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I’ve been thinking
about writing
about Judge
Edward F. New,
Jr. for a long
time, but I put it
off because I
knew there was
so much material

to work with that it would be
harder to decide what to leave
out of the column than to
figure out what to put in.

If you weren’t around when
Judge New was in charge of
the Hamilton County Circuit
Court, I’d better explain.
 
Judge New was, hands down,
the most controversial public
figure in this county during
the 12 years he was on the
bench. In fact, I can’t think of
any single person who created
more of a stir during my
lifetime.
 
Just a little background . . . 
 
The judge was born in Virginia
and grew up in Indianapolis
where he attended Shortridge
High School. After graduating
from Stetson University and
the Indiana University Law
School, he began practicing
law in Indianapolis in 1947. He
moved to Clay Township in
1961.
 
In 1964, he ran for Hamilton
County Circuit Court Judge on
the Republican ticket,
promising to get tough on
juvenile defendants.
 
Boy, did he keep that promise.
 
Previously, it had been
customary for juvenile cases
to be held in a closed court,
but Judge New considered
that “coddling” the
youngsters. From the get-go
he made it clear he’d be
holding an open court, and he
expected the local press to
print the offenders’ names
and details of their arrests.

One of the first teens to run
afoul of the judge was a 16
year-old high school dropout
hauled in on a drinking charge
and / or curfew violation
(accounts differ) on Christmas
Eve, 1964. (New served as
acting judge for two weeks
before assuming his official
duties on Jan. 1.) 
 
Judge New had the boy
fingerprinted and
photographed, and issued an
order that thereafter ALL
juveniles over 15 would
receive the same treatment.
 
The teen was held in jail over
Christmas and didn’t appear
before the judge until Jan. 2.
At that time he was ordered to
return to school, to report to
the Probation Officer daily for
work at the courthouse, to
give up driving until he was 21
and to stay out of trouble.
 
The boy’s mother
wholeheartedly approved of
Judge New’s strict probation
policy. A couple of months

Auditions for the Belfry’s
performance of the Wizard of Oz
(Youth Edition) are set for May
17-18-19 at Celebration Hall at
Noblesville First United
Methodist, 2051 Monument. The
times for May 17-18 are 3 p.m. to
5 p.m. and May 19 is scheduled
for 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. All children
who have completed
kindergarten through sixth
grade in the 2024-25 school
year are welcome to audition,
no experience necessary. More
information is available at
www.thebelfrytheatre.com.
Click on auditions. Nancy
Lafferty is the director and
Sarah Zieles the producer.

Did you get fooled yesterday. 
I feel like I did every time I look

at my property tax bill.

TODAY’S VERSE

Isaiah 55:12 For ye shall go out
with joy, and be led forth with
peace: the mountains and the

hills shall break forth before you
into singing, and all the trees of
the field shall clap their hands.

“Taxation is the price which
civilized communities pay for
the opportunity of remaining
civilized.”
Albert Bushnell Hart

What do bank tellers hand out
on April 1? 
Prank card numbers.

See PAULA Page A5

Gambling ‘N Go asked 3,115
couples which sports stars
they’d pick if they were
naming a future kid after
one - and the answers are a
wild mix of fandom,
hometown loyalty and
maybe a sprinkle of hope
that a name like Mahomes
comes with a rocket arm
attached. In Indiana, Zach
and Tyrese after Purdue
and Pacer stars topped the
list. In Iowa, not
surprisingly, Caitlin was big.
To see more, go to https://
gamblingngo.com/guides/
sports-stars-inspiring-
baby-name-trends-in-2025/

When it comes to why
people jump ship to a new
job, a fatter paycheck often
steals the spotlight. But our
friends at Careerminds , a
global outplacement and
career development firm,
looked deeper and polled
3,023 workers. They found
that in Indiana, the top
three employers are Eli Lilly
and Company, Salesforce
and Cummins. Across the
country, the top five are
Google, Coke, Ben & Jerry’s,
Hawaiian Airlines and Nike.

