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By Brian Wuerch

Summer is here, ushering in
car shows, community
festivals, outdoor
recreation and … band
concerts in the park! On
Sunday, June 8, the
Hamilton County
Community Band will be
hosted by Cicero Friends of
the Park for an evening
concert in Red Bridge Park
at 6:30 p.m. This concert is
always a favorite among
Hamilton County residents
which combines the
beautiful views of Morse
Lake and the familiar
sounds of pop and patriotic
concert band music.

This year, the band will be
performing at Beulah Park
in Alexandria as a part of
the Alexandria Band
Festival on Saturday, June
14. The day-long festival,
hosted by the Alexandria
Community Band, will
showcase multiple
volunteer community
bands from surrounding
areas. Bring the whole
family and enjoy a picnic in
the park along with
tremendous musical
performances.

The Hamilton County
Community Band, with 80-
plus volunteer members,
was formed on Feb. 25,
2018, with a meeting
between current director,
Brian Swart, Noblesville
Schools Band Director Eric
Thornbury and director of
the Fishers Community
Chorus, Marc Feeney. These
three men envisioned a
need for a true community
concert band in Hamilton
County.

“Our mission is to have a
“FUN” atmosphere that is
inviting to all musicians,”
Swart said.

HCCB performs multiple
concerts in and around the
Hamilton County area.
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Get an eye exam regularly – some eye
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Three Things
You Should Know
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When I was
trying to come
up with an
appropriate
topic for a
Memorial Day
column, for
some reason I
found my

Looking for a job? The U.S.
Postal Service wants to talk to
you! There are plenty of
opportunities for job seekers to
ask questions and receive
assistance during Postal Service
Job Fairs across the state in
May. The Job Fairs will be held
on Thursday, May 22, to fill
immediate openings. The
positions pay up to $20.38 per
hour, plus benefits. In Hamilton
County, go to the Sheridan Post
Office, 107 W 4th St. Thursday
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

What a great time of year to be a
Hoosier! Let’s go racing! Only thing

we’re missing is Jim Nabors!

TODAY’S VERSE

thoughts continually
straying to the Vietnam
War.

Apparently, my
subconscious mind was
more on the ball than my
conscious mind. It didn’t hit
me that April 30 was the
50th anniversary of the fall
of Saigon until I caught a
reference to that event on
television.
 
I don’t have a direct
connection to anyone who
served in Vietnam —
thankfully, my classmates
just missed being old
enough for the draft — but
the war was, nevertheless,
a constant shadow
hovering over most of my
school years.

I remember too well how
badly the conflict divided
this country and the poor
treatment Vietnam vets
often received upon
returning home because of
those divisions.
 
On one of my recent trips

to Crownland Cemetery, I
stopped to read the names
of the young men killed in
Vietnam on the monument
dedicated to Hamilton
County’s Gold Star soldiers.
 
I’ve listed the 19 names
below (and added their
rank at the time of death,
their Hamilton County
connection and the year
they were killed.)
 
Lt. Alan Jensen Bardach,
Noblesville (1968)

Pfc. Thomas L. Bell, Carmel
(1967)

Pfc. Daniel Ellis Biddle,
Arcadia (1967)

Pfc. Steven Eugene Clark,
Noblesville  (1968)

Sp/4 David Coy, Noblesville
(1967)

Cpl. Michael Farley,
Noblesville (1970)

Pfc. Roy Eldon Freeman,
Jr., Sheridan (1966)

Pvt. Lawrence Lee Gordon,
Riverwood ((1970)

S/Sgt. James Michael
Grant, Noblesville (1969)

Pfc. Gerald Lee Johnson,
Sheridan (1968)

Sp/4 Guy Thomas Jones,
Jolietville (1968)

Pfc. Michael Howard
Lawhon, Noblesville (1969)

Pfc. Kenneth Lindle
Oldham, Carmel (1968)

Pvt. Michael Eugene
Randall, Noblesville (1968)

Sp/4 Benjamin E. Scolley,
Sheridan (1966)

Pvt. Robert Wayne Shelton,
Cicero (1970)

S/Sgt. Daniel Lee Terry,
Sheridan (1969)

1st Lt. Nelson T. Hicks,
Carmel (1974)

Cpl. Charles John Cupp,
Noblesville (1968)
 
It just seemed right to get
to know them as more than
names etched in stone, so I
also looked up their death
notices and obituaries.
 
