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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank

EUNICE COLLINS
for subscribing!

If you’re trying to lose weight,
keep a food diary and calculate

what you’re actually eating each
day – there are apps for that!

Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. 
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I’ve been
wanting to
write
something
about
Hamilton
County’s
medical
history for a

long time, but I
discovered that’s easier
said than done.
 
Most of what’s in the old
newspapers are accounts
of the Hamilton County
Medical Society’s
meetings and they don’t
make very interesting
reading.
 
While trying to come up
with a topic for Women’s
History Month, however,
I remembered that
Nancy Massey and Carol
Ann Schweikert’s 2013
pictorial history of
Noblesville contains
photos of two early
female doctors.
 
Bingo! I could kill two
birds with one stone!
 
The women in the book
are Mrs. Dr. Joyce F.
Hobson and Mrs. Dr.
Mivinda M. Wheeler.
(During the late 1800s
and early 1900s, married
female doctors were
often addressed as “Mrs.
Dr.”)

Although I can’t prove it,
it’s likely Dr. Hobson was
the first female physician
in Noblesville, if not in
the entire county. She
opened a practice here
during the summer of
1879, posting an ad in the
local newspapers which
noted, “Special attention
given treatment of
diseases of women and
children.”
 
Her training was in
Eclectic medicine, a
branch of American
medicine that embraced
the use of botanical
remedies and
noninvasive therapies. It
arose as a reaction to the
harshness of the
conventional medicine of
that day which leaned on

Ahead of International Women’s
Day this Saturday, Gov. Mike Braun
signed an executive order to
strengthen paid parental leave for
state employees. The executive
order also provides paid childbirth
leave for women recovering from
giving birth, as well as paid leave
for those grieving from the tragedy
of losing a baby. This means all
employed women who give birth
are eligible for six weeks paid
childbirth recovery leave, and up
to eight weeks paid childbirth leave
for employees who deliver via C-
section. This leave policy also
applies to employees who
experience the tragedy of losing a
baby in utero at 20 weeks or
beyond. 

The DNR continues to detect highly
pathogenic avian influenza in wild
birds throughout Indiana and has
currently detected the H5NI virus
in 30 counties. HPAI is also
suspected in an additional 32
counties based on reports
involving the deaths of raptors,
cranes and waterfowl. Counties
where avian influenza has been
detected in wild birds currently are
Adams, Allen, Bartholomew,
Benton, Boone, Clinton, Decatur,
Gibson, Greene, Hamilton,
Hancock, Hendricks, Henry,
Huntington, Jackson, Jasper, Lake,
LaPorte, Marion, Newton, Pike,
Porter, Randolph, Ripley, Shelby,
Starke, Tippecanoe, Union,
Vanderburgh and Vermillion. HPAI
is a disease caused by an influenza
virus that usually spreads among
birds. It is common in wild birds,
especially waterfowl, shorebirds,
and raptors.
 
Four-time Indianapolis 500 starter
Lee Kunzman, a model of
perseverance in motorsports, died
Feb. 27. He was 80. Kunzman
overcame serious injuries during
his career to start at Indy in 1972,
1973, 1977 and 1979. His best finish
was seventh, in 1973 and 1977. His
best qualifying spot was 11th, for
his final start in 1979.

We have free tickets to the Indiana
Flower & Patio Show ready and waiting
for YOU! All you have to do is take a
selfie with you and our front page
(print or online doesn’t matter) and
email it to news@thepaper24-7.com. If
we publish your picture (and we will!),
you win two to four free tickets –
valued at $15 each! The Show is one of
the oldest flower shows in the U.S. and
goes on March 15-23 at the Indiana
State Fairgrounds. Don’t pass up the
chance for free tickets and a great day!
Snap that selfie and email it to us
today!

This is America and hard work
and achievement is still

rewarded . . . with higher taxes.

blood-letting and the use
of toxic chemicals.
 
It’s not surprising that Dr.
Hobson followed that
philosophy. Some of the
first medical schools to
admit women and African
Americans were Eclectic
medical schools. 

Although popular with her
patients, Dr. Hobson
ruffled the feathers of the
more traditional
physicians in the county,
either because of her
medical practices, or her
gender. Maybe both.
 
