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	▪TODAY’S VERSE

	▪HAMILTON HAPPENINGS      

Whether the Red Cross or Versiti, 
officials are explaining that blood 
supplies are critical. Did you know 
that collecting blood has become 
increasingly challenging. Accord-
ing to our friends at Versiti, only 
about 3 percent of the popula-
tion donates blood, yet nearly 70 
percent of people will need blood 
in their lifetime. Every successful 
blood drive matters more than 
ever, and your efforts truly make 
a difference for patients and 
families in our community. Ver-
siti is currently booking the 2026 
schedule and are in urgent need of 
additional blood drives during the 
winter months, when donations 
are traditionally lowest. If you are 
interested in having a blood drive, 
please reach out Jennie Bean at 
jbean@versiti.org

	▪ADOPT A PET TOAST

Toast has a face you just can’t 
say no to! This 1-year-old, male 
Labrador Retriever mix has been 
available for adoption at the Hu-
mane Society for Hamilton Coun-
ty (HSHC) since 3/16/26.  This 
playful guy is bursting with energy, 
and he loves getting pets, sniff-
ing around, and of course, play-
ing with his toys. To meet Toast, 
please fill out an adoption applica-
tion at hamiltonhumane.com/adopt 
to set up a meet and greet.

Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
LORD, my strength, and my redeem-
er.

	▪JOKE OF THE DAY
Why don’t drivers eat before the 
race?

So they don’t get Indy-gestion!

	▪QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We all have two lives. The sec-
ond one starts when we realize 
we only have one.”

Confucius

Property taxes are due today. It 
always makes me so happy to 
write that check for a house that 
needs work while seeing govern-
ment buildings all new and spar-
kly. So happy.

	▪THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

1. Indiana Governor Mike Braun joined Eli Lilly and Company recently to celebrate a major expansion at the company’s 
Lebanon campus, including the opening of Lilly Lebanon Advanced Therapies – its first dedicated genetic medicine 
manufacturing facility – and additional investments across its Indiana operations. Lilly’s latest commitment brings its 

total planned capital investments in Indiana to more than $21 billion since 2020, further solidifying the state’s position as a 
global leader in life sciences, advanced manufacturing and innovation. This builds on Gov. Braun’s recent announcement of 
a $1 billion, 10-year life sciences initiative focused on creating 100,000 new jobs within plant, animal and human health. The 
Lebanon site, located within the state’s LEAP Innovation District, plays a central role in Indiana’s strategy to grow next-gen-
eration industries and attract transformational investment. Lilly Lebanon Advanced Therapies will support both clinical and 
commercial production of advanced medicines, including genetic therapies designed to address disease at its source.

2. ParaPsyCon 7, a massive Paranormal and Psychic Convention, is slated for May 15-17 in Mansfield, Ohio’s famed Ohio 
State Reformatory. OSR gained international notoriety 30 years ago starring as Shawshank Prison and continues to 
grow in popularity. The site for countless hauntings, apparations and paranormal investigations, the prison is cited as 

“most haunted” and “scariest places” in America by the Travel Channel and other sources. Wall-to-wall psychics, paranormal 
teams, celebrities, Bigfoot and cryptid researchers, UFO investigators, authors, healers and vendors offering stones, crystals, 
jewelry, tarot and more will fill ParaPsyCon 7. Q&A panels and speakers present on topics ranging from cryptids and UFOs to 
wraiths, hauntings, psychics and mediums and other mysteries of the paranormal and unexplained. Details and event tickets 
are available at Parapsycon.com

3. As the Indianapolis International Airport puts a strong spring-break travel period in its rearview mirror, it is now look-
ing ahead to welcoming fans from around the world to the greatest spectacle in racing, and gearing up for a summer 
packed with new routes, a new airline, more flights and heavy passenger travel. The airport had 403,000 passengers fly 

through the Indy airport during spring break 2026 and March 2026 was the second-highest capacity month in IND’s history. 
The terminal is now decked out and ready to welcome hundreds of thousands of fans from across the country and around the 
world for the Indianapolis 500 race.

By The Numbers, a look at what’s in the news . . . by the numbers.These are just numbers, not suggestions that they 
mean more or less than what they are. We do not suggest that one number is connected to another. These are simply 
facts with no extraneous details, bias or slanted reporting. To borrow (and perhaps mangle a bit) a quote from legend-
ary fictional detective Joe Friday, it’s just the numbers, ma’am!

Imagine if you will another dimension, another time. You’re traveling through another dimen-
sion – a dimension not only of sight and sound but of mind. A journey into a wondrous land whose 
boundaries are that of imagination. That’s a signpost up ahead: your next stop: the Twilight Zone! 
And believe it or not, today, May 11, is a day when we can wander back into that old dimension. 
It’s a day where we can remember Rod Serling, standing in living black-and-white on our small 
screens in our living room every Friday night. Yes friends, today, is that day to remember, a day 
when we can wander into the Twilight Zone . . . by the numbers!

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS

It was a Friday and CBS premiered a 
new show that featured a man with 
dark hair, dark eyebrows and a ciga-
rette in his hand. Rod Serling intro-
duced us all to the beginning of a five 
season run that ended in 1964.

10-2-59

Let’s Take a Trip Into the Twilight Zone

There appears to be a day for everything and 
May 11 is Twilight Zone Day. We’re not sure 
why, but we sure enjoy the trip into another 
time and dimension!

5-11

Serling was 39-years-old when the show debuted. As a child, 
he loved to listen to radio, especially some of the old drama 
and thriller shows. He graduated from Binghampton Central 
High School in New York.

39

The day after his high school graduation, Serling chose 
to enlist in the U.S. Army rather than go to college. 
He ended up serving in the 511th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment.

1943

Serling was only 64 inches tall 
– five foot four.64

He may have been small, but he 
had 17 boxing bouts, competing 
as a flyweight.

17
The number of episodes of the Twilight Zone, 
running from Oct. 2, 1059 to June 19, 1964.

156

The Twilight Zone has had 
three remakes – taking place 
in 1985, 2002 and 2019.

3
Each episode was approximately 25 
minutes in length. However, season 
four of five expanded to one hour.

25

Of the 156 episodes, Serling wrote more than half – 92 – of them.92
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Andy Takes Us Back for International Nurses Day

At the time of this pub-
lishing, tomorrow, May 
12th is International 
Nurses Day. 

Working in the archives 
at a museum dedicated to 
a reporter who document-
ed people’s daily lives, it’s 
easier to discuss a specific 
government program, 
time, or issue through the 
eyes of someone who expe-
rienced it. 

Most people come to 
museums expecting to see 
a collection of artifacts. 
Among the many time 
period pieces, are items 
that make the visitor pause 
and reflect. In many ways, 
a museum is a collection of 
biographies. 