These are only a few of the
interesting details I 
found  . . .

The oldest soldier, Cpl.
Cupp, was  26. The
youngest, Gordon and
Scolley, were only 18.

CenterPoint Energy is currently
accepting applications for this
year’s Community Safety Grant
Program through May 31, 2025.
The company will award grants of
up to $2,500 for local
governmental agencies to fund
community safety equipment
and safety-related projects
within CenterPoint's electric and
natural gas service areas in
Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio and
Texas. Since launching the
program in 2003, CenterPoint
has awarded more than $3.25
million in grants for over 1,600
safety-related projects in
communities throughout the
company’s footprint. To learn
more about CenterPoint’s
commitment to the communities
it serves and to apply for a
Community Safety Grant, visit
CenterPointEnergy.com/Commu
nity. 

Solving a Rubik’s Cube is a
challenge for most people. For a
team of students from Purdue
University’s Elmore Family
School of Electrical and
Computer Engineering, it became
an opportunity to redefine the
limits of speed, precision and
automation—and officially make
history. Meet Purdubik’s Cube —
a high-speed robotic system that
now holds the Guinness World
Record for “Fastest robot to
solve a puzzle cube," clocking in
at a jaw-dropping 0.103 seconds.
That’s faster than the blink of an
eye — and nearly three times
faster than the previous official
record of 0.305 seconds, set by
Mitsubishi Electric engineers in
Japan in May 2024. The Purdue
team, Junpei Ota, Aden Hurd,
Matthew Patrohay, and Alex
Berta, has not only shattered
that record, but now has the
official Guinness certification to
prove it.
 
A 29-year-old Evansville woman
with a drug-abuse history who
rolled over in bed atop her infant
son, asphyxiating him to death,
will remain behind bars following
successful arguments by
Attorney General Todd Rokita’s
appeals team to uphold her
conviction on neglect charges. At
the time of the tragic incident on
June 8, 2022, Taylor Smith was in
violation of a court order
forbidding her to be alone with
the 12-day-old child. She also
rejected the advice of child
welfare officials that she refrain
from co-sleeping with the child,
especially when under the
influence of drugs or alcohol.
Smith is serving a 30-year prison
sentence on the neglect and
drugs charges. The child’s father
also pleaded guilty to neglect
charges. 

See TOP Page A3

See PAULA Page A3

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the
thoughts that I think toward

you, saith the LORD, thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to

give you an expected end.

"The truth will set you free,
but first it will make you
miserable."
James A. Garfield

Years ago the boss was asked
why he was considering
enlisting in the Navy. He said
that his father said it’d be a
good idea. Someone asked him
what his father did and the
boss quickly said, “He’s in the
Army.”

Noblesville Schools Earn National Recognition
Noblesville Schools
announced that they have
been recognized nationally
with honors in both STEM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) and
music education.
 
The district was named a
2025 Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) Distinguished
District for providing broad
access to transformative
STEM learning
opportunities, and a
national Best Community
for Music Education by the
National Association of

education as a part of the
core school curriculum.

Districts were selected
based on music funding,
staffing of highly qualified
music teachers,
commitment to standards,
and access to music
instruction.
 
Noblesville Schools offers
more than 30 music classes
and 17 hands-on STEM
courses (in addition to
traditional math and
science classes) across all
grade levels.

Music Merchants (NAMM)
Foundation.

Noblesville Schools has
received the music
education honor for 11
consecutive years and the
STEM honor for eight
consecutive years.
 
The STEM recognition
honors schools committed
to increasing student
access, engagement, and
achievement in their PLTW
STEM programs. To be
eligible for the designation,
schools had to offer a

variety of PLTW STEM
courses and have a
significant portion of
students participating in
them, while students had
to demonstrate mastery in
the content and
continuation in the
programming.
 
The national music
education recognition
highlights school districts
for their outstanding
efforts by teachers,
administrators, parents,
students, and community
leaders in embracing music

Nineteen Names On A Monument Community
Band Set
For Summer 
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grueling and anxious
knots.