This is evidenced in a
letter published in the
June 22, 1883 Republican-
Ledger in which Mrs. Mary
Myers defended Dr.
Hobson against a rumor
the doctor’s carelessness
had allowed Mrs. Myers to
become infected with
smallpox. Mrs. Myers
protested that the tale
had been spread merely
to harm Dr. Hobson and
had “not a particle of
truth to it.”
 
An even bigger kerfuffle
developed about that
same time when members
of the Hamilton County
Medical Society filed
charges against Dr.
William H. Cyrus for
“persistently and
intentionally” violating
the AMA code of medical
ethics by consulting with
Dr. Hobson “of the so-
called Eclectic School of
Medicine.”
 
The open-minded Dr.
Cyrus refused to “go back
on the woman,” so the
Society expelled him. He
appealed to the State
Medical Society, they
tossed it back for a
rehearing and the county
society’s committee on
ethics ruled that the
charges and
specifications against the
doctor couldn’t be
sustained.
 
Dr. Cyrus resigned from
the county medical
society a month later,
anyway.

A native of Hancock
County, Dr. Mivinda
Wheeler arrived in
Noblesville sometime in
the early 1880s.

That’s such an unusual
name, I initially
wondered if it was a
typo. (She does appear
as “Miranda” in some
places.) However, I
discovered other women
with that name in census
records, so it seems
“Mivinda” IS correct.
 
Dr. Wheeler also
practiced Eclectic
medicine, having
graduated from the
Indiana Eclectic Medical
College in Indianapolis.
 
She initially worked
under Dr. Hobson’s
supervision and the two
women became such
good friends that they
continued to stay in
touch after Dr. Hobson
moved to Arkansas in
1891.
 
Like Dr. Hobson, Dr.
Wheeler was popular
with her patients and
was an active participant
in the Indiana Eclectic
Medical Association.

Unlike Dr. Hobson, she
doesn’t seem to have
created any major waves
in the local medical
community. I found
more references in the
old newspapers to her
gardening skills than to
her medical practice.
(She won prizes for her
flowers!)
 
Dr. Hobson, who
remarried and was later
Dr. Osborn/Osborne,
died in California in
1939. Dr. Wheeler
passed away in
Noblesville in 1922.
 
Thanks to Nancy Massey
for research help.
 
Paula Dunn’s From Time
to Thyme column
appears on Wednesdays
in The Times. Contact
her at younggardener
friend@gmail.com

See TIM Page A5

“The press is the best
instrument for enlightening
the mind of man and improving
him as a rational, moral and
social being.”
Thomas Jefferson

Have you heard about the
successful florist in town?
Business is positively
blooming.

Congratulations to Kathy Pritchard!
Kathy sent us a picture of herself with
The Times and for that just won tickets
to the Indiana Flower & Patio Show at
the Indiana State Fairgrounds, courtesy
of The Times! Want to win free tickets,
too? Just snap a selfie with The Times
(print or electronic) and send it to
news@thetimes24-7.com. If we print
the photo, you win tickets! It’s that
easy! But hurry! The show begins
March 15 and wraps up March 23.

TODAY’S VERSE
Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall

be ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful

generation; of him also shall the Son
of man be ashamed, when he

cometh in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.

supposed to start a
conversation that way? I guess
it could lead to a whole lot of
folks suddenly remembering
they have something
important to do, like organize
their CD collection . . .
alphabetically . . . )

The eight or nine of you who
read these scribbles regularly
may recall that I often have a
problem with our friends at
the Indiana General Assembly.
(Well, to be fair I typically have
a problem with most elected
folks, but I digress.)

As usual, the honorable
senators and representatives
are once again considering
legislation that will eliminate
the requirement that local and
state governments have to
publish legal notices in Indiana
newspapers. Without going
into the weeds TOO much, this
concerns you because the
state wants to create a public
notice website that will cost
you big bucks (the state press
association already has one,
by the way, that they don’t
charge for). By taking away
those notices the government
is eliminating the checks and
balances that a free press
provides. And third, name me
something – c’mon ANYTHING
– that the government does
better and more efficiently
than private business.

To be clear, the government
does pay us newspaper folks

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

Notes found on the
back of a Sheb
Wooley
autographed
picture . . .