At the Ernie Pyle WWII 
Museum in Dana, the 
archives have one such 
biography: a 1944 Cadet 
Nurse Corp (CNC) blouse 
donated on behalf of Ms. 
Betty Williams, one of the 
first women to participate 
in a government program 
to train nurses during 
World War II (WWII).  

Betty Lou Williams was 
born in Indianapolis in 
1926. During her infan-
cy, her family moved to 
a farm in Odon, IN, a 
town west of what is now 
Crane Naval Center. She 
spent her childhood in 
school, helping with farm 
chores and raising her 
dog, Spitz. She graduated 
from Odon-Madison High 
School in 1944. 

It’s hard to fathom that 
during the US involvement 
in WWII the American war 
effort, the US went from 
100,000 people in uni-
form, to over sixteen mil-
lion. During the five years 
of CNC’s existence, more 
nurses were pinned than 
there were military service 
members prior to 1941.  

We can learn a lot about 
Betty as a person based 
on the CNC requirements. 
Candidates were to be 

between 17-35 years of age, 
of good moral character, fit 
and have good grades.  

Motivations varied, but 
in many interviews later 
conducted by Case West-
ern University, women in 
the program cited that the 
chance to wear a uniform, 
free college, free tuition 
room and board, a chance 
to make more than being 
an office clerk and a desire 
to help people, as main 
motivators. 

One feature of Ohio Sen-
ator Frances Bolton’s 1943 
Nurse Training Senate Bill 
was the prohibition against 
racial discrimination. CNC 
was five years ahead of the 
formal armed forces’ in-
tegration. While numbers 
are not fully known, Case 
Western University, in the 
same study, estimated four 
thousand minorities were 
pinned over five years.  

Betty was trained through 
Union Hospital’s program 
in Terre Haute under the 
watchful eye of Bessie 
Small. The collection of 
ID cards and photographs 
from that time have been a 
godsent to archivists. She 
completed the program 
with top grades. 

Eventually, she went on 
to a career in rural medi-
cine starting in Oden and 
then went to work at IU 
Medical for cancer re-
search and treatment. She 
married and had a family. 
It was her daughter Lisa 
Hall, who donated the 
artifacts to the Pyle Muse-
um where eventually they 
will be on display by this 
summer.  

Recently, during a visit 
to the Ernie Pyle WWII 
Museum by Governor 
Mike Braun, Ms. Wil-
liam’s nurses’ blouse was 
put out on display. Even 
Gov. Braun didn’t realize 
Union Hospital had such 
a program. When I asked 
how her mother might feel 
with the Governor learning 

about her, Lisa stated,” 
my mother would be so 
proud, and probably a little 
embarrassed.”  

As a post-script to this 
article: in researching 
this program I discovered 
that in December of 2025, 
a federal law was signed 
designating nurses who 
served in the CNC during 
1943-1948 and discharged 
honorably, to be consid-

ered active duty military 
and eligible for VA bene-
fits including the famous 
white gravestone, and 
burial in Arlington.  

Andy Chandler is a 
presidential historian and 
a museum archivist at 
Candles Holocaust Muse-
um in Terre Haute and the 
Ernie Pyle WW II Museum 
in Dana Ind.

ANDY 
CHANDLER

Columnist

Photos courtesy Betty’s daughter Lisa Hall
Betty Williams is at the top in the center.

Betty Williams, November 1944

The May 1946 pinning ceremony. Betty is 
third from left.

Photo courtesy Andy Chandler 

Gov. Mike Braun with Betty’s uniform.

Public Notices

APC Meeting
This notice is to inform you the meeting to be held by the Town of 

Sheridan Advisory Plan Commission on May 21, 2026, 6:30 PM, at the Sheridan 
Community Center, 300 E. 6th Street, Sheridan has been cancelled. 

Sheridan Advisory Plan Commission
Jennifer Miller, Secretary

TL23268        5/11  1t   hspaxlp

BZA Public Notice
This notice is to inform you of a Public Hearing that will be held by the 

Town of Sheridan Board of Zoning Appeals on May 21, 2026, 5:30 PM, at the 
Sheridan Community Center, 300 E. 6th Street, Sheridan.  The hearing will 
discuss the following: 

a. 26-V-05 538 W 221st Street, Sheridan
The Petitioner requests Variance of Standard to allow an accessory structure 

within ten (10) feet of the Established Front Yard where none is permitted in the 
AG2: Agricultural Business District (Article 6.1 D 1). 

Planner : Kaitlin Ramirez kramirez@sheridan.in.gov
Written suggestions or objections may be submitted to the Sheridan 

Planning and Development Department at or before such a meeting held by the 
Town of Sheridan Board of Zoning Appeals.  People interested in presenting their 
views in person, written or verbally, shall have the opportunity to do so at the 
above-mentioned time and place. 

Hearings may be continued from time to time as found necessary by the 
Board of Zoning Appeals. A copy of the proposal is on file with the Department of 
Planning and Development at 506 S. Main Street and may be viewed during the 
regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. That file may also be viewed online 
at www.Sheridan.in.gov.

Sheridan Board of Zoning Appeals
Jennifer Miller, Secretary

TL23269        5/11  1t   hspaxlp

CICERO / JACKSON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

The Cicero/Jackson Township Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on May 
21st, 2026, at 7:00PM in the Cicero Town Hall located at 70 N Byron Street, 
Cicero, Indiana 46034, in order to hear the following petitions:

Docket No. BZA-0526-07-AG
A Development Standards Variance application has been submitted 

regarding the property located at 26791
Crooked Creek Rd, Arcadia,IN 46030 to:allow an accessory-structure-in 

front of-the primary structure. Whereas Article 7.5 Accessory Structure Standards 
(AS) ofthe Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning Ordinance states that an accessory 
structure shall only be located to the side or rear of the primary structure.

Docket No.BZA-0526-08-AG
A Development Standards Variance application has been submitted 

regarding the property located at 26791
Crooked Creek,Arcadia,IN 46030 to:allow an accessory structure to be 

constructed with a height of twenty-four {24) feet in an AG district.Whereas 
Article 3.1of the Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning

Ordinance states the maximum allowed height of an accessory structure in 
an AG district is (22) twenty-two feet.

Project Address: 26791 Crooked Creek, Arcadia, IN 46030
Legal Description: Acreage 7.52 Section 18, Township 20, Range 5
Parcel number: 03-03-18-00-00-013.005
The petition may be examined at the office of the Cicero/Jackson Township 

Plan Commission, 331 E. Jackson St., Cicero, IN 46034.
Interested parties may offer an oral opinion at the Hearing.Information 

related to this petition may be requested by emailing the Planning Director, Frank 
Zawadzki at fzawadzki@townofcicero.in.gov. Letters regarding the petitioner may 
be submitted via email or in person at 331 E Jackson Street, Cicero, IN 46034.

