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m TODAY’S VERSE
Proverbs 3: 5-6

Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart, and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths.

Halloween is kind the kickoff to
the holiday season — wouldn’t it
be nice if we got back to family
seasons and away from political
ones?

m HAMILTON HAPPENINGS

According to the Hamilton
County Planning Department,
someone tried to scam a
petitioner seeking a variance.
The scammer tried to collect
fees on behalf of the Planning
Department. The Hamilton
County Planning Department
wants you to know it does

not use a third-party compa-
ny to collect fees. They also
do not use wire services or
other such means to pro-

cess payments. The County
Planning office staff will only
contact people directly from
the official email address or
by phone. If anyone has any
questions or something seems
suspicious, please contact the

For more information contact Collette 800-581-8942

ews Media fresents
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= QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Proof of our society’s de-
cline is that Halloween has
become a broad daylight
event for many.”

~Robert Kirby

n JOKE OF THE DAY

What would you get if you
crossed a vampire and a
teacher?

Lots of blood tests!

m ADOPT A PET LOKI POKI

Loki Poki is a master of
mischief and adventure who
will keep you laughing every
day. This 2-year-old male
Husky has been available

for adoption at the Humane
Society for Hamilton County
(HSHC) since 6/24/25. He
has a joyful personality, loves
to run, and plays well with
other dogs. In other words,
he’s the perfect match for any
adventurous spirit. During
the month of October, Loki
Poki’s adoption fee is waived
as part of HSHC’s Wizard

of Paws adoption event.
Learn more at https://
www.hamiltonhumane.
com/the-wizard-of-paws,
and visit Loki Poki at the
shelter anytime 12-5 pm daily
(closed Wednesdays).

m BOOMER BITS RETIREMENT = BOOMER BITS TECHNOLOGY
Should Spouse Get Half BBB Scam Alert:
of My Social Security = What Is Ghost Tapping?
Contactless finding ways to
i Dear payments are take advantage
-/l Rusty: Dear Curious convenient, of this payment
&5 Twas  Wife: For infor- but scammers convenience. One
N re- mation, spousal are using ghost growing threat
AskRusTy Jferred  benefits are one of | tapping to steal is called ghost
Social Security 10 you  the most misun- from unsuspecting tapping, where
Advisor ~ to ask a derstood areas of consumers. Find criminals use
ques-  Social Security. A out how this tap-  wireless devices
tion about Social spouse does not to-pay fraud works  to steal money
Security benefits. always get half of and how to stay without touching
I receive about their partner’s So- safe. your card.
$1,700 a month cial Security benefit
from Social Se- — how much the Tapping your What is ghost
curity while my spouse gets is deter- | card or phone to tapping?
husband receives mined by their age pay has become Ghost tapping
only approximate- ~ when the spouse second nature for  is a scam that
ly $750 monthly. benefit is claimed, many of us. targets tap-to-
Is he entitled to and it is always pay cards and
Jile for half of my based upon both It’s quick, mobile wallets.
Social Security as partner’s full re- easy and you Tap-to-pay works
a monthly benefit ~ tirement age (FRA) | don’t even have through Near Field
without touching benefit, regardless to hand your card ~ Communication
my amount? of when they actual | to anyone. But (NFC), which
Signed: Curious scammers are
Wife See RUSTY Page 3 See Tapping Page 5
= BOOMER BITS HEALTH

3 Things to Consider on
Reducing Cancer Risk

By Dr. Gary Grosel

Chief Medical Officer,

UnitedHealthcare of
Indiana

A new report from
America’s Health Rankings
found that 8.8 percent
adults in Indiana have
previously been diagnosed
with cancer, and the latest
data from the Centers

for Disease Control and
Prevention show 35,939
cancer cases were reported
in Indiana in 2022.

About 1in 3 people in
the U.S. are affected by
cancer and about 2 million
new cases of cancer are
diagnosed each year.

Breast and colorectal
cancer diagnoses, in
particular, have been on the
rise since the mid-2000s,
and these cancers are being
diagnosed more often at
younger ages.

A cancer diagnosis can
impact people’s lives in
many ways. Early cancer
detection may play a key
role in helping to improve
health outcomes and lower

health care costs.

The five-year survival rate
for colorectal cancer when
caught in its early stages is
over 90%, for example. At
the most advanced stages,
the five-year survival rate
for this type of cancer is
13% and treatment may
result in long-term side
effects.