I want to ask a
favor. (Are you

The Distaff Side of Hamilton
County Medical History

Elected Officials,
State & Beyond,
Need Priorities

Times Offering
Free Tickets 
to Flower &
Patio Show
Attention flower lovers . . .
and spring lovers . . . and
backyard lovers . . . and
cookout lovers . . . The
Noblesville Times once again
has free tickets to give away
for the 2025 Indiana Flower &
Patio Show, which runs from
Saturday, March 15 through
Sunday, March 23 at the
Indiana State Fairgrounds and
Event Center.

All you have to do to win
tickets (valued at $15 each) is
either send us a selfie of you
and our front page (Print or
Online Edition) to news@
thetimes24-7.com and be sure
to include your name, where
you live (city or town, not
specific home address) and a
little bit about yourself (and
no, adding a kind word about
your favorite Hamilton
County newspaper won’t
enhance your chances to win,
but we sure would appreciate
it). Then all you have to do is
wait and watch. If you see

See FREE Page A2
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Kindergarten Enrollment Open Now

Noblesville Schools is
excited to open
kindergarten
enrollment from now
through May 9 for the
upcoming 2025-26
school year.

Children must be at
least 5 years of age on
or before Aug. 1, 2025
in order to enroll for
kindergarten. If your
child will be 5 after
Aug. 1, but before 

Oct. 1, 2025 they can
be considered for early
entrance. 

Noblesville Schools is
a nationally recognized
district focused on
academic excellence,
care for students, and
creative learning
opportunities.

To learn more and
enroll, visit noblesville
schools.org

Photos courtesy of Noblesville Schools

Kindergarten enrollment  for Noblesville Schools is
open now through May 9th. 

Teen Killed in Saturday Crash
An 18-year-old from
Indianapolis man was
killed in a crash
Saturday.

Mason Alexander of
Indianapolis was
driving a 2016 BMW
340 on Florida Road
near Geist Park
Saturday evening
around 9 p.m.

According to the
Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office,
Alexander was
traveling south and
attempted to pass just
before a hill. Police say
that a 2015 Toyota was
headed north and was

coming on the other
side of the hill.
Alexander’s BMW tried
to avoid the collision
and left the road and
struck a tree, causing
the BMW to catch fire.

Alexander was
pronounced dead at
the scene.

The Toyota went off
the east side of the
road and struck a
mailbox. There was no
other report of injuries.

This case is actively
being investigated by
the HCSO Crash Team. 

FREE From Page A1

your smiling face in
The Times – you win!

And what a year to win
Flower & Patio Show
tickets! The Indiana
Flower & Patio Show is
one of the oldest and
most successful flower
shows in the nation!
The show features
beautiful gardens
crafted by many of
Indiana’s premier
landscapers, hundreds
of finer outdoor living
experts and thousands
of ideas, solutions and
products to take home.
Inspiration grows here!

The Indiana Flower &
Patio Show is
produced by
Marketplace Events,
which produces more
than 70 consumer
shows in North
America, including
home, garden and
holiday shows. The 70+
combined events, in 54
markets, currently
attract 30,000
exhibitors, 2.5 million
attendees and another
five million unique web
visitors annually.

In addition, there are
two special days. Hero
Day is Friday, March 21

and the Show pays
honor and tribute to all
our heroes! All active
military, veterans,
police and fire
personnel get FREE
ADMISSION for the
day, plus FREE
PARKING at the State
Fairgrounds. Just bring
a valid ID and come
enjoy the Flower +
Patio Show for the day!

And Teacher Day is
Sunday, March 16 as
the Show takes
attendance for all
educators. As a thank
you to those who help
teach our little ones,
all teachers and school
staff receive FREE
ADMISSION to the
show on March 16.
Just bring a valid staff
ID and enjoy the
Flower + Patio Show
free of charge!

Regular admission
prices are $15 for
adults, and children 12
and under are free.
The Show opens at 10
a.m. each day and
closes at 8 p.m.
Thursdays through
Saturdays, 7 p.m.
Mondays through
Wednesdays and 5
p.m. on Sundays.