Indiana American Water
President Barry Suits, in
response to the grades of
C- for water and D+ for
water and wastewater from
the American Society of
Civil Engineers' issued a
statement: “The ASCE 2025
Report Card reveals no
change or improvement
over the last four years –
America's drinking water
and wastewater
infrastructure is stagnant.”
Suits said that over the next
10 years, American Water
plans to invest $40-$42
billion across the country
to help ensure safe, clean,
reliable and affordable
water and wastewater
service.

Order in Judge
New's Court?
You Bet!

Photos courtesy City of Noblesville

Mayor Jensen said part of the plan is to “create an environment that encourages people to
stay in downtown Noblesville longer and make it a more welcoming and accessible
environment for all.”

The initial design concepts
for the Embrace
Downtown project in
Noblesville were unveiled
during a recent public
open house. Members of
the project team
presented the initial design
concepts and gathered
feedback during the open
house.

The Embrace Downtown
project is a multi-phase
project that will
substantially benefit
downtown businesses,
their customers, and
residents. The project will
include critical
infrastructure, pedestrian
safety, and beautification
upgrades to the downtown
area to help make the area
even more pedestrian
friendly.

“Embrace Downtown is an
important project for
Noblesville’s future,” said
Noblesville Mayor Chris
Jensen. “We want to create
an environment that
encourages people to stay
in downtown Noblesville

longer and make it a more
welcoming and accessible
environment for all.”

"As we approach 35 years
since our last major
infrastructure upgrade,
it's crucial that we
prioritize investment in
downtown Noblesville's
fundamental systems—
sewers, roads, and
sidewalks. I look forward
to continuing these
important conversations
with residents along with
building and business
owners to identify a
solution that not only
enhances our visible
environment with more
bricks, trees, and green
spaces, but also
strengthens the critical
infrastructure below for
generations to come,”
said Noblesville Common
Council Downtown
District Committee
Member, Aaron Smith.

There will be several
phases of the project, and
design of the first phase
is anticipated to be 

complete this year. More
details about each phase
will be forthcoming later
this year. The design team
will consider all feedback
on the initial concepts
and further refine the
project scope and
schedule. An additional
public open house is
anticipated for fall 2025
when more detailed plans
will be prepared.

Initial design concepts
are available online at
www.EmbraceDowntown
Noblesville.com.
Members of the public
can also use the website
to request a meeting with
a member of the project
team, and Noblesville
Community Relations
Manager Aaron Head has
standing office hours
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
every Wednesday at
Noble Coffee & Tea, 933
Logan St.

To learn more about the
project, you can also
follow the project on X
and Facebook.

New Look Embraces Downtown
Mayor Jensen Says Project is Important for Noblesville’s Future

Want to learn more about potential changes
to downtown? Just get online and surf over
to www.EmbraceDowntownNoblesville.com.

Community Relations Manager Aaron Head
is available to talk about the project from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. every Wednesday at Noble
Coffee & Tea.
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many, many, many,
many relatives in
Washington,
Indianapolis and right
here at home have their
hands out. They’ve
ever-so-kindly given us
until April 15 to fork
over our hard-earned
dollars.

For a minute, let’s
forget the family tree in
D.C. Let’s talk about
our government
cousins in Indianapolis,
Noblesville, Westfield,
Carmel, Fishers and all
across Hamilton
County. You want me
to give you my money
with a smile instead of
a snarl on my face? We
can do that. It’s easy.
Want to know how?

Clone DOGE!

I mean it. Let’s take
what’s happening in
Washington, D.C. with
Donald Trump and Elon
Musk and duplicate it in
Indianapolis, at our
four opulent city halls
and at the plush
Judicial Center on 8
Street.

th

Get an outsider – Elon
Musk is already taken –
and give them full
access and let them
find what they find . . .
and make whatever
that is public.