So, what can you do to
help potentially reduce
your cancer risk? Here are
three things to consider:

Understand your cancer
risk factors

Knowing your risk factors
of developing cancer or
other chronic conditions
is an important step in
See Cancer Page 5

m THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1

The No Kings Days that have been making news across the country are plan-
ning another outing in Indiana. This is scheduled for Oct. 18 on the south
® lawn of the Indiana Statehouse. It is hosted by Indivisible Central Indiana and

co-sponsored by ACLU Indiana, MADVoters, Concerned Clergy of Indianapolis, Indi-
visible South Central Indiana and Women4Change. An activist fair is planned from 11-
2. Featured speakers, community leaders, musicians, and activist fair with grassroots

partners

2

IU may be turning into a football powerhouse, but in Indiana Notre Dame is
still the king when it comes to sending football players to the NFL. According
B to a new study by iGaming experts GameZinger <https://gamezinger.com/>

The Fighting Irish actually rank fifth in the nation for best colleges for NFL careers.
UND has 49 active players in the NFL. Alabama and Ohio State lead the country with
73 active players each. Georgia, Michigan and LSU are next.

American River Wellness, experts in return to duty support, surveyed 3,015
truckers to uncover where drivers fall short across the country. Respondents
® weighed in on behaviors like tailgating in blind spots, last-second cut-ins, and
failing to leave enough space for trucks. No surprise that New York, Los Angeles and
Atlanta finished 1-2-3 in the country. But in Indiana, Ft. Wayne was the worst (and
ranked 149th in the U.S. and Indianapolis was second worst in the state — and 246th
in the country. Heck, anyone who drives on 465 or I-69 up north already knew that,

didn’t we?

State of
Schools
Address
Nov.

Superintendent Dan
Hile

Each year in
recent memory, the
superintendent of
the school system in
Noblesville has shared
with the community an
inside look at the state of
our school system. This
year’s presentation with
Superintendent Dan Hile
is scheduled for Tuesday,
Nov. 4.

There are several new
things with this year’s
address — the first being
location. The program,
presented in partnership
with the Noblesville
Chamber of Commerce,
will take place at
Noblesville High School.
The new venue will also
allow tours of the new
STEM, music and athletic
areas.

Not only will Dr. Hile
share district updates,
attendees will hear from
teachers and students as
they tour the high school’s
new STEM and performing
arts spaces.

In his speech, Hile will
address the current state of
our public school system,
including academic
achievements, workforce
development, school
finances, construction and
future planning.

There will also be
opportunities to tour the
new high school addition.

Networking and light
refreshments will be
provided.

Attendees are invited and

encouraged to wear their
Black & Gold attire!

See Schools Page 3
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Hoosiers deserve
more than platitudes,
conflicts of interest
and unbid contracts.
We deserve leaders
who answer to the
people, not to a select
circle of insiders with
the right connections.
Unfortunately, the
unfolding scandal at
the Indiana Economic
Development Corpora-
tion (IEDC) proves yet
again that when poli-
tics, money, and power
collide, it is everyday
Hoosiers who are left
footing the bill.

The recent revela-
tions about “The Three
Kings”—former IEDC
executive Dave Rob-
erts, Purdue Research
Foundation President
Chad Pittman, and
former advisor to Gov-
ernor Mitch Daniels,
Paul Mitchell—should
concern every taxpayer
in Indiana. Over six
years, entities tied to
these men collected
more than $180 mil-
lion in taxpayer-funded
grants and no-bid con-
tracts. These weren’t
isolated missteps. They
were patterns of behav-
ior, aided and abetted
by a quasi-public state
agency that operated in
secrecy and with little
accountability.

Let us be clear: while
Governor Mike Braun’s
audit may have report-
edly found “no criminal
activity,” that is hardly
a stamp of integrity.
Ethical impropriety
does not need to rise
to the level of crimi-
nality in order to erode

public trust. Rules were
clearly bent, disclo-
sures were kept behind
closed doors, and over-
sight was bypassed.
Ordinary citizens know
that if you break the
rules, there are con-
sequences. Yet when
politicians or their
allies do it, the refrain
is always the same:
“Mistakes were made,
but let’s move on.”

We reject that.

What message does
it send if those respon-
sible are allowed to
continue cashing in on
state contracts? Is the
message that corrup-
tion is acceptable as
long as you wear a suit
and call it economic
development? A factory
worker who cut cor-
ners would be fired. A
farmer who failed to
meet reporting re-
quirements would lose
subsidies. But insiders
with access to millions
in public funds are
excused with a shrug.
That double standard
is corrosive to democ-
racy. These findings
need to be referred to
the Inspector General
and an investigation
launched.

Governor Braun has
dubbed himself as a re-
former, but his actions
suggest otherwise. His
administration’s first
instinct was to control
the narrative by hiring
an out-of-state firm
for nearly a million
dollars to conduct a
tightly managed audit,
then withholding
findings until after a
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TIovieno.

Hamilton Heights High School would like
to recognize the following students who were
named as Coffee Bean Award recipients for
the month of September. They include Haley
Barr, Adler Effing, Adriana Iovieno, Jubilee
James, and James Lawton.

