ARCADIA
ATLANTA
CARMEL

m TODAY’S VERSE

Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed.

You know, I think most of us
have reached the age where we
know a thing or two about a thing
or two.

® HAMILTON HAPPENINGS

The Indiana Senate is accepting
applications for the 2026 Senate
Page Program, according to State
Sen. Scott Baldwin of Noblesville.
Through the full-day program,
students in grades six through 12
tour Indiana’s Statehouse, listen
to debates from the Senate floor
and help staff with age-appropriate
tasks. Students also have the oppor-
tunity to meet their state senator.
The Senate Page Program will begin
in January and continue through-
out the legislative session. Pages are
scheduled for Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays. They begin their
day at 8:30 a.m. and are dismissed
at 3:30 p.m. Groups serve together
on Wednesdays. Indiana law per-
mits eligible students to serve as a
Senate Page one day per legislative
session and receive an excused ab-
sence from school for their partic-
ipation. Positions fill quickly, so it
is important to apply early. Stu-
dents or parents should submit an
application corresponding with the
date they would like to page. Once
the application is submitted, the
Senate Page Office will reach out to
confirm the paging date and ensure
all required participation forms are
signed. For more information or to
apply, visit www.IndianaSenateRe-
publicans.com/Page-Program.

m QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The new year stands before us,
like a chapter in a book, waiting to
be written. We can help write that
story by setting goals.”

Melody Beatti

n JOKE OF THE DAY

OK, we’re more than a week in.
Go ahead and pull the 2026 cal-
endar out of the freezer. That way
you’ll be starting off the new year
in a cool way!

m ADOPT A PET
SIRAPOLLO

This 10-year-old male
Domestic Shorthair has been
available for adoption at the
Humane Society for Hamilton
County (HSHC) since 8/16/25.
He’s a friendly guy who enjoys
spending quiet moments
with his people, curling up in
a cozy blanket, and basking
in the perfect sunbeam. Sir
Apollo is part of our Home for
the Holidays promotion. His
adoption fee has been waived,
and he will go home with
a 5-night free pet boarding
certificate from PetSuites in
Fishers. To meet Sir Apollo,
please fill out an adoption
application at hamiltonhumane.
com/adopt to schedule a meet
and greet.

CICERO
FISHERS
NOBLESVILLE

“lIME

NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA

SHERIDAN

WESTFIELD
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BOOMER BITS...Tips and Advice from Boomers to Boomers
Is Social Security Really a ‘Good Deal?’

ASK
RUSTY

Social Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: You've
said in the past that most
people recoup their SS
contributions within five
years of starting benefits,
thus Social Security “is an
exceptionally good deal.”
Your calculation is correct
but misleading; if it were
not, SS would have been
insolvent long ago. I will,
in fact, get “my” contri-
butions back in about five
years, but my employer’s
contributions will take
another five years, and
that is money that my
employer could have been
paying me, so they are

really “my” contributions.
But even that ignores

the time value of money.

I did a calculation as if
my contributions, along
with those of my employ-
er, were invested in an
account earning 5% per
year. That would pro-
vide me the equivalent of
SS income for 24 years,
approximately what my
life expectancy was when
I retired. So, it’s not a bad
deal, but it is hardly ex-
ceptional. It is roughly the
equivalent of me investing
that money throughout
my career and using the

total to buy an annuity.

Of course, Social Secu-
rity does have the ad-
vantage of certainty, at
least until it goes broke.
My portfolio would not
earn a steady 5% every
year, though that is at the
low end of what financial
managers would expect
over a long period. And it
does force people to save,
many of whom would oth-
erwise make no provision
for retirement.

Signed: Realistic Senior

Dear Realistic: Thanks
very much for your feed-
back on my previous arti-
cle. I think it’s important
to draw a distinction for SS
contributions made by an
employer, because that is
not money the individual
personally pays, but rather
an obligation for employ-
ers to help fund the Social
Security program. Without
that federal obligation, it

See Rusty Page 3

Boomer Completes Pokagon’s

Hell’s Point

Pokagon State Park’s
8-mile Hell’s Point
Challenge has been open
since 2017. To complete it,
you must hike a mapped
route that covers most of
the park’s trails, taking
photographs of specific
waypoints.

Once hikers complete
the challenge, they can
share their photos with
park staff to earn a free
finisher’s sticker and
bragging rights, and their
finishers’ hometown cities
and states are recorded.
More than 100,000
finishers have been
recorded since 2020.

One is Fort Wayne native
Steve Weaver, age 75, who
completed the challenge
for the 125th time last

|
to complete
Hell's Point

month.

Since the start of 2025,
the Purdue University
alumnus has hiked more
than 1,000 miles on the
park’s trails. A retired

Challenge 125 Times

Photo courtesy Indiana DNR
75-year-old Steve Weaver has hiked (or run) more than
1,000 miles on the trails.

computer programmer,
he hikes the challenge an
average of three times
per week, and that’s not
including him running
it three or four times

See Challenge Page 5

m THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

ber from Jackson County was selected from contestants representing com-

1 Presley Hampton is the 67th Miss Indiana State Fair. The 10 year 4-H mem-

B munities across Indiana. As Miss Indiana State Fair 2026, she will serve as
a statewide ambassador, traveling an estimated 10,000 miles during June and July
and visiting approximately 50 counties. Hampton is a student at Purdue University.
1st Runner Up was Kylie Cox from Tippecanoe County and Miss Congeniality was
presented to Addie Morris from Johnson County.

2

Boiler Up! A new study has uncovered which U.S. universities students
search for most frequently online — and while IU may be rolling on the foot-
m ball field — Purdue is cleaning up in cyberspace! The West Lafayette campus

is the fifth-highest searched college in the nation. The Boilermakers get an average of
235,331 monthly searches, pulling in 0.1% more monthly searches than sixth-place
Temple University. No other university in the Hoosier State placed in the top fifty,
making Purdue’s finish even more impressive. The research by Essay Grader Al ex-
amined Google search data for public universities with 4-year bachelor’s degrees and
more than 10,000 students enrolled. The University of Florida was first at almost
420,000 searches. Houston, Arizona and Florida State were the others in the top

five.