No, don’t give me any
of that crap about
unelected people
running the
government. That’s
been going on since
1789 when George
Washington grabbed
Thomas Jefferson,
Alexander Hamilton,
Henry Knox, Edmond
Randolph and John
Adams and created the
very first cabinet. Let’s
be very clear. Nobody
elected those guys. Ol’
George looked around
and said, “hey bud,
come on over here and
help me run this thing.”

Sound familiar?

And let’s not even dip
our toe into the waters
of whatever idiot said
the government isn’t a
business and shouldn’t
be run like one. Of
course it’s not a private
business but it sure as
hell should run more
like one than the way it
has! Just last week I
read another DOGE
bombshell that
revealed the federal
government OK’d $42.5
billion to get
broadband into rural
areas. They OK’d that in
2021. OK, so how many
homes have been
connected since then.
Zero.

Zip!
Zilch!
Nada!

Yeah, I don’t want to
hear about the
government not
running like a business.

Here’s why state and

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

It’s that time
of year when
we pay more
attention to
our money –
because
Uncle Sam
and all his

Want to Fix Government? Here’s How

local DOGE’s make
sense. Everyone with
a brain – Republicans,
Democrats,
Independents,
Libertarians, Dogs,
Cats and Pet Iguanas
– are frustrated and
fed up. Property
taxes, gas taxes,
cigarette taxes, taxes
on taxes . . . it’s
reached a breaking
point. But no one
knows how to fix it.

Decent folks run for
office with good, no
check that, great
intentions and hit
stonewall roadblocks.
Either they tick off
the wrong leaders and
get relegated to the
committee for run-
away puppies (check
out those initials) or
they find they’ve
reached the land of
milk and honey. Life
gets better. Net worth
goes up. And next
thing you know,
they’re a lifer and
vacationing in St.
Moritz.

It's clear politicians
are not going to fix
this. We need a state
DOGE. A county
DOGE. A city DOGE.
Maybe even a
township DOGE.

Never you mind we
tried something
similar back in 2007
when Indiana Gov.
Mitch Daniels
sweettalked former
Gov. Joe Kernan and
Indiana Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Randall Shepard to
lead the new Indiana
Commission of Local
Government Reform.
What came out of that
was the Kernan-
Shepard Report that
found a couple dozen
things to get fixed.

Didn’t work. Instead
of bombs bursting in
air, it was more like a
firecracker. A few
things were
accomplished, but
most were ignored. As
a friend of mine
observed – do you
really expect
government to cut
itself back?

We need an outsider
heading up DOGE. A
real outsider. The
outsider is the key.

Who? Don’t know –
but they can’t be an
insider. WIBC’s Rob
Kendall comes to
mind for the state
version. Locally?
Dunno. (Heck, they all
have my number.
Wink. Wink.)

C’mon politicians. Can
you imagine the kind
of publicity this would
create? National
Nightly News would
send a crew and the
next day the entire
nation would be all
abuzz about this
state, this city, this
town, this county. You
can hear the baritone
voice crooning now.
“We come to you
tonight from Indiana
where a local
government is taking

See TIM Page A5

Sheriff's Office, Autism Group Kick Off Autism Awareness Month

Photos courtesy Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office

Rachael Eaton of Autism of Indiana talked about
strategies for handling emergency situations
involving autistic children.

Sgt. Dillon McDaniel talked about Project
Lifesaver and the difference between PLS and
using Airtags, Tiles or GPS Trackers.

Earlier this week, the
Hamilton County
Sheriff's Office
collaborated with
Autism of Indiana to
host an Autism
Emergency
Preparedness
presentation to kick off
Autism Awareness
Month for April. The
program, led by
Rachael Eaton of
Autism of Indiana,
focused on strategies
for handling
emergency situations
involving autistic
children.

Eaton emphasized the
importance of having a
plan in place, which
includes preparing
emergency supplies
tailored to a child’s

needs. These supplies
could feature favorite
toys, snacks, or other
familiar and calming
items, along with
charged electronics
to help provide
comfort during
stressful situations.