The name and award, inspired by The Coffee
Bean, a book written by Jon Gordon and
Damon West, delivers a simple, yet powerful
message on positive change. All students
nominated receive a certificate of recognition.
At the end of the month, the names of the

Heights Names September

2025 Coffee Bean Awards

Photo Courtesy Hamilton Heights Schools
From left, James Lawton, Haley Barr, Jubilee James and Adler Effing. Not Pictured: Adriana

students who were nominated during the
month are included in a drawing where the
first five- to-seven names drawn are called
down to the office to enjoy a hot chocolate or

coffee and a donut.

The monthly award objective is to encourage
more acts of kindness, positivity, school
spirit, and help foster a closer sense of
community at the high school. Students and
staff can nominate students. You can send a
nomination by visiting our Student Services
page at https://hs.hhschuskies.org/

sssssss

legal review. That is
not transparency; that
is damage control. And
when it came time to
answer questions from
the press, the Governor
literally walked away.
Hoosiers see through
this.

The Boone County
Preservation Group
cares about this issue
because the IEDC was
less than transparent
on plans for the LEAP
district in our commu-
nity. The recently-re-
leased audit shows that
during the review peri-
od, one-third of overall
IEDC expenses went
to the LEAP Project -
about $495 million. Of
that, $77 million went
to Pure Development,
which kept about $18
million for its work and
paid the remainder to
subcontractors. The
Pure contract was not
bid out and was just
given to them with no
competition.

We believe the
solution is not another
round of half-measures
or insider promises of
“better controls.” The
solution is independent
oversight, free from
political ties. We need
further investigation
from the Inspector
General and an execu-
tive order banning the
individuals who violat-
ed ethical norms from
participating in future
contracts, grants, or
state business. Oth-
erwise, bad behavior
is not punished: it is
rewarded.

We also believe it is
time for the Governor
to stop pretending that
this scandal is someone
else’s mess. The LEAP
District, the IEDC’s
crown jewel, continues
to swallow up farm-
land, deplete water
resources, and saddle
Hoosiers with billions
in hidden costs. These
deals weren’t coinci-
dences; they happened
because Indiana’s lead-
ers, both past and pres-
ent, placed secrecy and
speed over accountabil-
ity and stewardship.

Governor Braun can-
not phone in reform.

He cannot duck out of
press conferences. He
cannot promise trans-
parency with one hand
while delaying report-
ing with the other. If he
truly serves the people
of Indiana, he must
stand up to the very
insiders who built their
empire on the backs of
Hoosier taxpayers.

Until that happens,
we will continue to
speak out. Because
preserving Indiana’s

farmland, our water,
and our communities
requires more than
ribbon cuttings and
glowing press releases;
it requires honest lead-
ership. And right now,
that’s what’s missing at
the Statehouse.

Brian Daggy and
Jim Love

Boone County Pres-
ervation Group

Note: The Boone
County Preservation
Group is an orga-

Boone County Group Addresses Scandal

nization formed in
opposition to the
LEAP project. The
group’s mission is to
create a unified com-
munity voice focused
on preserving local
farmland and natu-
ral resources, while
supporting responsible
land development. You
can follow the Boone
County Preservation
Group on Facebook or
find out more on their
website.

Serving Hamilton County
& Surrounding Areas

compaddionately detving farmilied
deing thect time of lodd

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032
317-587-2001

www.bussellfamilyfunerals.com
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Singer-Songwriter Mac

"':

McAnally Back in Carmel

Hall of Famer Mac McAnally

Following a sold-out
show earlier this year,
singer-songwriter
Mac McAnally will
return to Allied
Solutions Center for
the Performing Arts on
Friday, Jan. 23.

The 8 p.m.
performance at the
Payne & Mencias
Palladium is part of
the Center Presents
Season sponsored by
Allied Solutions and
the Printing Partners
Encore Series. Tickets
starting at $36 are
available by phone at
(317) 843-3800 orin
person at the center’s
Fifth Third Bank Box
Office, 1 Carter Green,
Carmel.

A longtime member
of Jimmy Buffett’s
Coral Reefer Band,
McAnally has written
dozens of hits for
artists including
Alabama, Kenny
Chesney and Sawyer
Brown and has
recorded with such

names as Toby Keith,
Linda Ronstadt,
George Strait and
Dolly Parton. He

has won the Country
Music Association’s
Musician of the Year
title a record-setting
10 times and has been
inducted into the
Nashville Songwriters

Hall of Fame, the
Mississippi Musicians
Hall of Fame and the
Alabama Music Hall
of Fame. His solo
recording career began
with the Top 40 single
“It’s a Crazy World”
and has grown to 14
album releases.

Mac McAnally

8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23
Payne & Mencias
Palladium
Allied Solutions Center for
the Performing Arts,

1 Carter Green, Carmel

Tickets: From $36,
on sale 10 a.m.
Friday, Sept. 26
Purchase and information:
TheCenterPresents.org

(317) 843-3800

RUSTY

Continued from Page 1

ly claimed Social
Security. The partner
with the lower SS ben-
efit can only get half of
the other spouse’s FRA
amount if that part-
ner takes the spouse
benefit at (or after)
their personal SS full
retirement age (FRA).
And each spouse’s
FRA may be different
depending on the year
they were born (FRA
today is somewhere
between age 66 and
67, depending on the
person’s year of birth).

