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HAMILTON         
HAPPENINGS

Tomorrow, from noon 
to 5 p.m., the Humane 
Society for Hamilton 
County takes part in 
the 11th annual Clear 
the Shelters adoption 
event. With nearly 
600 animals in need of 
adoption, HSHC will 
do whatever it takes 
to make sure these 
animals can live, love, 
and be loved. For one 
day only, adoption 
fees will be reduced to 
just $10, giving fami-
lies the perfect chance 
to welcome a new 
pet into their homes 
(some exclusions 
apply). All adoptions 
include a free spay/
neuter, microchip, one 
round of age-appro-
priate vaccinations/
deworming, a wellness 
exam at a participat-
ing veterinarian, and a 
starter bag of food.

Want to know more at no risk? 
Join Dick and the Collette folks on a Zoom call. 

It’s scheduled for Aug. 13 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Meeting URL: https://collette.zoom.us/j/89717890584

	▪TODAY’S VERSE
John 16:33 I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world. (NIV)

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY

“You don’t drown by falling in 
water; you drown by staying 
there.”

 - Robert Collier

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY

Why do you never see a mummy 
on summer vacation?

They don’t want to unwind.

It’s time for Friday night lights 
again. So happy to see football 
back and better than ever!

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1.Calling future nurses: Marian University and Ascension St. Vincent are looking for you. 
The university’s Leighton School of Nursing and Ascension St. Vincent will showcase 

the many pathways in a burgeoning field and the opportunities to give back to the greater good 
at a free event on Aug. 27 from 4-7 p.m. in the main lobby of Ascension St. Vincent’s Women 
and Infants Hospital, 2001 W. 86th St., Door 4A, in Indianapolis. This event is for anyone 
interested in nursing at any level — from high schoolers to career changers— to help current 
and future nurses find their calling while filling the ongoing need for healthcare professionals 
in Indiana.

2. Indianapolis resident Tyler Baumann caught a 9-ounce mooneye on the East Fork 
of the Whitewater River on June 5 in Dearborn County, beating the previous record 
of 5.8 ounces set in 2019 on the Ohio River in Clark County. Baumann caught the 

12-inch-long state record fish from a kayak using a night crawler under a bobber. State record 
fish are determined by weight rather than length.  Mooneye are found in large rivers through-
out Indiana. Mooneye and goldeye look similar and are often mistaken for one or the other. To 
differentiate between the two, look at where the dorsal fin starts in comparison to the anal fin. 
For mooneye, the start of the dorsal fin is either before or in line with the start of the anal fin. 
For goldeye, the start of the dorsal fin is behind the start of the anal fin.

3. Indiana Landmarks recently announced the 10 Most Endangered, an annual list of 
Hoosier landmarks in jeopardy: College Hall, Merom Camp & Retreat Center, Merom; 
Emily Kimbrough Historic District, Muncie; Kiwanis Field, La Porte; Mineral Springs 

Hotel, Paoli; Rudicel-Montgomery Polygonal Barn, Waldron; Shields Memorial Gymnasium, 
Seymour; Sollman School, Snake Run (near Fort Branch); Sposeep & Sons Building, Wabash; 
Traders Point Covered Bridge, Indianapolis; and West Side Recreation Club, South Bend. 
Places that land on the 10 Most Endangered list often face a combination of problems rather 
than a single threat—abandonment, neglect, dilapidation, obsolete use, development pressure, 
or owners who simply lack money for repairs. Since the list was introduced in 1991, demolition 
has claimed only 21 of the 172 Most Endangered sites, while 105 places are completely restored 
or no longer endangered. To find out more about each of the 10 Most Endangered, visit www.
indianalandmarks.org. 

Dear Rusty:  I 
am current-
ly receiving 
Social Security 
benefits while 
continuing to 
work full time. 
There are no 
restrictions 

on my wage earnings because 
I waited until full retirement 
age before beginning benefits. 
However, I was also told that 
my benefit amount would 
be reviewed each year if my 
current earnings were higher 
than past earnings. That held 
true for the first two years 
but has yet to be adjusted for 
2025. I thought it might be 
because of HR 82, which does 
not impact me directly, but 
I think it may be the reason 
my payment has not yet been 
changed. Has enough time 
passed so I should contact 
SSA now to see if this is the 

case? Signed: Waiting Anx-
iously 
 
Dear Waiting: If you are 
already collecting benefits, 
Social Security reviews your 
earnings each year to see if 
your more recent earnings 
are high enough to warrant 
an increase in your monthly 
benefit. They do this automat-
ically, after they get your most 
recent earnings data from the 
IRS, and they typically do that 
review by the end of the 3rd 
quarter of each year. If a high-
er benefit is indicated, they 
will increase your monthly 
amount and pay you retroac-
tively to the beginning of the 
year for any difference in your 
benefit. 