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found 
necessary. Petitioner’s Name: Robert & Leslie Andrews  Date 4/24/2026

TL23269        5/11  1t   hspaxlp

CICERO / JACKSON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

The Cicero/Jackson Township Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on May 
21st, 2026, at 7:00PM in the Cicero Town Hall located at 70 N Byron Street, 
Cicero, Indiana 46034, in order to hear the following petitions:

Docket No. BZA-0526-07-AG
A Development Standards Variance application has been submitted 

regarding the property located at 26791
Crooked Creek Rd, Arcadia,IN 46030 to: allow an accessory-structure in 

front of the primary structure. Whereas Article 7.5 Accessory Structure Standards 
(AS) of the Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning Ordinance states that an accessory 
structure shall only be located to the side or rear of the primary structure.

Docket No.BZA-0526-08-AG
A Development Standards Variance application has been submitted 

regarding the property located at 26791
Crooked Creek,Arcadia,IN 46030 to:allow an accessory structure to be 

constructed with a height of twenty-four (24) feet in an AG district.Whereas 
Article 3.1of the Cicero/Jackson Township Zoning

Ordinance states the maximum allowed height of an accessory structure in 
an AG district is (22) twenty-two feet.

Project Address: 26791 Crooked Creek, Arcadia, IN 46030
Legal Description: Acreage 7.52 Section 18, Township 20, Range 5
Parcel number: 03-03-18-00-00-013. 005
The petition may be examined at the office of the Cicero/Jackson Township 

Plan Commission, 331 E. Jackson St., Cicero, IN 46034.
Interested parties may offer an oral opinion at the Hearing. lnformation 

related to this petition may be requested by emailing the Planning Director, Frank 
Zawadzki at fzawadzki@townofcicero.in.gov. Letters regarding the petitioner may 
be submitted via email or in person at 331 E Jackson Street, Cicero, IN 46034.

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found 
necessary. Petitioner’s Name: Robert & Leslie Andrews  Date 4/24/2026

TL23270        5/11  1t   hspaxlp

	►FOR THE RECORD
For The Record is a public service and regular 
feature in The Noblesville Times. It is designed 
to tell you what is scheduled to happen and 
what actually does happen in meetings paid 
for with your tax dollars. The Times encour-
ages all citizens to take an active role in being 
involved in local government.

ELECTION BOARD MEETING
The Hamilton County Election Board will 
convene a public meeting at 11 am on May 15, 
2026, in the Clerk’s Office pursuant to Indiana 
Code 5-14-1-5.5.
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CASEY WILLIAMS
Columnist

2026 SUBARU OUTBACK XT IS THE SUPER COMFY ALL-TERRAIN 
TURBO WAGON THAT ELICITS NOSTALGIA OF VOLVOS PAST
Better than a Lamborghini toting a trailer, it takes kids to school and families on adventures

One of my favorite cars 
from the late 1980s/90s is 
the Volvo 740 Turbo Wag-
on, a car once compared 
in advertising to a Lambo-
rghini Countach hitching 
a trailer. For the time, it 
was fast, luxurious, and 
innately practical. It was 
understated and durable. 
Which, brings me to the 
car I’m driving this week: 
The redesigned 2026 Sub-
aru Outback Limited XT.

That XT is the import-
ant part as this Outback 
turbo has nearly a hun-
dred horsepower over the 
old brick-square Volvo 
and can run 0-60 mph 
in about 2 seconds less 
– not quite as fast as the 
V-12-powered Countach, 
but nipping the bumpers 
of late-80s Corvettes. 
Imagine an all-road WRX 
rally car with a cavernous 
trunk and penchant for 
off-grid camping.

By the numbers, the 
Outback’s 2.4-liter turbo-
charged four-cylinder en-
gine conjures 260 horse-
power and 277 lb.-ft. of 
torque – all routed to the 
standard all-wheel-drive 
system through a contin-
uously variable transmis-
sion. I don’t love CVTs, 
which are pretty revvy in 
non-turbo models, but 
are more subdued under 
a turbo’s torque. Shift 
through eight pre-set gear 
ratios with paddles for a 
more natural feel. Fuel 
economy is pretty frugal 
for a tall turbo wagon at 
21/29-MPG city/highway.

I suspect nobody will 
complain about the Out-
back XT’s performance 
on- or off-road, but the 
new fit is certainly gaining 
controversy. As Subaru 
discontinued the similar 
Legacy sedan, it had the 
opportunity to endow 
the Outback with more 
SUV style. That means a 
taller grille, squared body 
that would make a classic 
Volvo jealous, and liberal 
application of black plas-
tic. Our Limited includes 
19-inch black wheels, 8.7 

inches of ground clear-
ance and a roof rack rated 
for 800 lbs. of static load 
– enough to loft a pop-up 
tent sheltering a couple of 
campers.

Far less controversial is 
the new interior fronting 
a 12.1-inch infotainment 
screen with crisp graphics, 
quick start-up, and intui-
tive controls. Drivers get 
a fully digital instrument 
cluster. Harman Kardon 
audio provides sound the 
Outback deserves – as do 
wireless Apple CarPlay, 
Android Auto and console 
phone charging. Heated 
seats and steering wheel, 
dual-zone automatic 
climate control and sweet 
bovine leather upped the 
luxury. Enjoy the power 
moonroof on spring days 
and summer nights.

Much of the new Out-
back’s underlying archi-
tecture is shared with 
the previous generation. 
Passengers slide in slightly 
higher, but the view over 
the hood and windshield 
rake are more wagon than 
SUV. Outback fans can 
stand down; it’s still a 
wagon whether its sleek or 
looks like a Volvo had re-
lations with a Land Rover.

Being a Subaru, safety 
is still paramount. Be-
yond its body structure 
that’s expected to ace 
crash tests, active tech 
includes the automaker’s 
three-camera EyeSight 
system to enable adaptive 
cruise, automatic emer-

gency braking, lane keep 
assist, and lane-centering 
steering. It also employs 
blind spot warning, rear 
auto brake, and emergen-
cy evasive steering assist. 
I’d like it even better with 
a head-up display and 
hands-off cruising.

I’ve owned two previ-
ous-generation Outbacks, 
including our current 
2022 Outback Wilderness 
with the turbo. There’s 
also a 1989 Corvette in 
my garage. The Corvette 
will out-run the Outback 
at top end, but will not get 
away from it 0-60 mph. 
The Outback XT is a seri-
ously quick car that just 
happens to be an excellent 
family wagon no matter 
the trails you roam.