Here are two basic
rules for a lower earn-
ing marital partner to
get spouse benefits:

« The lower earning
spouse’s FRA enti-
tlement must be less
than 50% of the higher
earning spouse’s FRA
entitlement. FRA
amounts are used,
even if SS benefits
were claimed earlier
than, or later than, full
retirement age, and
FRA amounts are fre-
quently different than

('Indiana
~ "Tuneral Care

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464
8151 Allisonville Rd.
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St.

Greenwood

the monthly amounts
actually being re-
ceived.

« If one spouse’s
FRA amount is less
than 50% of the other
spouse’s FRA amount,
the difference between
those two amounts can
be added to the lower
earning spouse’s SS
retirement amount, to
become their spousal
benefit. That may, or
may not, equal half
of the higher earning
spouse’s FRA amount.

So, if you claimed
your Social Security
exactly at your own
full retirement age,
and your husband
also claimed his Social
Security exactly at his
own full retirement
age, then - based on
the numbers you
provided — your hus-
band is likely entitled
to about $850 per
month, instead of his
current $750. And that
would not affect your
own SS benefit in any
way.

Traditional Services
Affordable Cremation

Pre-Planning

FUNERAL HOME
o

1010 North Main Street
Lapel, Indiana 46051
765-534-3131

wwwhersbergerbozell.com

Your FRA entitle-
ment would need to
be more than twice
your husband’s FRA
entitlement for him to
receive a spousal boost
from you. But if either
of you claimed Social
Security before (or
after) your respective
full retirement ages,
your husband would
not get 50% of your
benefit.

This article is in-
tended for information
purposes only and
does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. Russell Gloor is
the, National Social
Security Advisor at
the AMAC Founda-
tion, the non-profit
arm of the Association
of Mature American
Citizens. To submit
a question, visit our
website (amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org.
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Tickets for Chamber

requests should be

members are $15 and Parking will be made in writing at
$20 for non-Chamber available in the main least seven days in
members. $5 per ticket parking lot by the advance to: info@
will benefit student main entrance off noblesvillechamber.
scholarships awarded = Cumberland Road. com.

by the Advancing Follow the signs

Noblesville Chamber and balloons to the Register at
Foundation, and entrance for this event. http://www.
teacher recognition noblesvillechamber.
programs. Any special dietary com

White River Wind Symphony
Kicks Off Season Oct. 19

The White River Wind Symphony

will present its fall concert on
Sunday, October 19, 2025, at
4:30 p.m. at Legacy Bible Church
located at 13490 Howe Road,
Fishers, IN 46038. Join us for

“Musicals, Marches, and More.”
Concert includes music from
Beauty and the Beast, Phantom
of the Opera, and Wicked, plus
marches by Sousa, Verdi, Berlioz,
Alford, Elgar, and Fillmore. These
talented musicians are local
professionals. Perfect for music
lovers of all ages. Tickets for this
concert are $20.00 and children
under 18 years are free.

This event is the first of the
four-concert 2025-2026 season
for the premier White River
ensembles, consisting of two
Wind Symphony (Band) concerts
(October 19 and June 28-“Sounds
of America”) and two Chamber

Orchestra concerts (December
7-“Christmas Extravaganza” and
March 14-TBD). Individual tickets
for the four concerts are $100.
Discounted season tickets for

all four concerts are $80. Group
discounts are also available.

All tickets can be purchased at
WhiteRiverSymphony.org. or at the
door.

Public Notices Deadline:
11:00 a.m. 2 Business Days
Prior to Publication:
legals@thetimes24-7.com
Private Party Notices Submitted After

Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee In
Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement
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Looklng Back at Recruiting, Players, Coaches Under Joe Tiller

Ken

Thompson
Columnist
After back-to-back

9-win seasons and
coming off an upset of
fourth-ranked Kansas
State in the Alamo
Bowl, Joe Tiller and his
coaching staff thought
it was time the Pur-
due football program
reached for the stars:
the four- and five-star
recruits who could lift
the Boilermakers into
national prominence.

Tiller learned a hard
lesson with the 1999
recruiting class, which
not only did not mea-
sure up to his first two
Boilermaker classes
but saw Purdue swing
and miss on too many
targets.

“We had a number
of players that were
scheduled to come on
campus the last two
weeks (in January) and
they just never made it.
They committed else-
where,” Tiller told the
Lafayette Journal and
Courier’s Tom Kubat.

“There still is a peck-
ing order out there,
even when it comes to
making a campus visit.
I've never forgotten
what LaVell Edwards
told me after Brigham
Young won a national
championship. Their
staff decided to step up
recruiting and go after
the Top 100 players.
But in the end, they got
the guys BYU would
normally get.”