SSA has, indeed, been vig-
orously working on changes 

	▪BOOMER BITS RETIREMENT

ASK RUSTY
Social Security 

Advisor

See RUSTY Page 2

	▪BOOMER BITS TECHNOLOGY

If you’re on the hunt 
for the latest hot toy, 
watch for fake websites 
and counterfeit prod-
ucts when shopping 
online.

Scammers often take 
note of current trends 
and pop up with web-
sites and offers that 
seem too good to be 

true. Unfortunately, 
consumers are falling 
for their tricks.

It seems like every-
one is trying to get 
their hands on the 
latest trending toy, the 
Labubu. Scammers are 
taking notice and selling 
counterfeit merchandise 
or creating fake websites 
with no real products to 

sell.

BBB Scam Tracker has 
71 reports and count-
ing from people who 
thought they were pur-
chasing authentic La-
bubus, but they turned 
out to be counterfeit, 
or they didn’t receive 
anything at all.

Several consumers 
have shared their expe-
riences on BBB Scam 
Tracker:

“This company mar-
keted on sites like 
TikTok stating that they 
are a confirmed site 
and seller for Labubus. 
I placed an order for 
my daughter’s birth-

day thinking I found a 
legitimate seller. To my 
surprise the site no lon-
ger exists; I only found 
this out after a month 
had passed without me 
receiving my purchased 
items…”

“I purchased 6 items 

	▪BOOMER BITS BUSINESS

See LABUBU Page 3

It’s an unfortunate truth 
that the travel industry has 
always been a prime target 
for scammers. And with the 
rapid advancement of AI 
technology, con artists have 
found new, more sophisticat-
ed ways to deceive unsuspect-
ing travelers. Through the use 
of AI, scammers are now able 
to create highly convincing 
fake travel booking websites, 
phishing emails, and even 
voice impersonations, all 
designed to steal travelers’ 
personal and financial infor-
mation.

If you are planning an 
upcoming trip, it’s crucial 
to understand the latest 
AI-powered travel scams and 
how to protect yourself. As 
the Chief Information Officer 
at SlickTrip (a popular flight 

price drop website), I have 
seen firsthand how rapidly 
these scams are evolving and 
how much they can wreak 
havoc on travelers’ lives. 
Below are 4 of the most 
common AI-driven threats 
targeting travelers today, the 
red flags to watch for, and 
what to do if you find yourself 
caught in one.

AI-Generated Deepfake 
Customer Service Agents
One of the most alarming 
scams is the use of AI-gen-
erated voices to create 
deepfake customer service 
representatives. Scammers 
use advanced voice synthesis 
to mimic the voices of real 
airline or hotel employees. 
They call unsuspecting trav-

4 Common AI Travel Scams 
and How to Avoid Them 

BBB Scam Alert: Shopping for Latest Hot Toy?

See SCAM Page 3

Why Hasn’t My SS Benefit Changed 
Because I am Still Working?
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	▪ADOPT A PET FANTASIA

Fantasia is a good girl who deserves a lov-
ing home. This 11-year-old female Domestic 
Shorthair has been available for adoption at the 
Humane Society for Hamilton County (HSHC) 
since 1/21/25. Friendly, affectionate, and a 
great conversational partner, she would make 
the purrfect companion for anyone looking to 
adopt. As part of the HSHC Frosted Faces 
Program, Fantasia’s adoption fee will be waived 
during the month of July. To meet Fantasia and 
learn more about the Frosted Faces Program, 
please fill out an adoption application at hamil-
tonhumane.com/adopt.

RUSTY
Continued from Page 1

resulting from HR82 (the 
Social Security Fairness 
Act), which may have 
affected the timeliness of 
their review of your re-
cent earnings. However, 
I suspect that is not why 
your SS benefit has not yet 
changed. More likely, it 
has to do with the fact that 
your past earnings have 
been adjusted for inflation 
(which is a normal part of 
Social Security’s process 
when calculating your bene-
fit amount). Your earnings 
for each year in your 
lifetime (up to age 60) were 
adjusted for inflation when 
you originally claimed SS, 
and your recent earnings 
would need to be higher 
than the inflation-adjusted 
amounts used by SS when 
you claimed. They use the 
35 highest earnings years 
(adjusted for inflation) over 
your lifetime to calculate 
your benefit, and inflation 
has a substantial effect. For 
example, $50,000 earned 
in 1990 would require over 
$100,000 in earnings today 
to cause an increase in your 
benefit. Thus, you cannot 
go by the actual dollars 
you earned in earlier years, 

because SS uses inflated 
amounts to calculate your 
benefit. 

