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Hamilton
Happenings

Three Things
You Should Know
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A couple of
weeks ago,
Cynthia Baker
emailed to ask
if I’d ever
written a
column about
the creation of
Morse

Reservoir.
 
Not exactly. I’ve covered
aspects of the reservoir’s
history before, but I’ve
never devoted an entire
column to it.

To be honest, I’ve been a
little hesitant to dig too
deeply into the subject
because throughout my life
I’d heard some rather bitter
complaints about the way
the Indianapolis Water
Company dealt with the
farmers who’d owned that
land.
 
Oh, what the heck. What

In honor of National FFA Week,
Indiana FFA State Officers met
in the Statehouse to receive a
proclamation and resolution
from Gov. Braun declaring Feb.
15-22 FFA Week. Chapters
across the state and nation will
host a variety of events to
educate, advocate and
celebrate the agricultural
industry. From community
service projects to a farmer’s
breakfast, these activities pay
homage to the dedication and
commitment of today’s
agriculturalists. The first
National FFA Week was held in
1948, when the National FFA
Board of Directors designated a
weeklong celebration to
recognize George Washington’s
example and legacy as a leader
and farmer.

The ACLU of Indiana filed suit
against Indiana State University
on behalf of The Pride Center of
Terre Haute asking the courts to
order ISU to allow Pride Fest
2025 on campus in August. The
ACLU claims that ISU is violating
its own policy by refusing to
allow Pride Fest 2025 to be held
on ISU property. It says the
school’s denial is part of a
recent pattern of ISU preventing
or discouraging actions and
events that are intended to
support the LGBTQ+
community. 
 
Registration is now open for the
Indiana Ag Threats & Security
Summit – a new program that
addresses threats and security
issues related to agriculture –
presented by Indiana Farm
Bureau in partnership with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Beck’s and Indiana Farm Bureau
Insurance. The workshop will
take place March 25 in Carmel.
Local experts will discuss the
biosecurity and data industries
and explore how the agriculture
sector prepares against
biological, physical and cyber
threats. The program is free to
INFB members and law
enforcement attendees, and
$50 for nonmembers.
Registration for the event is
required. Attendees may
register at www.infb.org/events.
Space is limited, and registration
closes Tuesday, March 11.

The Hamilton County Master
Gardeners Association’s 26th
Annual Plant & Iris Sale fundraiser is
set for May 17 at the Hamilton
County 4-H Fairgrounds. The sale
will feature a wide selection of
plants, including native plants,
hostas, daylilies, perennials,
vegetables, water plants and some
shrubs and small trees. Dug-to-
order irises will be available for
purchase at the Iris Garden on the
southwest corner of the
fairgrounds. There are never enough
wagons for everyone so bring your
own if you can! For more
information, visit
https://bit.ly/3Qjb9eV or email
PlantSaleQuestions@hcmga.org.

Wonder how far our good
governor will push the Indiana
Legislature on his property tax

reform plan? So far, the hired
hands in the House aren’t
cooperating. Going to be

interesting! (And for the record,
I’m rooting for the governor. He

seems to be more concerned
about our money than the

legislators are.)

2 Timothy 2:7 Consider what
I say; and the Lord give thee
understanding in all things.

“You'll never get ahead of
anyone as long as you try to
get even with him.”
Lou Holtz

What bow can't be tied? 
A rainbow.

happened, happened.
 
The Water Company had
learned as far back as 1923
that Indianapolis was
eventually going to need
additional sources of water
for its growing population
and they made plans to
meet that need.
 
They started buying land
for Geist in the late 1920s.
Construction began in 1941,
but some hitches popped
up along the way. A few Fall
Creek Township landowners
objected to the price they
were offered for their
acreage and the company
had to take them to court,
threatening them with
condemnation.

When the company decided
to go ahead with a second
reservoir on Cicero Creek in
1949, they didn’t want to
repeat that experience, so

they got a real estate
agent to buy the land for
them on the sly — all the
while they repeatedly
denied rumors they
intended to build another
reservoir.

At the end of 1950, they
finally came clean and
announced plans to erect
an $8 million reservoir on
Cicero Creek.

In July of 1953,
construction began on
the new facility, dubbed
“Morse Reservoir” in
honor of Indianapolis
Water Company
president Howard S.
Morse.

Geist and Morse contain
about the same amount
of water, but there are
some differences. Geist

See BEST Page A2

It’s All Water Over the Dam

See PAULA Page A2

Host of Local
Businesses
Make ‘Best’ List

HAMILTON COUNTY
COMPANIES THAT 
MADE THE LIST

Small Companies 
(15-34 U.S. employees)
TMG Construction
Management, Inc. /
Noblesville

ADVISA / Carmel
Hamilton County Tourism /
Carmel

iRiS Recruiting Solutions /
Carmel

KBSO Consulting LLC /
Carmel

Platinum Recruiting Group /
Carmel

Miebach / Fishers

‘Little Women’ Returns for Belfry’s 60th Season

Photos courtesy of Rob Slaven of Indy Ghost Light Photography

Mary Garner (left) as Marmee, Rob Lawson as
Father March, Samuel Smith (from left) as
John Brook, James Semmelroth Darnel as
Professor Bhaer and Emily Haus as Jo March.