OBITUARY

Diana was a devoted wife and homemaker,
whose strength and beauty shone through her
quiet demeanor. She cherished her husband
above all else, exhibiting an exceptional depth of
love and commitment. A lover of life's simple
joys, Diana found great pleasure in long
motorcycle rides, the company of her
grandchildren and pets, the serenity of the
beach, and the fellowship of her Calvary
Apostolic church family. 
 
Diana's legacy of love will live on in the hearts of
those she left behind; her husband Donnie; her
children Jeremy (Sheri) Keel, Jason Keel, Frankie
(Janelle) Biggs, Donnie Joe (Rotchel) Biggs,
Amber Biggs; and a sister Debbie Babcock. She is
also survived by 16 grandchildren and 3 great
grandchildren. Her indomitable spirit and her
unyielding love will always be remembered by
those who knew and loved her.
 
Diana was preceded in death by her parents, her
beloved daughter, Leah, brothers Randy and
Brian Keel, and sister Linda Brown. Her life will
be celebrated with a visitation on Thursday,
February 13, 2025, at 11:00am at Calvary
Apostolic Church, 16400 Cumberland Road,
Noblesville, Indiana. The funeral service will
follow at the same location at 1:00pm with
Pastor Bryan Tanton officiating. Burial will be
following the service at Crownland Cemetery in
Noblesville. In these moments, we will remember
Diana for the love and joy she brought into our
lives. 
 
We encourage everyone who knew Diana to
share their memories of her on her memorial
page at glennegeorgeandson.com. Memorial
donations in her honor can be made to Calvary
Apostolic Church.

Diana L. Biggs
August 5, 1956 - February 9, 2025

Diana L. Biggs, 68,
loving wife, mother and
grandmother, passed
away on February 9,
2025. She was born to
Charles and Barbara
Keel on August 5, 1956,
in Indianapolis, IN., and
resided in Noblesville,
Indiana for most of her
life. She married the
love of her life, Donnie
Biggs in 1980. 
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NFD Keeping
People Safe

The Noblesville Fire
Department
responded to two
residential fires
recently, ensuring the
safety of all residents
and pets involved.

The first fire was
reported in the 4800
block of Ashbrook
Drive. The incident
was discovered when
the homeowners’ in-
home security system
detected smoke and
alerted Hamilton
County Public Safety
Communications,
which dispatched
emergency services.
Fire crews arrived
promptly, entered the
home, and quickly
extinguished the fire,
limiting damage to the
kitchen area. The
cause of the fire has
not been released. No
injuries were reported,
and the homeowner's
pets were safely
evacuated.

The second fire
occurred in the 1100
block of Funny Cide
Drive. The homeowner

contacted 911 after
her children alerted
her to the fire. The
family safely
evacuated before
emergency
responders arrived.
Upon arrival,
firefighters
encountered heavy
smoke coming from
the residence. Crews
located the fire on the
second floor and
successfully
extinguished it. The
home sustained
substantial damage,
but no injuries were
reported to civilians,
pets, or firefighters.

The NFD would like to
take this opportunity
to remind residents of
the importance of
working smoke
detectors in every
home. With the
upcoming time
change, now is an
excellent time to
replace the batteries
in your smoke
detectors to ensure
they are functioning
properly.

Notice of Assessment Forms
Now Available Electronically

Hamilton County
property owners now
have the option to
receive their Notice of
Assessment of Land
and Improvements
(Form 11)
electronically, rather
than by traditional
mail. The Assessor’s
Office has
traditionally mailed
the forms in April, but
residents can now opt
to have them emailed
instead.

Form 11 details the
assessed value of a
property, which
serves as the starting
point for calculating
annual property tax
payments. Assessed
values may change
due to new
construction,
additions, 
remodeling, or
changes in land 
use as well as for 

reassessments and
annual market value
trending.

Property owners
interested in receiving
their Form 11 via email
must submit the
request by the end of
the day on March 25.
Both electronic and
mailed notices will be
sent on April 30.

Property owners can
complete the online
form on the Hamilton
County Assessor's
website or at this link:
https://www.hamilton
county.in.gov/2073/F-
11-Email-Notification-
Request

Photos courtesy NFD

In both cases, no injuries to residents, pets or
first responders were reported.