In any case, if you believe 
that the Social Security 
Administration neglected 
reviewing your earnings 
from last year, or in any 
year since you claimed, you 
can make an appointment 
to review that with them 
by calling 1.800.772.1213. 
SSA typically does such 
appointments over the 
phone, so you likely won’t 
need to make a personal 
visit to your local SSA office 
to investigate this. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only 
and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. Russell Gloor is the, 
National Social Security 
Advisor at the AMAC 
Foundation, the non-profit 
arm of the Association of 
Mature American Citizens. 
To submit a question, visit 
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Church Church Hittle 
and Antrim is excited 
to announce that Lisa 
Claghorn has joined 
the firm as a partner, 
supporting the firm’s 
growing Business Ser-
vices Practice Section. 
Lisa brings over 13 
years of extensive expe-
rience in real estate law, 
land use, regulatory 
compliance, utility ne-
gotiation, and complex 
transactions, adding 
strength to CCHA Law’s 
full range of business 
services. She will be 
serving clients across 
Hamilton County, 
Boone County, Zions-
ville and surrounding 
markets.
 
Prior to joining CCHA 
Law, Claghorn held 
a variety of legal and 
leadership roles with 
national homebuilders 
and real estate develop-
ers, where she served as 
an entitlement man-
ager and due diligence 
manager. She also 
gained valuable expe-
rience in land analysis 
and title underwriting, 
with a focus on contract 
negotiation, title insur-
ance, due diligence, and 
development projects. 
Earlier in her career, 
Claghorn practiced 
as a closing attorney, 
litigator, and legal 
researcher, handling 
matters across real 
estate, family law, and 
workers’ compensation.

Claghorn earned her 
Juris Doctor and Cer-

tificate of Comparative 
Law from the Paul M. 
Hebert Law Center at 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity. She holds a Bach-
elor of Arts in English 
and Psychology from 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University.

Active in the legal and 
business community, 
Claghorn is a member 
of the Indiana and Lou-
isiana State Bar Asso-
ciations, the Louisiana 
Land Title Association 
Legislative Committee, 
and volunteers with 
organizations such as 
the Indiana Bar Foun-
dation’s We the People 
Project and the Alzhei-
mer’s Walk to Remem-
ber.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Lisa to CCHA 
Law,” said Matt Skel-
ton, a partner in the 
firm’s Business Services 
Practice Section. “Her 
extensive experience in 
real estate transactions, 
land development, and 
business law will be a 
tremendous asset to the 
clients and communi-
ties we serve.”

Attorney Lisa Claghorn Joins CCHA

Lisa Claghorn

Hamilton, Tipton counties to 
Host Farmer Field Day Sept. 10
The Hamilton County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District and Tipton County 
SWCD will host a Farmer 
Field Day on Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Johnson Grain 
Farms, 15415 E 281st St. 
in Atlanta. This event will 
provide area farmers, 
landowners, and ag profes-
sionals with timely updates 
on nutrient management, 
herbicide regulations, and 
conservation practices, 
along with opportunities 
for continuing education 
credits.

Registration opens at 8 a.m. 
and the program kicks off at 
9 a.m. Sessions will include:

•	 Nutrient Management 
Planning for No-Till 
& Cover Crop Systems 
– Betsy Bower, Senior 
Research Associate, De-
partment of Agronomy, 
Purdue University

•	 Understanding Herbi-
cide Label Changes – 
Reuben Baris, Regu-
latory Policy Leader, 
Corteva Agriscience 
and Haley M. Fulk, Ter-

ritory Manager, Corteva 
Agriscience

•	 Farmer Panel Discus-
sion – Local producers 
share experiences with 
nutrient management, 
soil testing, and tillage 
systems

•	 PARP Presentation – 
Diana Davis, Tipton 
County Purdue Exten-
sion

 
A catered lunch from Big 
Dog’s BBQ in Cicero will 
be provided at no cost to 
attendees.

Continuing education op-
portunities include: PARP, 
CCH, and CCA credits.

Registration is required 
by Sept. 3 at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
ZFZF729 or by contacting 
Courtney Lockwood at 
tate9@purdue.edu or (317) 
776-0854.

Farmer Field Day is made 
possible through the 
collaboration of Hamilton 
and Tipton County SWCDs, 
Purdue Extension, and 
local agricultural partners.

Huston Likes State Reading Gains

After news came out 
about an increase in 
Indiana’s third grade 
literacy rates on the 
2024-2025 IREAD 
assessment, which 
showed an 87.3% 
reading proficiency 
rate – a nearly 5% jump 
and the largest sin-
gle-year increase since 
the assessment began 
in 2013, Indiana House 
Speaker Todd Huston 
(R-Fishers) issued the 
following statement.

“I’m thrilled to see our 
students making strong, 
consistent progress in 
reading. This significant 
increase helps ensure 
Indiana’s kids are on 
track for success and is 
exactly what we hoped 
to see following target-
ed policies and support 
to prioritize literacy in 
the classroom. Secre-
tary Jenner and her 
team are providing 
tremendous leadership 
and guidance to our 

schools and educa-
tors, and I’m grateful 
for the hard work and 
dedication of Indiana’s 
teachers, families and 
students.”