Mary Garner as Marmee (back left), Natalie
Piggush as Amy March, Emily Haus as Jo
March; Emma Gedig as Meg March (front
left), Rob Lawson as Father March and Lizzie
Schultz as Beth March.

Barcia Alejos, her husband
Jose Alejos and their son
Daniel Alejos aren’t always
a package deal, but when
one of them needs help,
the other two come to the
rescue.

Working together is a
natural thing for the
Alejoses. And they’ve all
come together once again
for The Belfry Theatre’s

next show, “Little
Women,” the drama,
opening Friday and
continuing through March
2 at Noblesville First
United Methodist Church. 
The play is part of The
Belfry’s 60th anniversary
season, with seven
performances in
Celebration Hall at the
church. Tickets are still
available.

It’s the fourth time that
“Little Women” has been
on stage in The Belfry
Theatre’s 60 years,
including 1969 and 1996,
both directed by the late
Betty Lou Kyle; and in
2016, the musical,
directed by Brenna
Campbell Whitaker and
the late Christy Clinton.

See BELFRY Page A2

Each year the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce
compiles a listing of the best
places to work in Indiana. The
list features honorees from all
corners of the state and more
than 20 industries. Each year,
Hamilton County shines
brightly in it – and this year
was no exception.

Altogether, 26 business
located here made the list out
of 150 total. The list is broken
into multiple categories, small
(15-34 U.S. employees), small-
medium (35-74), medium (75-
249), large 9250-999) and
major (1,000 U.S. employees
or more). Carmel led the way
with 18 businesses across all
categories. Noblesville had
three, TMG Construction
Management, Interactive
Digital Solutions and Ryan
Fireprotection. Fishers had
four companies and Westfield
one.
 
“We all recognize that
currently there is intense
competition for talent. This
program is a great way for
organizations to take the
temperature of their culture
and how it’s resonating with
today’s workers,” Indiana
Chamber President and CEO
Vanessa Green Sinders said.
“Companies on the right
cultural track also are much
more likely to be effective
across the board and have
increased productivity and
overall success. We salute
each of this year’s winners for
their commitment to
displaying best practices in
their workplaces, which are
enabling them to attract and
retain employees.”
 
The top companies in the
state were determined
through employer reports and
comprehensive employee
surveys. The Workforce
Research Group handled the
selection process.

http://www.infb.org/events
https://bit.ly/3Qjb9eV
mailto:PlantSaleQuestions@hcmga.org
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Frankfort High School in 1959. He then went on to
earn his bachelor’s degree from Indiana
University-Kokomo in liberal studies in 1983. Bob
retired from Delco/Delphi Electronics after over
41 years of service working as a tool & die/mold
maker. He previously worked for First National
Bank in Kokomo, and delivered agricultural and
farm fuels for Standard Oil. Bob was strongly
committed to his Christian faith and served in
multiple leadership roles within the church. He
always reminded those whom he touched that
“God takes care of His people!”. He was an Eagle
Scout, enjoyed performance cars and was a
Corvette enthusiast. Bob dedicated years of
service umpiring local Little League, Babe Ruth,
and high school baseball games and was an avid
St. Louis Cardinals baseball fan. He was a
notorious “birthday aficionado” to and for family
and friends alike. Bob adored spending time with
all of his family, but especially all of his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He loved
to play tennis and was a member of the Carmel
Racquet Club, where he had yet another “family”
of friends.

Bob is survived by his children, Mike (Kim)
LaFollette, Robin (Rob) McGreevy, David
LaFollette, Tammy (Dean) Montel, and Loann
(Mike) Burke; grandchildren, Austin LaFollette,
Kiersten (Colburn) Lambert, Cammie (Ben)
Lawton, Zac (Mikayla) McGreevy, Sarabeth
LaFollette, Andrew (Jessica) Vendl, Hunter
Montel, Bryce Montel, Kaley Montel, Sean (Jenn)
Burke, Tyler (Hailey) Burke, Evan (Devin) Burke,
and Jenna Burke; great-grandchildren, Maveryk
Lambert, Kolt Lambert, Hunter Lambert, Theo
Vendl, Riley Burke, Parker Burke, Grant Burke, and
Collin Burke; sister, Kathy (Bill) Schmidt; brothers,
Paul (Diane) LaFollette, and John LaFollette; and
foreign exchange student, Mia Kuntsi.