3

The American Red Cross is teetering on a blood shortage this winter, which
could lead to a disruption in lifesaving care. Donors are urged to make an
® appointment to give blood or platelets now. The Red Cross blood supply is

under pressure following a busy holiday season when winter weather and packed
schedules made it even tougher to ensure hospitals have the blood products need-
ed for critical care. Without immediate action, doctors may have to make difficult
decisions about which patients receive blood transfusions and who will need to wait.
Donors with types O, A negative and B negative blood are especially needed now.
Donors can visit RedCrossBlood.org, downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor App
or calling 1-800-RED CROSS.

Medicare
Advantage
Enrollment
Period Open

SHIP

State Health Insurance
Assistance Program

Navigating Medicare

The Medicare Advantage
Open Enrollment Period
(MA OEP) runs Jan. 1
through March 31 of
each year. During the
Medicare Advantage Open
Enrollment Period:

- You can switch to
a different Medicare
Advantage Plan.

- You can drop your
Medicare Advantage Plan.

- You can return to
Original Medicare.

-You can add a
standalone Part D Plan,
but only if you dropped
your Medicare Advantage
Plan and returned to
Original Medicare.

To change your drug
coverage during this
period, you must disenroll
from your Medicare
Advantage Plan and join
a different Medicare
Advantage Plan with
prescription drug coverage
or Original Medicare with
a stand-alone Part D plan.

Changes made during
the Medicare Advantage
OEP will take effect
the first of the month
following the month you
enroll. If you want to keep
your Medicare Advantage
Plan, you should not use
the MA OEP to change
drug coverage.

Keep in mind, if you go
back to Original Medicare
now, you may not be
able to buy a Medicare
Supplement Insurance
(Medigap) policy without
being underwritten. This
means you could pay
higher premiums and have
a waiting period for pre-
existing conditions or be
denied coverage.

The Medicare Plan
Finder can help you find,
compare, and enroll in a
new Medicare Advantage
plan, www.medicare.gov/
plan-compare.

SHIP has more than 75
sites throughout Indiana.
Look for a SHIP site near
you at www.in.gov/ship/
sites . Our counselors
can assist you in person,
by phone, or virtually.
SHIP offers presentations
and educational events
throughout Indiana. Check
out our list of state-wide
events at www.in.gov/
ship/events. You can also
contact our Helpline at
(800) 452-4800.

Follow SHIP on social
media for informative
Medicare related
videos, updates, and
announcements. Find us
on Facebook , Twitter ,
LinkedIn , Instagram, and
YouTube.
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Chief Deputy John Lowes
Files for Sheriff Seat

Chief Deputy John Lowes with his family at the
filing.

John Lowes, Chief
Deputy of the Ham-
ilton County Sheriff’s
Office, filed Wednes-
day for election as
Hamilton County
Sheriff in the upcom-
ing Republican prima-
ry. A career law en-
forcement officer with
more than 28 years of
experience, Lowes is
running to continue
strong conservative
leadership and ensure
Hamilton County
remains one of the
safest communities in
Indiana.

Lowes currently
serves as Chief Depu-
ty, where he oversees
the daily operations
of the Sheriff’s Office
and works closely with
deputies and com-
mand staff to support
public safety across
the county. Over the
course of his career, he
has served in a wide
range of roles, includ-
ing patrol, investiga-
tions, field training,
and administration,
giving him a deep
understanding of the
department and the
community it serves.

“I am running for
Sheriff because I be-
lieve Hamilton County
deserves experienced
conservative leader-
ship that will protect
our families, uphold
the Constitution, and
enforce the law fairly
and firmly,” Lowes
said. “Public safety
requires vigilance,
accountability, and a
commitment to con-
servative principles
that put the rule of law
first.”

Lowes will appear on
the Hamilton County

Republican primary
ballot in May.

Lowes has been
endorsed by Sheriff
Dennis Quakenbush,
who is term-limited
and will conclude his
second term in 2026.
Quakenbush pointed
to Lowes’ experience,
character, and leader-
ship in announcing his
support.

“John Lowes has
served our commu-
nity with integrity for
more than two de-
cades and has proven
himself to be a capable
and trusted leader,”
Quakenbush said. “As
Chief Deputy, he has
played a central role
in leading our depart-
ment and ensuring
we remain focused on
transparency, account-
ability, and keeping
Hamilton County safe.
I am confident he is
the right person to
lead this office into the
future.”

Lowes said he is
grateful for Sheriff
Quakenbush’s en-
dorsement and the
opportunity to contin-
ue serving the commu-
nity.

“Dennis Quakenbush
has led this depart-
ment with profes-
sionalism and a clear
focus on public safe-
ty,” Lowes said. “I am
honored by his sup-
port and committed to
building on the strong
foundation that has
been established to
keep Hamilton County
safe.”

For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
lowesforsheriff.com
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Noblesville Lions Hosts Sports
Trivia Night to Support KidsSight

The Noblesville Lions Club
will host Trivia Night on Thurs-
day, Feb. 5, at Bier Brewery,
with proceeds benefiting Lions
KidSight, a vision-screen-
ing program serving pre-
school-aged children in the

community.

The fundraiser will help pur-
chase a new vision-screening
camera for the local KidSight
program. Teams of one to eight
players may participate for $80
per team. Check-in begins at
6 p.m., with trivia starting at 7
p.m. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase.

Trivia categories will focus on
a range of topics. Prizes will be
awarded for the highest-scor-

ing team, as well as for best

team name and theme.

Lions KidSight is a world-
wide program that brings Lions
clubs together to ensure chil-
dren receive vision screenings
and follow-up care when need-
ed. The program trains and
mobilizes volunteers to effi-
ciently screen the vision health
of young children, helping
identify issues early. According
to Lions KidSight, 80 percent
of a child’s learning and devel-
opment depends on healthy,
corrected vision, making early
screening critical to academic

and social success.