One recruiting ser-
vice ranked the 1999
Boilermaker class 53rd

nationally and last in
the Big Ten Confer-
ence. Of the 19 players
in the class, four would
go on to play in the
NFL and a fifth would
be a key starter for the
2000 Big Ten champi-
onship team.

Linebacker Landon
Johnson would redshirt
in 1999 but cracked the
starting lineup in 2000.
“He’s the fastest line-
backer we’ve recruited
since we’ve been doing
this business,” Tiller
said. That speed helped
Johnson start four
years for Purdue and
play seven years in the
NFL for Cincinnati,
Carolina and Detroit.

Two other freshmen
who would also red-
shirt in 1999 joined
Johnson in the starting
lineup the following
year. Defensive end
Shaun Phillips would
set the Purdue record
for sacks with 33.5
and earn second-team
All-America honors in
2003. Phillips record-
ed 81.5 career sacks in
a lengthy NFL career
with the San Diego
Chargers, Denver,
Tennessee and India-
napolis.

Defensive tackle Craig
Terrill came north from
Lebanon, Ind., and was
a four-year starter be-
fore playing in the NFL
with Seattle.

Defensive end Akin
Ayodele, a member
of the 1997 recruiting
class forced by academ-
ics to attend Coffeyville
(Kan.) Junior College
for two years, kept his
pledge to the Boiler-
makers. His nine-year
NFL career included
stops in Jacksonville,
Dallas, Miami and
Buffalo.

The fifth future start-
er, junior college trans-
fer Ashante Woodyard,
will be forever remem-

bered by Purdue fans
for recovering Terrill’s
blocked field goal and
returning it for the
game-winning touch-
down in overtime at
Wisconsin in 2000.

Lesson learned, Tiller
and his staff signed
an impactful class in
February 2000. “We
feel like this certainly
is the best class we’ve
been able to recruit in
our short tenure here at
Purdue,” Tiller said.

The star of the class
was safety Stuart
Schweigert, who was
recruited by Tiller and
defensive coordinator
Brock Spack out of
Saginaw, Mich. It was
a major coup to get
Schweigert away from
Michigan and Michigan
State.

Schweigert lived up to
his billing, becoming
a four-year starter at
Purdue and leaving
for the NFL with the
career interceptions
record. Schweigert’s
17 interceptions eas-
ily topped the 11 Rod
Woodson recorded
during his All-America
career. Coincidentally,
Woodson’s defensive
coordinator at Purdue
was Joe Tiller. Schwei-
gert added the 2000
Big Ten Freshman of
the Year award and was
a first-team All-Big Ten
selection in 2001 and
2003.

Gilbert Gardner
also started as a true
freshman, making the
switch from wide re-
ceiver to linebacker in
training camp. He went
on to play five NFL sea-
sons, including three
with the Indianapolis
Colts.

Other future start-
ers signed in 2000
were offensive tack-
le Kelly Butler (the
24th-ranked offensive
lineman in the na-

tion), running back
Joey Harris (the
19th-ranked running
back in the nation),
cornerbacks Antwaun
Rogers and Jacques
Reeves, linebacker
Niko Koutouvides and
two record-setting wide
receivers: John Stande-
ford and Taylor Stub-
blefield.

All but Stubblefield
would play in the NFL

“Standeford is a guy
we consider to be an
exceptional candidate
as a receiver,” Tiller
said on signing day.
“He’s tall, he has soft
hands, he has very
good speed. We wanted
to get bigger receivers
and he certainly fits
that description (at

6'4).”

Standeford cracked
the starting lineup as
a true freshman and
would leave Purdue
as the all-time Big
Ten leader with 266
receptions and 3,788
receiving yards. He was
a semifinalist for the
Biletnikoff Award as a
junior and was voted a
Freshman All-Ameri-
can in 2000.

Stubblefield was red-
shirted in 2000 but sta-
tistically would become
Purdue’s best wide
receiver until Rondale
Moore and David Bell
came along a decade
later. The Yakima,
Wash., native set the
NCAA record for career
receptions at 316. That
figure doesn’t include
his nine catches in the
2001 Sun Bowl, the
final season the NCAA
did not recognize bowl
statistics.

His 3,629 career
receiving yards ranked
second in Purdue histo-
ry behind Standeford.
Stubblefield caught
16 touchdown passes
as a senior in 2004, a
school record and at

the time the third-most
in Big Ten history. He
left Purdue as a con-
sensus All-American
and a finalist for the
Biletnikoff Award.
Stubblefield has been
on College Football
Hall of Fame ballots
since becoming eligible
for induction.

Of the 19 players
signed in this class,
eight were starters
on the 2003 Purdue
football team that came
within an overtime loss
at Ohio State of return-
ing to the Rose Bowl.