The Outback’s price has 
been steadily rising, now 
starting at just under 
$35,000. Our Limited 
with turbo and trimmings 
comes to $45,815. Infla-
tion adjusted, the old Vol-
vo started at $70,079 – or 
about a $25,000 discount 
with an extra hundred 
horsepower, fortified 
all-road capability and 
famous durability. Today’s 
competitors include the 
Ford Bronco Sport, Nissan 
Rogue, Toyota RAV4 and 
Volvo XC60.

Storm Forward!

Send comments to Casey 
at AutoCasey@aol.com; 
follow him on YouTube @
AutoCasey.

2026 Subaru Outback XT 
Five-passenger, AWD Crossover 
Powertrain: 2.4-liter T4, CVT 
Output: 260hp/277 lb.-ft. torque
Suspension f/r: Ind/Ind 
Wheels f/r: 19”/19” alloy 
Brakes f/r: disc/disc
Towing: 3,500 lbs. 
Fuel economy: 21/29 mpg city/hwy 
Assembly: Ota, Gunma, Japan 
Base/As-tested price: $34,995/45,815

LIKES

•	 UPDATED               
INFOTAINMENT

•	 ALL-ROAD            
CAPABILITY

•	 TURBO                    
ACCELERATION

DISLIKES

•	 CONTROVERSIAL 
STYLING

•	 NO HUD
•	 NO HANDS-OFF

Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  Public Notices Deadline: 11:00 a.m.  
2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thetimes24-7.com 2 Business Days Prior to Publication:  legals@thetimes24-7.com 

Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee Private Party Notices Submitted After Deadline May Be Subject To $25.00 Fee 
In Addition To The Cost Of The AdvertisementIn Addition To The Cost Of The Advertisement

County Courts Host Drug 
Treatment Court Graduation

Hamilton County’s Drug 
Treatment Court rec-
ognized four graduates 
during a ceremony held 
Thursday afternoon in 
the Historic Courthouse 
courtroom. The pro-
gram provides a treat-
ment-based alternative 
for nonviolent offenders 
working to overcome sub-
stance use disorder.

Among the graduates was 
Kimber Osborne, who has 
been sober since August 
27, 2024. Osborne began 
using opiates as a teenager 
and spent years navigat-
ing addiction and multi-
ple treatment attempts. 
After relapsing during the 
pandemic and facing three 
arrests in three months, 
she entered the program 
ready for change.

“I was scared in the 
beginning – it was so 
hard,” says Osborne. “But 
I needed the structure 
and accountability. This 
program, along with my 
sponsor and support 
system, helped me surren-
der and truly commit to 

recovery.”

Osborne is now working, 
pursuing an MBA in Busi-
ness at Indiana Wesleyan 
University, and plans to 
continue participating in 
recovery groups.

Jason Landers also 
graduated after achieving 
sobriety in August 2024 
following his arrest two 
months prior. Landers 
describes his life before 
entering the program 
as chaotic and isolating, 
marked by substance use 
that led to legal trouble 
and instability.

“When I was arrested, 
I actually felt relieved,” 
Landers says. “I had no 
hope and no way out. This 
program gave me a chance 
when I didn’t think I’d get 
one.”

Landers embraced the 
program’s structure, com-
mitting fully to therapy, 
meetings, and personal 
growth. Early morning 
meetings helped him 
connect with others in 

recovery, and today, he 
continues to stay involved 
in the recovery communi-
ty, serving as a sponsor.

“You have to be willing to 
change your whole mind-
set,” Landers says. “This 
isn’t just about getting out 
of legal trouble. It’s about 
changing your life.”

Participants in Drug 
Treatment Court commit 
to intensive supervision, 
substance use treatment, 
random drug testing, 
home visits, and education 
or employment require-
ments. The program 
typically takes 18 to 24 
months to complete and is 
designed to support long-
term recovery.

“The graduates’ success 
reflects their commitment 
to change and the effec-
tiveness of the program,” 
said Superior Court 
Judge David Najjar, who 
oversees the program. 
“This program truly helps 
individuals rebuild their 
lives.”

From left, Kimber Osborne, Judge David Najjar and Jason Landers

Sheridan Students Excel at Art Show
On Tuesday, May 5, 

students from all three 
schools of Sheridan Com-
munity Schools showed off 
their creative side at the 
2nd Annual District Art 
Show. Artwork was dis-
played at Sheridan High 
School for students, staff, 
and family alike to see and 
cherish the creativity that 
is built at SCS. 

 This year also brought 
back a beloved addition – 
a jury! Each of the pieces 
on display were put into a 
“People’s Choice” com-
petition. Spectators were 
able to vote on different 
categories as they walked 
through all the pieces of 
artwork. The winners of 
the competition were as 
follows: 

•	 High School 2D Art 
– Madison Hahn

•	 High School 3D Art – 
Presley Fox

•	 Middle School 2D 
Art – Bryn Doty

•	 Middle School 3D 
Art – Skyler Warwick

•	 Elementary Grades – 
2nd – Leia Arroyo

•	 Elementary Grades 
3rd-5th – Presley 
Hansen

Photo courtesy Sheridan Schools

Just three of the many students who had their work displayed at Sher-
idan High School’s 2nd Annual District Art Show.
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Dick’s Little Experiment

I don’t want Mary Ellen 
and me to end up like 
our friends the Rodmans, 
who, up until their 40th 
wedding anniversary, 
couldn’t keep their mitts 
off each other, but after 
returning from celebrating 
in the Bahamas, they sued 
each other for divorce. 
They were so happy they 
didn’t realize how misera-
ble they were. My diagno-
sis was that they had not 
been upfront and honest 
about their annoying 
behaviors.

 “I have an idea,” I told 
my wife. “This evening, I’ll 
act out all your bad habits, 
and you can act out all 
mine. That way, we’ll both 
get a clearer picture of 
how much we annoy each 
other. It will add a little 
spice to our relationship 
and reveal which irritating 
actions we need to work 
on.”

I jotted down a few of 

Mary Ellen’s little idio-
syncrasies. I didn’t want 
to overdo it, knowing how 
challenging it would be for 
my wife to compile a com-
parable list. I’m very much 
the perfect husband.

That night, after I 
returned from playing 
pickleball, Mary Ellen 
walked in from a church 
meeting. It was her turn to 
be me. She began by not 
shutting the door behind 
her, letting every fly and 
bug get into the house. 
She also tracked a lot of 
mud in on her shoes, but 
she wiped her feet on the 
throw rug. Hmm, she was 
off to a good start.

Then she popped open 
a can of beer and guzzled 
it. She wiped the beer that 
ran down her chin with 
her sleeve. After turning 
on the bedroom TV, she 
clicked on the living room 
TV so we could hear both 
sets blaring at once. Then, 

to nail me on my most an-
noying habit, she searched 
every room in the house, 
pretending she had lost 
her cell phone. I hated to 
admit it, but she was me 
all over.