“Whether you're a trivia fa-
natic or a rookie, we guarantee
you’ll have fun supporting a
great cause,” said Josh Kozicki,
Lions member and trivia host.

Registration is available on-
line at https://www.zeffy.com/
en-US/ticketing/trivia-night-

for-kids-sight--2026.

For more information or
to inquire about sponsoring

Photos courtesy of the Noblesville Lions Club.
Lions at the 2025 Trivia Night, from left, are: Greg Clouse, Josh
Kozicki, Lisa Rohe, Steve Shaw, Cheryl Helton, Bruce Moss, Mark

Bachar, Ron Sinicki, Tim Baker, Eric Bachar, Jeff Dick, Lisa Dick,
Jen Carr and George Long.

Members of the Blues Clues team celebrate their win at the 2025

Lions Trivia Night. Back row from left, Heather Perry, Charlie Perry

Murphy.

a trivia round, contact Josh
Kozicki at josh@thekozickis.
org. Additional information
about Lions KidSight is avail-

able at
https://www.lionskidsightu-
sa.org/.

and Doug Thompson. Front row from left, Nancy Miller, Connie Niel-
son (team captain), Mary Thompson, Austin Thompson and Emily

Festival of Ice, Winter Games Back in Carmel

Festival of Ice

Carmel’s annual
winter events will be
here before you know it
in January starting with
the Festival of Ice pre-
sented by Allied Solu-
tions and the Carmel
Winter Games.

FESTIVAL OF ICE,
Jan. 16 & 17

Top ice carvers from
around the country will
be in Carmel Jan. 16
and 17 for demonstra-
tions and the People’s
Choice sculpture com-
petition.

The 2026 Festival of
Ice weekend will begin
Friday, Jan. 16 in the
Carmel Arts & Design
District, with carvers
creating incredible ice
masterpieces from 4 —
8 p.m.

On Saturday, Jan. 17
the ice carving begins
at Carter Green from
10 a.m. — 6 p.m. Watch
sculpting professmnals
create unique ice mas-
terpieces then partic-
ipate in the People’s
Choice sculpture voting
from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

Are you a fan of chili?
Taste-test and vote for
your favorite chili from
one of the participating
Carmel Fire Depart-
ment crews during the
cook-off from noon to 2
p.m. on Saturday.

We are excited to
welcome these veteran
carvers back to Carmel!

Titus Arensburg -
Newark, Ohio

Joe Autry - Clarkes-
ville, Ind.

Aaron Costic - Nebo,
N.C.

Zachary Crossman -

Tampa, Fla.

Shannon Gerasimchik
- New Bremen, Ohio

Ben Goebel - Whit-
more Lake, Mich.

Jim Houser - Hun-
tington, Ind.

Jon Price - Atlanta,
Ga.

Dan Rebholz - Addi-
son, Ill.

Aaron Whitten -
Commerce Township,
Mich.

CARMEL WINTER
GAMES, Saturday,
Jan. 24

It is time once again
to bundle up and head
to Carter Green for
ice-cold competition
and fun at the Carmel
Winter Games on the
City’s ice rink, brought
to you by Allied Solu-
tions. Whether you are
signed up to compete
or are a spectator, you
won’t want to miss a
full day of non-skating
competition Saturday,
Jan. 24 at The Ice at
Carter Green.

What kind of compe-

LESSUNS

Photo courtesy of City of Carmel
The fun begins in Carmel next weekend with the return of the Festival of Ice

”»

tition? “Human curling
on inner tubes, an ice
trike relay and “human
hungry hippo” using
laundry baskets to fetch
hundreds of bouncing
balls!

HOMETOWN
HERO OLYMPICS,
10 a.m. - noon

Enjoy good-spirited
competition among a
number of City depart-
ments including team
members with the Fire
and Police Depart-
ments, Technology and
more.

GENERAL TEAMS,
1-5p.m.

The skate-less com-
petition on ice features
corporate teams and
teams consisting of
family and friends.
Bundle up and head to
the Ice to cheer your
favorite team on, say
hello to local mascots
and enjoy food and
beverages from local
vendors.

The rules and re-
quirements are as
follows:

Teams must have
from 4 to 8 members

Each individual event
during the Games must
include at least 4 rep-
resentatives from each
team

Teams must commit
to participate in all
three events for the full
duration

The fee to register is a
one-time $300 fee per
team

The winners of the
2026 Carmel Winter
Games will choose from
one of the following
Carmel-based organi-
zations to receive the
winning proceeds

Carmel Clay Histori-
cal Society

Carmel Food Pantries

Carmel Youth Assis-
tance Program

Heroes Club

Prime Life Enrich-
ment Center

The Children’s Ther-
Aplay Foundation
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Get Ready for Tax Season With Key Updates, Tips

With the 2026 filing
season upon us, the
Internal Revenue
Service is urging tax-
payers to take a few
simple steps now to
prepare for filing their
2025 federal income
tax returns. Visit Get
Ready on IRS.gov for
checklists, updates and
no-cost filing options.

One of the most
important steps tax-
payers can take is to
access their IRS Indi-
vidual Online Account.
IRS Individual Online
Accounts are available
24/7, to view account
information, make
payments, manage
communication pref-
erences and protect
tax information.

Use direct deposit

Due to the presiden-
tial executive order,
Modernizing Payments
To and From Ameri-
ca’s Bank Account the
IRS is phasing out pa-
per tax refund checks.
The IRS encourages
taxpayers who do not
have a bank account
to open one so they
can receive refunds by
direct deposit.