Epilogue

Twenty-one of the 85
scholarship players on
the 2000 Rose Bowl
roster would go on to
play in the NFL.

Tiller would retire
after the 2008 season
as Purdue’s winningest
football coach, posting
an 87-62 record.

Three of his assistants
became head coaches.
Defensive coordinator
Brock Spack, who in
hindsight should have
replaced Tiller in 2009,
left his alma mater to
become head coach at
Illinois State. Now in
his 17th season, Spack
is the school’s winnin-
gest coach with a 114-
75 record through four
games into the 2025
season.

Offensive line coach
Danny Hope left after
the 2001 season to be-
come the assistant head
coach at Louisville. The
following year, Hope
became head coach at
his alma mater, East-
ern Kentucky. After
winning the Ohio Val-
ley Conference title in
2007, Hope was chosen
over Spack to replace
Tiller following the
2008 season.

Hope was fired follow-
ing the 2012 regular
season with a 22-27

record. After one-year
stints as an assistant at
South Florida (2015)
and Eastern Kentucky
(2019), Hope returned
to coaching at UCF fol-
lowing the unexpected
death of offensive line
coach Shawn Clark on
Sept. 21. Clark coached
for Hope at Purdue
from 2009 to 2012.

Wide receivers coach
Kevin Sumlin became
the head man at the
University of Houston
from 2008-2011. Sum-
lin went 35-17 before
taking the Texas A&M
job. There, he coached
Heisman Trophy win-
ner Johnny Manziel
and went 11-2 in his
first season. Sumlin
was fired with a 51-26
record after six sea-
sons. Following three
losing seasons at Ari-
zona, Sumlin has not
been a collegiate head
coach since 2020.

Defensive tackles
coach Mark Hagen
remains active as
co-defensive coordina-
tor at Louisville under
his former Purdue
boss, Jeff Brohm.
Offensive coordinator
Jim Chaney serves as
an offensive analyst at
Georgia State. Quarter-
backs coach Greg Olson
serves in the same
capacity with the Las
Vegas Raiders and has
been an NFL assistant
for 23 years.

Assistant head coach
Scott Downing, de-
fensive ends coach
Gary Emanuel and
defensive backs coach
Ken Greene are out of
college football.

Kenny Thompson
is the former sports
editor for the Lafayette
Journal & Courier and
an award-winning
journalist. He has cov-
ered Purdue athletics
for many years.

AG’s Office Lists September Recalls

Dangerous toys and appli-
ances in your home could
put your family at risk. At-
torney General Todd Rokita
is calling on all Hoosiers to
check this month’s recall
list to protect your loved
ones. Items include chil-
dren’s toys, a countertop
oven and other items that
can cause serious burns or
even death.

“Hoosiers need to know if
purchased items are defec-
tive or could harm them or
their children,” Todd Rokita
said. “This month, several
recalled products are relat-
ed to children, so parents
must pay close attention to
ensure their kids’ safety. If
you purchased a recalled
item, stop using it immedi-
ately.”

According to the Consum-
er Product Safety Commis-
sion, the following consum-
er products were recalled in
September:

Children’s Products

These products pose risks
such as strangulation, suf-

focation, choking, or head
injury, particularly to young
children.

Persilux Brand Zebra
Blinds: Strangulation and
entanglement hazards;
violates federal rule for
window coverings; sold on
Amazon.

Autoez Brand Bamboo
Shades: Strangulation and
entanglement hazards;
violates federal rule for
window coverings; sold on
Walmart.com.

LXDHSTRA Baby
Loungers and Crib Bum-
pers: Suffocation and fall
hazards; violates federal
standards for infant sleep
products and crib bumper
ban; sold on Amazon.

URMYWO Baby
Loungers: Suffocation and
fall hazards; violates man-
datory standard for infant
sleep products; sold on
Amazon by Pomona.

YooxArmor Multi-Pur-
pose Kids’ Helmets: Risk of
head injury; violates man-
datory standard for bicycle
helmets; sold on Amazon by
YooxArmor.

Youbeien Crib Mobiles:

Risk of battery ingestion;
violates mandatory toy
standard for batteries; sold
on Amazon by GKKBSJ.

Shierdu Children’s Toys:
Choking hazard; violates
small parts ban; sold on
Amazon by Yiwu Shiyi
Trading.

AMTRADING Hoovy
Cooling Gel Insert Pads
for Car Seats and Strollers:
Burn hazard; sold by AM-
TRADING.

In My Jammers Button
Flare Pajama Sets: Burn
hazard; violates mandatory
flammability standards.

Home Appliances

These products present
fire, burn, or laceration
risks in household settings.

Sunbeam Products Oster
French Door Countertop
Ovens: Burn hazard; over
one million units recalled.

Wuensche USA Ambiano
Cotton Candy Makers: Fire
hazard; sold at ALDI.