Another key topic
discussed was the
benefit of introducing
autistic children to
local fire and police
departments. This
initiative helps not
only the children
become familiar with
emergency
responders but also
allows first
responders to
understand more
about the autistic
children in their

community. Learning
about a child’s
preferences, dislikes,
and familiar hangouts
can be crucial in cases
where a child wanders
or goes missing.

Sgt. Dillon McDaniel
also was one of the
presenters, speaking
about Project
Lifesaver and the
difference between
PLS and using Airtags,
Tiles, or GPS Trackers.
He explained that the
program is completely
free for qualified
clients and detailed
what the program
entails, including the
local fire departments
involved with the
HCSO and this
initiative.

The event brought
together several
families with autistic
members, providing
them with an
opportunity to
connect with others
facing similar
challenges. Parents
were able to exchange
valuable information,
share experiences,
and offer support to
one another.

The Hamilton County
Sheriff's Office and
Autism of Indiana
continue to work
towards ensuring the
safety and well-being
of autistic individuals
by fostering
community
awareness and
preparedness.

Photo courtesy Rep. Spartz’ office

Large Crowds turned out to hear and get boisterous with Rep. Victoria Spartz

Congresswoman
Victoria Spartz (IN-05)
held two in-person
town hall meetings in
Hamilton and
Delaware counties last
weekend, engaging
directly with hundreds
of constituents to
discuss the key issues
impacting Hoosiers.
 
Spartz held a town hall
meeting on Friday
night in Westfield. Due
to overwhelming
interest, Spartz moved
the event to a larger

Spartz Town Halls Get Rowdy
venue to
accommodate as
many constituents
as possible. The
event took place at
the IMMI Conference
Center where more
than 500 Hoosiers
were able to engage
with
Congresswoman
Spartz. On Saturday,
Spartz hosted a town
hall meeting at
Muncie City Hall and
welcomed over 150
constituents from
Delaware County. 

“In today’s political
climate, these town halls
are not always easy, but
they are an essential
part of the democratic
process,” Spartz said. 
“I appreciate all the 5th
District constituents
who took the time to
attend, ask questions,
and engage in
meaningful 
discussions.”

Despite organized
attempts by the political
opposition to ambush,
create chaos

and disrupt the events,
Rep. Spartz remained
committed to an open
and respectful
dialogue. “The radical
left still hasn’t learned
that shouting and
screaming won’t work—
no one is going to be
intimidated and
silenced,” she said. “I
hope at least some
attendees were able to
hear the common-
sense policies I am
working to implement
to benefit all
Americans.”

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom. Single Story Brick. Just
south of Tipton on Highway 19. New

Paint & Flooring. W/D connection. New
Cabinets. New Windows. Very Nice. 

Most utilities included. $1,000 month. 
Good Credit Required.

Call 317-696-8389 for more information.

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom. Single Story Brick. Just
south of Tipton on Highway 19. New

Paint and Flooring. New Windows. Nice.
Most utilities included. $975 month.

Good credit required. 
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a closer look at
government efficiency
– and waste – on a very
local level . . . ”

So here’s the call to
Indiana Gov. Mike
Braun and our mayors
Chris Jensen, Scott
Fadness, Scott Willis
and Sue Finkam. Oops!
Can’t forget the
county commissioners
and county councils.
Find your Elon Musks
and get started. You
want to make a
difference? You want
to really begin fixing
the system Heck, you
want to be wildly

popular? Find your
Elon Musk.

Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically
in The Times.
Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News
Media, the company
that owns The
Noblesville Times. He
is also a proud
Noblesville High
School graduate and
can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes
24-7.com.

TIM From Page A2

The ACLU of Indiana
filed a class action
lawsuit challenging
Governor Mike Braun’s
efforts to deny
transgender Hoosiers
the ability to update
the gender markers on
their birth certificates.