Review new 2025 tax
law changes

Recent legislation,
such as the provisions
in the One, Big, Beau-
tiful Bill, includes
several new deduc-
tions and credits that
may reduce tax bills
or increase refunds.
Beginning in 2025,
to be eligible to claim

certain credits for
other dependents, the
taxpayer and their
spouse, if filing jointly,
must have valid Social
Security numbers or
Individual Taxpayer
Identification Num-
bers issued on or
before the due date of
their returns (includ-
ing extensions).

New Trump Ac-
counts for eligible
children

Parents, guardians
and other authorized
individuals will be able
to open Trump Ac-
counts, a new retire-
ment savings vehicle
for children under the
age of 18 with a valid
SSN. A pilot program
contribution of $1,000
will be available for

County Democrats Wrap Up 5" Adopt A Family

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Democratic Party is
proud to announce the
successful completion
of its fifth consecutive
year participating in
the “Adopt a Fam-
ily” holiday giving
program. This year’s
effort brought to-
gether Democrats
from across Hamilton
County to support
local families in need
during the holiday
season.

The party partnered
with Firefly Children
and Family Alliance’s
Hope for the Holidays
program, sponsoring
seven children from
Indianapolis and
surrounding counties.
Through generous
donations and coor-
dinated community
support, volunteers
fulfilled every item on

each child’s wish list,
along with additional
gifts to help make the
holidays even brighter.

“This effort truly
reflects the heart of
our party,” said Molly
Pearcy, who has coor-
dinated the donations
for the last five years.

Josh Lowry, Chair of
the Hamilton County
Democratic Party, em-
phasized the growing
need for community
support this holiday
season. “Families are
struggling more than
ever this year due to
delays in SNAP bene-
fits and the rising cost
of living impacting
Hoosiers across our
state,” Lowry said. “At
a time when too many
households are being
stretched to the break-
ing point, it’s more

important than ever
that we show up for
one another and make
sure children can still
experience joy during
the holidays.”

Pearcy will deliver
all donated items to
Firefly’s downtown
Indianapolis location,
ensuring gifts reach
families in time for the
holidays.

The Hamilton Coun-
ty Democratic Party
thanks all volunteers
and donors who
helped continue this
meaningful tradition
of service, compassion,
and community care.

To learn more about
how to get involved
with the Hamilton
County Democratic
Party, visit hamco-
demsin.org.

County Schools Recognized
by IHSAA for Sportsmanship

Five Hamilton Coun-
ty high schools were
recently recognized
by the Indiana High
School Athletic Asso-
ciation for their good
sportsmanship.

The IHSAA created
the Sportsmanship
/ Leadership pro-
gram designed to let
school administrators
monitor their results
routinely. Schools are
recognized based on
scores attained during
the season. Points are
deducted for ejections

of players, coaches,
administrators and
fans.

Hamilton County
schools listed as First
Team All-Sportsman-
ship (with no ejec-
tions) were: Sheridan,
Hamilton Heights and
Carmel.

County schools listed
as Honorable Mention
(with only one ejec-
tion) were: Fishers,
Hamilton Southeast-
ern and University.

“We want to ac-
knowledge and con-
gratulate those schools
who have exemplified
sportsmanship as indi-
cated by their sports-
manship scores,”
ITHSAA Assistant Com-
missioner Jane Schott
said. “By recognizing
schools at the end of
season, we hope this
encourages schools
to celebrate those
programs who show
exemplary sportsman-
ship.”

Carmel Composting Program
Offers Residents Discount

Carmel residents are
eligible for discount-
ed participation in a
community compost-
ing program as part
of a new partnership
prompted by City lead-
ership.

Through the part-
nership with Earth
Mama, the City is pro-
viding residents with
a simple, convenient
way to adopt more
sustainable practices,
reducing the volume
of organic material
that enters landfills
and lowering methane
emissions in a way
that supports Carmel’s
Climate Action Plan
goals.

Carmel residents will
receive a $5 month-
ly discount on the

standard residential
subscription fee of $20
per month.

Lane Young, Direc-
tor of Utilities, said the
program was prompt-
ed by resident interest
expressed at various
community engage-
ment opportunities,
with the partnership
taking into consider-
ation residents’ desire
for a cost-effective
program.

“Food waste rep-
resents a significant
portion of Carmel’s
solid-waste stream
and contributes to ris-
ing landfill costs and
greenhouse-gas emis-
sions,” Young said.
“Increasing access to
curbside composting
aligns with Carmel’s

sustainability initia-
tives.”

How the Partner-
ship Works:

Earth Mama pro-
vides Carmel residents
with composting
materials, education
on composting, pickup
of food waste, compost
processing and cus-
tomer service.

Carmel residents
automatically receive a
$5 per-month dis-
count at enrollment.
(The approximate 100
residents who already
subscribe to Earth Ma-
ma’s services will also
receive the discount.)

Earth Mama will
provide metrics such
as subscriber counts
and pounds of organic
waste diverted to the
City annually.

children who are U.S.
citizens and born
from Jan. 1, 2025, to
Dec. 31, 2028. Visit
trumpaccounts.gov for
details.

Income from pay-
ment apps and online
sales

All income from
part-time work, gig
activities or sales of
goods and services is
taxable. Form 1099-
K, Payment Card and
Third Party Network
Transactions, will be
issued by payment
card companies for

any amount and by
payment apps and
online marketplaces
when payments exceed
$20,000 and more
than 200 transactions
occur for the year.

Digital assets report-
ing requirements

Taxpayers who
bought, sold or re-
ceived digital assets,
including cryptocur-
rency, stablecoins
or NFT, must report
those transactions.
Some taxpayers may
receive Form 1099-DA
from brokers. Regard-

less, all taxpayers must
answer the digital as-
set question on Form
1040 and report any
related income, gains,
or losses. Visit Digital
Assets for more infor-
mation.

Get ready now

Take a few steps
today, reviewing tax
law changes, gathering
documents and using
online tools, to help
ensure a smoother less
stressful experience
when filing taxes in
2026.