Epoca International Paris

Hilton Mini Beauty Fridges:

Fire and burn hazards.
Makita U.S.A., Inc.
Cordless Grease Guns and

Grease Gun Hoses: Lacera-
tion hazard.

Personal Care and Health
Products

These products pose risks
of poisoning or fire, particu-
larly to children or users.

Mad Rabbit “RELIEVE”
Lidocaine Numbing Cream:
Risk of poisoning to young
children; violates child-re-
sistant packaging standard.

Blueroot Health Bariatric
Fusion Iron Multivitamins:
Risk of child poisoning; vio-
lates child-resistant packag-
ing standard; manufactured
by VitaQuest International.

Arizer Solo II Portable
Vaporizers: Fire and burn
hazards; imported by
7111495 Canada.

Other Products

These products include
miscellaneous items with
risks such as fire, burn, or
serious injury.

Anker Power Banks: Fire
and burn hazards; manu-
factured by Anker Innova-
tions.

IcyBreeze Cooling Por-

table Misting Fans: Fire
hazard.

Five Below Tabletop Fire
Pits: Risk of serious burn
injury from flame jetting
and fire hazards.

EnHomee Dressers: Risk
of tip-over and entrapment;
violates mandatory stan-
dard for clothing storage
units; sold by EnHomee
Direct.

StopBox USA AR-15
Chamber Lock Pros: Risk of
serious injury or death.

If you believe you recently
purchased a recalled prod-
uct, stop using it, and check
its recall notice (linked
above for all products).
Then follow the notice’s
instructions, including
where to return the prod-
uct, how to get the product
fixed, how to dispose of the
product, how to receive a
refund for the product, or
what steps must be taken
to receive a replacement
product.

To view recalls issued
prior to September visit
the Consumer Protection
Safety Commission website.
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WFD Open Houses Start Tomorrow

Month, and always, the
Westfield Fire Department
urges residents to prioritize
safety amid rising concerns
over lithium-ion battery
hazards and overcharging
electronics. Aligning with
the National Fire Protection
Association’s 2025 theme,
“Charge into Fire Safety,”
the department is hosting a
series of community open
houses at its stations. These
events offer families an
opportunity to connect with
local firefighters, discuss
fire prevention tips, and
learn essential skills like
Hands-Only CPR.

“Fires involving batteries
in electronics, e-bikes,
scooters, and garden
tools are on the rise, but
they’re preventable with
simple awareness and
precautions,” said Westfield
Fire Marshal Ryan Flora.

“Our open houses are

designed to empower our
community to ask questions

and walk away with

practical knowledge for

keeping your home safe.
Event Schedule:

« Saturday, October
11, 1—3 p.m. Fire Station
382 1920 E. 151% Street

« Saturday, October
18, 1—3 p.m. Fire Station
383

17944 Grassy Branch
Road,

« Saturday, October
25, 1-3 p.m. Fire Station
381 17001 Ditch Road.

All events are free
and open to the public.
Light refreshments will
be provided. Bring your
curiosity and questions!

”»

Photos courtesy Westfield Fire Department
There are three open houses, tomorrow, Oct. 18 and Oct. 25. For the next three
Saturdays, kids can get up close and personal with WFD. October is Fire Prevention
Month. It’'s a great time to change out the batteries. Fires involving lithium-ion
batteries are on the rise. Learn more tomorrow.

Governor Tabs Local Leaders

Governor Mike
Braun reached out to
Hamilton County to
fill some leadership
positions. The fol-
lowing three people
from the county were
appointed as noted:

Board of Trustees of

Vincennes University
...Reginald Hender-
son (Cheneco LLC)

» Reappointment:
Term expires 10/5/28
« Hamilton County

Indiana Parole Board

...James Shaffer
(State of Indiana)

» Reappointment:

Term expires 9/30/29
« Hamilton County
Indiana Protection

and Advocacy Services

Commission
...Kim Dodson (Arc

of Indiana)

» Reappointment:

Term expires 9/30/28
« Hamilton County

Tappin

Continued from Page 1

allows devices to
exchange data at very
close range. While
NFC is generally safe,
scammers can exploit
it in crowded or
distracted situations.
You can learn more
about NFCs and how
to use them safely
in BBB Tip: What to
know if you're using
NFCs.

Unlike previous
debit and credit card
scams, which required
physical contact
with the card, ghost
tapping eliminates
this need. There are
occasions where the
scammers will attempt
to trick unsuspecting
individuals in public
places. For example,
they might try:

+ Getting
close in public
spaces. Someone
might bump into you
while secretly charging
your tap-enabled card
or mobile wallet.

» Pretending to be a
vendor. At events, flea
markets, or festivals,
fraudsters might set
up fake stands and ask
for tap payments.

« Charity
scams. They might
request a small
donation but actually
charge your card for a
much larger amount.

 Rushing the
process. Scammers
count on you tapping
without checking the
business name or
transaction amount.