In 2023, the General 
Assembly passed legis-
lation that established 
science of reading 
standards and delivered 
focused support to Indi-
ana students facing the 
most significant reading 
difficulties. In the most 
recent National Assess-
ment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) rank-
ings, Indiana jumped to 
sixth in the nation for 
both fourth and eighth 
grade reading. Wal-
letHub recently ranked 
Indiana eighth in the 
country for best educa-
tion environment. 

Huston represents 
House District 37, 
which includes a 
portion of Hamilton 
County.
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SCAM
Continued from Page 1

elers posing as legitimate 
customer support agents, 
often using publicly 
available information or 
previous data breaches 
to make their calls seem 
authentic. The goal? 
To trick travelers into 
divulging sensitive infor-
mation such as booking 
references, credit card 
numbers, or even login 
credentials to loyalty 
programs.

Because these AI voices 
sound incredibly real-
istic, many victims do 
not suspect a thing until 
it’s too late. To protect 
yourself, first always 
verify the caller’s identity 
by asking for their official 
employee ID or calling 
back through official 
contact numbers found 
on verified websites. Also, 
never share payment 
information or passwords 
over the phone unless 
you initiated the call and 
are certain of the recipi-
ent’s identity. Finally, use 
two-factor authentication 
(2FA) on your travel and 
payment accounts to add 
an extra layer of security.

AI-Generated Phishing 
Emails Mimicking Book-
ing Confirmations

Email phishing attacks 
have become much more 
sophisticated with the 
help of AI. For example, 
scammers now use AI to 
generate emails that are 
almost indistinguishable 
from legitimate booking 
confirmations or noti-
fications from airlines, 
hotels, or travel agencies. 
These emails can include 
the company’s actual 
logos, brand colors, and 
writing styles, making 
them seem incredibly 
trustworthy at a glance. 
However, they contain 
malicious links or attach-
ments designed to steal 
your credit card details, 
install malware on your 
device, and more.

To prevent an AI-gener-
ated phishing email scam, 
there are several main 
warning signs to keep in 
mind. First, look out for 
any slight grammatical 
errors or sentences that 
are phrased awkwardly in 
an email or SMS message, 
even if the rest of the 
message looks polished. 
Legitimate emails and 
messages from real travel 
booking companies will 
be free of these kinds of 
errors. Another red flag is 
a request to click on links 
or download attachments 
unexpectedly. On top of 
this, another red flag is 
the email urging immedi-
ate action or threatening 
consequences to provoke 
a quick, unthinking 
response.

To stay safe from these 
kinds of scams, make sure 
to cross-check booking 
details by logging into the 
airline or hotel’s official 
website directly, rather 
than clicking links in an 
email. Also, hover over 
links to verify the URL 
before clicking. Does it 

lead to the company’s real 
domain? If not, it can be 
a scam. Finally, use email 
spam filters and security 
software to detect phish-
ing attempts.

Fake Booking Websites 
Created by AI

One widespread AI-en-
abled scam in the travel 
industry is the creation of 
fake booking websites for 
hotels, car rentals, flights, 
and travel packages. By 
leveraging AI, con artists 
can quickly build and 
launch these sites with 
realistic images, reviews, 
and pricing designed to 
lure travelers into making 
bookings. These websites 
look so professional and 
convincing that many 
travelers believe they’re 
legitimate. And once 
payment is made, the 
scammer disappears 
with the money, leaving 
the traveler without a 
reservation or any way to 
contact customer service.

To avoid falling victim 
to a fake booking web-
site, first ensure that 
you always book directly 
through well-known 
official websites or trusted 
travel platforms. Also, 
double-check the website 
URL for minor misspell-
ings or unusual domain 
names. For example, a 
fake website might end in 
.net instead of .com. Also, 
look for secure connec-
tions ([https://]https://) 
and trust seals, but be 
aware these can some-
times be faked. As an 
added precaution, search 
for reviews or complaints 
about the website on 
independent forums or 
consumer review sites.

AI-Generated WhatsApp 
or SMS “Urgent Alerts”

Travelers are also being 
targeted via AI-gener-
ated text messages sent 
through WhatsApp, 
SMS, or other messaging 
platforms. These mes-
sages appear to be urgent 
airline or travel updates, 
such as flight delays, 
cancellations, or gate 
changes. Scammers use 
these fake alerts to trick 
travelers into clicking 
on malicious links that 
can lead to phishing sites 
or malware downloads. 
And because these alerts 
create a sense of urgency, 
travelers may act without 
thinking, which puts their 
sensitive information or 
devices at risk.

