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Hamilton
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Three Things
You Should Know
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When I was
trying to
decide on a
subject for
Black History
Month, it
occurred to
me that most
people have

probably never heard of
Fred Hord. 

While he lived here, he was
one of Noblesville’s most
prominent and well liked
African American residents.
The only reason he’s largely
forgotten today is that he
spent the last 20 years of
his life in Franklin, Ind.
 
I always assumed he was
connected somehow to
Hamilton Town Center’s
Hoard Drive, but I wasn’t
sure what the connection
was until I started
researching him.
 
It appears the street is
actually named for Fred’s
father, John, a Civil War
veteran who was the first
African American to hold

Don’t forget that Monday is a
U.S. Postal Holiday and gives us
all a chance to honor our
presidents, especially George
Washington and Abraham
Lincoln. As such, there won’t be
an Online Edition Monday. We’ll
be back, piping hot and fresh
Wednesday morning with all
your favorite reads! Enjoy the
holiday!
 
Fan favorite Dejan Lazić returns
to the Indianapolis Symphony
Orchestra to offer patrons
Shostakovich’s sunny 2nd Piano
Concerto. Daniel Raiskin makes
his ISO debut, conducting
Tchaikovsky’s popular 3rd
Orchestral Suite and a raucous,
rock-and-roll-inspired new work
by Julia Wolfe titled Pretty, a
work commissioned by the Berlin
Philharmonic.  Buy tickets to the
performance!  Performances
begin at 7 p.m., Friday, and at
5:30 p.m. Saturday. Arrive 50
minutes before the concert start
time to hear Words on Music, a
20-minute presentation about
the concert and what listeners
can expect to hear. For more
information regarding the
policies of the Hilbert Circle
Theatre, please visit https://
www.indianapolissymphony.org/ 

Special Olympics Indiana’s Polar
Plunge returns to the northeast
side of Indianapolis on Saturday,
Feb. 22, as participants dare to
Be Bold and Get Cold. The event
at Wolfies Grill at Geist kicks off
at 9 a.m. with registration.
Plungers are scheduled to hit the
water around 11 a.m. Prizes
include honoring the top
fundraiser and a costume
contest. A post-event
celebration begins afterward at
Wolfies. As Special Olympics
Indiana’s signature fundraising
series, participants must raise at
least $99 for the opportunity to
plunge. Plungers who raise at
least the minimum earn a
commemorative Polar Plunge T-
shirt and a cup. For those who
reach higher fundraising levels,
additional incentive prizes are
available. Visit PolarPlungeIN.org
to learn more about the 2025
Polar Plunge events, register and
donate to participants.

Legendary comedy icon Jeff
Foxworthy will be the special guest
for the inaugural Hamilton
Southeastern Education Foundation
Legacy Celebration event, presented
by CSO Architects, at the Fishers
Event Center on Friday, Feb. 21,
2025. Jeff is one of the most
respected and successful
comedians in the country. All
proceeds from the event help
support HSEF programs including
innovative teacher grants, student
scholarships, mental health, and
student wellness initiatives across
all grade levels in Hamilton
Southeastern Schools.

Got any romantic plans for
Friday? Why not.

Philippians 4:13 I can do all
things through Christ who

strengthens me.

“Love is always patient and kind. It is
never jealous. Love is never boastful or
conceited. It is never rude or selfish. It
does not take offense and is not
resentful. Love takes no pleasure in
other people’s sins, but delights in the
truth. It is always ready to excuse, to
trust, to hope, and to endure whatever
comes.
I Corinthians 13:4-7

Around Valentine’s Day, a man at the
post office had a stack of scented cards
and envelopes with bright red heart
emojis. Each card had lipstick kisses
inside and a simple inscription, Guess
Who! A bystander asked the man what
he was doing with the large stack and
was told “Mailing them.” But why? The
man asked. “I’m a divorce lawyer.

Data on Local Illegal Immigrant Arrests Released
Chief Deputy John Lowes
of the Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office has released
statistical data regarding
the number of arrests in
Hamilton County of illegal
immigrants and the impact
of non-U.S. citizen arrests
within the county. The data
reflects the number of
Hamilton County Jail
bookings and the types of
crimes committed by
individuals without legal
status, highlighting
concerns related to public
safety and law enforcement
resources.