Last night during a
small group meeting, I
listened for several
hours as we talked
about racial tensions
in this country. I also
listened for hours
about how guilty we
should feel and how
wrong we have been
and how terrible and
bad this whole world is
— from "woe-is-me" to
"doomsday."

I finally spoke up and
said that my biggest
concern is that
through all of the
sociology books and
professors in academia
and people with stone
hearts and evil minds
producing ill-action,
that I am concerned
because God is rarely
talked about in
conversation circles
that spin round and
round and round
talking about worldly
problems with minimal
resolution that should
be relegated only to a
specific race- again.
And no mention of
God.

Someone apologized
to me about not
talking more about
God even though this
was a church group. I
explained no apology
was necessary to me,
but I did find myself
slightly personally
offended by one of the
remarks about, “… the
sprinkling of God in my
life , but ...,” followed
by lots of reasons why
God wasn’t needed in
the conversation.

As I went to sleep that
night, I found myself
waking up every
couple of hours feeling
guilty that I raised this
point in a discussion
aimed about racial
inequality. But I am
convinced and in fact,
the Bible says God
needs to be center in
everything that we do.
We need to pray about
everything that we do.

I simply shared that I
had a difficult time
hearing where God fits
in any of this from
either side. And that
upset the applecart.
Perhaps I was feeling
guilty because I wished
I would have had
better words to share
or more wisdom during
those specific
moments. Sometimes
it’s hard to be silent.

Nonetheless besides a
terrible night’s sleep, I
found that the meeting
outcome permeating
my mind often
throughout today. So, I
prayed with great
focus and finally gave
my daily burdens over
to Jesus.

And then I received a
Facebook post from
Scott M. Sullivan
stating:

“I can’t get past how
churches are
dropping the baton
and passing on the
faith to the next
generation. The real
problem goes to the
top! I don’t
necessarily mean
pastors ... but the
problem is about
what we place on top
of our priorities.

Intellectual
hypocrisy … they
don’t seem to believe
what they say that
they believe … if
Christianity is true
then the stakes are
higher than what we
seem to think they
are.

It’s a battlefield and
souls are being lost
on a daily basis and
these are spiritual
lives that are being
lost.

What is the army of
God doing about
this? Well, outside
the typical Sunday
meeting, most
churches do little
more than get
together and have a
coffee and donuts.

Donuts are great but
how are we
equipping the faithful
to fight this battle?
Most churches don’t
offer any training or
education to be
effective evangelists.

The reality of this
battle is a call for
action and
engagement.

Even atheists notice
this lack of concern
for souls and they do
not respect
Christians who do
not evangelize.

A challenge: Next
time you go to a
church service or a
talk, ask yourself how
well is your church
preparing you to save
a sick and dying
world?

I’m ready for action.
Are you?”

This was the very
reassurance that I
prayed to receive
today. I even stated
during the meeting
that I could not
apologize for wanting
to bring God into the
conversation as part
of the resolution to
all our problems,
regardless of what
they are.

I received this
message after quiet
and focused prayer,
taking this burden to
the foot of the cross
and talking to Jesus
about it. He listened
and He answered.
Why do we not solicit
His help more often?

God has been ready
for action for quite
some time. So now
my prayer continues
for guidance and the
wisdom to bring what
we experience today
into the context of

BONNIE
ZICKGRAF
Learning the
Journey

(original
July 10,
2020)

Sometimes
my brain
and my
heart live inCounty OKs $3.5 Million

for Urgent Care Center
observation. Aspire
Indiana Health will
renovate a portion of
its facility on
Cumberland Road to
accommodate the new
center. 

“We’re proud to be at
the heart of this
transformative
initiative,” said Antony
Sheehan, President &
CEO of Aspire Indiana
Health. “This is about
meeting people where
they are — in crisis —
and giving them the
compassionate care
and connections they
need to recover. We
believe this center will
have a profound and
lasting impact on the
wellbeing of our
community.”

The Rely Center will be
open to everyone in
need — no
appointment or
referral required.
Individuals are
encouraged to seek
help before reaching a
breaking point, much
like they would visit an
emergency room for a
physical health crisis.