To prevent this scam, first 
look out for unexpected 
messages from unknown 
numbers or contacts. 
Also, check to see if the 
messages contain spell-
ing mistakes or awkward 
phrasing. It is also a scam 
if a link in the message 
does not lead to the offi-
cial airline or travel com-
pany’s site. Avoid clicking 
on any links in messages 
unless you are certain of 
the sender’s authenticity. 
Make sure to also verify 
any urgent travel infor-
mation directly on the 

airline’s official app or 
website. Finally, enable 
message filtering on your 
phone to block spam or 
suspicious messages.

What Red Flags Should 
Consumers Watch For? 
Spotting scams early can 
save you a lot of trouble. 
As stated above, one key 
warning sign to be alert 
for is grammatical errors 
or awkward phrasing in 
a message. Even if the 
email or message looks 
polished, small mistakes 
can indicate a scam. 
It is also a scam if you 
are faced with unusual 
payment requests. For 
example, are you asked to 
pay via gift cards, direct 
bank transfers, or cryp-
tocurrency? Legitimate 
companies won’t ask for 
payment via these meth-
ods. Another big red flag 
is an inability to verify 
a booking on the official 
airline or hotel website 
after providing confirma-
tion details.

Other red flags are 
chatbots asking for 
private info too soon. 
Real companies typically 
avoid requesting sensi-
tive information through 
automated chat systems 
and will connect you to a 
human agent if needed. 
Finally, assess whether 
an email or message is 
using pressure tactics and 
urgent language, because 
Scammers often create a 
false sense of urgency to 
rush victims into making 
mistakes.

What Should You Do If 
You’re Fooled by an AI 
Travel Scam?

The first thing to do is 
immediately contact your 
bank to freeze and/or 
dispute the transactions. 
It is also important to re-
port the scam to your lo-
cal consumer protection 
agency and the FTC (in 
the U.S.). Filing a report 
will help protect other 
travelers, support inves-
tigations, and prevent 
con artists from targeting 
more victims. Also, make 
sure to change your pass-
words if you were tricked 
into sharing your login 
credentials for your bank 
account, email account, 
etc. I also recommend 
contacting the real air-
line/hotel you wanted to 
book with to alert them 
of the scam that is taking 
place and to confirm your 
actual booking status

After taking these steps, 
continue to monitor 
your financial and travel 
accounts for any unusual 
activity.

Jeremy Greenburg is the 
Chief Information Officer 
at SlickTrip, an online 
platform that instantly 
compares top travel 
sites and alerts you the 
moment flight prices 
drop. In his role, Green-
burg educates others on 
travel trends, travel tech 
innovation, and real-time 
data systems.

LABUBU
Continued from Page 1

that were advertised as 
100% authentic PopMart 
Labubus. Shipping said it 
would take 7-14 business 
days; it took well over a 
month. In this time, I was 
in constant communica-
tion with [name redacted] 
asking for the status of my 
shipment and asking if this 
was a scam - they said it 
was in transit and it was 
not a scam…items received 
are knockoff counterfeit 
Labubu dolls, made in very 
poor quality...”

•	 BBB has tips for 
spotting and avoiding 
counterfeit prod-
ucts when shopping 
online:

•	 Shop from reputable 
retailers. If you’re 
shopping for toys, you 
want to ensure you’re 
getting the right 
products. Counterfeit 
products can lead 
to health and safety 
risks. Shop for toys 
at reputable retailers 
that you know and are 
familiar with. Check 
with BBB.org to read 
customer reviews and 
check BBB ratings. 
BBB Accredited Busi-
nesses follow BBB’s 

Standards for Trust. 
You can find trusted 
online businesses by 
looking for the BBB 
Seal.

•	 Use caution when 
clicking on sponsored 
ads. You may come 
across an ad on social 
media promoting a 
sale on this season’s 
hot toy. Or, when do-
ing an online search, 
you may see that the 
top search result is 
promoting a big sale. 
Scammers are taking 
advantage of spon-
sored or promoted 
ad spots on search 
engines and social 
media to trick online 
shoppers. Before you 
purchase anything 
online, always check 
that you are on a real 
and secure website.

•	 Be wary of too-good-
to-be-true deals. If the 
product you want is 
extremely discounted, 
think twice before 
purchasing. Highly 
discounted merchan-
dise is a red flag for a 
fake website or coun-
terfeit products.

•	 Read customer 
reviews. It’s always 

a good idea to read 
customer reviews 
before making a pur-
chase. If the website 
doesn’t show any, do 
an online search for 
reviews on other sites 
like BBB.org.

•	 Do your research. If 
you’re on an unfamil-
iar website, before 
you click purchase, 
do your research on 
the website. Do an 
online search with 
the website name and 
“scam,” or check to 
see if there are any 
reports on BBB Scam 
Tracker.