Disabled Hoosiers, Seniors Property
Tax Credits Deadline January 15

Blind and disabled
Hoosiers and seniors
should apply for prop-
erty tax credits by Jan.
15, 2026 to ensure they
receive the benefits
they are due, said State
Sen. Scott Baldwin
(R-Noblesville).

Blind and disabled
Hoosiers are now
eligible for the more
generous $125 Blind/
Disabled Credit, rather
than the Blind/Dis-
abled Deduction, and
should apply by Jan.
15, 2026, even if they
were previously receiv-
ing the deduction, in
order to ensure there is
no disruption in receiv-
ing it. Eligible Hoosiers
can download the
application form here
or contact their local
county auditor’s office
for assistance.

Hoosiers over 65 can
download the one-page
application for prop-
erty tax credits here or
contact their county
auditor’s office to re-
ceive an application.

Thanks to the
passage of historic
property tax relief in
Senate Enrolled Act
1, which is estimated
to save homeowners
$1.3 billion over the
next three years, the
Over 65 Deduction was
switched to a more
generous Over 65
Credit of $150, mean-
ing all eligible property
owners will experience
savings even if their bill
is at the property tax
cap. SEA 1-2025 also
removed the maximum

assessed value limit to
receive this credit.

SEA 1-2025 also
expanded eligibility to
help seniors who did
not previously qualify
for the Over 65 Circuit
Breaker Credit, which
prevents property tax
liability on qualified
homestead property
from increasing more
than 2% compared
to prior year tax li-
ability. Specifically,
the law removed the
assessed-value limit
for a home to qualify,
and it increased the
income limit for the
Circuit Breaker credit
to $60,000 for individ-
uals and $70,000 for
couples.

Hoosiers over 65 are
encouraged to apply
for these credits before
Jan. 15, 2026 in order
to receive the credits
beginning with proper-
ty taxes paid in calen-
dar year 2026, even if
they were previously
receiving the benefit, in
order to ensure there is
no disruption in receiv-
ing it.

To apply for the
Over 65 Circuit Break-
er Credit and Over 65
Credit:

« A filer must be
at least age 65 on or
before Dec. 31 of the
year prior to the year
in which the credit is
claimed.

« The application
must be filed with the
county auditor on or
before Jan. 15 of the
calendar year in which
the property taxes are
first due and payable.

» The application for
both the Over 65 Credit
and the Over 65 Circuit
Breaker Credit are on
the same form.

o The form — Ap-
plication for Senior
Citizen Property Tax
Benefits 43708 — can
be downloaded here.

+ An individual wish-
ing to claim one or both
of these credits must
file the application with
the county auditor and
provide documentation
necessary to substan-
tiate the individual’s
eligibility for the credit.

+ An individual who
remains eligible for the
credit(s) in the follow-
ing year is not required
to file a statement to
apply for the credit in
the following year.

Hoosiers should also
be advised that if they
receive one of these
credits in a particular
year and become inel-
igible for the credit in
the following year, they
must notify the auditor
of the county in which
the homestead is locat-
ed of the ineligibility no
later than 60 days after
the individual becomes
ineligible.

Hoosiers with ques-
tions about the ap-
plication process or
their eligibility should
contact their county
auditor’s office.

Baldwin represents
Senate District 20,
which includes Nobles-
ville, Carmel, Cicero
and unincorporated
areas of Hamilton
County.

RUSTY

Continued from Page 1

is doubtful that em-
ployers would, instead,
provide employees
with equivalent addi-
tional compensation,
so the thought that
these are really your
contributions is not a
fair assessment. In-
deed, they are contri-
butions which happen
to be tied to your earn-
ings level (to a cap),
for which employers
receive relief on their
corporate income tax,
and likely would not
make if not required by
law.

As you have noted,
Social Security has the
advantage of certainty,
something which is
lacking when it comes
to investing the equiv-
alent amounts in the
financial markets. And,
as you have hinted,
there exists a substan-
tial failure by future
American retirees to
save adequately for
their retirement, a
problem well known in

most financial circles.
Thus, the certainty of
Social Security makes
it a crucial part of
everyone’s retirement
planning — and it will
be there! Despite all
the angst attributed

to the current finan-
cial issues facing the
program, there is little
doubt that Social Secu-
rity is here to stay. The
question is - what re-
form is needed to make
the program fully sol-
vent for generations of
future Americans? The
Association of Mature
American Citizens has
developed a proposal
to sensibly reform So-
cial Security and avoid
the currently project-
ed 2033 date that the
SS Trust Funds are
expected to be depleted
(which will necessitate
an across-the-board
cut for everyone). We
have little doubt that
the reform needed will
happen (it would be
political suicide for
Congress if it did not),

and hopefully soon.
You can read about
AMAC’s proposed solu-
tion at this link: www.
amac.us/social-securi-
ty-guarantee.

Again, thank you
for your feedback and
commentary. Please
know that we very
much appreciate your
thoughts and are al-
ways willing to discuss
these issues.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. Russell Gloor
is the, National Social
Security Advisor at the
AMAC Foundation, the
non-profit arm of the
Association of Mature
American Citizens. To
submit a question, visit
our website (amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org.
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with Ken Thompson

With the Big Ten
Conference’s career
assists record in his
possession and Bob-
by Hurley’s NCAA
standard seeming-
ly reachable with a
minimum of 19 games
to play in his career,
it’s time to recognize
Braden Smith as one
of the greatest to wear
a Purdue basketball
uniform.

Many Boilermaker
fans already regard
Smith as the best point
guard in school histo-
ry. But it’s time for the
Purdue athletic ad-
ministration to make a
statement.

Purdue was under-
standably reluctant to
retire a player’s num-
ber for many years
when NCAA rules
limited jersey numbers
to 0-5, 10-15, 20-25,
30-35, 40-45 and 50-
55. No one wants to
be shoe-horned into a
situation like the New
York Yankees, whose
40-man roster has
players wearing num-
bers ranging from 73
to 98 because the team
has retired 22 uniform
numbers.