“This facility will make
a major difference for
our local hospitals and
emergency
departments,” added
David Hyatt, President
& CEO of Riverview
Health. “Right now,
ERs are often the
default destination for
people in crisis, which
is not always the best
setting for their needs.
The Rely Center will
provide targeted,
expert care and
alleviate pressure on
emergency services.”

In addition to reducing
hospital and jail
admissions, the Rely
Center is expected to
reduce overall
response times for law
enforcement and
emergency personnel,
shortening the time it
takes them to
transport individuals
out of county for care.
The center will also
connect individuals
with housing,
employment, and
other essential
supports.

Construction and
renovation are under
way, with the goal of
opening the center in
fall 2025.

The County Council
and County
Commissioners have
approved $3.5 million
for the creation of an
urgent care center in
Noblesville. The state-
of-the-art facility, to
be called the Rely
Center, will be located
on Aspire Indiana
Health’s campus and
will address urgent
mental health,
substance use, and
psychiatric crises.

The 23-hour crisis
center is the result of a
strategic partnership
between Riverview
Health, the Hamilton
County Health
Department, the
Hamilton County
Council on Alcohol &
Other Drugs, MindWell
Solutions, and Aspire
Indiana Health. It was
spearheaded by
Hamilton County
Commissioner Mark
Heirbrandt and County
Councilor Steve
Nation, a retired judge
committed to
addressing the
intersection of mental
health and the criminal
justice system.

“This center has been
a long time coming,”
Nation said. “Too many
individuals cycling
through our courts and
jails are there not
because they are
criminals, but because
they are in crisis. The
Rely Center offers a
new path — one
focused on treatment
rather than
incarceration. I firmly
believe this will reduce
recidivism, ease the
burden on our criminal
justice system, and
help build a safer and
healthier community.”

Currently, Hamilton
County residents in
mental health crisis
are transported to
facilities like
Community North in
Marion County. The
Rely Center will allow
individuals – both
youth and adults - to
receive care closer to
home. The center will
be staffed by a
multidisciplinary team
of behavioral health
and medical
professionals who can
provide triage,
assessment, rapid
stabilization, symptom
reduction, and

Steve Nation Antony Sheehan David Hyatt

Put God in Everything
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With the
holiday
weekend
drawing near,
our minds
meander
toward food,
fun, family
and friends.

BRANNA
(MCCARTY)
SHORES
Guest
Columnist

when you’re gone?
What is the gravity of
your gifts? I have this
hope that my family
and friends alike will
relish the
remembrances of
endless adventures
to picturesque parks,
my Santa obsession
and diligent delight
in decorating for the
holidays. They’ll roll
their eyes but muster
a smile recalling my
sappy nature,
hapless humor, and
incessant singing.
But most of all, may
they never forget the
everlasting,
unconditional love I
held for each and
every one of them.

I pray my final act
features a footprint
of faith, family and
fun. But in the
meantime, I want to
dig in and figure out
the footprint of my
final act - with less
focus on the least of
importance, and
more on those I love
the most. So what,
say you, is YOUR
swan song? It’s said
that “Life is short. It’s
up to you to make it
sweet.” Happy
Memorial Day to all!
 
Branna (McCarty)
Shores believes that
“HOME is where your
story begins.” A
Noblesville native
and proud graduate
of NHS and Purdue
University, she is a
professional
speaker, advocate
for mental health
and work / family
balance and retired
social worker.
Branna is the mother
of two grown
daughters, six
precious
grandchildren and
wife of one brave
husband! Her
passions include
singing, writing and
sharing the lighter
side of life through
lessons learned,
both personally and
professionally. She
can be contacted at
branna18@gmail.
com

Barbeques abound and
pool parties are
planned. With the
sentiments of summer
unveiling, it’s often
easy to lose sight of the
true meaning of this
most heralded holiday.
While we honor those
who fought and died for
our freedom, it’s also a
day of remembrance
for those nearest and
dearest that we have
loved and lost. Which
brings me to the final
“finish line,” the epic
epilogue, the not-so-
fun-damentals of … a
funeral.

I must admit, I don’t
fare well with farewells.
I am notorious for my
adamant adoration for
my family and friends.
I’m a lover, not a fighter
for sure, but ask those
close to me how fast I’ll
fly into “mama bear
mode” when my posse
is imperiled. So you can
imagine my struggle in
grasping grief and loss.