On March 4, 2025,
Govenor Braun signed
Executive Order 25-36,
which is modeled after
a similar order signed
by President Trump.
The Executive Order
unscientifically
purports to define
“sex” and “gender” as
immutable
characteristics
determined on the
basis of individuals’
biology at the time of
conception. The
lawsuit, filed on behalf
of a putative class of
persons affected by
the Executive Order,
challenges the
Executive Order to the
extent that it is being
relied on by the Vital
Records Division of the
Indiana State
Department of Health
as justification for its
failure to process
gender-marker
changes approved by
Indiana courts. The
named plaintiff is a
transgender girl born
in Indiana and
currently residing in
Ohio.

Birth certificates are a
fundamentally
important form of
identification that may
be relied on for a wide
variety of purposes,
including obtaining a
driver’s license,

opening a bank
account, enrolling in
school, and applying
for public benefits. 

People born in Indiana
can receive new birth
certificates after a
name change or with
the name of their new
parents after an
adoption and have, in
the past, been able to
receive gender marker
changes after a court
order.

The lawsuit, filed in the
United States District
Court for the Southern
District of Indiana,
asserts that the
Executive Order
violates the privacy
rights of Hoosiers in the
class by forcing them
to disclose their
transgender status to
persons who might not
otherwise be aware of
that status, and
represents
discrimination on the
grounds of both sex
and transgender status,
in violation of the Equal
Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth
Amendment.  

“Transgender Hoosiers
have a right to accurate
birth certificates to live
safely and
authentically,” ACLU of
Indiana legal director
Ken Falk said. “Court-
ordered changes to
birth certificates are
common for a number
of reasons, and to deny
trans people the right
to change these
important documents
is discrimination.” 

ACLU Sues to Allow Transgenders
to Change Sex on Birth Certificate

later she wrote a letter
to the Noblesville
Daily Ledger praising
New for forcing her
son to return to school
and proudly noting
that the boy had just
made the honor roll.
 
Well, that was one
opinion of Judge
New’s harsh new
approach to juvenile
justice.

What I remember
about Judge New
(apart from his
trademark bowtie) is
that he was — and this
is putting it mildly —
not very popular with
people around my age.

I can’t say how
effective his policies
were overall in curbing
juvenile delinquency in
this county, but even
he admitted in a later
interview in the
Hamiltontonian
magazine that the
open court idea didn’t
work. He abandoned it
after a while because,
according to him, “the
local press turned it
into a circus.” 

In addition to his
treatment of juvenile

offenders, Judge New
also became known
for some rather
creative sentencing.
 
Just one example — in
1965, he sentenced a
man to 364 days at
the Indiana State
Farm at Putnamville.
On the 365th day, the
defendant was to
appear back in court.
At that time, the
man’s wife was
supposed to decide if
she wanted her
husband back. If she
didn’t, the man would
be shipped back to
the State Farm for
another 364 days.
This was to go on
indefinitely, until — I
assume — she either
took him back or
dumped him
completely. (I found
no followup story.)
 
Oh, but there’s SO
much more. I’ll get
into THAT next week.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme
column appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend
@gmail.com
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Direct Gift from God in
Noblesville, Indiana!

Indiana, today (July 31,
2019) in anticipation of
closing on a home to
complete the move
north from Florida.

I had already
purchased a large
backlit cross to hang
on the wall, but I also
wanted to get a new
Bible for this new (old)
home. So, I visited a
Christian bookstore
with my
granddaughter,
Bridget.

When we arrived, I
asked for a large print
NLT (New Living
Translation) Bible. The
sales lady told us she
thought she had one
more copy left! As we
walked toward the
back of the store, it
felt like we were in a
Harry Potter movie,
going through a
mysterious library with
all the different books
and cobwebs hanging
from the dusty
shelves. (In reality, the
store was very clean
and modern! It just felt
"mysterious.")