Along with his parents, Ivan J. and Mary E.
LaFollette; Bob was preceded in death by his
sister, Karen Colbert. 

A funeral service celebrating Bob’s life will be held
at 11:00 am on Monday, February 24, 2025, at
Shirley & Stout Funeral Home, 1315 W. Lincoln
Road Kokomo, Indiana, with Pastor Greg Reed
officiating. Burial will follow at the Galveston
Cemetery. Friends are invited to visit with the
family from 2:00 pm until 5:00 pm on Sunday,
February 23, 2025, at the funeral home. Memorial
contributions may be made to Indiana University
Kokomo. Shirley & Stout Funeral Home &
Crematory has been entrusted with arrangements.
Messages of condolence may be left online at
www.shirleyandstout.com. 

Charles LaFollette
March 17, 1942 - February 10, 2025

Charles Robert “Bob”
LaFollette, 82, of
Noblesville, was
received in Heaven on
Monday, February 10,
2025 in Noblesville. He
was born on March 17,
1942, in Lincoln,
Illinois, the son of the
late Ivan J. and Mary E.
(Tucker) LaFollette. 

Bob graduated from
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the new company
president. (Morse had
stepped down earlier in
the year to become the
chairman of the
company’s board of
directors.)
 
The highlight of the
proceedings was the
unveiling of a plaque
affixed to a large rock
at the east end of the
dam that dedicated the
reservoir to Morse “in
recognition of his
significant contribution
to the growth of
Indianapolis and the
surrounding area.”
 
Originally, there was to
be no development
along the shores of
Morse and Geist, but in
1960 the water
company created a
subsidiary called
Shorewood to sell the
surplus land the
company owned
around both reservoirs.
 
We all know what came
of that. By 1971, the
land around Morse
Reservoir that farmers
had sold for about
$350 an acre was
valued at around
$5,000 an acre.
 
You can probably
understand why some
bitterness toward the
Water Company lingers
in this county.
 
But, that’s water over
the dam.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com

covers a little more
land. Morse is slightly
deeper and has a larger
dam and spillway. (A
detailed chart of
statistics comparing
the reservoirs appears
in the Aug. 18, 1955
Noblesville Daily
Ledger.)

One thing Morse has
that Geist doesn’t is a
levee to keep flood
waters from backing up
in the basin area and
spilling out into White
River.  (If you’ve ever
eaten at Wolfie’s
restaurant, you’ve
driven over that levee.)
 
Construction on Morse
was completed in
August, 1955, and
water was allowed to
begin filling it that
December. The final
cost was $6,500,000 —
about three times the
amount spent on Geist.
 
At that time, the Water
Company held a
contest asking people
to guess when water
would finally start
flowing over the dam.
The person who came
closest to the date and
time was to win $56.
Progressively smaller
amounts went to the
next 55 entries.

An Indianapolis man
won by being less than
a half hour off the exact
time of 7:28 p.m.,
February 25th. 1956.

The following July, the
reservoir was officially
dedicated in a
ceremony that
featured Indiana
Governor George N.
Craig, Howard S. Morse
and Thomas W. Moses,

PAULA From Page A1
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mother Marmee, face
life's challenges with
courage and love. Jo,
the ambitious second
eldest, aspires to be a
writer, while managing
the family's hardships
with spirited resolve.
Each sister, with
distinct dreams and
aspirations, navigates
personal trials and
societal expectations,
discovering that family
bonds are enduring
and vital. This stage
adaptation of Louisa
May Alcott’s beloved
novel celebrates the
resilience and enduring
spirit of these
remarkable women,
offering a
heartwarming
exploration of life,
love, and the
importance of family.

“Little Women”
features Emily Haus of
Noblesville as Jo
March, Emma Gedig of
Indianapolis as Meg
March, Natalie Piggush
of Fishers as Amy
March, Lizzie Schultz (a
Noblesville High
School grad) of
Westfield as Beth
March, Mary Garner of
Indianapolis as
Marmee, Gideon Roark
of Yorktown as Laurie,
Samuel Smith of
Indianapolis as John
Brooke, Christina
Burch of Noblesville (a
Noblesville High
School grad) as Aunt
March, Rob Lawson of
Noblesville (a
Noblesville High
School grad) as Father
March, and James
Semmelroth Darnel of
Indianapolis as
Professor Bhaer.

The crew also features
co-producer, Betsy
Reason, Noblesville;
set decorator, Claudia
MacRae, Noblesville;
props manager, Heidi
Moranski, Fishers;
costume/hair designer,
Jillian Fleck, Anderson;
lighting designer,
Karissa Henschen,
Indianapolis; lighting
operator, Fran Knapp,
Noblesville; sound
designer, Eric Dixon,
Indianapolis; sound
operator, Kevin
Moranski, Fishers; set
painting team, Daniel
Alejos, Claudia
MacRae, Kiersten
Clifford; and set
building team, Jose
and Daniel Alejos,
Gideon Roark, Noah
Wilson and Jeff Garner. 