But now that the
NCAA has lifted that
restriction — freshman
Omer Mayer wears No.
17, while walk-ons Aar-
on Fine, Sam King and
Jack Lusk don Nos.
6,7 and 9 — there’s
no more excuse not
to honor Smith, Rick
Mount, Glenn Robin-
son, Zach Edey, John
Wooden and Terry
Dischinger.

Let’s make the ar-
gument for those six
Boilermakers.

3

Braden Smith

Put aside the 900
assists after Wednes-
day night’s home game
against Washington,
Smith has played a
large role in another
number.

Fifth-ranked Pur-
due’s 89-73 victory at
Wisconsin was the se-
nior class’ 100th in 124
career games. Smith
and classmates Trey
Kaufman-Renn and
Fletcher Loyer, along
with Edey, have been
a part of a historical
stretch of Boilermaker
basketball. Since the
start of the 2021-22
season, Purdue has
been ranked No. 1
more than any team in
the country (13 weeks).
It is the first Big Ten
school to be ranked
No. 1 in the country in
three straight seasons
(2021-22, 2022-23,
2023-24).

“He’s special, he’s
elite. He passes bet-
ter than anybody in
college basketball,”
Purdue coach Matt
Painter said following
the Wisconsin victory.
“It’s amazing he didn’t
have another high-ma-
jor offer, because he’s a
winner.”

Smith set the Purdue
career assists record
as a junior and is 177
shy of former Duke
star Bobby Hurley’s
total of 1,076. Thanks
to the Braden Smith
Assist Tracker (www.
bradenassists.com),
the Indiana Mr. Bas-

ketball from Westfield
would have to average
9.31 assists per game
if Purdue plays just its
17 remaining regular
season games, 1 Big
Ten Tournament game
and 1 NCAA Tourna-
ment game. Smith was
averaging a nation’s
best 9.64 assists en-
tering the Washington
game. Playing two

Big Ten Tournament
games and three NCAA
Tournament contests
lowers that minimum
average to 8.04.

“It’s a very historical
league. You look back
for a long, long time,
there have been a lot
of great players, a lot
of great players at that
position,” Painter said.
“To break that record
and still have 17 Big
Ten games and the Big
Ten Tournament and
the NCAA Tourna-
ment in front of you,
it speaks volumes to
what he’s been able to
accomplish.”

A second Final Four
in three seasons, a
second consecutive
Bob Cousy Award and
a repeat of last sea-
son’s Big Ten Player of
the Year Award would
be the final argument
in favor of ensuring no
one again wears No. 3.

10

Rick Mount

Mount turned 79 this
week, and even though
he still looks like he
could make a shot
from 30 feet, time re-
mains undefeated. The
greatest scorer in Pur-
due history deserves
to know that officially
no one will wear his
number again.

The relationship
between Mount and
Purdue hasn’t always
been good, but Painter
has played a big role in
welcoming Mount back
into the fold. Showing
respect for his accom-
plishments no doubt
played a part in the
reconciliation.

Averaging 32.3
points a game over
his three-year career
(freshmen were not
eligible in Mount’s
era), Mount helped put
Purdue in the national
spotlight by leading the
Boilermakers to the
1969 national cham-
pionship game against
UCLA and Lew Alcin-
dor, now known as
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.

Mount was a two-
time consensus
All-American and led
the Big Ten in scoring
with a record 35.4
average. For some
reason, he is not in
the Naismith Memo-
rial Basketball Hall of
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From Braden Smith to Rick Mount, Time

Photos courtesy Purdue
Athletics
Braden Smith

Fame.
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John Wooden and
Glenn Robinson

I used the New York
Yankees reference
earlier because they
managed to retire the
same number twice:
the No. 8 of Bill Dickey
and Yogi Berra.

The playing careers
of Wooden and Rob-
inson were separat-
ed by more than 60
years but their roles in
putting Purdue in the
national spotlight were
similar.

Wooden was a three-
time All-American and
national player of the
year in 1932, when
Purdue was honored
with a mythical nation-
al championship seven
years before the birth
of the NCAA Tourna-
ment. Wooden was the
first man inducted into
the Naismith Hall of
Fame twice, as a player
in 1960 and for his
coaching achievements
at UCLA in 1973.

Purdue’s official
athletic website de-
clares that “Glenn
Robinson dominated
the competition like no
other athlete in Purdue
history.”

After sitting out his
freshman season for
academic reasons,
Robinson led the Big
Ten at 25.5 points per
game as a sophomore.

His final season at
Purdue was one to
remember. He was
the consensus nation-
al player of the year,
including receiving
the Wooden Award
from Wooden. Robin-
son led the nation in
scoring at 30.3 points
per game. He is the
only Big Ten player to
score more than 1,000
points in a single
season.

15

Zach Edey

From the 436th
best player in the
2020 recruiting class
to two-time National
Player of the Year, the
7-4 center left Purdue
after four seasons with
a school record 2,516
points. He was the
first player since Oscar
Robertson in 1960
to lead the nation in
scoring and make the
Final Four.

Edey also was a
two-time winner of the
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
Award as the nation’s
top center and the
Pete Newell Award as

Visit us online:
thetime524-7.comA

Terry Dischinger

the nation’s top post
player.

43

Terry Dischinger

A worthy peer of
Oscar Robertson, Jerry
West, Jerry Lucas and
Walt Bellamy — all four
in the Naismith Hall
of Fame individually
— Dischinger started
alongside them on
the first U.S. Olym-
pic “Dream Team” in
1960. Dischinger is
technically a Naismith
Hall of Famer, since
the 1960 gold medal-
ists were elected as a
team in 2010.

Lucas and West got
to see Dischinger dom-
inate the Big Ten first
hand. From 1959 to
1962, the Terre Haute
native averaged 28.3
points per game and
a school record 13.7
rebounds per game.
Dischinger also set the
Purdue record with
713 made free throws.