She handed me the
copy of the Bible and I
removed it from the
box. The Bible opened
immediately to the
Gospel of John,
Chapter 17. This is my
most favorite chapter
in the whole Bible! I
explained it as an
unbelievable, divine
sign. As tears streamed
down my face, I told
the lady, of course, I
would buy it. That
Bible was meant for
me! And it was a direct
gift from God!

For those who may not
be familiar with it,
John 17 is a direct
prayer from Jesus for
you and for me. This
whole chapter is
denoted in red letters
as spoken by the Lord
himself, but it is only
26 verses long. We’ll
focus on only one
today.

In verse 20, Jesus
prays, “I am praying
not only for these
disciples (the Lord’s
original disciples) but
also for all who will

ever believe in me
through their
message.”

How does this not
melt your heart? God
prayed for YOU
thousands of years
ago long before you
were born! I believe
Jesus still prays to
Father in Heaven for
His disciples to this
day. Think of that!
AND it gets better!

While at the store, I
also purchased a
teenage version of
“Jesus Calling” by
Sarah Young for my
granddaughter. As
we went to check
out, I asked the sales
lady what her name
was, to which she
replied, “Brenda.” 

I took a step back.
"Brenda" was my
departed twin
sister’s name! She
passed away at
sunrise on Easter
morning in 1996.
Now THAT took my
breath away, and I
dropped my jaw for a
few more seconds!
This was truth and
reality, not fiction,
right here in
Noblesville, Indiana!

Later, I paused,
reflecting on God’s
awesomeness, and I
wrote this prayer.

(You can pray it, too)

Lord, you are so very
good, so very kind.
You continue to
communicate with
me every day. I’m so
blessed that you’re
beside me every
step. Please know,
Lord, that I am here
for You; to be Your
vessel, to let Your
light shine through
me so others may
come to see and
know of Your love.
Your miraculous,
unbelievably true,
and pure, unfailing
love. Amen.

(Keep praying for us,
too, Lord. You know
how badly we all
need prayer!)
 
Bonnie Zickgraf is a
retired pastor,
author, and
columnist for The
Times, and an RN.
Send comments and
prayer requests to
bonniezickgraf@
gmail.com. 

BONNIE
ZICKGRAF
Learning the
Journey

(revised
Feb. 24,
2025; from
July 31,
2019)

I visited
Noblesville,
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Reach Out & Touch Someone? It’s Good Advice

than the ones we
love?

I’m a big believer in
the “abundance
mentality,” but I also
believe that too
much of a good thing
is not a good thing.
How many times
have you randomly
thought about
someone in your
lifetime who really
had an impact in
your life? I don’t
know about you, but
it happens to me all
the time. I’m also a
big believer in the
theory of “ don’t just
say it, do it!” You
know, when you tell
someone “let’s do
lunch sometime!” -
and it rarely ever
happens.

Several years ago
and out of the blue, I
thought about a
sorority sister of
mine, who also
happened to be my
roommate for a
semester. Valerie
Newman – one of the
funniest, quirkiest,
sweetest and
sincerest people I’ve
ever met. I found
myself wondering,
whatever happened
to her? I had so many
wonderful memories
with her and
remembered how
much joy I felt in her
company. I think I’m
going to call her!
Luckily, I had her
contact information
still. So after some
nervous anticipation,
I picked up my flip
phone and gave her
a call. After she got
over the surprise of
hearing from a ghost
of the past, the years
melted away, and we
found ourselves
laughing hysterically
at some of the fun
antics we enjoyed in
our college days. An
hour passed, and we
didn’t even realize it.

But what we did
realize, was how
powerful our
connection had
been, and still was.
Love doesn’t have an
expiration date. And
neither did our
friendship. Now, I’m
not gonna tell you
that we became BFFs
again, nor do we talk
on a daily basis. But I
see her on Facebook
and I love to see her
achievements as a
national pickleball
contender. I did get a
chance to see her at
a sorority reunion a
few years back, and
my joy was on
overload, seeing her
and so many well-
loved sisters from
my college days. 