Don’t forget 
to renew 

your
subscription!

thetimes24-7.com/
subscribe
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TIM From Page A1

for the legal notices –
but trust me, it’s not
expensive. The
government mandates
the rate. What they let
us charge them is
either at or very near
the bottom of anything
we offer.

And to be even more
clear, I get the idea
that they think our
industry is dying. But
the fact that
thousands of you are
reading this on a tablet
or a phone or a
computer of some sort
is evidence that we are
not. Evolving? You bet.
However, the last thing
anything in transition
needs is another
negative. We may be
evolving, but what’s
the old saying about
perception and reality?

So we are going to
have an old-fashioned
rally at the Indiana
Statehouse to let
lawmakers know we do
not want them to pass
any of this proposed
legislation – and we are
hoping to have a lot of
people show up! Thus,
the favor. We’d love
for you to join us. The
more the merrier . . .
and the better our
chances of convincing
those aforementioned
elected types that they
should reconsider.
If you are willing, the
rally is scheduled for
March 19 at 11 a.m.
We’re going to meet on
the third floor, just
outside the Senate
chambers. If you would
like to go, on behalf of
newspapers all over
Indiana – a sincere
thank you! And if you
want to go please do
let me know. You can
reach me at ttimmons
@thetimes24-7.com.
I’d love to hear from
you – and we’re
working on maybe
getting t-shirts we can
share.

Here's the thing –
we’ve all seen the
horror stories coming
out of D.C. about
waste and fraud in
government spending.
I’m not saying we have
that here, but it’s time
we let those we elect
know that we expect
them to do better.
Keeping a check and
balance is just one way
to do that.

Thanks for your
consideration!

* * *
AS LONG as I’m on the
folks in the
Statehouse, let’s talk
about the ongoing saga
of property taxes AND
the ridiculous strategy
being employed by
schools, cities,
counties and towns all
over the state.

If you’ve been out of
the country and
missed it, here’s the
gist. Gov. Braun comes
into office and has a
very public plan to fix
exploding property
taxes. He wants to
start by taking
property taxes back to
levels from a few years
ago.

That triggered a
tsunami of opposition.
What? Taxpayers were
upset? Nope. The
government was. You
see if we all pay less in
property taxes, the

government gets less
of our money – heavy
emphasis on OURS. So,
all those folks from
two paragraphs above
are suddenly
screaming how they
can’t do with less. They
NEED that money . . .
and the Indiana Senate
responded by saying
they would limit the
increase in property
taxes.

Yes, you read that right
-- limit the INCREASE.

Mark Franke, an
adjunct scholar of the
Indiana Policy Review
and formerly an
associate vice-
chancellor at Indiana
University-Purdue
University Fort Wayne,
summed it up best.

“Other than Governor
Braun, I don’t think
anyone in Indianapolis
gets it,” he wrote. “The
Senate Republicans
are patting themselves
on the back for
“cutting” the proposed
increase in property
tax bills but only a
governmental type
could call it that with a
straight face.”

Don’t know if you can
join us for our
newspaper rally on
March 19, but if you do
you might want to add
your voice to the
property tax battle.

Here’s the thing, if
Indiana Republicans
pass both (and to be
very clear, that’s who
would be responsible),
then we all need to
remember that the
next few times we go
to the polls. The party
that used to be about
limited government
and fiscal
responsibility has an
opportunity here to
prove it still is. We’ll be
watching.

* * *
I HAVE great respect
for the League of
Women Voters. The
national League has
published a letter that
is signed by the
organization’s top
execs and
representatives from
all 50 states (and the
District of Columbia).
In short, the letter
urges Congress to stop
what it calls the
overreach from Donald
Trump and Elon Musk.

What’s the new hot
saying now, read the
room?

I can’t always say I
agree with the League.
It tends to lean a bit
too far left for my
taste. But I certainly
respect their opinion.
It has long been said in
this space and others
that a difference of
opinion is what made
and makes this country
great. It’d be a sad
state of affairs if
everyone thinks like I
do. But the idea of
stopping the
administration from
cutting back on
government spending
is kind of like telling
smoke jumpers to stop
battling the out-of-
control forest fire.