A three-time first-
team All-Big Ten
selection like Wooden
and Mount, Dischinger
was a consensus first-
team All-American as
a junior and a senior.
He went on to beat out
John Havlicek for the
1963 NBA Rookie of
the Year award.

¥’

Glenn Robinson

Noteworthy

Here’s a statistic that
bears watching. With
senior center Oscar
Cluff (12 points, 11
rebounds) and Smith
(14 points, 12 assists)
each recording dou-
ble-doubles against
Wisconsin, Purdue has
had 15 double-doubles
in its first 14 games.
Last year’s team had
14 double-doubles in a
36-game season. ...

Anyone worried who
will step into Loyer’s
shoes as the main
3-point threat in 2026-
27 should have been
heartened by Jack
Benter’s recent stretch
against Marquette, Au-
burn and Kent State.

Traditional Services
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to Retire Numbers

Zach Edey
The redshirt fresh-
man was 6 of 6 from
3-point range against
Kent State to match
the school record
held by Jaden Ivey
against Butler in 2022
and Dakota Mathias
vs. Fairfield in 2017.
Benter was 10 of 10
from behind the arc
over a three-game
stretch that included
Marquette (1 of 1) and
then-No. 21 Auburn (3
of 3).

Kenny Thompson is
the former sports editor
for the Lafayette Jour-
nal & Courier and an
award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered
Purdue athletics for
many years.
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Photo courtesy Community First Bank
From left, Jonathon Malin, SVP Chief Commercial Banking Officer and Scott
Hammersley, SVP Commercial Loan Group Manager.

Community First Wins Statewide Award

Community First Bank of Indiana
was recently recognized as the In-
diana Statewide Certified Develop-
ment Corporation Small Business
Lender of the Year for 2025. This
honor celebrates CFB’s ongoing
commitment to supporting local
businesses and fostering economic
growth throughout Indiana.

This year’s award marks anoth-
er milestone in CFB’s history of
service to small businesses, having
previously earned the Small Busi-
ness Lender of the Year title in
2014, 2016, and 2022, and being

named runner-up in 2024. The

ISCDC award recognizes institu-
tions that make a significant impact
through the SBA 504 loan program,
which helps small business owners
access affordable financing for real
estate, buildings, and equipment.

CFB’s dedication to local re-
investment is at the heart of its
mission. By partnering with small
businesses, CFB not only provides
essential financial resources but
also reinvests in the neighborhoods
it serves, supporting the growth of
local businesses and strengthening
the community.

Witham’s First Baby Born Jan. 2

Welcome B8aby!
Beshir

Birthday

Weight
|2 [2016

Slb Aoz

Time

919 am

Length
/9in

Congratulations to
Aissata Mbaye and
Abou Ngaide on the
birth of their baby
boy on Friday, Jan. 2,
2026. Beshir Ngaide
was born at 9:19
a.m. weighing 5 lbs.
and 12 oz. and is 19
inches long. Beshir is
welcomed home by
siblings Fatimata, Ab-
dulay and Aissata.

As the first baby of
the new year born at
Witham, the family
was presented with
gifts from local busi-
nesses that totaled
more than $2,000 in
gift cards and items.

Thank you to the fol-
lowing merchants for
their generous dona-

Photo courtesy Witham Health Services
From left, Abou, Aissata and Beshir with the gifts donated by businesses.

tions to the first baby
and his family:

American Legion
Post 113 Lebanon

Anytime Fitness
Lebanon

Arni’s of Lebanon

Backroads BBQ

Boone County Cake
Co.

Boone County
Chamber

Boone County Solid
Waste Management
District

Chick-fil-A Whites-
town

Daisy’s Designs

Donaldson’s Finer
Chocolates

Ellis Jewelers

Fraternal Order of
Eagles Lebanon 2062

Freckles Graphics

Glow Hous

Greek’s Pizzeria

Hachette Book
Group

Home National Bank

Kay Jewelers

Minute Print It

Mounts Flowers &
Gifts

The Heart of Leba-
non

The UPS Store

Titus Bakery

Waterfall’s Edge
Gift Shop & Pavilion
Boutique

Whitestown Metro-
politan Police Depart-
ment

Witham Family
YMCA

Witham Health Ser-
vices Maternity Center

CHALLENGE

Continued from Page 1

on some days as he
prepared for the
London 2 Brighton
Ultra Challenge,

a 100-kilometer
race he completed
on Memorial Day
weekend.

Weaver says he loves
to watch Pokagon’s
various habitats
change through the
seasons. One of his
favorite spots in the
park is the marsh near
the saddle barn, from
late February to early
March.

“One day it’s pretty
quiet, and the next,
the cacophony of
emerging frogs calling

is almost deafening,”
he said.

Another aspect that
keeps Weaver going,
according to park
interpretive naturalist
Aimee Wentworth,
is all the interesting
people he meets on the
trails.

“He has been known
to help hikers find
their way and has even
hiked with many,” she
said.

In addition to his
Pokagon hikes and
runs, Weaver has
also completed the
challenges at Indiana
Dunes, Turkey
Run, Shades, Clifty

Falls, Spring Mill,
Charlestown, and
Ouabache state parks.
Having hiked over
2,600 miles in 2025,
one of his future goals
is to complete the
challenge at Brown
County State Park.

Pokagon State Park
(on.IN.gov/Pokagon)
is at 450 Lane 100
Lake James, Angola,

46703.

For more
information on any
challenge mentioned,
see on.IN.gov/parks-
challenges, where you
can download maps
and plan your visit.
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Beck Selected as First Distinguished Alumni

Hamilton Heights
is proud to honor Mr.
Lawrence “Sonny” Beck
as our inaugural Distin-
guished Alumni honor-
ee. A 1958 graduate of
Jackson Central High
School, Mr. Beck has
spent his life growing far
more than crops — he
has cultivated a legacy of
leadership, innovation,
and service that has
shaped agriculture, ed-
ucation, and the Hamil-
ton Heights community.

