
staff while learning more
about Indiana's
government,"
Shonkwiler said. "This is
a unique educational
experience, and I
encourage any
interested students to
apply."
 
"This is a tremendous
opportunity for young
Hoosiers with an interest
in the state legislature,"
said State Rep. Hunter
Smith (R-Zionsville).
"These slots fill up fast,
so do not wait to apply
and experience session
firsthand."
Students are responsible
for their own lunch and
transportation to and
from the Statehouse in
Indianapolis.
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