“This data underscores the
need for strong law
enforcement cooperation
with federal immigration
authorities to ensure public
safety in Hamilton County,”

Lowes said. “We remain
committed to enforcing the
law equally and ensuring
that all individuals who
commit crimes are held
accountable, regardless of
their immigration status.”
According to the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Office,
over the past year, there
have been 595 bookings
involving individuals
identified as illegal
immigrants, or non-U.S.
citizens. These arrests
include a range of criminal
offenses, including but not
limited to the examples
below:

Sex Offenses – 8 cases
Drug Offenses – 48
cases
Weapon Offenses – 14
cases

Assault / Intimidation
– 46 cases
Burglary/ Shoplifting /
Larceny – 50 cases

Lowes emphasized the
importance of continuing
proactive policing efforts,
intelligence-sharing with
federal agencies, and
community engagement
to address concerns
surrounding crime and
public safety.

“While the majority of our
residents are law-abiding
citizens, we cannot ignore
the challenges posed by
criminal activity among
non-U.S. citizens,” Lowes
said. “Our priority
remains keeping 
Hamilton County safe,
and we will continue to

Chief Deputy 
John LowesThe 287(g) 

program is 
a collaboration between
ICE and local law
enforcement agencies,
authorizing designated jail
officers to perform limited
immigration law
enforcement functions
only within the confines of
our detention facilities.
This is a jail-based
program. It applies to
illegal aliens who commit
crimes and then are
booked into the Hamilton
County Jail.

work
diligently 
to uphold
the law and
protect our
community.

Fred Hord, Veteran Printer and Community Leader
an elected office in
Hamilton County. (He was
elected as one of
Noblesville’s constables in
1880.)

Fred’s connection isn’t
obvious because of the “a”
in “Hoard Drive.”
 
As I’ve mentioned before,
spelling in the 19th century
was pretty fluid, making it
impossible to determine a
correct spelling for John’s
last name. You can find
references to him as “John
Hoard,” “John Hord,” and
even a few times as “John
Horde.” (He appears as
“Hord” three times and
once as “Hoard” in his
death notice!)

Given the family’s clear
preference for “Hord,”
however, it seems to me
that “Hoard Drive” should
really be “Hord Drive.”
 
But, getting back to Fred . . . 

Fred John Hord was born in
1876. His mother died when

he was three years-old
and his father passed
away five years later. He
had a stepmother, but
having lost both her
husband and a baby in
the same year, she may
not have been up to
raising Fred.

In any case, Fred was sent
to the Indiana Solders’
and Sailors’ Orphans’
Home in Knightstown
after his father’s death. (A
couple of sources
indicate he was the first
African American
accepted there, but I
haven’t confirmed that.)
 
Admission to the
Orphans’ Home was a
turning point for the
young boy. Not only did
he excel in his classes (he
“took the honors” at the
1890 commencement
exercises,) he also learned
the printing trade, which
he was to follow the rest
of his life.

Leaving the Home at the

age of 14, he returned to
Noblesville where he got
a job at the Noblesville
Ledger. He worked there
for 30 years, holding
every position in the
composing room, from
printer’s devil to foreman.
Although he’d learned
printing when type was
set by hand, he became
an expert at operating
linotype machines when
they entered the picture.

In 1902 he became the
first African American to
join the Anderson
Typographical Union.
 
An active member of the
community, Hord spoke
at various church and
civic gatherings,
participated in
Republican politics and
held offices in the local
“colored” Masonic lodge. 
 
He was a charter member
of the local “colored”
Knights of Pythias, and
held offices in that lodge
as well. In 1905 he was
elected to the
organization’s highest
statewide office, Grand
Chancellor. 
 
He left the Ledger in 1918
to take a position at the
Indianapolis Freeman, a
weekly African American
newspaper published by
well known author and
activist George L. Knox.
 
About six years later, a
former Ledger co-worker
persuaded him to move
to Franklin to work his
magic on the Franklin
Star’s linotype machines.
 