There are so many
people I think about
these days
throughout my 66
years. People who
have really impacted
my life in one way or
another that I will
never, ever forget. I
want them to know
how much joy and
meaning they have
brought to my life
and that they’re
more than a
memory. So now,
when I reflect back
and remember
someone that I once
held dear, I find
myself doing as AT&T
instructed. It fills my
cup and leaves me

audience really wants,
needs or just can’t live
without. What do they
desire or possibly long
for that their product
can cure, relieve or
accomplish?

Having worked in radio
advertising on and off
throughout my career,
I get that. But to get
the most bang for your
buck, how do you leave
your audience with
that lasting impression
that they just can’t live
without your product?
In 1979, AT&T hit the
motherlode when they
rolled out the jingle
that did just that.
Composer David Lucas
penned a slogan that
became so well-known
that AT&T Wireless
revived it in 2003. And
to this day, some
would say it's one of
advertising's greatest
slogans. How old were
you when you first
heard the TV ad
imploring you to
“Reach Out and Touch
Someone?” And back
then, what was the
holy grail to achieve
that? Why, grab that
mustard gold
telephone, attached to
the six foot coiling
cord, and dive into the
next room or closet
and call your favorite
person!

There were a lot of
warm fuzzies and bear
hugs in AT&T’s
accolade that
reminded us how
much we crave
connection with other
others. And back in
1979 parents
acknowledged that if
they ever wanted an
opportunity to make a
call themselves, they
likely needed to add
phone lines in other
rooms to just “reach
out.” This, in turn, led
people to believe that
their household
needed additional
phones, which, you
guessed it, sold more
of their product.
Maybe that’s why so
many psychology
majors end up in the
business world!

Fast forward to 2025.
Have our needs, wants
and desires changed?
Is there anyone out
there who doesn’t
crave personal
connection? And
doesn’t every living
being beyond the age
of 10 typically have
their own cell phone
these days? How much
more connected could
we be?

I don’t know about
you, but I think we may
have gone backward. I
think maybe AT&T
should revive their
slogan once again. Yes,
we do have the means
to reach out and touch
someone at any given
moment. But do we?
Or are we too busy,
editing our calendars,
playing Candy Crush or
scrolling through
Facebook Marketplace
for the next great
bargain? Guilty as
charged. 
When did these things
get more important

wanting more. I’ve
got a lot of wonderful
people in my past as
a native of
Noblesville so watch
out! You just may be
next on my list!
 
Branna (McCarty)
Shores believes that
“HOME is where your
story begins.” A
Noblesville native
and proud graduate
of NHS and Purdue
University, she is a
professional speaker,
advocate for mental
health and work /
family balance and
retired social worker.
Branna is the mother
of two grown
daughters, six
precious
grandchildren and
wife of one brave
husband! Her
passions include
singing, writing and
sharing the lighter
side of life through
lessons learned, both
personally and
professionally. She
can be contacted at
branna18@gmail.
com

Jared Keever Speaks to Sheridan Rotary
Sheridan Rotary
recently welcomed
Jared Keever as a
guest speaker. Keever
talked about the
recent opening of the
Monon Trail in
Sheridan and shared
his adventures as an
avid bicyclist, both
on the Monon as well
as bike trails across
America.

Keever and other
Sheridan biking
enthusiasts are
working to develop
the newest portion of
the Monon Trail into
a tourist attraction as
it transits the town.
The trail meanders
across about five
miles of Sheridan,
coming north from
the Grand Park area,
passing through
Sheridan and
eventually exiting
Hamilton County at
the Boone County
line.

Sheridan Rotary
meets the first and
third Tuesday
evenings of each

month at the Sheridan
Public Library for a
meal and program at 6
p.m. If you would like  to
attend a meeting,

please email the Club
(sheridanrotaryclub@
gmail.com) for further
information.

Photo courtesy Sheridan Rotary

From left, Rotary Vice President VJ Stover,
President Jon Raines, Jared Keever and Rotary
Secretary Missy Fisher.
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