•	 Use secure and trace-
able payment meth-
ods. Credit cards typ-
ically offer additional 
protection if you are 
scammed. Be wary if 
the website you’re on 
asks you to pay with a 
peer-to-peer payment 
app. 

If you’ve experienced a 
scam when purchasing La-
bubus or another toy, you 
can report it to BBB Scam 
Tracker to warn others.

“India-
napolis 
doesn’t 
have 
a bad 
reputa-

tion; it has no repu-
tation,” says retired 
award-winning Indi-
anapolis Star writer 
Will Higgins. He’s 
only half kidding, 
which means he is 
half right. According 
to Will, the quirky, 
eccentric stories 
about his home city 
have never been really 
celebrated. Higgins 
learned of some of 
these untold tales by 
listening to old-time 
reporters back in the 
90s as they recount-
ed their experiences 
tracking down stories. 
“We’ve got a freaky 
cultural history and I 
want to tell it,” Hig-
gins proclaims.

The result is the Mu-
seum of Fabulosity 
on the southeast side 
of Indy in the Gar-
field Park area.  The 
exhibit is part of a 
contemporary art mu-
seum called the Tube 
Factory, 1125 Cruft 
Street. The neighbor-
hood is dotted with 
charming businesses 
like a tattoo parlor, a 
vintage clothing store, 
a retro kind of hard-
ware store and coffee 
shops. 

Inside Will’s space 
are some 16 displays 
that reflect the cheeky 
history of the Circle 
City. As you enter the 
museum, a myriad of 
“props” draws your 
attention to stories 
that Will has written 
in his inimitable style. 
For example, the pole 
in the corner of the 
room is not the actual 
pole that Mauri Rose 
Kirby sat atop of back 
in 1958.for almost 

a year as part of a 
restaurant promotion, 
but the story is true, 
all 71 feet of it. While 
the artifacts are not 
authentic, they direct 
you to the stories that 
chronicle a rich histo-
ry of unconventional 
and unusual Hoosiers. 

No, it’s not the real 
pack of Pall Malls that 
Kurt Vonnegut once 
smoked, but it gives 
Will an opportunity to 
reflect on this un-
healthy aspect of the 
celebrated author’s 
life. In Will’s words:
“Kurt Vonnegut 
smoked Pall Malls 
nearly his whole life… 
Vonnegut’s 84-year 
lifespan would have 
given him time to 
smoke one million 
Pall Mall cigarettes. 
Do the math: 70 years 
of smoking, two packs 
a day, 50,000 packs, 
20 cigarettes per 
pack. At five minutes 
per cigarette, smoking 
would have eaten up 
nine-and-a-half years, 
or 8.8 percent of Kurt 
Vonnegut’s time on 
earth.”  By the way, 
Vonnegut threatened 
to sue Brown &Wil-
liamson because he 
didn’t die from smok-
ing despite the pack-
age warning.

It’s also not the actual 
purple velour shirt 
worn by the flamboy-
ant and convicted 
pimp, the late Jerry 
Hostetler, whose 
equally ostentatious 
house on East Kessler 
Blvd. was not a sight 
for sore eyes, but an 
eyesore for many 
years. And still is.

Then there was the 
so-called hanging 
farmer from Illinois 
who came to Indy to 
assist in the execution 
of George Barrett, 

convicted of killing an 
FBI agent.  The Illi-
nois man was sum-
moned because he, 
well let’s say, knew 
the ropes.

Then there’s the fasci-
nating story of Elf-
rieda Mais, a racecar 
driver wannabee who 
often ran a few laps 
prior to regional races 
around the country 
to demonstrate her 
prowess. Maybe she 
was the country’s first 
female racecar driver.  
She also walked on 
the wings of planes, 
possibly the air-ap-
parent of future stunt 
women.

And then there’s John 
Dillinger whose profi-
ciency at baseball led 
to his learning how to 
rob a bank. Yes, it’s 
quite a story.  

The exhibit is only 
open till September 
20th. Enter Museum 
of Fabulosity in your 
search engine for 
details.  
     
 Will Higgins is 
pleased with the suc-
cess of his exhibit and 
is thinking of doing a 
future display of Indy 
500 offbeat memo-
rabilia. How will he 
pull that off? Where 
there’s Will, there’s a 
way.

Dick Wolfsie is a 
retired TV personal-
ity, author, speaker, 
teacher and all-
around good guy. 
His award-winning 
column appears here 
weekly. If you’d like 
to learn more about 
joining Dick on an 
upcoming trip to 
Costa Rica, go to this 
paper’s website and 
click on the Collette 
Travel ads.

Indy Has New Fabufantastic Museum

Dick Wolfsie 
Columnist
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Barry Odom Brings Reasons for Optimism to Purdue Football
With 
a few 
excep-
tions, 
expec-
tations 
have 
never 
been 

high for Purdue foot-
ball in my lifetime.