Hord was as active in
Franklin’s community
affairs as he had been
here. In 1942, he helped

See PAULA Page A10
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organize a USO club for
Camp Atterbury’s black
soldiers and he served as
chairman of the club’s
board of management
until shortly before he
died in 1944.

At the time of his death,
the Star declared: “Mr.
Hord stood for all that is
fine in life, and held the
respect of both white and
colored.”

PAULA From Page A1

Fred Hord is buried in
Riverside Cemetery.
 
Thanks to Nancy
Massey for additional
research.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com
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part of her adult life was focused on raising her children. When she felt
the time was right, she went to work for Dart Controls in Zionsville,
dedicating 24 years to the company.

An avid Dodgers fan, Sue was over the moon with excitement when they
won the World Series last year. As a teenager, she and her lifelong best
friend, Karen (Dodd) McQuern, were active members of Sheridan Job’s
Daughters. 

Sue is survived by one son, John David Wallace (Andrea) of Lafayette; five
daughters, Karen Jo Wallace of Sheridan, Deloris Elizabeth “Beth” Curl
(Bill) of Sheridan, Anita Carol Childers (Scott) of Sheridan, Debra Lon
Brown (Danny) of Sheridan, and Stacey Marie Halvorsen (Harris) of
Sheridan. She was blessed with 23 grandchildren, and many great
grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. She is
also survived by brother-in-law, Paul Edward Wallace (Gail), sister-in-law,
Karen Inman, and lifelong friends, Bob and Karen McQuern. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Warren Henry and Audia
Deloris (Greathouse) Inman; 6 brothers, Jim, Bill, Tuffy, David, Jack and
Chuck Inman, her sister, Julia Ann Inman, and by her husband of 34 years,
Chester E. “Chet” Wallace on July 28, 1992.

Services will take place at 2:00 PM on Friday, February 14, 2025, at the
Sheridan First Christian Church, 107 W. 3rd Street, Sheridan, Indiana, with
visitation from 11:00 AM until the time of service.

Burial will follow at Spencer Cemetery in Sheridan, Indiana. Reverend
Michael Srbljan will be officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be presented to the
Sheridan First Christian Church, P.O. Box 111, Sheridan, Indiana 46069.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Kercheval Funeral Home in
Sheridan, Indiana.

Sue Wallace
January 26, 1942 - February 9, 2025

Karen Sue (Inman) Wallace, age 83, passed away on
Sunday morning, February 9, 2025, at her home in
Sheridan, Indiana, surrounded by her six children.
Born January 26, 1942, in Sheridan, Indiana, she
was the daughter of the late Warren Henry and
Audia Deloris (Greathouse) Inman. She married the
love of her life, Chester Earl “Chet” Wallace on
June 6, 1958.

Sue was an active member of the Sheridan First
Christian Church for over 60 years, faithfully taking
her six children to church each Sunday. The first

Ascension Heart
Center Ranked
Among Best
Ascension St. Vincent Heart
Center has been ranked
among the top Cardiovascular
Hospitals in the country by
Premier Inc., marking the 13th
time the hospital has been
named to the prestigious list.
Premier, a leading technology-
driven healthcare
improvement company,
announced the top 50 Heart
Hospitals for 2025 last week.
Rankings are based on an
annual study that factors in
several key performance areas
including efficiency, outcomes
and patient experience. In the
2025 study, the Ascension St.
Vincent Heart Center received
5-stars (out of 5) in all key
metrics.

According to the Premier
Study, Ascension St. Vincent
Heart Center is the only
Community Hospital in Indiana
to be named to the list,
ranking third among
Community Hospitals
nationwide. This year marks
the 13th year Ascension St.
Vincent Heart Center has been
ranked in the top 50 nationally
by Premier. More than 900
American hospitals were
scored on 23 metrics across
five categories this year, and
the top 50 hospitals
outperformed their peers in
every category. 

"This prestigious honor is a
testament to the dedication
and expertise of every
member of our cardiovascular
team, whose unwavering
commitment has made
Ascension St. Vincent Heart
Center a leader in providing
exceptional heart care—both
in our state and across the
nation," said Gregory Mazanek,
MD, Chief Medical Officer for
Ascension St. Vincent Heart
Center.

Thank you for reading The Times!
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