As CEO of Beck’s
Hybrids, Mr. Beck
guided the company’s
expansion into the larg-
est family-owned retail
seed company in the
United States and the
third-largest seed brand
overall. His influence
extends across the agri-
cultural industry, with
leadership roles in the
American Seed Trade
Association, Indiana
Crop Improvement
Association, and U.S.
Grains Council.

Mr. Beck’s commit-
ment to education is
equally remarkable.

He served 20 years on
the Hamilton Heights
School Board and con-
tinues to impact future
generations through

his service as a Purdue
University Trustee. His
distinguished honors
include the Sagamore

of the Wabash, Indiana
Historical Society Living
Legend recognition, and
an Honorary Doctorate
of Agriculture from Pur-
due University.

A dedicated philan-
thropist, Mr. Beck is a
longtime supporter of

ref

Hamilton
Heights School
News

8 Dr. Derek Arrowood

youth and education
throughout Hamilton
County. His service also
extends to faith and civic
leadership, including a
decade as chairman of
the Emmanuel Lutheran
Church Council. His life
is a testament to servant
leadership, visionary
growth, and unwaver-
ing commitment to his
community. Mr. Beck’s
model of excellence is

a source of pride for

the Hamilton Heights
family.

“Sonny Beck exempli-
fies the values we strive
to instill in every Ham-
ilton Heights graduate—
leadership, service, and
a deep commitment to
community,” said Dr.
Derek Arrowood, Super-
intendent of Hamilton
Heights School Corpo-
ration. “We are honored
to recognize his extraor-
dinary legacy as our first
Distinguished Alumni
honoree.”

The community is
invited to celebrate Mr.
Beck’s enduring impact
at a special ceremony
on Friday, January
30, in the Hamilton
Heights High School
media center. Dinner
($10) begins at 6 p.m.,

Lawrence “Sonny”
Beck

followed by the recogni-
tion program at 7 p.m.
Please RSVP for dinner,
contact Mitch Street at
mstreet@hhschuskies.
org or 317-984-3551, ext.
1091 by Friday, January
16. Mr. Beck will also be
honored during Winter
Homecoming at half-
time of the boys’ varsity
basketball game, where
the Huskies will host
the Tipton Blue Devils.
This event is proudly
presented by the Hamil-
ton Heights Educational
Foundation (HHEF),
Title Sponsor of the
Distinguished Alumni
Program.

Dr. Derek Arrowood is
the Superintendent of the
Hamilton Heights School
Corporation. His columns
appear periodically in The
Times.

Carmel to Host 81" Annual

The City of Carmel will
host its 8th annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Commemoration
on Monday, Jan. 12,
2026, at 7 p.m. This free,
community-wide event
is dedicated to honoring
the enduring legacy of
Dr. King through music,
performance and inspi-
rational readings.

The commemoration
will take place at the
Tarkington Theater
within Allied Solutions
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, located at 3
Carter Green.

“Dr. King’s message
of justice, equality and
peace remains profound-
ly relevant today,” said
Mayor Sue Finkam.
“This annual event is a
cherished opportunity
for our entire community
to come together, reflect
on his contributions and
commit ourselves to
upholding the principles
to which he dedicated his
life. We invite everyone
to join us for an evening
of powerful and uplifting
programming.”

Program and Partici-
pants

The 2026 program will
feature a diverse array
of community members
and performers, includ-
ing:

Remarks: Mayor Sue
Finkam, Ashaar Madni
from the Mayor’s Ad-
visory Commission on
Human Relations and
Pavel Polanco-Safadit,
Executive Director of
Amigos, The Richmond
Latino Center.

Artistic Performances:
Musical selections and
original poetry delivered
by talented local actors
and musicians.

Community Involve-
ment: Participation from
Carmel Sister Cities
representatives and the
ceremonial presentation
of colors by the Carmel
VFW Post 10003 Honor
Guard.

The City encourages all
residents and members
of the surrounding areas
to attend this significant
tribute.

Thanks to the follow-
ing people for your con-

MLK Event

tributions to this event.

Mayor Sue Finkam

Artist Development
Company

Alia Blackburn —
Fox59 Anchor, event
emcee

Carmel Sister Cities
representatives

Carmel VFW Post
10003 Honor Guard

Blair Clark — Artistic
Director

Reverend George Davis
— Carmel Police Chaplain

Jon Harris — musician,
actor

Lily Hirschfeld — sing-
er

India Latimore — musi-
cian, actress

Ashhar Madni — May-
or’s Advisory Commis-
sion on Human Relations

Jackie Owens — musi-
cian, actor

Pavel Polanco-Safa-
dit — Executive Director,
Amigos, The Richmond
Latino Center

Marrialle Sellers —
musician

Edward Strickling —
actor

Erica Thompson — mu-
sician, actress
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and hat.

Player Evaluations:

date.

Providing an affordable and
positive baseball experience
for all young men ages 13-18

The 2026 Noblesville Babe Ruth Baseball Season begins
April 13, 2026 and ends on June 17, 2026.
(You do not need to be a Noblesville resident as we welcome
ball players from surrounding communities).

There will be two Leagues: 13-15 year old Competitive League and
16-18 year old Competitive League.

Both 13-15 League and 16-18 League will begin play on April 13, 2026.
A double-elimination tournament will be played June 7-17, 2026.
*Note: Dates subject to change due to weather or unforeseen circumstances.

Registration Fee: 2026 Noblesville Babe Ruth Baseball registration fee is
$199 (plus processing fee applied at checkout) and includes team jersey

13-15 year old players new to Noblesville Babe Ruth
Baseball or 13-15 year old players wishing to re-enter the team draft need
to attend the player evaluation session scheduled for March 14, 2026 from
2 pm-4 pm at Noblesville High School. *More details to be provided at a later

Register today at:

noblesvillebaberuthbaseball.sportsengine-prelive.com

Interested in supporting our young men and helping with continued
upgrades to our facility? Sponsor opportunities are still available!
Email nbrbcommunications@gmail.com for more information.