It used to be that
funerals were that
ominous occurrence we
all would dread. Yes,
losing a loved one still
is one of life’s hardest
heartbreaks. But what
was once a dark and
dreary proceeding is
now a liturgy of
laughter, looking over a
lifetime legacy of
magical moments and
memories. Silly stories
supersede the
solemnness. Poignant
pictures are posted
throughout and revelry
replaces the
consummate sadness,
generating genuine
hope and healing.
Maybe that is why they
call it a “wake.” We are
no longer putting
someone to rest, rather,
bringing to light the
legacy they left behind.

Have you ever
wondered how YOU will
be remembered

The Legacy We Leave
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For The Record is a public service and regular
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed to
tell you what is scheduled to happen and what
actually does happen in meetings paid for with
your tax dollars. The Times encourages all citizens
to take an active role in being involved in local
government.
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING NOTICE
CARMEL POLICE PENSION
Thursday, May 22nd, 2025
AT 2:00 P.M.
IN THE
Support Conference Room
Carmel Police Department
1000 S. Rangeline Rd Carmel, IN 46032
FOR THE DISCUSSION OF RECORDS CLASSIFIED AS
CONFIDENTIAL BY STATE OR FEDERAL STATUTE
IND. CODE § 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(7)
 
MEETING NOTICE
CARMEL POLICE PENSION BOARD MEETING
Thursday, May 22nd, 2025,
AT 2:05 P.M.
Or immediately following the Executive Session
(whichever is later)
IN THE
Support Conference Room
Carmel Police Department
1000 S. Rangeline Rd Carmel, IN 46032
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Alan Bardach was
missing for nearly six
months before being
officially reported dead.
 
Michael Randall’s wife
gave birth to their
second child the day
before her husband was
killed. Randall was
posthumously awarded
the Distinguished
Service Cross for the
“extraordinary heroism”
he exhibited in helping
evacuate wounded
members of his platoon.
 
James Grant was killed
while helping to rescue
supplies and ammo from
a vehicle damaged by a
landmine.
 
Several of the soldiers
on the list were awarded
posthumous medals for
heroism.
 
The last two names on
the monument were
obviously added to the
list later since they’re
not in alphabetical
order. They puzzle me a
bit. I hope someone can
provide some clarity
about them.

According to his
obituary, Nelson T. (Ted)
Hicks died in a plane
crash near Guam. Since
this took place after U. S.
troops left Vietnam in
1973 and the crash
wasn’t in Vietnam, I’m 

not sure why he’s
listed among the
Vietnam War dead.
 
Cpl. Cupp appears on
the Crownland
monument as “Charles
John Cupp.” I found
nothing under that
name, but  Ancestry’s
military records
database, Fold3, shows
a “Cpl. John Charles
Cupp”
 
I think this must be the
same man because
John Charles Cupp
died in Vietnam and
Noblesville is given as
his hometown. Oddly, I
was unable to find an
obituary for him in the
Ledger under either
name.
 
Enjoy your holiday, but
you might take a
moment to reflect on
the young men on this
list, as well as the other
members of our
military who have lost
their lives serving this
country.
 
That IS the reason for
Memorial Day, after all.
 
Paula Dunn’s From
Time to Thyme column
appears on
Wednesdays in The
Times. Contact her at
younggardenerfriend@
gmail.com
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Rehearsals are held
weekly on Sunday
evenings at Hamilton
Heights Schools. 

Please consider
supporting your
Hamilton County
Community Band this
summer. Bring the whole
family, and picnic lunch
or dinner, and soak up
the summer sun at our
community parks.
Concerts are always

free. A free-will
donation will be
collected to help with
the purchase of new
music and equipment.
HCCB also welcomes
corporate sponsors.
Information can be
found at
www.hamiltoncounty
communityband.com
or reach out to Brian
Wuerch at outreach@
hamiltoncounty
communityband.com

Photo courtesy Brian Wuerch

Brian Swart, Eric Thornbury and Marc Feeney
formed the Hamilton County Community Band on
Feb. 25, 2018

Mark your calendars for summer concerts:

June 8        Red Bridge Park                 6:30 p.m.
June 14      Alexandria                           All day
June 29      Federal Hill                          6:30 p.m.
July 27        Federal Hill                          6:30 p.m. 
Aug. 23       Greenwood Festival          All Day
Aug. 24       Federal Hill                          6:30 p.m.