Now it was my turn to be 
Mary Ellen. First, I took 
all the dirty plates and 
glasses I had left in the 
sink and put them in the 
dishwasher, but not before 
I rearranged the dirty 
utensils and put them 
in the proper compart-
ments. Then I turned off 
all the lights throughout 
the house that I had left 
on all day. Next, I swept 
up all the crumbs on the 
floor that some slob (me) 
had forgotten to clean 
up. I also wiped down the 
counter because someone 
hadn’t cleaned up the 
orange juice he spilled. 
Yes, my wife has a lot of 
annoying habits, mostly 
cleaning up after me.

I asked Mary Ellen if she 
was okay with my little 
experiment. “Oh, yes,” 
she said. “Let’s do it again 
next week.”

Dick Wolfsie is a retired 
TV personality, author, 
speaker, teacher and 
all-around good guy. His 
award-winning column 
appears here weekly.

DICK
WOLFSIE

Columnist
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Emaciated Dog Found in Trash; Reward Offered
Humane World for 

Animals, formerly called 
the Humane Society of the 
United States, is offering a 
reward of up to $5,000 for 
information leading to the 
identification and arrest 
of the person or persons 
responsible for abandon-
ing an emaciated dog in a 
trash can.  

The Boone County 
Sheriff’s Office gave the 
following account: On 
the evening of April 20, a 
homeowner found an ema-
ciated female shepherd 
mix abandoned in their 
trash can. The trash can 
was situated at the end of 
their driveway along 200 
E in Lebanon. The dog, 
named “Prim” by author-
ities, survived and is now 
in a foster home.   

Securing the serious 
attention and engagement 

of law enforcement, pros-
ecutors and residents in 
cases involving allegations 
of cruelty to animals is an 
essential step in protect-
ing the whole community. 
The connection between 
animal cruelty and human 
violence is well document-
ed. Studies show a cor-
relation between animal 
cruelty and many other 
crimes, from narcotics and 
firearms violations to bat-
tery and sexual assault.   

“Allowing a dog to de-
cline into such a poor body 
condition and then leaving 
her for dead in a trash can 
is a heartbreakingly cruel 
crime,” said Samantha 
Chapman, Indiana state 
director, Humane World 
for Animals. “We hope 
our reward offering helps 
find the person or persons 
responsible for this despi-
cable act.”  

The Boone County Sher-
iff’s Office is investigating 
this case. Anyone with 
relevant information is 
asked to call Boone County 
dispatch at (765) 482-1412 
and select option 4 to pro-
vide a tip.  

Humane World for 
Animals’ Animal Cruelty 
Campaign raises public 
awareness and educates 
communities about the 
connection between an-
imal cruelty and human 
violence while providing 
a variety of resources and 
support to law enforce-
ment agencies, social work 
professionals, educators, 
legislators and families. 
We offer rewards in ani-
mal cruelty cases across 
the country and work to 
strengthen laws against 
animal cruelty.  

About Humane World for Animals 

Together, we tackle the root causes of animal cruelty and suffering to create 
permanent change. With millions of supporters and work happening in over 
50 countries, Humane World for Animals—formerly called the Humane 
Society of the United States and Humane Society International—addresses 
the most deeply entrenched forms of animal cruelty and suffering. As the 
leading voice in the animal protection space, we work to end the cruelest 
practices, care for animals in crisis and build a stronger animal protection 
movement. Driving toward the greatest global impact, we aim to achieve the 
vision behind our name: a more humane world.  
humaneworld.org 

Photo courtesy Humane World for Animals

If you have any information about this case, please call police at 
(765) 482-1412 and select option 4. A reward up to $5,000 is being 
offered.

Save A Life - Be Aware:  May 
Motorcycle Safety Month

Governor Mike Braun 
has proclaimed May as 
Motorcycle Safety and 
Awareness Month in Indi-
ana, joining a nationwide 
campaign by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. With rid-
ing season underway, this 
annual observance serves 
as an important reminder 
that safety on our road-
ways is a shared responsi-
bility.

As temperatures rise and 
traffic increases, so does 
the presence of motorcy-
cles on Hoosier roads. For 
many riders, this marks 
a return after months off 
the bike. May presents the 
ideal time to remind mo-
torists to look for motorcy-
clists, as well as offer tips 
for riders who have been 
inactive since last fall and 
could be a bit rusty.

Motorcycle crashes con-
tinue to have devastating 
consequences across our 
state. Behind every inci-
dent is a person, a family, 
friends, and communities 

left to cope with the loss. 
These are not isolated 
events. They are prevent-
able tragedies that demand 
our collective attention.

A large percentage of 
multi-vehicle motorcy-
cle crashes occur when a 
driver fails to recognize a 
motorcycle in traffic, often 
turning into or pulling out 
in front of a rider. It is not 
enough to simply glance. 
Motorists must actively 
look for motorcycles and 
account for them in every 
driving decision. The 
proliferation of Automated 
Driving Systems that do 
not yet accurately detect 
motorcycles compounds 
this issue. At the same 
time, riders must take 
personal responsibility by 
riding within their abili-
ties, maintaining control, 
and staying alert to the 
actions of others.

Training and proper li-
censing continue to play a 
critical role in rider safety. 
Motorcyclists who invest 
in professional instruction 

and ongoing skill devel-
opment are significantly 
better equipped to handle 
real-world riding situa-
tions. Experience matters, 
but so does preparation.

ABATE of Indiana 
encourages all riders to 
make safety a priority this 
season: get trained, get 
licensed, practice regular-
ly, and ride defensively. 
Motorists are urged to 
slow down, eliminate dis-
tractions, allow additional 
space, and treat motorcy-
cles with the same respect 
as any other road user.

 Motorcycle Safety and 
Awareness Month is not 
just about awareness; it’s 
about awareness in action. 
Every decision made 
behind the wheel or on the 
handlebars has the poten-
tial to save a life.

“Save a Life – Be Aware 
– Motorcycles Are Every-
where.”
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Mecum Auctions Back at 
Indiana State Fairgrounds
Mecum Auctions is back 

at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds and Event Center 
for Dana Mecum’s 39th 
Original Spring Classic, 
bringing one of the na-
tion’s largest collector car 
auctions back to Indianap-
olis now through May 16.

 In its 19th year in Indi-
anapolis, the nationally 
televised event has be-
come the largest non-fair 
event hosted annually at 
the Indiana State Fair-
grounds and Event Center 
and continues to generate 
major economic impact 
for the Fairgrounds, Indi-
anapolis, and the State of 
Indiana.