Barcia Alejos is the
current show’s
director. Jose Alejos
headed up the set
build (designed by
Jose and Children’s
Museum of
Indianapolis’
visualization artist and
designer Jay Ganz,
who has worked with
the Alejoses before),
and their graphic
designer son, Daniel,
designed his mom’s
show logos, worked on
the set with his dad,
co-produced the
show, and took on the
role as stage manager
and assistant director.

Barcia always finds it
easy working with her
husband (of 38 years),
who “has such great
tastes.” She has said,
“I just give the vision
of what I’m after … He
already has such a
talent for that in our
everyday lives. We
work together. We just
know what each
others’ gifts are … It’s
a really wonderful
thing that he’s willing
to do that with me,
and I appreciate it so
much.”

Jose enjoys working
with his wife. “For me,
it’s to try to help her,”
said Jose Alejos, who
also headed up the set
build for the theater’s
“Father of the Bride”
and “Savannah
Sipping Society,” for
which Ganz also
designed both sets.

Son Daniel has been
acting on stage since
he was in elementary
school, enjoying the
Barn Rats youth
summer day camp at
Mud Creek Playhouse.
“That was kind of what
brought me into
community theater,”
said Barcia, a drama
major for a short time
in college before
changing to a Spanish
major.

“Little Women,” the
drama, tells the story
of a journey through
the lives of the four
March sisters — Meg,
Jo, Beth, and Amy —
as they grow from
childhood into
womanhood in Civil
War-era
Massachusetts. With
their father away at
war, the sisters,
guided by their
devoted

BELFRY From Page A1

Want TO GO?

What: Hamilton County Theatre Guild and The
Belfry Theatre present the family drama,
“Little Women.”

When: 8 p.m. Fridays, Feb. 21 and 28; 2 p.m.
Saturdays, Feb. 22 and March 1, and Sundays,
Feb. 23 and March 2; and 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
27. American Sign Language interpreters at 2
p.m. Feb. 23 performance. 

Where: Noblesville First United Methodist
Church, 2051 Monument St., Noblesville
How much: $20 for adults, $15 for students,
seniors or military. Find a $5 discount off of
$20 adult tickets with promo code on Belfry
Theatre’s Facebook or Instagram or in
subscribers’ email. Special Thursday night
performance is $10 for all seats.

For tickets: http://www.thebelfrytheatre.com,
(317) 773-1085

Small-Medium Companies (35-74 U.S. employees)
Interactive Digital Solutions LLC / Noblesville

Brite Systems, Inc. / Carmel

CleanSlate Technology Group / Carmel

FORCE Communications - Powered by Petauri / Carmel

Koola Logistics / Carmel

Leaf Software Solutions / Carmel

Mesh Systems / Carmel

Ultimate Technologies Group / Fishers

Medium Companies (75-249 U.S. employees)
GadellNet Consulting Services / Carmel

J.C. Hart Company / Carmel

The MJ Companies / Carmel

INCOG BioPharma Services, Inc. / Fishers

Meyer Najem / Fishers

SEP / Westfield

Large Companies (250-999 U.S. employees) (25)
Ryan Fireprotection, Inc. / Noblesville

Blue & Co. LLC / Carmel

Shepherd Insurance / Carmel

Zotec Partners / Carmel

Major Companies (1,000+ U.S. employees) (6)
Busey Bank / Carmel
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Annual Plant & Iris
Sale Set for May 17
The Hamilton County Master
Gardeners Association will host
its 26th Annual Plant & Iris Sale
fundraiser on Saturday, May 17
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds
in Noblesville.

The sale will feature a wide
selection of plants, including
native plants, hostas, daylilies,
perennials, vegetables, water
plants and some shrubs and
small trees. Dug-to-order irises
will be available for purchase at
the Iris Garden on the southwest
corner of the fairgrounds. Please
bring your own wagon if you can.
Free gardening information and
expert planting advice will be
offered. Cash, check, or credit
card accepted. No dogs allowed
the day of the sale.

Proceeds from the fundraiser go
toward HCMGA’s Barney Hobbs
Memorial Horticulture
Scholarship Fund. Barney Hobbs
was a founding member of the
HCMGA who possessed a strong
volunteer spirit. Scholarships in
the amount of $3,000 each pay
tribute to Mr. Hobbs and his
many horticultural
accomplishments and are
awarded annually to qualifying
college students majoring in
horticulture, botany, landscape
architecture/design or an
agriculture or environmental
science that includes a plant-
focused component.

For more information about the
plant and iris sale, visit
https://bit.ly/3Qjb9eV or email
PlantSaleQuestions@hcmga.org.

Don’t forget to renew your
subscription!

thetimes24-7.com/subscribe
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