FOR THE RECORD
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the Bible or vice versa.

Our societal problems
are human problems
and because of their
very nature, the
resolution far
outweighs the
capability of man alone.

Healing is the
providence of Jesus. He
died on the cross after
healing so many people
here on earth, but even
as He died, he heals us
with Holy Spirit, the one
we should never
forsake.

God, make me Your
soldier. Let Your heart
be my heart and Your
eyes be my eyes and
Your lips be my lips so I
can help do Your work

in this earthly Kingdom
as You see fit.

Much of my life was
spent with “the God of
my own convenience”
until He changed my
heart. My heart now
belongs to God and for
that, I owe no apology.
But as a Christian, it is
my responsibility to
share, even with other
Christians, who fail to
see our need for God in
everything.

Bonnie Zickgraf is a
retired pastor, author,
columnist for The
Times, and an RN in
mental health nursing.
Send comments and
prayer requests to
bonniezickgraf@gmail.
com . 
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Kendra Key Joins CCHA Law Team

Church Church Hittle +
Antrim (CCHA Law) is
excited to welcome
Kendra Key to its School
Law Practice Section. 
 
Kendra brings a wealth
of knowledge and
leadership experience
to the firm, having most
recently served as
General Counsel and
Chief Compliance
Officer for the South
Bend Community
School Corporation,
where she oversaw
federal and state
compliance, advised on
employment and real
estate matters, and
managed litigation
strategies.
 
“We are thrilled to
welcome Kendra to the
CCHA Law team,” said
Alex Pinegar, Managing
Partner at CCHA Law.
“Her strong background
in education law,
compliance, and civil
rights will be a
tremendous asset to
our clients and our
firm.”

Kendra’s addition
further deepens CCHA
Law’s commitment to
supporting Indiana
schools. The firm
currently represents
more than 150
educational institutions
across the state.
Beyond her work in K-12

education, Kendra also
served as a Staff
Attorney for the
Indiana Supreme
Court’s Office of Court
Services, where she
led the Indiana
Conference for Legal
Education
Opportunity (ICLEO)
Program and
supported civil legal
aid initiatives through
the Coalition for Court
Access (CCA).

Kendra is an active
member of the Indiana
State Bar Association,
the Robert A. Grant
Inn of Court, and the
CCA Pro Bono
Committee. She also
brings valuable
language skills with
intermediate
proficiency in Spanish
and beginner
proficiency in Arabic. 
 
To read more about
Kendra and her work,
visit cchalaw.com. 

Kendra Key
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Colonels scorecard . . 

* * *
FOR THE 21 or 22 of
you (statistics show
more of you have
started following me!)
who read my
scribbles, you know
from time to time I
dabble in sports. For
the non-sports fans, I
apologize. But then
again, this gives you a
few extra minutes to
do something with
your day.

* * *
FORGIVE me, but the
national media – and
even some of our
state folks – drive me
batty. Have you been
listening to the
“experts” on TV and
radio talk about the
Pacers? If not, the
takeaways are:

The Pacers are a
“surprise” team
They are playing
well above their
paygrade
The playoff run is
about to end in the
conference finals
And should the
unlikely occur and
the Pacers make
the NBA finals,
they are destined
to lose

Bullpuckey,
bullpuckey and
bullpuckey!

First, what “surprise?”
The Pacers were in the
Eastern Conference
finals last year. Can
you think of some
other time in sports
where a team repeats
and is called a
surprise?

Above their paygrade?
Please! Cleveland
Coach Kenny Atkinson
talked about how fast
the Pacers played,
how good they were
and how they
deserved to win. Let’s
not forget that
Cleveland was the No.
1 seed and Indiana
won four out of five
games off them. I
might be wrong, but I
suspect Atkinson
knows a thing or two
more about basketball
than the media
“experts.”

As for losing in the
conference finals –
maybe, maybe not.
We’ll see.