 This year’s event is ex-
pected to feature approx-
imately 2,500 collector 
vehicles and 28 private 
collections, attracting 
buyers, sellers, and auto-
motive enthusiasts from 
across the country.

 “Our partnership with 
Mecum Auctions reflects 
the strength of our cam-
pus as a destination for 
world-class events,” said 
LeRoy Lewis III, Director 
of Community and Media 
Engagement at the Indi-
ana State Fairgrounds and 
Event Center. “Year after 
year, Mecum chooses the 
fairgrounds, and we are 
proud to continue host-
ing an event that delivers 
economic impact, national 
attention, and a unique 
experience for our guests.”

 Top 3 Takeaways

•	 Largest non-fair 
event hosted annu-

ally at the Indiana 
State Fairgrounds

•	 Approximately 2,500 
to 3,000 collector 
vehicles expected 
throughout the event

•	 Nationally televised 
auction with major 
economic impact 
across Indianapolis 
and Indiana

 

Featured collections this 
year include The M Group 
Collection, highlighted by 
rare European exotics and 
iconic American muscle 
vehicles.

 For more information 
about the event, visit 
www.Mecum.com.

2 Hoosier National Guard Soldiers Shine
Two Indiana National 

Guard soldiers scored 
big at a Midwest regional 
competition held at Fort 
Custer Training Center, 
near Augusta, Michigan, 
from April 30 to May 2.  
Sgt. Brendan Bartlett and 
Spc. Caleb Chambers, who 
won Indiana’s statewide 
competition in March at 
Camp Atterbury, competed 
against Guardsmen from 
Michigan, Illinois, Ohio, 
Iowa, Minnesota and Wis-
consin.

Chambers took top hon-
ors for junior-enlisted sol-
diers, and Bartlett placed 
second among noncom-
missioned officers. Togeth-
er they won the state team 
award with overall com-
bined score that bested the 
other states.

“I love the competition, 
spirit and everyone just 
cheering each other on,” 
said Chambers after 
earning the top spot and 
an infantryman with 1st 
Battalion, 151st Infantry 
Regiment.

The 14 National Guards-
men faced off in several 
events testing their soldier 
skills, physical fitness, 
mental fortitude and over-
all resilience.

Over the three days, 
events included firing 
multiple weapons systems 
— M4 carbine, M17 pistol, 
M240 machine gun, a day-
to-night land navigation 
course, an obstacle course, 
a water survival insertion, 
an appearance board, a 
12-mile road march and 
the Army Expert Fitness 
Test. Additional tests in-
cluded evaluating injuries 
on mock casualties, firing 
a Claymore mine and 
assembling three weapon 
systems under time con-
straints.

Preparing for the grueling 

competition took many 
hours of work, dedication 
and discipline that was 
also a point of pride for the 
Hoosier soldiers.

“It’s an opportunity to 
show the best the Guard 
has to offer, and I am 
extremely proud of the 
type of soldiers we have in 
Indiana,” said Chambers 
who took part in shooting 
competitions and hit the 
gym in preparation for the 
Best Warrior Competi-
tions.

Chambers, who works at 
a factory when not wearing 
a U.S. Army uniform, said 
it’s also pride in serving 
the country is how he 
manages two careers.

“I truly enjoy what I do 
here,” said Chambers 
while on a Camp Atterbury 
range training for the re-
gional competition. “I put 
in effort wherever I am. It’s 
a constant effort.”

For Bartlett, a 147th 
Cyber Warfare Company 
cyber operations specialist, 
part of the motivation that 
drove him is his love of the 
Hoosier state.

“Competing in the region-
al competition to me, it 
just means being with the 
best of the best within the 
regionals,” said Bartlett 
at the Camp Atterbury 
training.” Personally, I feel 
like it’s an honor. I love 
Indiana. I went to school 
here. I lived here for most 
of my life, and I am just 
very happy to have the 
honor of being the Indiana 
representative and NCO of 
the year.”

Bartlett said that prepa-
ration helped him meet the 
moment.

“For regionals, I am 
ensuring that I am fit, 
mentally sharp,” said 

Bartlett. “Really this entire 
week, pre train-up is the 
biggest thing and having 
the option to shoot, hit 
the obstacle course, land 
navigation course, all the 
Army warrior tasks, just 
ensuring I am prepared as 
I possibly can be.”

While the preparation 
helped during the three-
day challenge, Bartlett 
finished second among 
noncommissioned offi-
cers. Yet, he enjoyed the 
experience of the Midwest 
competition.

“I felt great. I mean I was 
tried and sore, but the 
entire time I was having 
a great time,” said Bart-
lett following the region-
al awards ceremony. “I 
enjoyed the entire thing. 
It was a fantastic opportu-
nity.”

Though Bartlett had a 
great time, he had mixed 
emotions about not joining 
his Hoosier compatriot on 
the top spot.

“It’s more like a bitter-
sweet feeling right now,” 
said Bartlett. “I really 
wanted first, obviously, 
but you know I am so very 
happy with what I’ve ac-
complished here, and what 
I’ve done here. I’m very 
happy overall.”

As the runner-up, Bart-
lett will be on the bench 
so to speak should the 
first place NCO, Staff Sgt. 
Logan Pasker of the Iowa 
National Guard, fall off. 
Chambers will go on to the 
national-level Best Warrior 
Competition slated for July 
in Florida.

“I’m pumped, I’m excited 
for going onto nationals. 
I’m proud to represent 
Indiana. Just loving the 
whole feeling right now,” 
said Chambers.

Three years ago, I was 
in San Miguel de Al-
lende, Mexico, walking 
through what had once 
been a large fabric mill. 
It has since been turned 
into an art gallery called, 
appropriately, La Fabrica, 
where artists of all kinds 
lease space to show their 
work. There are always 
people and art and dogs, 
and flowers blooming and 
banners flying, making 
this former mill one of the 
liveliest places in town.

One day, while passing 
a shop, I saw the most 
outrageous couch.

It was an old camelback 
couch—a loveseat, really, 
but with wide, rolled arms. 
It appeared to be an older 
piece of furniture that had 
been restored. The fabric 
was crazy. It was a patch-
work of burned velvet 
fabric in brilliant hues. It 
was the brightest, craziest 
couch I’d ever seen, and it 
was being sold alongside 
art and sculpture, which 
made sense, because it 
really was a work of art.

I don’t know how stories 
come into being, but that 
brilliant couch, three years 
ago, left an impression on 
me.

I started writing a new 
book. The book was about 
a house that had lived in 
a small town by the river 

for 150 years and had, 
over the course of time, 
developed a fondness for 
the women who lived in 
it, especially its current 
tenant, Max. “What did 
Max do?” I wondered. And 
then I saw her making a 
couch very much like that 
one I’d seen, using crazy 
fabrics, and selling it to 
her art dealer, Bobby.