Last season’s 1-11 
record dropped the 
program’s winning per-
centage to .513. That’s 
still better than Big Ten 
peers Indiana (.422), 
Northwestern (.447), 
Rutgers (.492) and Illi-
nois (.505) but nothing 
to brag about.

Purdue’s eight Big Ten 
championships match 
Northwestern for 
eighth place in league 
history. To put things 
in perspective, Woody 
Hayes of Ohio State 
and Bo Schembechler 
of Michigan won 13 
league titles apiece.

Now add the percep-
tion - make that re-
ality - that Purdue’s 
administrations past 
and present have been 
thrifty with the dollar 
when it comes to in-
vesting in football and 
other athletic ventures. 
That’s not a sustainable 
philosophy with today’s 
billion-dollar TV con-
tracts, revenue shar-
ing and legal/illegal 
Name-Image-Likeness 
deals.

In today’s greedy at-
mosphere, a few more 
national TV duds like 
Notre Dame (66-7 on 
CBS), Oregon (35-0, 
Fox), Ohio State (45-0, 
Fox), Penn State (49-
10, CBS) and Indiana 
(66-0, Fox Sports 1) 
and the Big Ten’s TV 
partners might sug-
gest severing Purdue’s 
membership.

That’s why it was sur-
prising to hear from 
new coach Barry Odom 
about financial and 
resource promises he 
received before agree-
ing to take the Purdue 
job.

“Ecstatic would be a 
descriptive word on 
how I felt about what 
(athletic director) Mike 
Bobinski talked to me 
about in the interview 
process,” Odom said 
this past June. “It was 
very aggressive. Purdue 
is not going to take a 
backseat to anyone … 
in the revenue share. 
The Big Ten is setting 
the standard in college 
football on what that 
looks like. We will be as 

competitive as anyone.

“I know this. It’s year 
26 for me in coaching 
and I couldn’t ask for 
a better leader in six 
months than what Mike 
Bobinski has done. 
We’ve locked arms 
every step of the way. 
What do we need to do 
to get Purdue football 
back? In those conver-
sations he’s made every 
single thing happen.”

Purdue has agreed to 
distribute the maxi-
mum allowed revenue 
sharing cost of $20.5 
million in the 2025-26 
school year. While no 
specific percentages 
are being revealed by 
Bobinski, it figures that 
football will probably 
receive 70 to 75 per-
cent of those funds. 
Men’s basketball, it is 
assumed, will get the 
lion’s share of what’s 
left over.

The second most diffi-
cult task facing Odom, 
after restocking a roster 
that lost 21 of 22 start-
ers to either the trans-
fer portal or exhausted 
eligibility, is convincing 
a fan base that often 
expects the worst-case 
scenarios to come true.

“There’s hope, vision 
and belief,” Odom said. 
“It’s part of my job to 
inspire those around 
me to want to believe in 
positivity. Let’s believe 
in we’re going to make 
it happen, not allow it 
to happen. When you 
get in crunch time, it’s 
the positive thinking 
of ‘we’re going to win 
this game,’ not ‘woe is 
me. Here we go again.’ 
I choose to look at op-
portunities and solu-
tions rather than prob-
lems and issues. When 
you prepare the right 
way, things seem to fall 
your way when it comes 
down to the 50-50 ball 
or the last-second field 
goal. That you put your 
kids in position to be 
successful.”

At the first team meet-
ing after taking the job, 
Odom was faced with 
the reality that most of 
the 2024 roster was out 
the door.

“There weren’t many 
guys in the room,” 
Odom recalled.

One who hadn’t left yet 
was quarterback Ryan 
Browne, who provided 
one of the few bright 
moments of 2024 with 
297 yards passing and 
118 yards rushing in the 
50-49 overtime loss at 

Illinois.

“He was already really 
out the door but at least 
I gave him something 
to think about, about 
program direction, 
structure, coaching 
staff even though we 
didn’t have a coordi-
nator or quarterbacks 
coach hired at that 
time,” Odom said. “I 
talked about philos-
ophy. I could tell he 
was torn a little bit. I 
wished him the best. I 
told him I didn’t want 
to lose him. If things 
don’t work out or if you 
have a change of mind/
heart at your new place 
we’ll be here. I tried to 
do that with all the guys 
I had a chance to talk 
with, who were already 
out the door when I got 
here.”

Browne committed 
to North Carolina on 
Dec. 19, 2024. After 
four months under new 
coach Bill Belichick, 
Browne had second 
thoughts and returned 
to West Lafayette. 
Either Browne or Ar-
kansas transfer Mala-
chi Singleton is likely 
to start opening day 
against Ball State.