And if they don’t lose
there, anyone think
either Western
Conference foe is
unbeatable? I mean
these aren’t the 1999-
2000 L.A. Lakers,
right?

* * *
A FEW blocks over
from where the Pacers
play is the house that
Peyton built – and the
home to the
Indianapolis Colts. It’s
astounding to me how
mediocre the team
has become AND how
much the Indianapolis
media continues to
talk about them.

Forget the
conversation about
the quarterback,

Notes
found
scribbled
on the
back of a
1973
Indiana
Pacers-
Kentucky

TIM
TIMMONS
Two Cents

general manager and
coach. The truth is
that Indy hasn’t had
anything close to a
good season since
2020 (11-5 and
wildcard loser to
Buffalo). Truth to tell,
it’s been more than a
decade since any
sort of sustainable
success – and it’s
been more than 15
years since the last
Super Bowl
appearance.

Now that next year’s
schedule is out, all
we’re hearing is one
rosy prediction after
another. What has
me chuckling is that
so many folks are
predicting a 2-0 start
for Indy. The reality
is that the Colts have
not won a season
opener since 2013.
Barack Obama was
president for crying
out loud. If I was a
betting man, I
wouldn’t wager the
house on that streak
ending this year with
Miami up first.

This is a franchise
that is bordering on
the worst fate in all
of sports,
irrelevancy.

* * *
BUT YOU know what?
The weather finally
seems to have kicked
the cold (I mean
really cold) to the
curb for another
year. The sun is
shining and little kids
are taking to the
fields. That means
Saturdays watching
grandpups in T-ball,
Little League,
softball, soccer,
swimming and
whatever else they
happen to be doing.
Life is good, my
friends!

* * *
REMEMBER the 1973
ABA finals? Our
beloved Indiana
Pacers – with Mel
Daniels, George
McGinnis, Bob
Netolicky, Roger
Brown, Darnell
Hillman, Donnie
Freeman, Freddie
Lewis, Billy Keller and
Don Buse – took on
those evil Kentucky
Colonels. The bad
guys had Dan Issel,
Artis Gilmore, Louis
Dampier, Rick Mount
(that felt so wrong)
and Walt Simon.
Kentucky won two of
the first three games.
The series went to
seven games and the
Pacers – led by
Coach Bobby
Leonard – won IN
Kentucky 88-81 to
secure the last
championship in
Pacer history.
Wouldn’t it be great
if that half-century-
plus streak ended
this year?
 
Two cents, which is
about how much
Timmons said his
columns are worth,
appears periodically
in The Times.
Timmons is the chief
executive officer of
Sagamore News
Media, the company
that owns The
Noblesville Times. He
is also a proud
Noblesville High
School graduate and
can be contacted at
ttimmons@thetimes
24-7.com.

Wandering Off Beaten
Path Into Sports Sheridan Historical Society

Awards Scholarships

Photo courtesy Sheridan Historical Society

The Sheridan Historical Society is pleased to award two $1,000 scholarships for 2025 to Sheridan
seniors Clover Dorsey (left) and Brexton Sedwick (right). scholarship winners. They are pictured with
former Boxley resident Jean Hadley whose donations enable the Society’s Foundation to award annual
scholarships to students planning to make careers in the skilled trades. The Historical Society wishes
to congratulate and offer best wishes to Clover and Brexton as they pursue their dreams, and also
extend thanks to Jean Hadley for his continued support.

Guest
Columnist

KYLE
WALKER 

Fund spending on the
program has increased
by $5 billion.

These cost increases
have impacted the
state's ability to fund
other important budget
needs like K-12
education. That's why
Senate Republicans
prioritized Senate
Enrolled Act 2 this year,
which aims to get
Medicaid spending under
control by creating a
more fiscally responsible
program and ensuring
only those who qualify
for the program benefit
from it.

Ensuring Indiana runs the
Medicaid program with
fiscal integrity is critical
in order to protect the
program for those who
truly need it.

***
STAY SAFE from
Scammers

As technology continues
to change, it is important
for Hoosiers to remain
vigilant of those who
wish to do them harm.

 Earlier this week,
fraudulent messages
were purportedly sent by
state agencies about
collecting tolls. These
messages are scams, as
the state does not send
unpaid toll notifications
through texts or emails.
Anyone who received
these messages should
not click on any links and
should delete the
messages.