The story became “The 
Turnip House.” When it 
was finished, I sent it to 
my agent and, after editing 
it, we submitted it to my 
publisher. And we have 
just learned that they want 
to publish it.

Last week, my husband, 
Peter, and I were consider-
ing moving from our tiny 
and much-beloved apart-
ment at Casa de los Soles. 
We decided not to move. 
We realized we could not 
stand to be away from this 
place that has become our 
home away from home. 
Since we are not spend-
ing money on a larger 
apartment, I was walking 
through La Fabrica, won-
dering how we could make 
our place a little nicer. Just 
as I was thinking this, I 
saw a couch very similar to 
the one that had inspired 
“The Turnip House,” the 
book that had just sold.

I went into the shop. 
“You had another couch,” 
I began, “but it was in 

brighter colors.”

The young woman did 
not look perplexed in the 
least. She headed off to 
the back of the store and 
indicated that I should 
follow her.

“No way,” I thought.

We climbed a flight of 
stairs. And there, sitting 
like it was waiting for me, 
was my couch. Except 
now, it was 40% off.

“Oh my gosh,” I said in 
English.

I came home and told 
Peter.

“If you like it, that’s all 
that matters,” Peter said. 
(Peter is wonderful that 
way.)

Then I asked Jorge, our 
landlord, if he’d mind if 
I replaced his couch with 
a new one. At first, he 
thought I was asking him 
to buy it.

“No! No,” I told him. “It’s 
a gift—to me.” And I told 
him the story.

Jorge smiled. “No prob-
lem!”

So today I am waiting. I 
should be getting the final 
contract for “The Turnip 
House,” which will make 
it all official. And I should 
be getting delivery of the 
brightly colored couch that 
inspired it. I’m not sure 
which will arrive first, and 
I guess it doesn’t matter. I 
know they belong together 
and are part of the same 
story.

Till next time,

Carrie

CARRIE CLASSON
The Postscript

I Know They Belong Together

CenterPoint Steps Up For U.S. Veterans
In celebration of the 

upcoming 250th anniver-
sary of the United States 
of America, the Center-
Point Energy Foundation 
is launching a new and 
unique grant opportunity 
to support nonprofit or-
ganizations that serve and 
focus on our U.S veterans 
in CenterPoint Energy’s 
four state service area in 
Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio 
and Texas.

 Through this special 
grant opportunity, the 
Foundation plans to invest 
up to $250,000 in the 
states the company serves, 
with individual grants 
ranging from $5,000 to 
$25,000. Grants will be 
awarded to eligible non-
profit organizations with 
a primary location with-
in CenterPoint’s service 
areas and whose programs 
support veterans and in-
dividuals connected to the 
military.

 “As our nation approach-
es its 250th anniversary, 
this grant opportunity re-
flects our deep respect for 
the men and women who 
serve and have served, and 
our privilege to support 
them beyond their time in 
uniform,” said Jason Ryan, 
Executive Vice President, 
Regulatory Services and 

Government Affairs at 
CenterPoint and United 
States Navy veteran. 

 “We see the value every 
day of our veteran work-
force. We have more than 
700 employees who once 
served in uniform and who 
are today working to deliv-
er safe and reliable energy 
services to nearly 7 mil-
lion customers. Through 
the CenterPoint Energy 
Foundation, we appreciate 
being able to give back to 
veterans by supporting 
nonprofit organizations 
that provide critical re-
sources for mental health, 
housing stability and ev-
eryday needs. It’s an honor 
to invest in programs that 
help veterans and their 
families thrive in the com-
munities we are proud to 
serve,” Ryan added. 

 Grant funding will focus 
on nonprofit programs 
working to strengthen vet-
eran resilience through: 

•	 Mental health and 
peer support services.

•	 Transitional and 
stable housing assis-
tance.

•	 Daily living support, 
including transporta-
tion, benefits naviga-
tion and basic needs.

 Funded separately and 
financially independent 
from the utility, the Cen-
terPoint Energy Founda-
tion strives to be a catalyst 
for good by leveraging 
everyday opportunities and 
resources to strengthen 
communities. This grant 
opportunity for veter-
an-serving organizations 
expands on the Founda-
tion’s two main strategic 
giving areas of community 
vitality and education to 
help address critical chal-
lenges facing veterans and 
their families.

 CenterPoint employs 
more than 700 veterans 
across its four-state service 
area, who continue their 
commitment to service by 
strengthening the commu-
nities where they live and 
work by helping provide 
vital electric and natural 
gas service.

 In 2025, the CenterPoint 
Energy Foundation award-
ed more than $15 mil-
lion to support nonprofit 
organizations focused on 
increasing community 
vitality and investing in 
education.  

 To learn more about this 
program and to apply for a 
grant, visit CenterPointEn-
ergy.com/Community. 
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Heights’ Senior Signs With Lancers’ Track & Field
Hamilton Heights’ senior 

Jackson Cantlon has 
signed a letter of intent 
to join the Grace College 
Lancers’ Track & Field 
Team this fall. Grace 
College, located in Winona 
Lake, Ind., is a member of 
the Crossroads League and 
an NAIA athletic institu-
tion. He is the son of Jessi-
ca and Kurt Cantlon.

Cantlon is a multi‑sport 
athlete who is also a 
four‑year member of both 
the Hamilton Heights Bas-
ketball and Cross Country 
teams. A strong stu-
dent‑athlete, he has earned 
numerous academic and 
athletic honors, including 
the Mental Attitude Award 
(Basketball), Top 10%, 
Summa Cum Laude, Hugh 
O’Brien Youth Leadership 
Graduate, A Chance to 
Serve Graduate, Four‑Year 
Letter Award for Cross 
Country, College Board 
National Recognition, AP 
Scholar, and the English 
Departmental Award (Q3).

 Cantlon said he chose 
Grace because it “felt like 
home as soon as I stepped 
on campus.” Coach Gal-
lion and the entire team 

made me feel incredibly 
welcome,” said Cantlon, 
who plans to study Social 
Studies Education.

Cantlon has been a 
jumper since the seventh 
grade and has worked with 
many coaches at Hamilton 
Heights over the years 
to refine his technique, 
strength, and agility. He 
credits his family and 
Coach Dontavious Hill as 
having the greatest impact 
on his development both 
on and off the field.

 Beyond athletics, Cantlon 
is deeply involved in his 
school and community. He 
serves as a student board 
member on the Hamilton 
Heights Educational Foun-
dation, is a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
and participates in the 
Arcadia Christian Church 
Youth Group.