“He had some clari-
ty now as to who our 
coordinator was, our 
position coach was,” 
Odom said. “I think the 
conversations he had 
with people still on the 
roster played in our fa-
vor. I had seen enough 
tape on Ryan from last 
year. I really liked his 
genuine makeup from 
the one conversation 
I had with him before 
he left. So we started 
recruiting him actively 
at that point.

“Ryan to me showed 
competitive spirit in the 
opportunities he had 
last year. You look at 
arm release, ability to 
make most throws, ath-
letic ability. It appeared 
to me on film he had 
some toughness. All of 
those things you look 
at how important they 
are, I think he’s got a 
big upside.”

Browne probably also 
was sold on Odom’s 
philosophy of loading 
up on the offensive line, 
a disappointing facet 
of Purdue’s starting 
lineup a year ago.

Offensive linemen 
Jalen St. John, Mason 
Vicari and Hank Purvis 
were among the play-
ers to transfer in from 
UNLV. Canadian behe-
moth (6-3, 305 pounds) 

Giordano Vaccaro 
transferred from the 
University of Manito-
ba. SEC All-Freshman 
guard Bradyn Join-
er (Auburn), former 
Georgia tackle Marques 
Easley and ex-Kentucky 
lineman Marc Nave 
join holdovers Joey Ta-
nona and Bakyne Coly. 
Also a contender to 

start is former Carmel 
standout Ethan Trent, 
who was awarded a 
scholarship during the 
spring by Odom.

“I’m always going to 
oversign, if they’re good 
enough, offensive and 
defensive linemen,” 
Odom said. “If you 
can’t run the ball and 
you can’t protect the 
quarterback, you have 
no chance to have any 
success. Defensively, if 
you can’t stop the run 
you’re not going to be a 
good defense.

“In my opinion, you 
better find five guys you 
feel like are your start-
ers. You better find No. 
6, 7 and 8 that are go-
ing to play meaningful 
snaps. And if you don’t 
have three centers that 
you can win with, it’s 
going to be really hard. 
If you don’t have a real-
ly good center that can 
start the play off, then 
a lot of plays can get 
wrecked. I was willing 
to do what we had to 
do from a roster space 
standpoint to try to get 
those spots right.”

Before Odom was 
greeted by mostly 
empty seats at the first 
team meeting, he knew 
a similar strategy to his 
rebuild at UNLV was 
going to be necessary.

“I knew that it would be 

a complete, at some po-
sitions, roster change 
and overhaul,” Odom 
said. “I’m not new to 
the fact. We had 55 my 
first year (at UNLV) 
and 50 the next year. I 
knew what we needed 
to do to put together 
a team for 2025. We 
were very deliberate 
about that. Our coach-

ing staff did a nice job 
of identifying players 
they thought could 
come here and help us 
win, that fit what we 
were looking for.

”I think it’s so import-
ant that we signed a lot 
of high school guys in 
this year’s class. Next 
year’s high school class 
is going to be a lot 
bigger than this year’s 
high school class. I 
believe in the founda-
tional approach. You’d 
like to get to the point 
where (the transfer) 
number is not nearly 
as high. But then also if 
you recruit a bunch of 
guys through the portal 
that you’ve got for eight 
months, then you are 
going to replace them 
with somebody.

“Then how do you 
build a team together? 
How do you take those 
24 post-spring signees 
and blend them with 
the new guys plus the 
high school guys plus 
the returners? There’s 
no book on that.”

A stark example of 
a position upheaval 
from 2024 to 2025 is 
the Purdue secondary. 
Veteran college foot-
ball writer Tom Dien-
hart of GoldandBlack.
com observed recently 
that the unit has four 
fifth-year seniors and 
four sixth-year players. 

Former UNLV star 
Tony Grimes heads a 
unit that features new-
comers from Memphis, 
Colorado, TCU, Hous-
ton, BYU and Central 
Arkansas.

Time will tell whether 
Odom and his staff 
will be able to meld 
82 newcomers with a 

handful of holdovers 
from the Ryan Walters 
regime. Almost certain 
is that Odom’s core 
philosophies will pro-
duce a better effort on 
the field.

“The core beliefs in 
our team, bottom line: 
Knowing your assign-
ments, playing with 
energy and enthusi-
asm, playing tough and 
physical, and being a 
six-second competitor,” 
Odom said. “If you 
do those four things, 
you’re setting yourself 
up for success. A guy 
who won’t play hard 
won’t be on the field. 
That’s a non-negotia-
ble for me. We’re not 
going to have guys who 
won’t give tremendous 
effort. Let’s put on 
tape we’re the hardest 
playing team in college 
football. When you do 
that, it erases a lot of 
deficiencies.

“Do we have a long way 
to go in that depart-
ment? Absolutely. Will 
we get there? You’re 
dadgum right we will.”

 
Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Jour-
nal & Courier and an 
award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for 
many years.

Ken Thompson 
Columnist
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