In some cases,
fraudsters make
small withdrawals to
avoid triggering fraud
detection systems,
which means victims
may not notice the
theft right away.

BBB has received
several reports
of this scam. One
person reported this
experience to BBB
Scam Tracker, “An
individual is going
door to door in
[location redacted]
claiming to be selling
chocolate on behalf of
[redacted] to support
special needs students.
He says that he can
only accept tap-to-pay
to get people to pay
with a card. He then
charges large amounts
to the card without the
cardholder being able
to see the amount.
He got my mother
for $537... Another
victim for $1100...
He changes
neighborhoods
frequently to avoid
getting caught.”

What are the
warning signs and
red flags of ghost
tapping?

e Bank alerts about
small or unusual “test”
charges.

e Arequest to tap
without showing you
the total or offering a
receipt.

« Suspicious
charges after you've
been in crowded areas
like festivals, markets,
or transit stations.

How to protect
yourself from a tap-
to-pay scam?

e Use RFID
protection. An RFID-
blocking wallet or
sleeve can help stop
wireless skimming.

« Always
confirm payment
details. Before tapping
your card or phone,
check the merchant’s
name and amount on
the terminal screen.

« Set up transaction
alerts. Many banks
allow real-time
notifications for every
charge.

» Keep an eye on
your accounts. Daily
checks help you spot
fraud faster.

 Limit tap-to-
pay use in high-risk
areas. When in doubt,
consider swiping or
inserting your card
instead.

What to do if
you’re a victim of a
tap-to-pay scam:

» Report them
immediately to your
bank or card issuer.

¢ Freeze or cancel
the affected card.

« Report scams to
BBB Scam Tracker.

ABOUT BBB
SERVING
CENTRAL
INDIANA:

The Better
Business Bureau has
empowered people
to find businesses,
brands, and charities
they can trust for
more than 110 years.
In 2024, people
turned to BBB more
than 220 million times
for BBB Business
Profiles on more than
5.3 million businesses,
and 80,000 times
for BBB charity
reports on about
12,000 charities,
for free at BBB.org.
The International
Association of Better
Business Bureaus
is the umbrella
organization for the
local, independent
BBBs in the United
States and Canada.
BBB Serving Central
Indiana was founded
in 1916 and serves 42
Indiana counties.
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Cancer
Continued from Page 1

cancer or other chronic
conditions is an important step in
helping to protect your health.

Some cancer risk factors, like age,
genetics and family history, are out
of your control. Tell your doctor
about your family health history
to help determine if you may have
a higher risk of developing certain
cancers.

Understanding your risk can help
you and your doctor decide when to
begin certain preventive screenings
and diagnostic services that may
help detect any issues early when
treatment may be more effective.

While there’s no way to prevent
all cancers, there are some lifestyle
choices you can make that may
support your overall health and
potentially help reduce cancer risk
as well.

Choose a healthier lifestyle

In the United States at least 18%
of cancers are related to excess
body weight, physical inactivity,
alcohol consumption, and poor
nutrition, according to the
American Cancer Society.

There are some lifestyle
modifications people can make that
may result in better overall health
and reduced risk for cancer and
other chronic conditions.

Eat a balanced diet. Focus on
vegetables, fruits, whole grains and
lean protein. A healthy diet can
help to support your overall well-
being. In fact, research shows that
people who eat a “Mediterranean
diet” have a lower risk of breast
cancer, for example.

Prioritize movement and
maintain a healthy weight. Regular
exercise is good for your overall
health and physical activity has
been shown to help reduce the risk
of certain types of cancer.

Limit alcohol consumption

and avoid tobacco and smoking.
Alcohol abuse is linked to some
types of cancer like those of the
oral cavity, esophagus, and liver.
Smoking can increase the risk of
developing many types of cancer
including colon and lung cancers.
Chewing tobacco is also linked to
cancer, especially head and neck
cancers.

Cancer screenings in Indiana

In Indiana, 72.6 percent of
women ages 40-74 report receiving
a mammogram in the past two
years, while 60.8 percent of people
ages 45-75 report receiving one
or more of the recommended
colorectal cancer screening tests
within the recommended time
intervals.

Keeping up with doctor visits,
preventive screenings and
diagnostic services can be an
important part of overall health.

Remember to schedule your
annual wellness exam and
preventive screenings. Health plans
usually cover preventive care, and
you may pay $0 out of pocket for
certain covered preventive services
if you go to a network provider.

Talk to your employer and health
plan

Check with your employer and
health plan to see what benefits
are available to help support your
health and well-being.

Timely diagnoses may improve
health outcomes and help with
medical expenses, especially when
it comes to cancer. Screenings may
include physical exams, lab tests,
and imaging, many of which are
used in cancer detection and may
be covered by health plans.

Taking proactive steps to protect
your health today may help you
reduce the risk of cancer and other
chronic conditions tomorrow.
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