The League even

See TIM
Page A6

Don’t forget to renew your
subscription!

thetimes24-7.com/subscribe
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mentions they don’t
want USAID
dismantled – that
organization that spent
$50 million for
condoms in Gaza,
$70,000 to produce a
DEI musical in Ireland,
$1.5 million to promote
DEI . . . in SERBIA!

To be fair, there are
certainly some
roadblocks Trump and
his team are hitting.
However, the
ridiculous bureaucracy
and corruption that is
our federal
government today did
not happen overnight.
It is deeply entrenched
and it is not going to be
easy – or simple – to
take it apart.

What is hard for me to
fathom though is the
amount of pushback. I
mean the League – and
most of the
mainstream media –
are acting like the
fraud, the corruption,
the wasteful spending .
. . the mountain of
things we should be
aghast with – are the
victims and the
executive branch are
the bad guys.
Seriously. They are.
You can’t make this
stuff up.

And here’s another
point. A little online
research will tell you
that the League gets
donations from, wait
for it . . . politicians.
Hmmm, they didn’t
mention that in their
letter. They also didn’t
mention that they
have a handful of
administrative types
(CEO, COO, CDO, Chief
of Staff, Chief Counsel,
Chief of Culture and
Chief Communications
Officer) who all earn
between $90,000 and
$158,000.

What would a cut in
government spending
do to that?

* * *
ONCE MORE, The
Times is offering free
tickets to the Indiana
Flower & Patio Show.
Just take a selfie with
our Times (electronic
OR print) and send it to
us. You can send it
directly to me and I’ll
take care of it for you,
or send it to news@
thetimes24-7.com. If
we print it (and we
will!), you can win two
or more tickets!
(Honestly, tell me how
many you want and if
it’s not dozens, we’re
pretty easy!) But hurry.
The show begins
March 15 and ends
March 23.

* * *
BY NOW most of you
are aware that The
Times is doing trips
and inviting you guys
along. Dick Wolfsie is
hosting a trip to see
the northern lights in
Iceland that leaves
March 18.

We’re meeting soon to
figure out our next trip
– but here’s a quick
question. If my wife
and I led a contingent
to Israel, would you
like to come along? Let
me know if you do and
we’ll start looking at
details!

* * *
LAST NOTE: Did you
see the report that
China and Russia are
starting to target fired
federal employees
with security
clearances? The idea is
that they’ll be so
ticked off at Trump
and Musk that they’ll
get cozy with the bad
guys.

Anyone remember a
world we used to live
in where patriotism
and love of country
topped all the petty
B.S.? Anyone
remember a world
where a foreign leader

who has been given
billions and billions of
U.S. dollars thought
better of biting the
hand that feeds it.

Don’t know about you,
and I’ve made it clear I
think Trump can be an
ass much of the time,
but I like the idea he
wants rare earth
materials from the
Ukraine and that he’s
cutting off corrupt
spending and waste. I
hope he goes farther.

* * *
I’LL BET A lot of you
remember Sheb
Wooley. He came to
mind recently when
we heard the sad news
of Gene Hackman’s
passing. Sheb played
the wise principal of
Hickory High School
and the assistant
coach for the Huskers
in the classic,
Hoosiers. Of course,
the multi-talented star
also played in a lot of
westerns, including
High Noon and The
Outlaw Josey Wales.
He was the trail boss
in the TV show
Rawhide. AND, he had
Top 40 hits in both
rock and roll (The
Purple People Eater)
and country (Almost
Persuaded No. 2). Back
when Sheb was in
Indiana for the filming
of Hoosiers, he was
the only name that my
Grandpa thought was
a big deal. Sadly, he
passed away in 2003.
Rest in Peace,
Principal Cletus
Summers!

Two cents, which is about
how much Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically in The
Times. Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News Media, the
company that owns The
Noblesville Times. He is
also a proud Noblesville
High School graduate and
can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes
24-7.com.

Lane Restrictions Coming to 126th St.
The good folks at the
highway department
want drivers to know
that starting Monday
there will likely be lane
restrictions and
closures in the area
around 126th Street

between Keystone
Parkway and Gray
Road.

This work will occur
between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. and will be
ongoing through March

24, depending on
weather.

As always, The Times
encourages everyone
to be safe and watch
out for those working
in the cone zones.

Don’t forget to renew your subscription!

thetimes24-7.com/subscribe