“It has been a pleasure to 
work with Jackson these 
past three years,” said 
Ryan Woolever,  Hamil-
ton Heights Track & Field 
Jumps Coach. “He is a 
hard worker, the internal 
optimist, and never gets 
down on himself or the 

situation even if he didn’t 
have the performance he 
was hoping for. He is also 
the definition of a team 
player when it comes to 
rooting for others success 
and will be a great team-
mate next year.”

 Jackson is a couple small 
tweaks away from doing 
big things when it comes 
to high jump next year 
at Grace College. I wish 
him the best of luck and 
“high jumps” for the next 4 
years.”

Kurt Ogden, Hamilton 
Heights Athletic Director, 
added, “Jackson has been a 
pleasure to have in the ath-
letic program(s) at Ham-
ilton Heights the past four 
years.  He’s a very humble 
and polite young man and 
has been a tremendous 
role model for all other 
athletes, both on and off 
the court.  As a three-sport 
athlete, he’s everything you 
want and more…a great 
teammate respected by ev-
eryone.  We wish him well 
as he continues his Track 
& Field career at Grace 
College.”

Photo courtesy Hamilton Heights Schools 

Hamilton Heights’ senior Jackson Cantlon has signed a letter of in-
tent to join the Grace College Lancers’ Track & Field Team in Winona 
Lake, Indiana.

Westfield Middle School Band Soars
The Westfield Middle 

School band program has 
earned the Indiana State 
School Music Association 
All Music Award for the 
third consecutive year.

To qualify for the All 
Music Award, the band 
must have received gold 
ratings in a solo and 
ensemble contest, a jazz 
organizational contest, and 
a concert organizational 
contest.

This recognition rep-
resents a sustained 
commitment to high levels 
of learning, growth, and 
collaboration as students 
develop both as musicians 
and as Life Ready individ-
uals.

To earn the ISSMA All 
Music Award, programs 
must meet rigorous 
criteria across multiple 
performance areas. WMS 
students consistently 
demonstrate excellence 
through solo and ensemble 
performances, jazz band 
competitions, and concert 
band events, earning top 
ratings while performing 
at advanced levels.

“We ask our students to 
be musicians,” said Sarah 
Rivers, WMS Band Di-
rector. “They’re not just 
looking at the markings 
and playing notes. They’re 
understanding the flow of 
music. They’re growing 
their understanding and 
improving sight reading”

Building Skills That 
Go Beyond the Class-
room

For WMS students, band 
isn’t just an elective or box 
to check off to graduate. 
It’s an experience that 
builds skills aligned to life 
beyond school.

Students develop disci-
pline, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and confi-
dence as they prepare for 
performances and navi-
gate increasingly complex 
music.

Eighth grade clarinetist 
Timothy Ellis shared how 
band has been a consis-
tent source of support and 
direction.

“I really love the com-
munity, you know, the 
teachers, the family. Going 
in there every day, getting 
to play my instrument, but 
also getting to socialize 
and get to know other peo-
ple like me is just an amaz-
ing experience I couldn’t 
replace with anything,” 
said Ellis.

That sense of belonging is 
echoed across the pro-
gram. Students consistent-
ly describe WMS band as 
a space where they build 
relationships while work-
ing toward shared goals.

“I love the environment 
when you walk into the 
classroom. It’s a lot of fun, 
and it’s always so satisfy-
ing when we get to play 
through a piece and it all 
comes together perfectly,” 
said eighth grade trom-
bone player Sophie Ball.

High Standards with 
Strong Support

Through individualized 
guidance and various 
opportunities via different 
styles (e.g. jazz, concert), 
students are encouraged to 
pursue their interests and 
challenge themselves.

Eighth grade French horn 
player Luke Miller credits 
the program’s support sys-
tem for helping him reach 
new levels as a musician.

“My teachers were able to 
put me in connection with 
great people who helped 
me get better at my instru-
ment, and they pushed me 
and encouraged me. I got 
to go to All-State with a 
solo because of their help 
and their encouragement,” 
said eighth grade French 
horn player Luke Miller 
who received a gold rating 
at State Solo and Ensem-
ble.

WMS band directors 

also emphasize providing 
access to a wide range of 
experiences, from begin-
ner-level development to 
advanced performance 
opportunities.

The addition and growth 
of the jazz band program 
over the past several years 
has played a key role in the 
program’s continued suc-
cess, allowing students to 
expand their musical expe-
riences and meet ISSMA’s 
comprehensive criteria.

“We’ve been able to build 
a well-rounded program 
that gives students mul-
tiple ways to grow,” said 
James Howard, WMS 
Band Director. “This rec-
ognition is a reflection of 
the effort students put in 
every day. It’s nice for the 
kids to be able to see this 
award and say ‘My hard 
work has been manifested 
in this.’”

Preparing Students to 
Be Life Ready

At its core, the WMS 
band program reflects 
WWS’s commitment to 
preparing students to be 
Life Ready. It focuses on 
helping students develop 
confidence, resilience, and 
the ability to contribute as 
part of a team in addition 
to the expected artistic and 
academic growth.

“The All Music award 
shows us how far we’ve 
come and shows how 
much work all of us kids 
put into it. And I think it’s 
really nice to be recog-
nized for that,” said eighth 
grade saxophonist Abigail 
Graham.

As the program cele-
brates its third consecutive 
ISSMA All Music Award, 
the focus remains on what 
matters most: continuing 
to challenge and support 
students as they grow into 
capable, confident individ-
uals prepared for wherever 
they decide to invest their 
talents.

Youth Service Awards Today
The 34th Annual Hamilton 

County Youth Service Awards 
ceremony will take place at the 
Government & Judicial Center 
today at 4 p.m.

The ceremony is sponsored 
by the Hamilton County Com-
missioners and the Hamilton 
County Council on Alcohol 

and Other Drugs as part of its 
ongoing effort to recognize out-
standing service by youth in our 
community.

“I’m always inspired by the 
way these students step up and 
lead with integrity,” said Monica 
Greer, Executive Director of 
HCCOAOD. “Their commitment 

to serving others and making 
healthy choices is shaping a 
stronger, more positive future 
for Hamilton County.”

The 2026 nominees include 
Allison Shen of Carmel High 
School, Josslyn Lee of Fishers 
High School, Melanee Forrest-
er of Hamilton Heights High 

School, Mason McDonald of 
Hamilton Southeastern High 
School, Molly Sivertsen of 
Noblesville High School, Norah 
Stites of Sheridan High School, 
and Katelyn Bolduc of Westfield 
High School. Each has demon-
strated a strong record of ser-
vice and leadership within their 
school and community.

A selection committee made 
up of dedicated employees will 
determine this year’s recipient 
of the $1,000 scholarship. The 
other finalists will be recognized 
at the ceremony and awarded 
$300 scholarships for their 
achievements.
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