In addition, in less than
two weeks, Indiana will
host the largest single-
day sporting event in the
world. While the
Indianapolis 500 will be a
fun-filled day for most
attendees, there will also
likely be scammers trying
to ruin someone's day. If
you plan to attend the
race this year, be on the
lookout for scammers,
and remember if
something seems too
good to be true, it
probably is.

Indiana's
Medicaid
program is
intended to
help our most
vulnerable
Hoosiers.
However,
over the last
four years,
state General

***
HEALTHY LIVING for
the Brain and Body

On May 19, from 6 –
7 p.m., the
Alzheimer’s
Association is
holding a free
educational session
to learn about
research in the
areas of diet and
nutrition, exercise,
cognitive activity
and social
engagement.

There will also be
hands-on tools to
help incorporate
these
recommendations
into a plan for
healthy aging. 

***
SIGN UP for
Naloxone Training

There are two
training courses in
May for those who
want to learn to
distribute naloxone,
which is a medicine
that safely and
rapidly reverses an
opioid overdose.

In this training,
participants will
receive an
education on
opioids, learn to
recognize the signs
of an overdose and
practice using life-
saving naloxone.
This hands-on
session is designed
to equip
participants with the
skills needed to act
quickly in critical
situations on order
to save a life.

***
SUBMIT ROAD
Issues to the City of
Lawrence

Residents of the
City of Lawrence
can report street
and pothole
concerns to the
city’s street
department directly
or complete an
online form. The
street department
can be reached at
(317) 545-8787.
 
State Sen. Kyle
Walker represents
District 31 which
includes portions of
Hamilton and
Marion counties.

Sen. Walker Shares Update Carmel Announces Street Pavings
The City of Carmel
Street Department has
released its list of 2025
street paving projects.
More than 50 lane miles
of roadway are
scheduled for an
upgrade this spring and
summer as the Street
Department kicks off its
annual effort.

Each paving project
begins with concrete
and curb repairs, a
phase that typically
takes a couple of weeks
to complete. This is
followed by milling the
top surface of the
blacktop and repaving it
with a new, two-inch
thick layer. Milling and
paving projects require
three to five days to
complete and will
necessitate lane
restrictions.

The Street Department
uses the Pavement
Condition Index (PCI)
rating system to
determine the priority

of repair for our
roadways. StreetScan
(pictured) is employed
to survey all 1,400 lane
miles of Carmel roads
bi-annually. Laser-
measuring technology
assigns PCI scores to
each road segment.
This laser device is
mounted at the rear of
a vehicle with a roof-
mounted camera for
360-degree imagery.

“By continuing to
utilize data-driven
asset management, we
are able to objectively
prioritize roads for
resurfacing. This
treatment method
allows us to extend our
road networks life,
while ensuring high
standards are
maintained,” said Matt
Higginbotham, Carmel
Street Commissioner.

The image below
reflects only a portion
of the list.
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Migratory Bird Hunting Seasons Announced
Indiana’s migratory bird hunting seasons for 2025-26 have been submitted to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The hunting seasons include those for
mourning dove, waterfowl (i.e., ducks, coots, mergansers, and geese),
woodcock, snipe, and sora rails. 

The white-fronted
goose season and bag
limit are separate from
those for other geese.
The white-fronted
goose season is closed
during the first and
second Canada goose
segments but opens at
the same time as the
other geese seasons
during the third
segment. The daily bag
limit is two white-
fronted geese.

The Canada goose
daily bag limit is five,
which may include

brant geese in
aggregate, in any
combination. The daily
bag limit for light geese
(snow and Ross’s
geese) remains 20. 

There is one change in
duck bag limits from
2024-25. The daily bag
limit for pintails is
three. The scaup daily
bag limit remains one
during the first 15 days
of the duck season,
and two for the rest of
the season.

The possession limit

for all migratory birds
is three times the daily
bag limit, except for
light geese, for which
there is no possession
limit. 

Find more information
about the migratory
gamebird hunting
seasons and
regulations at
on.IN.gov/gamebird-
seasons.

To view more DNR
news releases, please
see dnr.IN.gov.
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